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P ART. I. 


BEING A 


'DIS COURSE 


4 | Rivers,Fiſh-ponds, Fiſh & Fiſhing, 
7 Written by IZ44K WALTON. 

| The Fifth Edition, much correfied and enlarged, 
E Zondon, Printed for Re Marriot,and are to be ſold by 


1 Charles Harper at his Shop, .. the next door to the 
Crown near Sergeanti-1np 1 in Chancery Lanes 1576, 


| To theRight worſhipful 


JOHN OFFLETY 


_ Of Madeh Manor inthe County 
4 of Stafford, Eſq; 
My moſt honoured Friend, 


© Have made ſoill uſe of 
CP your former favours,as 
I by chem to be encoura- 
ged to intreat that they 

may be enlarged to the Patronage 
and protefion of this Book ; and I 
have put on a modeſt confidence, 
that I ſhall not be deny'd, becanſe 
A2 K 


The Eyifil 


it is a Diſcourſe of Fiſh and Fi. 


ſhing, which you know fo well, and 


both love and praftiſe ſo much. 
You are affured (though there 
be ignorant men of another belict) 
that Angling is an Art; and you 
know that Art better than others ; 
and that this is truth is demon- 
ſtrated by the fruits of that plea- 
fant labour which you enjoy when 
you purpoſe to give reſt to your 
mind,and deveſt your ſelf of your 
more ſerious bufineſs, and (which 
is ofcen) dedicate a day or twoto 
this Recreation. 
At which time if common Anglers | 
ſhould attend you, and be eye wit- 
neffes of the ſucces gnot of your for- 
b tune | 


Deditatory. 
tune but your 5k], it would doubt- 
leſs beget in them an emulation to 
be lice you , and that emulation 
might beget an induſtrious dili- 
genceto be ſo; but I know it is not 
attainable by common capacities. _ 
And there be now many men of 
great wiſdom, learning and experience 
which love and praQiſe this Art, 
that know I ſpeak the truth, 

Sir, This pleaſant curiofity of 
Fiſh and Fiſhing,Cof which you are 
ſo great a Maſter)has been thought 
worthy the Pens and Prafliſes of 
divers in other Nations, that have 
been reputed men of great Learning 
and Wiſdom , and amongſt thoſe of 
this Nation, I remember Sir Henry 
A3 FVFattas 


The Epifthe 
Watton (a dear lover of this Art)has 
told methat his intentions were to 
write a Diſcourſe of the Art, and 
in praiſe of Agliag, and doubcleſs 
he had done ſo, if death thad nor 
prevented him;the remembrance-of 
which harh' often made-me ſorry, 
for if he had livedto do- it, then 
the unlearned Angler had feen ſome 
betcer Treatiſe-of. this Art,a Treas» 
tiſe chat might have prov'd worthy 
his peruſal , which (though fome 
have undertaken) I couldnever yet 
ſee in Engliſh. | 

Bur mine may be. Wks ag 
weak, and as unworthy-of common 
view ; and 1 do: here freely confeſs, 


that 1 ſhould rather excuſe my (elf, 
than 
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Dedicatory. 


than cenſure others, wy own Dif. 
courſe being liable to ſo may ex- 
ceptions ; againſt which you (Sir) 
might make this one,That it can con- 
tribute nothing to your Fnowledge. And 
leſt a longer Epiſtle may diminiſh 
your pleaſure, I ſhall make this no 
longer than to add this following 
Truth, That I am really; 


SIR, 


Your moſt affeitionate Friend, 


41a moſt humble Servant, 


Iz. Wa. 


Toall Readers of this Diſcouzſe,but eſpecially 
to the honeſt ANGLER. 


4 Think, fis to tell thee theſe followin 
ll tratbe That I did neitber aenaks 
Py] -zor,write,uor publiſh, and mach leſs 
mew? own,this Diſcourſe to pleaſe my ſelf: 
end having been too eafily drawn 10 do all to pleaſe 
otbers., a1 T propor d nat the gaining of credit by 


obir undertaking, ſs 1 would not willingly loſe | 


| guy part of that towhich I had @ juſt title before 
Thegun it , and qo therefore defire and bope,if I 
deſerve not commendations.yet, [may obtain fiardon, 

And though this Diſcourſe may be ligble to 
ſomeExceptions yet I cannot doubt but that moſt 
Readers may receive ſo much pleaſure or profit by 
it, as may make it worthy the time of their peru- 
ſal jf they be not too grave or too buſie men, And 
#bis is all the confidence thas T can put on con- 
cerning the merit of what is bere offered to their 
confideration aud cenſure 5 and if the laſt prove 
800 ſevere,as T have a liberty, ſo ] am reſolv'd to 
uſp it and negledi all fowre Cenſures. 

And Iwiſh theReader alſo to take notice,that 
in writing of it I bave mage my ſelf a recreation 
of a recreationzand that it might prove ſo tochim, 
and not read dull and tedioufly,I have in ſeveral 
places mixt(not any ſeurrility,but ſome innocent, 
barmleſs mireþ,of which,if thou be a ſevtre,ſowre- 
eomplexion'd man,then I bere diſallow theg to be 
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To the Reader. 
a competent judge;for Divines ſay, There are of- 
fences given, and offences not given but ta» 
ken, 
And I am the willinger to juſtifie the pleaſens 
part of it, becauſe though it is known 1 can be ſe- 


© rious at ſeaſonable times, yet the whole diſcomſe 


#5,0r ratber was,a piliure of my own diſpoſition, 
eſpecially in ſuch days and times as T bave laid a- 
fide bufineſs,and gone a fiſhing with honeſt Nat. 
and R.Roc:but they are gone,and with them moſt 
of my pleaſant hmers,oven as a ſhadow, that paſſetb 
away, and returns not. 

And next let me add this,that he that likes not 


the book. ſhould like the excellent yo of the 


; Trout,and ſome of the other fiſþ,wbich I may take 


a liberty to commend, becauſe they concern not my 


Next let me tell tbeReader, that in that which 
is the more uſeful part of thisDiſcourſe, that is to 


= ſay, the obſervations of the nature and —_— 
; 0 


and ſeaſons, and catching of Fiſh,T am nos 


| ſimple as not to know, that a captions Reader 


may find exceptions againſt ſomethiug ſaid of ſome 
of theſe; and therefore I muſt entreat bim tocon- 
fider,that experience teaches us to know, that ſe- 
veral Countries alter the time,and I think almoſt 
the manner, of fiſhes breeding, but doubileſt of _ 
#heir being in ſeaſon z, as may appear by three Ri- 


" vers inMonmouthſhire, namely Severn, Wie,aud 


usk,where Cambden (Brit.f,633.)obſerves,that 
in 


To the Reader. 


© the RiverWie,Salmon are in ſeaſon from Sept. 
to April,aud we are certain,tbat in Thames and * , 
Trent,and in moſt other Rivers they be in ſeaſon © 
the fix botter months. P 
Now for the Art of catching fiſp,that is to ſay, * 

how to make aman that was none,to be an Angler } 
by # book? be that nndertakes it ſpall undertake f 
-4 barder tck,than Mr.Hales (2 moſt zaliant and  ; 
exeellent Fencer ) who in a printed book called, A © ; 
Private School of Defence ) wndertook, to teach | ; 
that art or ſcieuce,and was laugh'd at for his 1a- 4 p 
bour. Not but that many uſeful things might be * 
learnt by that book , but be was loughed at, be- 1 
cauſe that art was not to be taught by words but _ ; 
pradtice : and ſo muſt Angling. And note alſo, © | 
that in this Diſcourſe I do not undertake to ſay all | x 
that is known, or may be ſaid of it, but I under- | ; 
take to acquaint the Reader with many things  f 
that are not uſually known to every Angler; and i q 
Tſhall leav2 gleanings and obſervations enough to | t; 
be made out of the experience of all that love and © fl 
pradiiſe this recreation, to which I ſhall encourage | 1 
them, For Angling may be ſaid to be ſo like the ; 
Mathematicks,that :t cau ne*r be fully learnt;at | 
leeft not ſo fully, but that there will ſtill be more | 
new experiments left for the tryal of other men | 
that ſucceed ws. 1 # 
n 

fl 


Bat T think all that love this game may here | 
learn ſomething that may be worth their money,if * 


zbey be not poor and needy menzand in caſe they = 


To the Reader. 


Pt. 7 I then wiſh them to forbeer to buy it; for I write 
md * wor re get money,” but for pleaſure, and this Diſ- 
ſon : conrſe boaſts of” no more : for T hate t0 promiſe 
* much, and deceive the Reader, -. _ © 

ſay, * Andhwever it proves to bim, yet TamſureT 
pler have found a bigh content in the ſearch and cons 
ake ference of what is bere offer d tothe Readers wiew 
and and cenſure; 1 wiſh bim as much in the peruſal of 
d,A | it,andſo I might bere take my leave, but will tay 
ach | alittle and tell bim bat whereas it u ſaid by ma+ 
oy 4 ny.that in flye-fiſhing for a Trout,the Angler muft 
t be © obſerve his 12 ſeveral flies for the twelve manths of 
be- © the year ; 1ſay, be that follows that rule, ſhall be 
but | as ſure tocatch fiſh,and,be as wiſe,as be that makes 
alſo, : Hay by the fair days in an Almanack,, and no ſu- 
y all | rer ; for thoſe very flies that uſe to appear about 
der- | and on the water in one month the year,may the 
ings © following year come almoſt a month ſooner or later; 
and [ 4 the ſame year proves colder or hotter;and yet in 
oh to | the following Diſcourſe 1 have ſet down the twelve 
and | flies that are in reputation with manyAnglers,and 
rage 3 they may ſerve to give him ſome obſervations con- 
8 the | cerning them, And be may note that there are in 
#t,at | Wales and other Countries, peculiar flies, proper 
more |} to the particular place or Country; and doubtleſi, 
men 7 unleſi a man makes a flie to counterfeit that very 
1 flie in that place, be is like to loſe by labour, or 
 bere much of it : But for the generality, three or four 
rey. if 7 flies neat and rightly made, and not too big, ſerve 
ey = 2 for a Trout in moſt Rivers all the Summer, And 


for 


for Winter flic-fiſhing 3# 5s 45 nſeful as an Alma-" Te 
wack out of date, And of theſe ( becauſe as no 
man is born an artift, ſo no man is born an An- 
gler) I bought fit to give thee this notice. y 

then I have told the Reader, that in this fifth? | 
Impreſſion there are many enlargements, gathered” Hi 
both pn own obſervation,and the communicati- FE: 
01 with friends, I ſhall ftay bim ns longer than to At 
wiſh bim a rainy evening to read this followi 
Diſcourſe ; and that (if be be an boneſt dngler Pl, 
the Eaſt wind may never blow when he goes 
Fiſhing, 
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14. To wy deer Brother Mr 1zaak Walton, ap- 


; ol on his Compleat Angler, 


4n- 

; Raſmus in his learned Colfoquies 

fths E Has mixt ſome toys, haebTa varieties 

red” He might entice all Readers: for in him 

zti- Each child may wade,or talleſt giant ſwim. 

to And ſuch is this Diſcourſe:there's none o low, 

ing: Or highly learn'd,to whom hence may not flow 
wy Pleaſure and information : both which are 
; Taught us with ſo much art,that T might ſwear 
2 Safely, the choiceſt Critick cannot tel], 

! Whether your matchleſs judgment moſt excell 
In Angling or its praiſe : where commendation 
Firſt charms, then makes an art a recreation, 

| *Twas ſo to me:who ſaw the chearfulSpring 

7 : Picur'd in every meadow, heard birds ſing 

*! Sonnets in every grove,ſaw fiſhes play 
7 In the cool cryſtal ftreams,like lambs in Moy : 
* And they may play,till Anglers read this book 
* But after, *tis a wiſe fiſh ſcapes a hook, 


For F loud, Mr.of Arts. 
: | 


0! 


To the Reader of the Compleat Angler. 


( gaveit * 
| 7Þ-m- mark the Title well ; my Friend that 
Has made it good;this book deſerves to have * 
For he that views it with judicions looks, (it. * 
Shall find it fall of art, baits,lines and books. 
The world the river is , both you and I, 
And all mankind arc either fi or fry : 
If we pretend to reaſon, firſt or laſt *, 
His baits will tempt us, and his hooks hold faft. 
Pleaſure or profit,cither profe or rhime, I 
If not at firſt,will doubtleſs take*s in time» I 
Here {its in ſecret bleſt Theology, | 
Waited upon by grave Philoſophy, 
Both natural and moral , Hiſtory 
Deck'd and adorn'd with flowers of Poetry, - 
The matter and expreſſion firiving which 3 
Shall moſt excell in worth, yet not ſeem rich: * 
There is no danger in his baits,that book, : 
Wiil prove the ſafeſt;that is ſureſt took. ? 
Nor are we caught alone,but (which is beſt) 
We ſhall be wholſom, and be toothſom dreſt: : 
Dreſt to be fed,not to be fed upon , | 
And danger of aſurfeit here is none. | 
The ſolid food of ſerious Contemplation 
Is (auc'd here with ſuch harmleſs recreation, 
That 2n ingenuou and religious mind ; 
Cannot inquire for more than it may find 
Ready j 
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Ready « once prepar'd, nn O excite ** 
Or ſatisfie a curious appetite. ; 
"More praiſe is due 3 for *tis both poſitive 
And truth, which once was interrogative, 
And utter'd by the Poet then in jeſt, 
Et piſcatorem piſcis amare potejt. 


Ch.Heorvie. Mr.of Arts. 


To my dear Friend, eMr. 12. Walton, i” 
praiſe of Angling, which we bath love. 


Own by this ſmooth fireams wandring 
Adorn'd & perfum*d with thepride(lide, 
Of Flora's Wardrobe,where the ſhrill 
Aerial Quire expreſs their skill, 
Firſt in alternate melody, 
And then in Chorus all agree. .. 
Whilſt the charm'd fiſh, as extaſi'd 
With founds,to his own throat deni'd, 
Scorns his dull Element,and fprings 
Feh? air,as if his Fins were wings. 
Tis here that pleaſures ſweet and higtr 
Proſitrate to our embraces lye. 
Such as to Body, Soul or Fame 
Create no ſickneſs, fin or ſhame. 
Roſes not fenc'd with pricks grow here, 


No ſting to th! Hony-bag is near. 
But (what's perhaps their prejudice) 
They difficulty want and price 

An obvious Rod,a twiſt of hair, 
With hook hid in'aninſeR, are 
Engines of ſport, would fit the wiſh 
O*'th* Epicure and fill his diſh. 
-: Tn this clear ſtream let fall a Grab. 
And firaight take up a Dace or Chub. 
Ith* mud your worm provokes a Srig, 
Which being faſt,if it prove big 
The Gotham folly will be found 
Diſcreet,e*re ta*ne ſhe muſt be drown'd. 
The Tench ( Phyſician of the Brook) 
In yon dead hole expects your hook, 
Which having firſt your paſtime been, 
Serves then for meat or medicine. 
Ambuſh'd behind that root doth fiay 
A Pike, tocatch and be a prey. 
The treacherous Quill in this low ſiream 
Betrays the hunger of a Bream. 
And at that ws Ford, (nodoubt)) 


Your falſe flie cheats a ſpeckled Trowt- 
When you theſe creatures wiſely chuſe 

To practiſe on, which to your uſe 

Owe their creation, and when 

Fiſh from your arts do reſcye menz 

To plot,delude, and circumvent, 

Enſnare and fpoil,is innocent. 


3 
- 


\ WPrcſerve aConſcience clear as theys 


$ Here by theſe cryſtal. ſtreams you may 


3 And when by ſullen thoughts you find 
Z Your haraſſed, not buſied,mind 
Z1n ble melancholy clad, 
ZDiſtemper'd,ſcrious,turning ſad 3 
ZHence fetch your cure,caſt in your bait, 
ZAIl anxious thoughts ind cares will ſtraight 
=Fly with ſuch ſpecd,they*l ſeem to be 
ZPoſſeſt with the Hydrophbobie. 
ZThe waters calmneſs in your breaſt, 
And ſmoothneſs on your brow ſhall reſt. 
' Away with ſports of charge and noiſe, 
ZAnd give me cheap and filent joys, 
Such as AGeons game purlue, 
*ZTheir fate oft makes the Tale ſeen true, 
ZThe ſick or ſullen Hawk to day 
ZFlycs not z to morrow,quite away-: 
ZPaticnce and Purſe to Cards and Dice 
ZToooftare made a facritice ; . 
ZThe Daughters dower,th* inheritance 
7O'th? ſon,depend-on one mad chance- 
7 The harms and miſchiefs which th'abuſe 
5 Of wine doth every day produce, 
Make good the Dodrine of the Turks, 
That irt each grape a devil larks, 
Z And by yon Ca ſapleſs tree, 
5 Bout which the Ivy twin'd you ſee, 
2 His fate's foretold,,who fondly places 
His bliſs in womans ſoft embraccs, 
| B 


"= 


My Re<d affords ſuch tyue content, 


All pleafares,but the Anglers, bring 

I'ch?* tail repentancelikea ſting. 
Then on theſe banks let me lit down, 

Free from the toilſom Sword and Gown, 

And pity thoſe that do affe& 

To conquer Nations and proteR. 


Delights ſo ſweet and innocent, 
As feldom fall unto the lot 
Of Scepters,though they*r juſtly got. 


1649, Tho.Weaver, Mr.of Arts.® 


To the Readers of my moſt ingenuow Friends 4 
Book, The Compleat Angler. _.: :$ 


He that both knew and writ the lives of men, An 
Such as were once, but muſt not be agen: 2: Di 
Witneſs his matchleſs Doxne and Wotton, by | Th 
Whoſe aid he could their ſpeculations try ; He 

He that conyers'd with Azgels, ſuch as were * - 
Ouldſworth and Featly, each a ſhining ftar 
Shewing the way to Bethlem ; cach a Saint;:; 
(Compar'd to whom ourZelots now Fut paint)? Api 

He that our pious and learn'd Morley knew, © 
And from him ſuck*d wit and devotion too: : 

He that from theſe ſuch excellencies fetch'd, * 

(reach*d 3 © 

That He could tel] how high and far they 

| | What Þ 


What learnin this,whatgraces th'other kad; 
And in what ſeveral dreſs cach foul was clad. 


| Reader,this HE, this Fiſherman comes forth,}, © 
: Andin theſe Fiſhers weeds would ſhroud:his' 
Now his mute Harp is on a Willow hung, 70! £ 
; With which when finely toucht, 6 fitly ſirung, 
; Hecould friends paſſions for theſe times allay 3 
- Orchain his fellow-Anglers from their prey. 
> But now the'miilick of his-pen is'ſtill, | ' '51D 
2 And he firs:by a brook watghinga quill «1 
. .? Where with a fixt eye,and a ready hang;;;: 1 
9ai © He ſtudies tirſt to hook,and then to land 
- > Some Troxt;or Pearch,or Pikgarid having dÞr&, 
. * > Sits ona Bank,and tells how this'was won; .. 
n, And that eſeap'&his-hook 3/iwhich with a'wile 
- Did cat the bair,andFiſherman beguile.(thrown, 
by. | Thus whilſt ſome vex they from their lands are 
; ; _ He joys to think the waters are his own, -+: 
And like'the Dztch, he gladly can agree - 
To live at-peace now, and havefiſhing tree. : 


nts? oth i 
int); April.3. 1650, Edv,Powel,Mr.of Arts. 
00! ; 

3 i 
di: x 

ey 3 | | B 2 | To 


:1, To my deer Brother, Ms. Iz. Walton 
11,  owbe Compleat Angler. : 


[ON fn Book is {@ like you,and you like it, - ©  * 
| For harmleſs Mirth ;Expreſhon,Art&Wit, , 

yy That I protdft ingenuoully * tis true, 

I love-this Mirth, AGE it, the Book and Ya 

R011.) ” Rob,Floud, C, 
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Clarifſiwo awiciſſimog; Fratri, Domino, 
mk mo Artis Piſcatoriz path I 
eiſſi 1 ; 


(] Nick af OR NAVY & 60 ; 
Facquila igft: Medienm tqygrregerta ſaluh | 
—_— off iSaluetoris mitandis' Tefi, | \. | 
pon Ire may eigen quelibpy bujud hahet, ' © 
3 6191! 417 23% v.01 11, axcdves 3 
Hune anpio,; Fine Capias bone frater Arundini) 
q Sotveretbit:yyo, mb debian; teque Deo, 
Pifcis is eft,&: piftdtor (mibs- .crodito,)qualem 


vel ppapeen piſcis amare velit, 


g Mat. 17. 25.the* © 651.506 Pifeir. * 
laſt words of the I' Invrs Feſus. © 
Chapter. X Xergds Chriſtw.” : 
| ; 3 ©:8 Det, 4 
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v Tis Filiue. 
& eo]ip Salvator.: 


Henry Bayley, Artinm Megifer 


M agiſter artis Aofie Piſeaturie, 


* Foriq, & urbispulvere & ftirepitu carens, 


; Ad Viruni optimum, & Pifcataten perls 
tiſitoun {acre Walter, ' DIY 


\ 
1 


44) 


% 
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Waltone ſalve, magne dux arundints;: © 


| Sex tu reduti3 valle ſolus ambulas, LY 


Preterfluentes interim obſervans aiuas, ' 
Seu forte puvi ftans in amnis margin, 
Sive in tenaci gramine & rip3 ſedens, 


Fallis perit2 ſqwameum pecut mann | 


O te beatums ! qui procyl negotiis, 


Extraq; turbam, ad lene manantes aqua 


| Vagor boneſti ſraude piſces deeipis. © 

; Dum catera ergo pene gens mortalinxe . 

| Aut retia invicem fibi & technas irnund, 

7 Donis, ut hamo, aut divites cops ant ſener, 


Gregi natantium tu interim neflis dalos, 


: Voracem ineſcas advenam hame Iucinm, 


Avidamve percam parpulo alburno capis, 


Aut verme ruffo, muſculd aut truttam levi, | 


Cautumve cyprinum, & ferd indocitem cafi 
Calamog, linogq, ( ars at bunc ſuperat tua ) 
Medicamve tincam, gobium aut eſca trabis, 
Gratum palato gobium, paruum licet, 
Predamre, non eque ſalubrem barbulum, 
Etſi ampliorem, & myſftace inſignem gravi. 


He ſunt tibi artes, dum annus & tempus finunt, 


Ee nulla tranſit abſq; linea dies.- 
B 3 
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_ « 


Nec 


Nee ſole prox, ed thewia & ih 
ora artts hujus;* unde tu fimul bonus 
Piſcator, idem &* ſeriptor ; & calami potens 
Utriuq, necdum E ifin, & tamen ſapis, 

Ut bamiotam nempe tironem'infiruas,? . 
Stylo.elegenti ſeribis en Halientica 

Oppianis alter, artis & methodum tue, & 
Precepta promis rite piſcatoria, 

Varias & eſcas piſcium,indolem,& genus. 

Nec tradere artem fat putas piſcariam, 

(Virwmtis eft & bec tamen quedam Schola 
Patientiamq, O& temperantiam docet ) 
Documentaquin majora du, & regulas 
Sublimioris artis,  & perennia 

Monimenta morum, vite & exempla eptima ; 
Dum tu profundum ſeribis Hookerum, & pium 
Donnum ac diſertum, ſantium & Herbertum,(a- 
Vatem ; bos videmus uam pexicillo tuo ( crum 
Grapbice, &- perita, lace, depios manu. 
Poſt fata fades. boſce per te Virbios 

O que voluptas eſt legere in ſcriptis tuis ! 
Sic tu libris nos, lineis piſces capis, 
Mnſiſq; litteriſqy, dum incumbis,licet 
Intentus bamo, interq; piſcandum ſtudes. 


A —= 
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* a ; Aliud ad Iſaacum waltonum, virum & Piſ- 


catorem optimunu, 


SACE, Madte bac arte piſcatoria 3 
' Þ Hic artePetrus Principi cenſum dedit z 
' Hac arte Princeps nec Petro mwlto prior, 
Trenquillu ille tefte Tranquillo, Pater 
Patrie, ſolebat recreare ſe Iubens 
| Auguſtuu, hamo inſtrulius ac arundine, 
Tu nunc, Amice, proximum clari es decus 
Poft Ceſarem hami, gentis ac Haliemtice ; 


- Emge 0 Profeſſor artis baud inglorie, 
 Dottor Cathedre,perlegens Piſcariam ! 


| Ne tuMagiſter, & ego diſcipulus tuns, 


m _ ( Namcandidatum & me ferunt arnndinis ) 


: Socium hac in arte nobilem Nadi ſum. 
! Quid amplius, Waltone, nam dici poteſt ? 
| Ipſe hamiotaDominus en orbis fuit! 
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 COMPLEAT ANGLER> 
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Contemplative MAN'S 
RECREATION. 
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CHAP, I. 


A Conference betwixt ay Angler, « Faul ke 
ner, ud « Hunter, each commending 
his Recreation. 


VENATOR. 
AUCEPS. 


Piſce. VR Ou are well overtaken, Gen- 
EarEs tlmen, a good morning to 
FALGTS you both; I have ſtretched 

Sg my legs up Tottenbam-bill 


JreSaros 


2 The Compleat Angler. - Part, 'Y. ( 


Venat. Sir, I for my part ſhall almoſt an- 
ſwer.your hopes ,, for my . purpoſe. is. to.dripk 
my mornings draught at the Thatcht Howſe in | 
Hodſden, and I think not toreſt till I come thi- : 
ther, where I have appointed a friend or two : 
to meet me : but for this Gentleman that you * 
fee with me, I know not how far he intends his 
journey z he came o lately into my company, 
that I have ſcarce had time to ask him the que- 2 7 
ſtion. | 

Amnceps. Sir, I ſhall by your favour bear you * 
company as far as Theobalds , and there leave | 
you, for then I turn up to a friends houſe who |? 
_—_ for me, which I now long to ©: | 
EE. 88 } 
Venat. Sir, we areall ſo happy as to have a 7 
fine, freſh, cool morning , and 1 hope we (hall © 
each be the happier in the others company. And 
Gentlemen, that I may not loſe yours, I ſhall 3. 
either abate or amend my pace td enjoy itz }.. 
knowing that( as the Italians ſay )Good company 
ins Journey makes the way to ſeem the ſhorter. 

Auceps. It may do fo Sir, with the help of ; 


mY 6 


ECT CR TIRING EATS 5” 


> 


good diſcourſe , which methinks we may. pro- } Al 
miſe from you that both -look and ſpeak fo # by 
chearfully : and for my part I promiſe you, as # Ki 
an invitation to it, that I will be as free and o- Þ e 
penhearted , as diſcretion will allow me to be 7 
with (rangers. 3X 


Ven. and Sir, I promiſe the like. 


TN 
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* -Piſe..I am right glad to hear your anſwers, 
ok © and in confidence you ſpeak the truth', I fhall 
" 2 put,ona boldneſs to. ask you Sir, Whether bu- 
hi. 2 fingſs or pleaſure cauſed you to be fo early up, 
wo 4 and walk fo faſt, for this other Gentleman hath 
2 declared he is going to ſee a Hawk,that a friend 
his * mews for him. | 
Ven. Sir mine is a mixture of both, a little 


=p : buſineſs. and more pleaſure, for I intend this 

* day todo all my bulineſs, and then beſtow ano- 
3, © ther day or two in hunting the Orter, which a 
- ” friend that I go to meet, tells me,is much plea- 
h = ſanter than any other chaſe whatſoever; how- 
X Q *ſoever I mean to try it; for to morrow mor- 


ning we ſhall meet a pack of Otter dogs of x0- 
\ ble Mr Sadlers upon Amwell bill , who will 
Mall Z be there ſo early, that they intend to prevent 
ue” *the Sun-rifing, | - þ 
watt 4. Piſce Sir, my fortune has anſwered my de- 
” 4fires, and my purpoſe is to beſtow a day or two 
[On Zin helping to deſtroy ſome of choſe villanous 
2 vermin, for I hate them perfeQly, becauſe they 
f ; love fiſh ſo well, or rather , becauſe they de- 
2 0 = ſtroy ſo much 3 indeed fo much, that in my 
 # judgment all men that keep Otter-dogs ought to 
* have penſions from the King to encourage them 
to deſtroy the very breed of thoſe baſe Orters, - 
Z they do ſo much miſchief. 
\ Ven. But what ſay you to the Foxes of the 
2 Nation, would not you as willingly have them 
5 de- 
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The Compleat Angler, Parr. ?,? 
deſtroyed ?' for doubtleſs they doas much mil- 4 
chief as Orters do. 4 
Piſe. Oh Sir, if they do, it is not ſo mnch to 7 
me and my Fraternity: as thoſe baſe Vermine the | 
Otters do. © f 
Awc; Why Sir, I pray, of what Fraternity” , 
are you , that you are lo angry with the poor | 
Qrters. 
Pife. IT am (Sir) a brother of the Angle, and 
therefore-an enemy to the Orter : for you arc © 
to note, that we Anglers all love one another,” 
and therefore do I hate the Otter both ſor my. 
own and for their ſakes who arc of my brother-) 


VFCE= _ 


DD za 


- Ven, And I zma Jover of Hounds;l have fol- 
lowed many a pack of dogs many amile , -and © 
heard many merry huntfmen make ſport and: : 
ſcoff at Anglers. : 

' Auc, And 1 profeſs my {elf a Faulkner, and 
have heard many grave, ſerious men pity them,” 
*tis ſuch a heavy, contemptible , dull recreati-? 
ON. F 

Piſce, . You know Gentlemen; *tis an cal e 
thing to ſcoff at any Art or Recreation alittle 
wt mixt with i!! nature, confidence and matic 
will do itz but though they often venture bok 
ly, yet they are often caught even in their own. 
trap, according to that of Lucien, the father o 
ns family of Scoffers. 


2 0 prncyregpny 


> + 
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Lucia? 


by Gap: "The:Gompleat Angier. = 


well ckgll'd in ſeoffi ing,this hath wtit, ' 


7. Fra DR: x your folly which you think your wit: 
Hes vent oft void both of wit aud fear, 
|: Meaning #uother, whos gory err, yo yore. 


If to this you, dd what Solomoy. lays of 
Scoffers, that they-areabomination tomankind. 


- Lee him that thinks fit; ſoo ff on,andbea Scoffer 
- Gill, but I account;them 4ncraics £0-Me; and to 
all that love vertacand Angling, 


And for you that have heard many grave fe 


-”; rious. men-pity Anglers ;, let me tell you Sir, 


' there be many men'that aze by others taken to 


cial? 


- be ſerious and grave men, which we contemn 
| and pity.Men;that arg taken to be.grave,becaule 
/ Natuze hath made them of a lowrecomplcxion, 


money-getting-men , men that ipend all their 
time frſt; in. getting,,, ard;next in anxious care 
to keep itz men that.axc,condemaed to be rich, 
and then always bufic or. difcontented:for theſe 
poor-righ-men, we;Anglers pity them perſect- 
ly ., and fland jin no need to borrow their 


= thoughts40 think,our ſelves fo happys No,no, 
= Sir, we enjoy a contentednels aboye the reach 


of fuchdiſpolitious,;apd as the learned and in- 

gennous* Mowntagne ſayes like him-* 91 Apot.for 

felt - treely, [ *When my Cat and ] Ka. Sebeud- 

©«ntertain-cach-other with mutual apiſh tricks 

{ as playing with @ garter ) who knows _ 
& 


though am no ſcoffer, yet Thave(I pray let me 7 


$2 AND" - (60'0 

6 *The Compleat Angler, Part. 7. ! , 
**hat I make myCat more ſport than ſhe makes ; « 
"me? ſhall-I conclude her to be fimple , that } 1 
*has her time to begin or refuſe to play as freely 1 
*as I my ſelf have ? Nay, who knowes but that} 
*it is a defect of my not underſtanding her * 1 
"language ( for doubtles Cats talk and rea-' 1] 
"fon with one another that we agree no better: _ { 
*and who knows but that ſhe pittics me for be- . 2 
*ing no wiſer, than to play with her, and taughs + { 
and cenſures my follie for making ſport for her  « 
*when we too play together? ! ale® WC 
Thus freely ſpeaks Mouytaighe conetrning > 5 
Cats, and I hope'I may take as great's liberty * 1 
to blame any man,and lavgtt at.him too6'let him : 1 
be never ſo grave, that hath not heard/ what 2 « 
Anglers can ſay in the juſtification of their Art } | 
and Recreation; -which 1 miy'again tell: You 'is 2 1 
fo full of -pleafure, 'that we. need; not borrow © | 
their thoughts to think ouriſelves happy; -* - | | : 
Venat. Sir, you have almoſt amazed: me; for 3 | 


ſpeak it 'without offence) alwayes looked upon ©; 
Anglers as'tfjore' patient and'more limplemen, 2? 
than I fear (hall find Fou to be. ' © -* | 
Piſc. Sir, I hope you wilt not judge my ear- 7 . 
neſtneſs to be impatience: aid for my ſimplici= * 
ty, if by that you mean harmleſneſs, or that | 
ſimplicity which was ufually' found in the pri- } 
mitiveChriſtians;who-were (as -moit_Avglers } . 
are /quict men, and followers of peace =_ b 
tnat 


woot 
rant KF? 
| —_— 
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that were fo ſimply-wiſe, as not to ſell their 
Conſciences to buy riches, and 'with them v&- 
Xation and a fear to die, If you mean ſuch fim- 
ple men as lived in thoſe times when there were 
fewer Lawyers ? when men might have had a 


Lordſhip. ſafely convey:d to them in a piece of y 


Parchment no bigger than your hand, (though 
ſeveral ſheets will not do it ſafely in this wiſer 


+ age)I ay Sir, if you take us Anglers tobe fuck 


> fimple men as I have ſpoke of, then my ſelf and 


thoſe of my profeſſion will be glad to be fo un- 
derſtood: Bur if by ſimplicity you meant to ex- 


ing + preſs a general defe& in thoſe that profeſs and 
Tty - pradtife the excellent Art of Angling , I hope 


: in time to difabuſe you,and make the contrary 


at > appear ſocvidently , that if you will but have 


2n, 


2 paticnceto hear-me, I ſhall remove all the An> 
2 ticipations that diſcourſe,or time, or prejudice 
have poſſeſs'd you with againſt that laudable 
2 andancient art” 3 for I know it is. worthy the 
2 knowledge and-pradiiſe of a wiſe man. 

me 7 
ON 2 


But (Gentlemen )though I be able todo this, 
I am not ſo tihitfahnerly as to ingroſs all the dif 
courſe to my {elf;and theretore, you two having 
declared your ſelves, the one to be a lover of 
Hawks, the other of Hounds,1 ſhall be moſt glad 
to hear what you can ſay in the commendationof 
that recreation which each of you love and 
practiſe; and having heard what you can fay, 
I (hall be glad to exerciſe your attention with 
what 


'" WINE 
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what I can ſay concerning my ownRecreation8 | 
Art ofAngling,and by this means,we ſhall make 7. 
the way toſeem the ſhorter: and if you like my 7, 
motion, I would haye Mr.Faxlkzer to begin. 
Amc. Your motion is conſented to with all 
my heart, and to teſtific it, I will begin as you by 
have deſired me. 
And firſt, for the Element that I uſe to trade },. 
in,which is the Air,an Element of more worth .,; 
than weight,an Element that doubtleſs exceeds |, 
both the Earth and Water for though I ſome- 
times deal in both.yet the Air is moſt properly | £. 
mine, I and my Hawks uſe that moſt , and it ';., 
Ficlds us moſt recreation 3 it ſtops not the high 
ſoaring of my noble generous Falconiin it ſhe aſ= 5. 
cends to ſuch an height, as the dulleyes of beaſts _ <.,, 
and fiſh are not able to reach toztheir bodies are '\,,, 
£00 grols for ſuch high clevations:in the Air my *q,; 
troops of Hawks ſoar up on high, and when |, 
they are loſt in the ſight of men,then they attend 
upon and converſe with the gods, therefore I x, 
think my Eagle is fo juſtly ipled,! Foves ſervant * ,,, 
in Ordinary : and that very Faigon, that Iam | 1 
now going to (ce deſerves no meaner a title,for co 
ſhe ally in her flight endangers her elf, (like | ge. 
the (on of Dedalus ) to have her wings {corch'd |? þ,, 


by the Suns heat, ſhe flyes ſo near it, but her $ M; 


mettle makes her careleſs of danger , for ſhe ? 
then heeds nothing, but makes her nimble Pi- 
ajons cut the fluid air , and fo makcs her high Þ} & 
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way over the ſteepeſt mountains and deepeſt ri- 
wvers, and in her glorious carere looks with con : 
Ny *rempt upon thoſe high Steeples and magnifi- 
cent Palaces which we adore and wonder at z 
all from which height I can make her to deſcend: 
by a word from my mouth ( which ſhe both. 
knows and obeys ) to accept of meat from my 
de hand, to own me for her Maſter, to go home 
th with me, and be willing the next day to afford 
ds me the like recreation. 
al And more 5 this Element of Air which I pro- 
ly © febs to trade in, the worth of it is ſuch, and it 
it js of ſuch neceſſity, that no creature whatſoe- 
ver, not only thoſe numerous creatures that 
u- feed on the face of the Earth, but thoſe various 
lis creatures that have their dwelling within the 
Te "waters, every creature that hath life in its no- 
ny -ſirils ſtands in need of my Element, The Wa- 
en '*ters cannot preſerve the Fiſh without Air, wit- 
nd neſs the not breaking of Ice in an extream 
1 Froſt ; the reaſon is, for that if the inſpiring 
*and expiring, Organ of any animal be opt, it 
Mm ſuddenly yields to Nature, and dies. Thus ne- 
- ceſſary is Air to the exiſtence both of Fiſh and 
ke > Beaſts, nay, even to Man himſelf ; that Air or 
'd = breath of life with which God at firft inſpired 
Kr 7 Mankind, he, if he wants it, dies preſently, be- 
3 comes a fad objec to all that loved and be- 


i- © held him,. and in an inſtant turns to putre- 
gi 7 ion. | 
"ay ! C Nay 
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Nay more, the very birds of the air, ( thoſs 7 1 


that be not Hawks ) are both ſo many, and & * 
ufeful and pleaſant to mankind, that I muſt not * 
let' them paſs without ſome obſervations : * C 
They both feed and refreſh himzfeed him with 7,01 
their choice bodies, and refreſh him with their 
Heavenly voices. I will not undertake to men- © 
tion the ſeveral kinds of Fowl by which this is 1a 
done 3 and his curious palate pleaſed by day, : V' 
and which with their very excrements afford Fe 
be 
eh 
w 
E 


Q. 


him a ſoft lodging at night. * Theſe I will paſs 
by, but not thoſe little nimble Muſicians of: 
the air, that warble forth their curious Ditties, 
with which Nature hath furniſhed them to the 
ſhame of Art, 

As firfi the Lark, when ſhe means to rejoyce ; - 
to chear her ſelf and thoſe that hear her, ſhe | 2 
then quits the earth, and ſings as ſhe aſcends of 
higher into the air, and having ended her Hea-:: Y* 
venly imployment, grows then mute and ſad to © ch 
think ſhe muſt deſcend to the dull earth, which | '4 
ſhe would not touch but for neceſſity. g CC 

How do the Black-bird and Thraſſel with © 


"4 


their melodious voices bid welcome to the: 
chearful Spring, and in their fixed Months TP. 
warb'e forth ſuch ditties as no art or inſtru! 
ment can reach to ? 7 do 

Nay, the ſmaller birds alſo do thelike in} © 
their particular ſeaſons, as natnely the Leve-3 ©© 
rock, the Tit-lark,, the little Lixnet,and the ho'! Ri 


+ 
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oſs © neſt Robin, that loves mankind both alive and 
if | dead. | WA, 

not |} Bur the Nightingale (another of my Ai 
ns ; | Creatures) breaths ſuch ſweet loud tnukick 
zich + Out of her little inſtrumental throit, that it 
heir might make mankind to think Miracles are not 
xen- ctaſed. He. that at midnight ( when the very 
is is Jabourer ſleeps ſecurely) ſhould hear (a$ I have 
lay, _ Very often ) the clear airs, the ſweet deſcancs, 
ord the natural riſing and falling, the doubling and 
paſs redoubling of her voice, might well be lifted 4- 
» of. bovecarth, andſay 4 Lord, what Muſick haſt 
ties, . thou provided for the Saints in Heaven, 
the when thou affordeſt bad men ſuch muſick oh 

Earth! 

ice; And this makes me the leſs to wonderat the 

ſhe | Many Avieries in 1raly, or at the great charge 
-nds.. Of Yarro his Avierie, the ruines of which are 
Jez.. yet to be ſeen in Rome, and is ſtill ſo famous 
4 to | there, that itis reckoned for one of thoſt No» 
hich - fables which men of forraign Nations cither re- 

: cord,or lay up in their memories when they r& 

ith. (urn from travel, | 

the This for the birds of pleaſure, of which very 
nth; much more might be ſaid. My nextſhall be 
ry}. Of Birds of Political uſe 3 I think *tis no to be 

* doubted that Swallows have been taught to 

e in | carry Letters - betwixt two Armies. But * tis 
eve. | certain that when the Turks beliceged Malre of 


| 1 [\/0 


Ft pj 
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'rclates it to be done betwixtAleppo andBabylon, - 
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(geons are then related to carry and recarry Let} |, 
ters. And Mr.G. Sandy in his Travels ( fol.269g.): 


But if that be disbelieved;*tis not to be doubted | 2 v 
that the, Dove was ſent out of the Ark by Noah, 3 bh 


-to give him notice of Land,when to him all ap ;, 
-peared to be Sea 3 and the Dove proved a faith | , 


ful and comfortable meſſenger. And for the Sa- | | 
crifices of the Law, a pair of Turtle Doves or : 0 
young Pigeons were as well accepted as coſtly - 
Bulls and Rams. And when God would feed 

the Prophet Elijab, ( 1 King-17. ) after a kind 

of miraculous manner he did it by Ravens,who 
brought him-meat morning and evening. Laſily, 
the Holy Ghoſt when he deſcended vilibly upon + 
our Saviour, did it by aſſuming the ſhape of a 


Dove. And,to conclude this part of my diſcourſe, + 


pray remember theſe wonders. were done by .. 
birds of the Air, the Element in which they. 
and1I take ſo much pleafure. s 
There is alſo a little contemptible winged 
Creature (an Inhabitant of my Aerial Element) 
namely,the laborious Bee,of whoſe Pradence,Po- | 
icy and regular Government of their ownCom, ; 
monwealth I might ſay much, as alſo of their: 
ſeveral kinds, and how uſeful their honey and. \ 
waX is both for meat and Medicines to man-* 1 
kind 3 but I will leave themr-to their ſweet la- © 
bour, without the leaſt difurbance, believing - 
them to be all very buſic at this very time a* ] 


- 
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Let monegſt the herbs and flowers that we ſee nature 
69); puts forth this May morning. 
ylou, * And now to return to my Hawks from 
bted ; whom I have made too long a digreſſion 3 you 
Voab,? re tonote, that they are uſually diſtinguiſhed 
laÞ* jnto-two kinds 3 namely, the long-winged and 
th the ſhort-winged- Hawk: of the firſt kind, 
ny there be chiefly ini uſe amongſt us in this Nati- 
o'> on, 

oftly The Gerfalcon and Jerkin. 
feed  - The Falcon and Taſſel-gentel. 
Kind The Laner and Laneret. 
who”; The Bockgrel and: Bockeret. 
ily, The Saker and Sacaret, . 
Pol The Marlinand Fack: Marlin, 
f 2 The Hobby and Fack, 
le, There is the Stelletto of Spins; 
by... The Bloxd red Rook from -Twrky. 
hey” The Waskite from Virginia. 

* . And thereis of ſhort-winged Hawks 
ped * The Eagle and Iron. . :. 
nt) The Goſhawk and Tarcel. 
Po- The Sparbawk and Murket.. + 
mM: The French Pye of two ſorts. 
cit!  Thelſe' are reckoned - Hawks of note and 

* worth , but' we have alſo. of an inferiour . 
rank. | 
The Stanyel, the Ringtail, 
The Raven, the Buzzard. ' 
The forked Kite, the bald Bxzzerd. - 

C 3 .." The 
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-»"The Hexsdriver, and others that I forbear to; 
name. ae f ps : £: "1532 22 
:.: Gentlemen, If 1ſhould enlarge my diſcourſe % ® 
ta the obſervation of the: Eives,; the Braucbey, hi 
the Ramiſh Hawk, the Heggard, and the two © de 
farts of Lanmers, and then treatof their ſeveral © 8 
Ayrios, their Mewings, ' rare ' oxder of caſting, | ** 
and the renovation of their Featbers; their re- + if 
claiming, dyeting, and then come to their rare 4 {i 
ftories of practice > I fay, if I ſhould enter into © * 
theſe, and many other obſervations that I could 
make,it would be much, very much pleafure to 
me: but leſt I ſhoald. break the rules of Civili- 
ty with you, by taking up more than the pro- 
portion of time allotted to'me, Lt will here 
break off, and entreat you: Mr:Fewavor, to ſay 
what you are abke in the commendation of 
Hunting, ta which you are fo mach affected, *> 
and if time will ferve, I wilt beg I favour 


es Ee PRES. - 
ERNIE AS. We: ; 


for a furthey enlaxgement of fome of thoſe ſeve- * 
ral heads of which I have ſpoken. But no more © 

at preſent, Ions ant ok. 11 
Penat.Well Sir,and I willnow takeimy turn 

and will firſt begin with -a' commendation 
thecarth,as you have done moſt excellently of 
the Air, the Earth'bcing that Element 'upon 
which I drive my pleaſant, wholſom, hungry 
trade, The Earth'is'a ſolid; ' ſctled Element ; 
an Element moſt univerfally beneficial} both to 
man and-beaft 3' to men wha have their feveral 
| Rc- 
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7 Recreations upon it, as Horſe-races, Hunting, 
; # Gweet ſmells, pleaſant walks: The Earth feeds 
2 man, and all thoſe ſeveral beaſts that both feed 
2 him,and afford him recreation: What pleaſure 
2 doth man take in hunting the ſtately Stog, the 
= generous Buck, the Wild Boar, the cunning Or- 
: ter, the crafty Fox, and the fearful Hare ? And 
> ifI may deſcend toa lower Game ? what plea- 
2 (ure is it ſometimes with Gins to betray the ve- 
: ry vermine of the carth ? as namely,the Fichot, 


is 


the Fulimart,the Ferret,the Pole-cat,the Monld- 


; warp, and the like creatures that live upon the 


face,and within the bowels of the earth. How 


: doth the earth bring forth herbs, flowers and 
; fruits, both for pbyſick and the pleaſure of man- 
: kind? and above all, to me at leaſi,the fruitful 
> Vine, of which, when I drink moderately, it 
-; clears my brain, chears my heart, and ſharpens 


my wit. How could Cleopatrs have feaſted 
Mark, Anteny with cight Wild Boars roaſted 
whole at one Supper, and other meat ſuitable,if 
the earth had not been a bountiful mother ? But 
to paſs by the mighty Elephant,which the earth 
breeds and nouriſheth, and deſcend to the leaſt 
of creatures,how doth the earth afford us a do- 
drinal example in the little Piſmire,who in the 
Summer provides and lays up her Winter pro- 
viſien, and teaches man to do the like?the carth 
feeds and carries thoſe horſes that carry us, If 
I would be prodigal of my time and your pati- 
C 4 ence 


ence, what might not | ſay in commendations 
of the earth ? That puts limits to the proud and 
raging Sea, 'and by that means preſerves both 
man and beaſt that it deſiroys them not, as we 
ſee it daily doth thoſe that venture upon theSca, 
and are there ſhip-wrackt, drowned,and left to 
feed Haddocksz when we that are ſo wiſe as to 
keep our ſelves on earth,walk.and talk,and live, 
and eat,and drink, and goa bunting : of which 
recreation I will ſay a little,and then leave'Mr. 
Pifcator to the commendation of Angling. 


Hunting is a game for Princes and noble per- % 
ſons; it hath been highly prized in all Ages 3 2 


it was one of the qualifications that Xexophore 


beſtowed on his Cyrus, that he was a Hunter of 
Hunting trains up the younger 3 
Nobility to the uſe of manly exerciſes in their /? 


wild beaſts, 


riper age. What more manly exerciſe than buy- 


ting the Wild Bore, the Stag, the Buck,, the Fox : 


or the Hare ? How doth it preſerve health,and 
increaſe ſtrength and aQivity ? 

And for the Dogs that we uſe, who can com= 
mend their excellency to that height which they 
deſerve ? How perfe& is the Hound at ſmell- 
img, who never leaves or forſikes his firſt (cent, 
but follows it through ſo many changes and va- 
rieties of other ſcents,cven over,and in the wa- 
ter, and into the earth? What mulick doth a 

ack of Dogs then make to any wan, whoſe 
cart and cars are ſo happy as to be {ct to the 
| 7 tune 
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2 tune of ſuch inſtruments ? How will a righe 
2 Greybound fix his eye on the beſt Buck in a herd, 
th 3 ſingle him out, and follow him, and him- only 
7e 2 through a whole herd of Raſcal game, and ſtill 
a, ® know and then kill him?For myHounds I know 
0 the language of them, and they know the lan- 
© > guage and meaning of one another as perfely 
e, as we know the voices of thoſe with whom we 
h diſcourſe daily, EA | 
r. >} Imightenlarge my ſelf in the commendati- 

on of Hunting, and of the noble Hound eſpeci- 
'- ally,as alſo ef the docibleneſs of dogs in general; 

z *and I might make many obſervations of Land- 
# creatures, that for compoſition, order, figure 
f and conſtitution, approach neareſt to the com- 
3 pleatneſs and underſtanding of man eſpecially 
Zof thoſe creatures which Moſes in the Law per- 
= 3 mitted to the Jews, (which have cloven Hoofs 
x © and chew the Cud ) which I (hall forbear to 
4 name, becauſe I will not be fo uncivil to 

: Mr. Piſcator, as not to allow him a time for 
- #the commendation of Angling, which he calls 
/ Zan Art; butdoubtleſs *cis an calie one: and Mr. 
- v3 Auceps, I doubt we ſhall hear a watry dif- 
= courſe of it ; but 1 hope twill . notbe a long 
2 one. 
Z Axc. And I hope (o too, though I fear 
2 it will. 
3 Piſ. Gentlemen; let not prejudice prepoſ- 
3 ſels you. I confeſs my diſcourſe is like to 
3 prove 
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Prayeſuitable to my Recreation calm and quiey | any 
we ſeldom take the name of God into ow a1 
mouths,but it is either to praiſe him or pray to.? _ * 
him if others uſe it vainly in the midſt of their? gie 
Jecreations, ſo vainly as if they meant to con-@ hac 
Jare 3 I muſt tell you, it is neither our fault na ger 
Qur cuſtomz we proteſt againſt it, But,” - 
pray remember I accuſe no body 3 for as I} pla 
would not make a watry diſcourſe, ſo I would 7 car 
not put too much vinegar into it ; nor would |/7 the 
xaiſe the reputation of my own Art by the di? cog 
minution or ruine of anothers. And fo muck®* ron 
for the Prologue to what I mean to (ay. mo 
. And now for the Water, the Element that[ 7 eq | 
trade in. The water is the eldeſt daughter of the 7 tol 
Creation,the Element upon which the Spirit of 2 wei 
Gad did firſt move, the Element which God7 cre: 
commanded to bring forth living creatures a dey 
bundantly 3 and without which thoſe that in-'® the 
habit the Land, even all creatures that haw'? gait 
breath in their noſirils muſt ſuddenly return to? ma; 
putrefation. Moſes the great Law-giver and? this 
chief Philoſopher, skilled in all the learning «2 cy « 
the Egyptians, who was called the friend ol#s * 
Gad, and knew the mind of the Almighty, Er 
names this Element the firlt in the Creation;Z out 
this is the Element upon which the Spirit oF and 
God did firſt move, and is the chief Ingredient® and 
in the Creation: many Philoſophers hareZ run 
made it to comprehend all the other —_— ther 
and 2 
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4 Zand moſt allow it the chicfeſt in the mixtion of 
ur all living creatures. - 

' to:7 - There be that profeſs to believe that all bo» 
ir dies are made of water,. and may be reduced 
2-# back again to watcr only: they endeavaqur to 
x demonſtrate it thus, 

t,” TakeaH#ilow (or any likeſpetdy growing 
; IZ plant) newly rooted in a box or barrel full of 
ld} carth, weigh them altogether exactly when 
d I'Z the tree begins to grow, and then' weigh all 


di'7 together after the tree is increaſed from its huſt 
ICH: 


2 


= rooting to weigh an- hundred pound weight 
2 more than when it was firſt rooted/ and weigh- 
tl Zed ; and you (hall find this augment of the tree 
the 7 tohe withotit the diminution of one dram 
of} weight of the earth. "Hence they infer this in- 
0,7 creaſe of wood to be from water of rain,or from 
; 43 dew,and not to be from any other Element. And 
in-2 they affirm, they can reduce this wood back a- 
27 gain to water 3 and they affirm alſo the ſame 

to. may be done in any animal or vegetable. And 
ne'7 this I take to be a fair teſtimony of the excellen+ 
0.7 cy of my Element of Water. 

os The Water is more produQtive than the 
2 Eartb. Nay,the earth hath no fruicfulneſs with- 
3 out ſhowers or dews;for all the berbs,and flowers, 
2 and fruit are produced and thrive by the waterz 
Z and the very Minerals are fed by ttreams that 
2 run under ground, whoſe natural courſe carries 
7 them to che tops of many high mountains, ag 
we 
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we ſee by ſeveral ſprings breaking forth on the - 
tops of the higheſt hills 3 and this is alſo wit« ? 
nefſed by the daily trial and teſtimony of ſeve- | 4 
__ Nay, theincreaſe of thoſe creatures that are\. 
bred and fed in the water ,. are not -only more® 
and more miraculous , but more advantagious: 
toman, not only for the lengthning of his life, # 
but for the preventing of ſickneſs 5 for *tis ob.' 7 
ſerved by the mott learned Phyticians, that, the? 
caſjing off of . Lent and ;other Fiſh-daies,”7 
Cwhich hath . not only given the Lie to ſo ma-® 
ny learned, pious, wiſe Founders of Colledges, '£ 
for which we ſhould be aſhamed) hath doubt- Y 
leſs been the chief cauſe of: thoſe many putrid, * 
ſhaking, intermitting Agues, unto which this 
Nation of ours is now more ſubje& than thoſe: 
wiſer Countries that feed on Herbs , Sallets , 
and plenty of Fiſhz of which it is obſerved i in.) 
Story, that the greateſt part of the world now” 
do. And it may be fit toremember that Moſer * 
(Lev.11,9. Dent. 14.9.) appointed Fiſh to -be. 3 
the chief diet for the belt Common-wealth hath 
ever yet was. 3 
And it is obſervable not only that there ares 
fiſh, (as namely the Whale ) three times as big 
as the mighty Elephant; that is fo herce in} | 
batte] ; but that the mighricſt Feaſts bave been 7 
of Fiſh. . The Romans inthe height of their E 
glory have made Fiſh the miſtreſs of all theit 3 


enter- b 
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the | entertainments; they have had Mufick to uſher 
wit, 2 in their $ turgeons, Lampreys and Mxllets, which 
eve. | they would purchaſe at rates rather tobe won- 
2 dred at than believed. He that ſhall view the 
tare Writings of Macrobins or Varrs, may be con- 
nor firmed and informed of this, and of the incre-- 
-\. > ible value of their Fiſh,and fiſh-ponds. 

-} Bur, Gentlemen, I have almoſt loſt my (elf, 
2 which I confeſs I may eaſily do in this Philoſo- 
'* phical Diſcourſe 3 I met with molt of it very 
= lately (and I hope happily) in a conference 
= with a moft learned Phyfician, Dr. barton, a 
2 dear Friend 3 that loves both me and my Arr 
= of Angling.But however I will wade no deeper 
> in theſe myſterious Arguments,but paſs to ſuch. 
.' > Obſervations as I can manage with more plea- 

hoſe} fure, and leſs fear of running into error. ButT 

wa > mult not yet forſake the Waters, by whole help 

di "mt we have ſo many known advantages. 


nd 3 And firſt (to paſs by the miraculous cures 
Hofer b of our known Baths) how advantagious is the 


bh 5 Sea for our daily Traffiquezwithout which we 
2 could not now ſubfitt ? How does it not only 


that 2 furniſh us with food and Phyfick for the bodies, 
are but with ſuch Obſervations for the mind as in- 
bj 9 genious perſons would not want ? 


Z How ignorant had we been of the beauty ot 
2 Florence, of the Monuments,Urns,and Rarities - 
> that yet remain in, and near unto old and new 
..Y Kome, (ſo many as it is {aid will take up a years - 
3 c1ume 


22 The CompleatAngler. Part. },7 
time to view, atd afford to cach of them but 1% 
convenient confiderationz,) and therefore it 
not tobe wondred at, that fo learned and de % 
vout aFather as St. Ferome, after his with to have} 
ſeen Chriſt in the fleſh, and to have heard $t,R, 
Paul preach, makes his third wiſh,to have ſeen, 
Rome in her glory ; and that glory is not yet- all” #3 
loſt,for what pleaſure i is it to ſce theMonumients 7 
of Livy, the choicett of the Hiſtorians : of Twl- | 
Iy, the beſt of Orators; and: to ſee the Bay-tree q 
that now grow out of the very Tomb of Virgilt-” 
Theſe to any that love Learning muſt be ple, 
ſing. But what pleaſure is it toa devout Chri-7 
tian to ſee there the humble houſe in which St. 
Paul was content to dwell ; aud to view the © 
many rich Statues that are there made in ho- ; 
nour of his memory ?nay, to ſee the very place 2 
in which St.Peter and he lie buried together ? 7 
Theſe are in and near to Rome. And how much * F 
more doth it pleaſe the pious curiolity of aChri- | & 
ſign toſec that place on which the bleſſed Sa- ? 
viour of the world was pleaſed to humble him- -: 
ſelf, and to take our nature upon him, and to * 
converſe with men : to ſee Mount Sion, Teru- © 
ſalem and the very Sepulchre of our Lord Jeſus? © 4 
How may it beget and heightcn the zeal of a Z 
Chriſtian to ſee the Devotions that are daily Z 
paid to him at that place? Gentlemen, leſt 1 for-. # 
get my {lf I will ftop here, and remember you, 2 
that but for my Element of water the Inhabi-. 3 
tants * 
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but 1 Fecnts of this poor Iſland muſt remain ignorant 
© 1t 8 Fthat ſuch things ever were,or that any of the 
Fhave yet a being. 
have} Gentlemen,1 might both enlarge and loſe my 
ZClf in ſuch like Argurnents 3 I might tell you 
*Zchat Almighty God is faid to have ſpoken to a 
'&t- all” piſp, but never to a Beaſt 3 that he hath madea 
ments 5 xy/þale a Ship to carry and ſet his Prophet Jo- 
Tx 7 ,.h Cafe on the appointed ſhore. Of theſe I 
-rees} might ſpeak, but I muſt in manners break off , 
gill” for I ſee Theobalds houſe. I cry you mercy for 
Plca*\ being ſolong, and thank you tor your pati> 
T7 ence, 
t, b| Anceps. Sir,my pardon is eaſily granted you: 


v the” 1 except againſt nothing that you have faid 3 


#4. 
LS an 


> 


n ho- 7 nevertheleſs, I muſt part with you at this Park- 
place 2 wall, for which I am very ſorry but I afſure 
her / 7 you Mr.Piſcator, I now part with you full of 
nuch #7 200d thoughts , not only of your ſelf,but your 
-hri- 7 Recreation. And ſo Gentlemen, God keep you 
nim- } Piſce. Well,now Mr.Venator you ſhall neither 
d to? want time nor my attention to hear you enlarge 
ferns 7 your Diſcourſe concerning Hunting. 


elus? }  Penat. Not I Sir, I remember ycu ſaid that 
of a Argling it ſelf was of great Antiquity, and n 
laily 7 perte&t Artyand an Art not eaſily attained to; 
for-. '} and you have ſo won upon me in your fortmer 
as 2 diſcourſe, that I am very deſirous to hear what 
abi-. : 


you can ſay further concerning thoſe particulars. 
Piſe, 


ants © 
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Pife. Sir, I did fay ſo, and I doubt not but if 7 
you and I did converſe together but a few: 
hours, to leave you poſſeſt with the ſame high 7 
and happy thoughts that now poſſeſs me of it; 
not only of theAntiquity of Angling,but that it} 
deſerves commendations, and that it is an Art,Þ 
and an Art worthy the knowledg and praQtife'3 , 
of a wiſe man. *b 

Venat.PraySir,ſpeak of them what you think 2 ,, 
fit, for welhave yet tive miles to the Thatcht- 7 
Houſe, during which walk,I dare promiſe you,/7 ; 
my patience , and diligent attention ſhall not $ 
be wanting, Andit you hall make that to ap- þ 
pear which you have undertaken, firſt,that it is * 
an Art, and an Art worth the learning, I ſhall * 
beg that I may attend you a day or two a ; 
fiſhing , and that 1 may become your Sor þ- 
and be inftrated in the Art it felt which you” 
ſo much magnihe. | 

Piſe. O Sir, doubt not but that Angling is; 
an Art; is it not an Art te deccive a Trout 
with anartificial Flie ? a Troxt ! that is more 
ſharp ſighted than any Hawk you have nam'd, 
and more. watchful and timorous than your? 
high mettled Marliz is bold ? and yet, I doubt 
not to catcha brace or two to morrow, for a * 
friends breakfalt : doubt not theretfore,Sir, but 7 

that Angling is an Art,and an Art vvorth your 
learning : the Queſtion i is rather, vvhether you # 
. be capable of learning it ? for Angling is a p- 

W a |: 
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ut i 2 what like Poetry, men are tobe born fo: I mean, 
few Twitch inclinations to it, though both may be 
bigh 7 heightned by diſcourſe and praGtice, but he that 
of 16 hopes to be a good Angler muſt not, only bring 
"at tY an inquiring , ſearching, obſerving wit 3 but he - 
Art, Z muſt bring a large meaſure of hope andbpatience, 
Ct and a love and propenſity to the Art it ſelf 3 
. - '# but having once got and practis'd it,then doube 
hink -* not but Angling will prove to be fo pleaſant, 
tcbt-'* that it will prove to be like Vertue, @ reward to 
Inot'? 'Venat. Sir, I am now become ſofull of expe- 


> ap» 2 cation that I long much to have you proceed3 
1t1S'7 and in the order that you propoſe. | 
ſhall”? Piſce. Then firſt,for the antiquity of Angling, 
YO 2 7 of which I ſhall nat fay much, but onely this 
olar,”? Some ſay it is as ancient as Dencalions Flood ; 
yOu!” others that Bels, who was the firſt Inventer of 
. 2 Godly and vertuous Recreations , was the firſt 
'g 15. Inventer of Angling:and ſome others ſay(for for- 
rout 7 mertimes have had their diſquiſitions about the 
nore 2 Antiquity of it) that Seth, one of the Sons of 4- 
n*d, 7 dam, taught it to his Sons , and that by them it 
your 7 was derived to poſterity:others Gay, that he left 
Z it engraven on thoſe pillars which he ercaed, 
2 and truſted to preferve the knowledge of the 
= Mathematicks, Muſick, and the rcſt of that pre- 
7 cious knowledge,and thoſe uſeful Arts which by 
you 3 Gods appointment or allowance and his noble 
me- 2 induſtry were thereby preſerved from periſhing 
what? in Noabs flood, D Theſe 


& 
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Theſe, Sir, have been the opinions of ſeveral 7 
men, that have pollibly endeavorcd to make 7 
Angling more ancient than is needful , or may 
well be warranted 3 but for my part,I ſhall con- tl 


tent my ſelf in telling you that Angling is much & 
more ancient than the Incarnation of our Savi-? w 


our 3 for in the Prophet Amos mention is made? 
of filp-hooks 3, and in the Book of Fob ( which 2 ** 
was long before the days of Amor(for that book } 7 
is faid to be writ by Moſes ) mention is made; fa 
alſo of fiſh-hooks, which muſt imply Anglers in? 
thoſe times. : 
But, my worthy friend , as I would rather'* 
prove my ſelf a Gentleman by being learned and? 
bumble,valiant,and inoffenſiue vertuous,and com- 
municable, than by any fond-oſtentation of ri-7 


ches, or wanting thoſe vertues my ſelf, boaſt th 
that theſe were in my Anceſtors(and yet I gran 4 
that where a noble-and ancient deſcent and ſuch) 
merits meet in any man, it is a doable dignitis << 
cation of that iperfon : ) So if 'this Antiquity js B 
Angling, (which for my part] have-not Cad | Pt 
: ſhall like an ancient family, be either an honowY © 
- or an ornament to' this vertaous Art. whichlF ** 
profeſs tolove and pradice, I thall be'the g ad- ©2 
der that I made an accidental mention of the P* 
antiquity of it;zof which 1 ſhall-ſay no*more but? ar 
proceed to that juſt commendation which 1% " 


think it deſerves. 4 


"ED." . " Rm 
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| And for that:I- ſhall tell you, that in angeene 


2 times a debate hath riſen ,: ( avd it remains yet 

2 unreſolved )) Whether the happineſs of man in 
2 this world doth:conliſt more in Contemplation or 
8 ation? 


..Concexning which ſome have endeavoured 


* to maintain their opinion of the firſt, by ſay- 
7 ing, That tbe xearer we Mortals come to God by 
: "my of imitation,the more bappy-we are, And they 
2 ay, 

7 tion of bis own anfiniteneſſe, Eternity, Power and 
® Goodneſs, and the like. And upon this ground 
Z many Cloyſteral men of great learning and de- 
F votion prefer Contemplation before Afton. And 
2 many of the fathers, ſeem to approve this opi- 
- i 3 nion,as may appear in theirCommentaries upon 
Z the words of. our Saviour to Martha, Luke 10, 
= 41,42, + | 


hat God exzoys bimelf only by a coutempla- 


Anad on the contrary, there want not men'of 


= cqual authority and credit, that prefer adton to 
= be the more exc<llent,as namely experiments 2 
# Phyſick,,and the application of it bath for the eaſe 
2 ard prolongationof mans life;hy which cach man 
7 is enabled toat and do good toothers 3 cithey 
7 to {ſerve his Councrey, or do good to particulax 
# perſons and they. fay alſo, That. ation js. Do- 
2 Griual, and teacbes bath art and vertue. andis 4 
2 maintainer of. humane ſociety and for thele,and 
# other like reaſons to be preferred before con- 
= templation. 


D2 Concerning 


25 The Compleat Angler, Parr. 15 


Concerning which two opinions I ſhall for- 
bear to add a third by declaring my own,and'? #: 
reſt my ſelf contented in telling you (my ve 3 
ry worthy friend) that both theſe meet toge-® 
ther, and do moſt properly belong to the moſiy n 
boneſt ingenuous,quiet,and A art of Ang-* £ 
ling. 2 ©. 

And firſt,I ſhall tell you what ſome have ob- 7 £ 
ſerved,(and I have found it to be a real truth) * 
that the very ſitting by the Rivers ſide is not? 
only the quieteſt and fitteſt place for contem-i 
plation, but will invite an Angler to it: and! 
this ſeems to be maintained by the learned Pet, 
du Moulin, who (in his Diſcourſe of the ful-* 
filling of Prophefies_) obſerves, that when God 
intended to reveal any future events or high” 
notions to his Prophets, he then carried them: 
either to the Deſarts or the Sea-ſpore, that ha® 
ving ſo ſeparated them from amidſt the preſs of? 
people and buſineſs, and the cares of the world,” 
he might ſettle their mind ina quict repoſe,and:? © 
there make them fit for Revelation. 4 

And this ſeems alſo to be intimated by the? 2 
Children of 1/rael, ( Pſal.137.) who having in; 
a fad condition baniſhed all mirth' and mutick” 
from their perifive hearts, and having hung, up; 
their then mute Harps upon the Willow-trees h 
growing by the Rivers of Babylon, fate down C 


upon thoſe banks bemoaning the ruines of Si: : 


£5 


ox , and contemplating their own ſad conditi- ! 
ON» And > 


; 
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for- Andan ingenuous Spaniard fays,That Rivers 
,and | and the Inbabitents of the watry Element were 
* ve | made for wiſe men to contemplate, andfools t0 
oge- | paſs by without conſideration. And though I will 
EZ not rank my ſelf in the number of the firſt, yet 
2 give me leave to free my ſelf from the laſt, by 
= offering to you a ſhort contemplation , firſt of 
2 Rivers, and. then of Fiſþ 3 concerning which I 
2 doubt not but to give you many obſervations 
2 that will appear very conſiderable : I amſure 
= they have appeared fo to me, and made many 
{7 an hour paſs away more pleaſantly, as I have 
'* fate quietly on a flowry Bank by a calm River, 
2 and contemplated what I ſhall now relate to 
od © YOu, 
high L And firſt concerning Rivers 3 there be ſo ma- 


hem? ny wonders reported and written of them, and 

ha of theſeveral Creatures that be bred and live 
fof® inthemy and,thoſe by Authors of ſo good cre- 
T1d.% dit, that we need not to deny them an hiſtori- 


and } cal Faith, 

> As namelyof aRiver in Epirus, that puts out 
the? any lighted Torch, and kindles any Torch that 
g in} was not lighted. Some Waters being drank 
fick 5 cauſe madneſs, ſorne drunkenneſs, and ſome 
; up laughter to death. The River Selarns in a few 
recs | hours turns a rod or wand to ſtone : and our 
_ } Cambden mentions the like in England and the 
$i- like in Lochmere in Ireland, There is alſo a Ri- 
iti- | Ver in Arabia,of which all the ſheep that drink 
nd - D 3 thereof 


; 


*> 
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thereof have their woot turned into a Vermi. *£ 
lion colour: And one of no leſs credit than ri- Fl 
ftotle,telts us of z merry River, (the River Elfi- 7 
2a) chat dances at the noiſe of mufick, for wich 
mulick it bubbles, dances and grows fandy,# 
and fo continues till the mufick' ceaſes, but® tu 
then it preſently returns to its wonted calmnefs 7 
and clearneſs. And Cambden tells us of a Well £ 
near to Kerby in Weſtmoreland, that bbs and © 
flows ſeveral times every day : andthe tells' us 
.of a River in Szrry(it is called Mole )that after 
it has run ſeveral miles, being oppoſed by hills, Z 
finds or makes it felf a way under grotmd,and 7 
breaks out again fo far off, that the Inhabitants? 
thereabout boaſt, (as the Spaniards do of their: 
River Anes )that they feed divers flocks of ſheep 
upon-a Bridge. And laſtly,tor I would not tire} 
your patience, one of no leſs authority than f0- ; 
ſepbus that learned Jew, tells us of a River in ® 
Fades, that runs ſwiſtly all the fix days of the ©: 
_ week, and ſtands till and reſts all their Sab-., 
bath, 

But I will lay afide my Difcourſe of Rivers | 
and tell you ſome things of the Monſiers, or ? 
Fiſh, call them what you will, that they breed 
and feed in them. Pliny the Philoſopher ſays, 
(in the third Chapter of his ninth Book ) chat 
in the Indian Sea, the fiſh call*d” the Balenz or 
Whirle-Pool is ſo long and broad;as to take up 
more in length and bredth than two Acres' of | 

ground, | 
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rimi. Zground,and of other fiſh of two hundred cubits 
4x5: Zong 3 and that in the River Ganges, there be 
fr. 3Ecles of thirty toot long. He ſays there, that 
with Jtheſe Monſters appear in that Sea only, when 
ndy, © the termpeſtuous winds oppoſe the Torrents of 
but & Waters falling from the Rocks into it, and fo 
meſs 7 turning what lay at the bottom to be ſeen on 
Well - the waters top. And he fays, that the people 
ang: of Cadars (an Iſland near this place) make the 


® of theſe great Eeles found wrapt, or interwo-.- 
Z ven together. He tells us there, that it appears 
HO - that Dolphins love mufick,and will come,when 
hejx > call'd for, by ſome men or boys,that know and 
= uſe to feed them, and that they can ſwim as 
= ſwift as an Arrow can be ſhot out a Bow, and 
2 muchof this is ſpoken concerning the Dol- 
: = phinandother Fiſh, as may be found alſo in 
2 learncd Dr. Caſaubonus Diſcourſe of Credulity, 
2 and Incredulity,printed by him about the year 
Z 1670, 

I know, we Iſlanders are averſe to the belief 
of theſe wonders : but,there be ſo many ſtrange 
Creatures to be now ſeen (many colle&ed by 
Fobn Tredeſcant,and others added by my friend 
Elias Aſhmole Eſq;,who now keeps them care- 
tully and methodically at his houſe near to 
Lambeth near London) as may get ſome belicf 
of ſome of the other wonders I mentioned. I 
D 4 will 
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will tell you ſome of the wonders that you may”. 
now ſee, and not ti!l then believe, unleſs you © 1 
think fit, ; 
You may there ſee the Hog-fiſs, the Dog-fiſh, ” 
the Dolpbin, the Cony-Fiſh, the Parrot-fiſh, the 
Shark, the Poyſon-fiſh, ſword-fiſh,and not only 0-* 
ther incredible fiſh ! but you may there ſee the” 4 
Salamander, ſeveral ſorts of Barnacles, of S9lay | 7 
Geeſe, the bird of Paradiſe, ſuch forts of Snakes, 1 
] 


and ſuch birds-nefts, and of ſo variqus forms,” 
and ſo wonderfully made, as may beget won-: 
der and amuſement in any beholder : and fe 
many hundred of other raritics in that Colle- 
Gon, as will make the other wonders I ſpake” 
ofthe lels incredible 3 for, you may note, that - 
the waters arc natures ſtore-houſe, in which ſhe | 
locks up her wonders. = 
( 
| 
{ 


NG x 


But, Sir, leſt this Diſcourſe may ſeem u_ 
ous,1 ſhall give it a {weet concluſion out of that 
holy Poet Mr. George Herbert his Divine Con L 
templation on GodsProvidence. 


Lord, who bath preiſe enough,nay,who hath any? ] 
Cthem ; Y 
Nome can expreſs thy works, but he my knows © ; 
And noxe can know thy works, they are ſo many, 
And ſs compleat, but only be that ows them, 4 


Cc 
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We all acknowledg both thy power and love 
To be exail tranſcendent and divine 5 
Il ho daft ſo ftrangely and ſo ſweetly move, 


Mes 
Whilft all things have their end, yet none but 


Wherefore, moſt ſacred Spirit, I bere preſent 
For me,and all my fellows, praiſe to thee; 
Aud juſt it is that I ſhould pay the rent, 
Becauſe the benefit accrues to me. 


And as concerning Fiſh in that Plalm, ( Pſol 
104.) wherein for height of Poetry and Won-. 
ders the Prophet David ſeems even to exceed 
himſelf, how doth he there expreſs himſelf in 
= choice Mctaphors, even to the amazement of a 
2di- contemplative Reader, concerning the Sea,the 

5 Rivers, and the Fiſh therein contained ? And 
on- + the great Naturaliſt Pliny ſays, That Natzres 
* great and wonderful power is more demonſtrated 
in the Sea than on the Land. And this may 
| E appear by the numerous and various Creatures 
m;; inhabiting both in and about that Element as 
4 to the Readers of Geſner,Rondeletius, Pliny, An- 

wy, ſonius, Aritotle,and others, may be demonſtra- 
: ted. ButI will ſweeten this Diſcourſe alſo out 

: of a Contemplationin Divine Du- 7 NEL 
: barzas,who ſays, ihe #fib gn 


God 
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God quickued in the ſea and in the rivers, 
So mauy Fiſhes of ſo many features, 
That in the waters we may ſee all creatures, 
Even all that on the earth are to be found, 

As if the world were in deep waters drown'd. ©: 
For ſeas (as well as skies ) bave Sun, Moon,Stars, * 
( As well as air) Swallows, Rooks, and Stares, © 
(As well as earth ) Vines Roſer, Net tes, Melons, © 
Muſhroms, Pinks, Gilliflowers, and many millions 8 
Of other plants,more rare,more ſtrange than m— 5 
As very fiſhes living in be ſeas: F--: 
As alſo Rams, Chief) Horſes, Hares and Hogs, 
Wolves, Urebins, Lioxns,Elephants and Dogs 
Tea men and Maids, and which I molt admire, 
The mitred Biſhop, and the cowled F ryer. 

Of which, Examples but a few years ſince, 


Were ſhewn the Norway and Polonian Prince. £ | 


"X 


Theſe ſeem to be wonders, but have had ſo _ | 
many confirmations from men of learning and ': 
credit, that you need not doubt them ; nor arc} | 
the number, nor the various ſhapes of tiſhes, 
more ſtrange or more fit for contemplation,than | 
their different-natures,inclinations and aCtions 3 
concerning which I (hall beg your patient ear a 
little longer. 

The Cutzle-fiſh will caſt a long gut out of 
her throat , which (like as an Anglcr doth | 
his line) ſhe ſendeth forth and pulleth in again 7 
al 
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4 a her pleaſure, according as ſlie ſers ſome lit- 


2 tle fiſh come near to Her 3 and the” 

E Cmitle-fiſh (being then hid inthe | Heant Efſeye 

| ers af 

1 gravel) lets ry ſmaller fiſh nib- © 4,» 4;,, 

 _ #& bleandbite the end of it,at which 

* 2 time ſheby little ard little draws the ſmaller 

_ Z tiſh fo near to her, that ſhe may leap upon her, 

res} and then catches and devours her: and for this 

ons, > reaſon ſome have called this fiſh the Sea-An- 

Ions > ley. 

is | And thereis a fiſh: called a Hermit, that at a 
| certain age gets into a dead fiſhes ſhel] ,and like 

Ys, © a Hermite dwells there alone, fudying the 

3 > wind and weather, and fo turns her ſhell, that 

» 2 the makesit defend her from the mjurics that 

* they would bring upon her. - 
> There is alſo a hſhcalled by Zl1:2» (in his 
to E 9. kook of Living Creatures , Chap. 16. ) the 
Adonis , or Darling of the Seca ; fo called, be- 
1 o » ® cauſe it is a loving and ionocent tith, a fiſh chat 
and '? hurts nothing that hath life,and is at peace with 
arc} all thenumerous Inhabitants of that vaſt wat- 
hes, ? ry Elzment: and truly I think moſt Anglers 
* areſo diſpoſed to moſt of mankind. 
; And there are alfo luſtiul and chaſt fiſhes, of 
ara'? which 1 ſhall give you examples. 

T And firſt, what Dzbartas (aycs of a fiſh called 
tot} the Sargusz which ( becauſe none canexpreſſe 
oth? jt better than he docs ) I (hall give you in his 
An? own words , fuppoling it ſhall not have the leſs 

at ; credit 
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credit for being Verſe, for he hath gathered 
this,and other obſervations out of Authors that 7 
havebeen great and induſtrious ſearchers into 
the ſecrets of Nature. 


The Adult'reus Sargus doth not only change 
Wives every day as deep fireams, but(ſtrange) 
As if the bony of Sea-love delight 

Could not ſuffice bis ranging appetite, 

Goes courting ſhe-Goats on the graſſie ſhore, 
Horning their busbands that bad borns before. 


: 
- 
c 


e 
e % 
5 1 
Dy. 
o 
Fe. 
8 
5 p92 
þ1 Sy 
, 
Wag 


And the ſame Author writes concerning the 3 
Cantbarzs, that which you ſhall alſo hear in his 
own words. [: 


But contrary, the conſtant Cantharus 2 
Is ever conſtant to his faithful Spouſe, is 
In nuptial duties jpending bis chaſte life, 
Never loves any but bis own dear Wife. 


Sir, but a little longer, and I have done. 
Venat. Sir, take what liberty you think fit, 7 
for your diſcourſe ſeems to be Mulick, and 7: 
charms me to an attention. -* 
Piſce, Why then Sir,I will take alittle liberty 
to tell, or rather to remember you what is ſaid 7 
of Twrtle-Doves;Firſt, That they tilently plight 
their troth and marry > and that then, the Sur- 
viver ſcorns ( as the Thracian women are ſaidto 


do) 


7 Chap.r. The Compleat Angler. 37 
2 do) to out-live his or her mate, and this is ta- 
2 ken for a truth, and if the ſurviver ſhall 
2 evercouple with another, then not only the li- 


2 ving, but the dead, ( be it cither the Heor the 


ge ) 4 
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7 ſhe ) is denycd the name and bonour of atrue 
* Turtle-dove. 


And to parallel this Land-Rarity, and teach 
mankind moral faithfulneſs, and to condemn 


- thoſe that talk of Religion, and yet come ſhort 


of the moral faith of fiſh and fowl ; Men that 


= violate the Law affirmed by Saint Paw!( Rom. 2. 


14,15.)to be writ in their hearts, ( and which 
he fays, ſhall at the laſt day condemn and 
leave them without excuſe. ) I pray Dubartas 
hearken to what Dubartas ſings, (for ff'b day. 
the hearing of ſuch conjugal faithfulneſs, will 
be Muſick toall chaſt ears ) and therefore I 


\ pray harken to what Dwbartas ſings of the 


> Mallet. 


E But for chaſt love the Mullet bath 0 peer} 
: For, if the Fiſher bath ſurpriz*d ber pheer, 


7 As mad with wo, to ſhore ſhe followeth, 
3} Preft toconſort bim both in life and death. 


7 Onthecontrary,What (hall Ifay of the Houſe- 
7 Cock, which treads any Hen, and then(contrary 
; to the Swan,the Partridge and Pigeon ) takes no 
* caretohatch , to feed or to cheriſh his own 
{ brood,but is ſenſeleſs though they periſh. 


And 


_ 32 The Compleat Angler. Part. 1, Ic 
_ And *tis conſiderable , that the Hea ( which 3 
becauſe ſhe.alſo takes any Cock,, expedts it not)' 1 
who is ſure the Chickens be her own, hath by 
a moral: impreſſion her carc and affection to: 
her own Brood anore than doubled,cven to fb 2g 
a height, that our Saviour in expreſſing his love® - 
to Jeruſalem:( Mat. 23, 37. )quotes her for an” 
example of tender affection 3 as: his Father had E 
done Fob for a pattern of paticnce. 3 

And t© parallel this Cock, there be aiversif b: 
fiſhes that caſt;their Spawn oo flags or ſtones, ©: 
and then teaveiit uncovered, and expoled to 
become a prey. ,- and bc devoured by Vermine 
ar ether fithes-: but other tiſhes (as namely the Þ 
Berbel) cake; fuch care for 'the preſervation of 
heir ſeed, that(uolike © the-Cock or the Cuckoe) E5 
they mutually labour ( both the Spawner and ©Þ 
the Mclter) tocover theix Spawn with Gand;or 56 
watch it, or hide it in ſome ſecret place unfre- Z 
quented by Vermine or by any Fiſh but them- 2% 
ſelves. "4 

Sir, theſt Exatnples may. t@ you and others, 7 
ſcem firange 3. but they are te{tified lome by 7 
Ariſtotle, {ome by Pliny, ſome by Geſner, and = 
by many others of credit, and are believed and & 
known by divers,: both of ' wiſdom and cxperi- 7 
ence,tobe a Truth 3 and indeed are ( as I aid 7 

at the beginning ). tit tor the.contemplation of a 

moſt (crious and a moſt pious man. And doubt- 

Its this made the Prophet David lay, They that 


occupy 4 


APATITE a9 pier npeaanny again oa 
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hich} * occupy themſelves in deep waters ſce the wonderful 


not)''s orkr of God : indeed: ſuch wonders and plea- 
1 by # Cares too as the land affords not. 

1 107 And that they be fit for the contemplation of 
ſuch the moſt prudent , and pious , and..peaceable 
love * men,ſeems to be teſtifyed by the practiſe of fo 
Can? many devout and contemplative men, as the 


9) 
v5 


3 Patriarchs and Prophets of old 3 andof the Apo-= 
> ftles of our Saviour in our latter timeszof which 


"cs twelve, we are ſure he choſe four that were ſim- 
5, > pleFiſher-men , . whom he inſpired and ſent to 
I to publiſh his blefſed Will to the Gemtiles,and in- 


* ſpir'dthem alſo with a power to ſpeak all langu- 
= ages,and by their powerful Eloquence to beget 
Z faith in the unbelieving Jews : and themſelves 
7 to ſuffer for that Saviour whom their fore fathers 
\@ ** andthey bad Crucified, and, in their ſufferings 20 
= preach freedom from the incumbrances of theLaw, 
” and anew way to everlaſting life this was the 
= imployment of theſe happy Fiſhermen. Concer- 
* ning which choice,ſome have made theſe Obſer- 
2» vations. 
Firſt that he never reproved theſe for their 
Imployment or Calling , as he did the Seribes 
and the Mony-changers. And ſecondly , he 
found that the hearts of ſuch men by nature 
were fitted for  contemplationiand quietnefle , 
men of mild, and ſweer, and peaceable ſpirits; 4s 
indeed moſt Anglers are : theſe men our blefſed 
Saviour,(who is obſerved to love to plant grace 


© 

F- 

4 

ty * in 

: 

20 
+9 

42g 
) 


40 The Compleat Angler. are. 1. ;C 


in good natures ) though indeed nothing be too 7 pt 
hard for him, yet theſe men he chole to call, $1 
from their irreprovable imployment of Fiſhing, 3 ©? 
and gave them grace to bc his Diſciples, and to | ak 
follow himand doe wonders,l ſay four of twelve. Pt 
And it is obſervable, that it was our Saviours'# 3! 
will, that theſe our four Fiſhermen ſhould have? ® 
a priority of nomination in the Catalogue of 3" 
his twelve Apoſtles (Mat. 10. _) as ramely firſt 
St. Peter, St. Andrew, St. James and St. Jobn, - be: 
and then the reſt in their order. | 
And it is yet more obſervable , that wheal 
our bleſſed Saviour went up into the Mount, * ys] 
when he left the reſt of his Diſciples, and choſe 2 al 
| only three to bear him company at his Tranſ- 
fignration , that thoſe three were all Fiſhermen, ® 
And it is to be believed,that all the other Apo-\3 
ſtles, after they betook themſelves to —_ 
Chriſt, betook themſelves to be Fiſhermen? 
too ; for itis certain that the greater number of? 
them were found together Fiſhing by Jeſus? 4 
after his Reſurrection, as it is recorded in the 21, : 
Chapter of St. Fohns Goſpel. : 
And fince I have your promiſe to hear nel 
with patience, I will take a liberty to look back? 
upon an obſervation that hath bcen made by an? 
ingenuous and learned man, who obſerves that | 
God hath been pleaſed to allow thoſe, whom he | 
himſelf hath appointed to write his holy Will in 
holy writ,yet,to expreſs bis Will in ſach = $ 
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 calj Jinclined them to; and he brings Solomon for an 
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| example,who beforc his converſion was retmark- 


ably carnally-amorous 3 and after by Gods ap- 


= pointment wrote that ſpiritualDialogue or holy 
ours 2 amorous Love-ſong(the Canticles)betwixt Got 
© and his Churchs (in which he ayes his beloved 


. of had Eyes like the fiſh-pools of Heſhbons. ) 


firſt 
i contrary, ) then it may be probably concluded, 


And if this hold in reaſon(as I ſee none to the 


Z that Moſes ( who, I told you before, writ the 


Book of Fob) and the Prophet Amos, who was a 
Shepherd, were both Anglers for you ſhall in 
all the Old Teſtament find Fiſh-hooks, I think 
bur twice mentioned, namely , by meck Moſes 
the friend of God, and by the humble Prophet 
Amos, 

Concerning which laſt, namely the Prophet 
Amos I ſhall make but this Obſexvation , That 
he that ſhall read the humble, lowly,plain ſtyle of 
that Prophet, and compare it with the higb,glo-+ 


| Z rious,eloquent ſtyle of the Prophet Iſaiab(though 
* they be both equally true ) may cally believe 
# Amos tobe, not only a Shepherd, , but a good« 


natur*d, plain Fiſher- man. 
Which I dothe rather believeby comparing 


22 the affectionate, Ioving,lowly, humble Epiltles 
2 of S. Peter,S, Famer and S. Fobn,whom we know 
2 were all Fiſhers, with the glorious language 
Z and high Metaphors of .% Paul. who we may 
2 believe was not. 


E And 
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And for the lawfulneſs of Fiſhing it may le: 
very well be maintained by our Saviours bid+-# Wi 
ding St. Peter caſt his hook into the water and {$au 
catcha Fiſh, for mony to pay Tribute to Cx- For 
for. And let me tell you, that Angling is of high 
eſteem, and of much uſe in other Nations. He 
that reads the Voyages of Ferdinand Mendez F: 
Pinto, ſhall find, that there he declares to have « 
found a King and ſeveral Prieſts a Fiſhing. 7 

.-- And he that reads PIztarch; ſhall find,that* W 
Angling was not contemptible im the days off P! 
Mark Antony and Cleopatrs, and that they ina! 
the midſi of their wonderful glory uſed Ang- t! 
ling as a principal recreation. And let me tell fe 
you, that in the Scripture, Angling is always "\ 
taken in the beſt ſenſe, and that though hunt-' 
ing may be ſometimes ſo taken, yet it is but} | 
ſeldom to be ſo underſtood. And let me addi E 
this more, he that views the ancient Eccleſiafti- h 
cal Canons, ſhall find Hwnting to be forbidden C 
to Church-men, as being a turbulent, toilſom,*? 5 
perplexing Recreation; and ſhall find Angling 
allowed to Clergy-men, as being a harmleſs Re-7 


 v 
T 
creation, a recreation that invites them to con-% b 
templation and quietneſs. = V 

I might here enlarge my ſelf by telling you, # © 
what commendations our learned Perkins be- | c 


© 


fowes on Angling: and how dear a lover, 7 " 
and great a practiſer of it our learned Door 2 © 
Whitaker was, as indeed many others of great 3 


learn» 7 


a 
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© learning have been,” But I will content my ſelf 


id: 2 with two memorable men, that lived near £9 


Zaur own time, whom I-alſo take to have been 
Zornaments to the Art of Angling, - 

The firſt is Do&or Nowel fometimes -* 1550. 
Dean of the Cathedral Church of St. * | 
= Pauls in London, where his Monument ſtands 
2 yet undefaced, a man that in-the. Reformation 
-Zof QueenElizeberh(not that of Hexry the VTII,) 
= was ſo noted for his meck ſpjrit,, deep learning, 
EX prudence and picty, that the- then Paxliament 

and Convocation both, choſe, enjoyned aud 


ng-i@ truſted him tobe the man to make a Catechiſm 


= for publick uſe, ſuch a one as ſhould fland as a 
= rule. for faith and manyers to their poſtericys 
Z And the good old man ( though he was very 
Z learned, yet knowing that leads us not && 
27 Heaven by many nor by hard queſtions) like an 


i. honeſt Angler,made that good,plgin, unperplext 


= Catechiſm which is printed with our good old 
:> Service Book.I fay,this good man was a dear lo- 


ing 7 ver, and conſtant pradicer of Angling, asany 


£ Age can produce 3 and his cuſtom was to ſpend 


. betides his txt hours of prayer, ( thoſe hours 


# which by command of the Church were enjoyne 
= ed the Clergy, and voluntarily dedicated to de- 
= votion by many Primitive Chriſtians:)I fay,bes 
= {ides thoſe hours, this good man was obſerved 
2 toſpend a tenth part of his timein Anglingzand 
Z alfo(for I have converſed with thoſe which have 
> E 3 con» 
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converſed with him) to beſtow a tenth part of? 
his Revenue,and uſually all his fiſh,amongſt the? 
poor that inhabited near to thoſe Rivers in?! 
which it was caught : ſaying often, Thet cha-7 
rity gave life to Religion:and at his return to his}? 
Houſe would praiſe God he had ſpent that day® 
free from worldly trouble ; both harmleſly,* 
and in a recreation that became a Church-man,”? 
And this good man was well content, if not? 
deſirous, that poſterity ſhould know he was an}? 
Angler,as may appear by his Picture,now to be 
ſeen,and carefully kept inBraſennoſeColledge(to) 
which he wasa liberal Benefactor ) in which® | 
Picture he is drawn leaning on a Desk with his/# 
Bible before him, and, on one hand of him his'* 
lines books, and other tackling lying ina round; 
and on his other hand are his Angle-rods of ſe-i* 
veral ſorts: and by them this is written, That bez 
died. 13. Feb. 1601. being aged 95. years 4.4 of 
which be bad been Dean of St. Pauls Church;aud; 
that bis age had neither impair'd bz bearing,nor * 
dimm'*d bis eyes nor weaku'd bis memory, nor made 
any of the faculties of bis mind weak or uſeleft,” Tis | 
faid that angling and temperance were great cau- 
ſes of theſe bleſſings, and I wiſh the like to all 
that imitate him, and love the memory of fo? 
good a man. i 
My next and laſt example ſhall be that un- 
dervaluer of mony, the: late Provoſt of Ezox 7! 
Colledge,Sir Henry Wotton,(a man with whom © 
I 


+ 
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4 T have often fiſh*d and convers'd ) a man whoſ®© 
2 forrcign Imployments in the ſervice of this 


'7 Nation, and whoſe experience, learning, wit and 


Z chearfulneſi made his company to be eſtcemed 


B17 one of the delights of mankind 3 this man , 


*Z whoſe very approbation of Angling were ſufh- 
cient to convince any modeſt cenſurer of it, 
2 this man was alſo a moſt dear lover, and a fre- 
2 quent praGiſer of the art of angling 3 of which 
he would ſay, 'Twus au imployment for bis idle 


= time, which was then not idly fpent : for angling 


was after tedious Study,s reſt to. his mind, a chea- 


ns rer of bis fpirits, adiverter of ſadneſl,a calmer of 
5% unquiet thoughts, moderator of paſſions,a procu- 
2 rerof contentedneſſ; and that it begat babits of 


if peace and patience in thoſe that profeſi'd and pra- 


= dis d ir. Indeed, my friend, you will tind angling 


2 to be like the vertue of Humility, which has a 
2 calmneſs of ſpirit,and a world of ather bleſſings 


Fe . . 
= attending upon.it. . 
> Sir, This was: the ſaying of that learned man, - 
> and I docaſily believe that peace, and patience, 


' and a calm content did cohabit in the chearful 


heart of Sir, Hexry Wotton, becauſe I know that 
when he was deyond ſeventy years of age, he 
made this . deſcription of a part of the preſent 
pleaſure that poſſeſs?d him, as he fate quietly 
in a Summers evening on a bank a Fiſhing 3 it 
is a deſcription of the Spring, which, becauſe 
it glided as foft and ſweetly from his pen, as 

E 3 that 


g 
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g here, for ſome ſturdy foot-ball Swain, 


the undiſturbed mind of Sir Henry Wotton. Will 7 
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That tiver does at this time by which'it was as ther} Þ 
rhade, I ſhall repeat it unto you. 


This day dams Nature ſeen d in love 
' The left ſa A began to move 3 

' Freſh juice at 
And birds bad drawn their Valentines, 


b. 

® 111 
7: 

>, f q 

bo 


d ftir th* embracing Vines, 


The jezlow Trout ,that tow did lye, 
Roſe ar a well diſſembled flie'z* .- "i 
There flood my friend with potions rkall,- i 
Attending of bis trembling arte. | 
Already were the eaves p 
With the ſwift Pilgrims tewbad welt 2 
The Groves. dlready did rejoyce, | 
IH Philomels triumphing voice : 
The ſhowers were ſhort, the weather mild, 
The morning fteſh,the evening ſmil d. 
Jone takes ber neat rub'd pail, and now 
trips to milk the ſard-red Cow ; 


Jone fl rokes a{illibub.or twain, - br. 
The fields aid yardens were beſet | oF 
With Tulips, Gros, Violet, 8 
And now, though late the modeſt Roſe 
Did more they half a blaſh diſcloſe. = 
Thus all looks gay, and full of chear. of 
To welcome the new Newyel year, 


Theſe were the thoughts that then poſſelt © 


you . 
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ther] 7 you hear the wiſh of another Angler, and the 


2 commendation of his happy life which he alſo 


2 ſings in Verſe ?, viz. fo. Davors Efq. 


2 Let me live harmleſly,and near the brink, 
+ Of Trent or Avon bave a dwelling place i, 


2 Where I may ſee my quill or cork down fink 
7 With eager bite of Perch,or Bleak,or Dace: 
= And onthe world and my Creator think, 


And others fpend their tims in baſe exceſs 
Of wine,or worſe,in war and wantonneſs. 


b, Let them that liſt, theſe paſtimes ſti]] purſue, 
* And on ſuch pleaſing fancies feed tbeir fi a, 


OY. i Whilſt ſome men (irive ill gotten goods t'embracez 


2 SoTthe fields and Meadows green may view, 


2 And daily by freſh Rivers walkat will, 
2 Among the Daiſies and the Violets blew. 
® Red Hiacynth, axd yellow Daffadil, 
Purple Narciſſus like the morning rayes 
Pale Gandergraſſe,and ezarre Culverkeyes, 


2 I count it bigher pleaſure to behold 
3 The ſtately compaſſe of the loftie shie, 
Z Andin the mid( thereof ( like burning gold) 
Z The flaming Chariot of the Worlds great eye, 
* The watry clouds that in the air up rol d, 
2 With ſundry kinds of painted colours flies 
ft 3 ÞA4xdfair Aurora lifting up her bead, 
ill « Still BI uſhing,riſe from y Tithonus bed, 
: 4 


u © 


The 
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The hills ed mountains raiſed from the plains, %er 
The plains extended level with the ground, Ag 
The grounds divided into ſundry veins, - Bc 
The veins inclos'd with rivers running reund, ID 
Theſe rivers making way through natures ebaint 
With beadlong courſe into the ſea profound; © o1 
The raging ſea beneath the vallies low, 5; 
wheye lakes and rills and rivulets do flow. 


4 _ 
I 
PRE 
xx 
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In 
The lofty woods the forrefts wide and long © 
Adorn'd with leaves and branches freſh and green, 1 
Iu whoſe cool bowers the birds with many a ſong Ml 
Do welcome with their Duire the Summers Mit 


Queens _ £ 
The Meadowes fair where Flora's gifts among 
Ard intermixt with verdant praſſe between, Kc 

The filver-ſcaled fiſh that ſoftly ſwim * y 


Within the ſweet brooks cbryſtal, watry ſtream, ® 
AlI theſe , and many more of his Creation 
That made the Heavens , the Angler oft doth ſee, 1 
Taking therein no little deleGation, ' My 
To think how firange , how wonderful they be, 
Framing thereof an inward contemplation, 
Toſet his beart from other fancies free | 

And whilſt be looks on theſe with joyful eye, 

His mind is rapt above the ſtarry Skie. 

Sir I am glad my memory has not loft theſe | 
laſt Verſes, - becauſe they are ſomewhat more # 

leaſant and more ſutable to Mey-Day , than | 
my harſh Diſcourſe , and 1 am glad your pati: | 


ence | 


C 
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ains; Fence hath held out fo long, as to hear them and 
me: for both together have brought us within 
the ſight of theThazchr-houſe:and 1 muſt be your 
4 FADebtor ( if you think it worth your attention) 
am! for the reſt of my promiſed diſcourle, till ſome 
Zother opportunity,and a like time of leiſure. 
* Penat, Sir, you have Angled me on with 
much pleaſure to the Thatcht-beuſe ; and I now 
Ztind your words trug That good company makes 
the way ſeem ſhort, for truſt me, Sir, I thought we 
ren, Bad wanted three miles of this Howſe till you 
Mg Bſhewed it to me: but now we are at jt,we'l turn 
ners Minto it,and refreſh our ſelves with a cup of drink 
Zand a little reſt. 
3 Piſe, Moſt gladly Sir) and we'l drink a civil 
= cup toall the Otter Henters that are to meet 
you to morrow. 
'am, 3 Ven, That we will Sir, and to all the lovers 
Z of Angling too, of which number , I am now 
ſee; Ml willing to be one myſelf , for by the help of 
' KEyourgood diſcourſe and company , I have put 
, HF on new thoughts both of the Art of Angling, 
Z and of all that profeſſe it: and if you will bus 
2 meet me to morrow at the time and place ap- 
?, {|K pointed, andbeftow own day with meand m 
& triends in hunting the Otter,l will dedicate the 
1cſe i next two dayes to wait upon you, and we two 
tore & will for that time do nothing but angle, and 


talk of tiſh and fiſhing, 


Piſe, 
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Piſc. *Tis a watch, Sir, I'l not fail you, God 


willing , to be at Ammwel-bill to morrow mer i + 
ning before Sun-riling, - 
b 
Ws h 
CH AP. 1IL r 
A 
Obſervations of the Otter and Chub. | " 
Enat, My friend Piſcator, you have kept! 
time with my thoughts, for the Sun i E 
juſt riſing,and I my ſelf juſt now come to this ;; 
place, and the dogs have juſt now put down an a 
Otter;look down at the bottom of the hill there = 
in that Meadow , chequered with water-Lillzes,} p 
and Lady-ſmocks,theze you may {ce what work} 
they make 3 look, look, you may ſee all bulie,# y, 
men and dogs, dogs and men, all bulic. C 
Piſc. Sir, I am right glad to meet you , andM A 
glad to have ſo fair an entrance into this dayes# q, 
ſport, and glad to ſee ſo many dogs, and more M fe 
men all in purſuit of the Ozterzlets complement # ta 
no longer , but joynunto them 3 come honeli F q 
Venator, lets be gone, lets us make haſt; I long ap 
to be doing; no reaſonable hedg or ditch ſhall # mw 
hold me. to 
Ven, Gentleman Huntſ-man , where found Þ 
you this Otter, E by 
Hint, Marry(Sir )we found her a mile from an 
this place a hſhing 3 ſhe has this morning catenF A; 


the 
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he.greateſt part of this:Troxtz ſhe has only left 
thus much of it as you ſee, and was fiſhing for 
more3' when we came we found her juſt at it; 
but: we were here very carly, we were herean 
Z hour before Sun-riſe , and have-'given her no 
# reſt ſince we came:, ſure ſhe will hardly efcape 


2 all thefe dogs and men. 'I am to have the skin 
2 if wekill her. [14 [e127 
= Yen. Why, Sir, what's the skin worth? 
'- Hunt. *Tis worth. ten ſhillings to make 
gloves 3 the gloves of an Otter are the beſt for- 
tification for your hands that can-be thought on 
againſt wet weather. Lb: 
Piſc. I pray, honeſt Huntſman, let me ask you a 
# pleaſant queltion, do: you hunt a beaſt or a fiſh? 
Hunt. Sir, It is not in my power to reſolve 
you,l leave it to be reſolved by the Collkedge of 
Carthafians, who have made vows never to cat 
fleſh. But I have hcard, the queftion hath been 
debated among many great Clerks, and they 
ſeem to differ about it z yet moſt agree that her 
tail is Fiſh : and if her body be'Fiſh too, then I 
= may ſay, that a Fiſh will walk upon land, (for 
Z an Otter does ſo) ſometimes tive or fix, or ten 
miles in a night to catch for her young ones, or 
to ghat herſelf with Fiſh, and I cantell you 
| that Pigeans will fly forty miles for a breakfaſt, 
8 but Szy,l am ſare the Orter devours much Fiſh, 
and: kills and ſpoils much more than he eats : 
And I can tell you, that this Dog-tiſher (tor ſo 
the 
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the Latins call him) can fmell a Fiſh in the was | 
ter an hundred. yards from him ( Geſner ſays} 
much farther ) and that his ſtones are. good as} 
gainſt the Falling-ſicknels : and that there is an} 
herb Bexzone, which being hung in alinnen cloth 
near a Fiſh-pond, or any haunt that he uſes, 
makes'him to avoid the place ; which proves 
he fmells both by water and land; andI1 can tell} 
you there is brave hunting this Water-dog in 
Corn-wall, where there have been ſo many,that? 
our learned Cambden ſays.there is a River calls) 
ed Otterſey, which was ſo named, by reaſon Y 
of the abundance of Otters that bred and fed in. ? 
it. | ; 


bay wh ws 


And thus much for my knowledg of the; 


Otter, which you may now fee above water at a 
vent, and the dogs cloſe with him 3 I now ſet p 
he will not laſt long, follow therefore my# h 
Maſters, follow, for Sweetlips was like to have® 1 


him at this lali vent. | -" 
Ven, Oh me, all the Horſe are got over the} 
River, what ſhall we do now ? ſhall we follow;? . 
them over the water. : 
Hunt. No,Sir, no,be not ſo cager,ſtay a lit- 
tle and follow me, for both they, and the dog? 
will be ſuddenly on this {ide again, I warrant} 
you : and the Otter too, it may be: now hav 
at him with Kilbauck , for he vents again. _ © 
Ven.Marry ſo he do's, for look he vents in that} 


corner. Now, now Ringwood has him:. now 
he's} 
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he's gone egain, and has bit the poor dog. 
Now Cweetlips has her 3 hold herSweetlipsinow 
all the dogs have her,ſome above and ſome un- 
der water ; but now, now ſhe's tir?d, and paſt 
loling : come bring her to me, Sweetlips.Look, 


ſes © *tis a Bitch-Ozter, and ſhe has lately whelp'd, 
vega Iet's go tothe place where ſhe was put down,and 
tel Pot far from it you will find all her young ones, 
; in 1 dare warrant you,and kill them all too. 
has FHunt. Come, Gentlemen, come all, let's go 
all-.& *9 the place where we put down the Otter. Look 
ons You, hereabout it was that ſhe kenneP'd 3 look 
1in you, here it was indeed, for here*s her you 
7 ones, no leſs than fivez come let's kill them all. 
the Piſc. No, TI pray Sir, fave me one, and I'll 
- at try if I can make her tame, as I know an inge- 
{7 Puous Gentleman in Leicefter-ſhire (Mr. Nich. 
mel Seagrave) has done z who hath not only made 
ay; ber tame, but to catch Fiſh, and do many other 
Z# things of much pleaſure. 
ths Hunt. Take one with all my heart, but let 
lo w us kill the reſt. And now let's go to an honeſt 


Z Ale-houſe, where we may havea cup of good 
3 Barley-wine,and fing Old Roſe, and all of us re- 
2 joyce together. 

Venat, Come my friend, Piſcator, let me 
Z invite you along withus ; Fl bear your char- 
&Z gecs this night,and you ſhall bear mine to mor- 
row ; for my intention is to accompany you a 
3 day or two in Fiſhing. 

: Piſc. 
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_ Piſe.” Sir, your requeſ}-i6: granted,and I hall} 
be right glad,both to exchange ſuch 8 courteſic, 
and alſo to” enjoy-your company. . - '; .| 
Venat.' Well, now let's go-to your ſport of j 
Angling. - + , 

Piſce. Let's be going with all my heart, God 
keep you all, Gentlemen, and ſend you meet 
this day with another Bitch-Otter, and kill her 
merrily, and all her young ones too. , bl 

Ven. Now, Piſcator, where will you begin 
to fiſh ? ' | | 

Piſce. We are not yetcome to a likely place, 
I muſt walk a mile further yet,before I begin. 

Venat. Wc<llchen, I pray, as we walk tell me; 
freely, how do you like your lodging and mine 3 
Hoſte and the company ? is not mine Hoſe 2} 
witty man? Y, 

Piſc. Sir, I will tell you preſently what [ 
think of your Holte 3 but tirſt I will cell you, I 
am glad theſe Otters were killed, and I am for- 
ry there are no more Otter-kilers : for 1 know # 
that the want of Otter-killers,& the not keeping 
the Fence months for the preſervation of fiſh, | 
will in time prove the deftrucion of all Rivers, 3 
and thoſe very few that are left, that make cons | 
ſcience of the Laws of the Nation,and of keepr | 
ing days of abſtinence, will be forced to eat 

fleth,or ſuffer more inconveniencies than are yet | 
foreſeen, ; 

Venat, Why, Sir what be thoſe that you call | 
the Fence months 2 Piſc, | 


Chap.2. The Compleat Angler. 5s 
= Piſc. Sir, they be principally three, namely, 
= March, April, and May, for theſe be the uſy- 
.% al months that Salmon come out.of the Sea to 
Z ſpawn in moſt freſh Rivers,and their Fry would 
about a certain time return back to the ſalt wa- 
ter, if they were not hindred by wires and #n- 
lawful gins, which the greedy Fiſher-men ſet, 
and fo deſtroy them by thouſands, as they 
.'# would (being ſo taught by nature) change the 
= freſh for ſalt water. He that ſhall view the wiſe 
Statutes made in the 13 of Edw. the I. and the 
like in Rich. the IIT. may ſee ſeveral proviſions 
© made againſt the deſtruction of Fiſh : and 
Z though 1 profeſs no knowledg of the Law, yet 
2 I am ſure the regulation of theſe defeds might 
Z be ealily mended. But I remember that a wiſe 
Z friend of mine did uſually ſay, That which is e- 
very bodies buſineſs,is no bodies buſineſs. If it were 
otherwiſe, there could not be ſo many Nets 
and Fiſh that arc under the Statute ſize, fold 
= daily amongſt us, and of which the conſervators 
# of the waters ſhould be aſhamed. 
Z Butabove all, the taking Fiſh in Spawning 
Z time, may be ſaid to be againſt nature; it is 
like the taking the dam on the neſt when ſhe 
hatches her young : a ſinſo againſt nature, that 
Almighty God hath in the Levitical Law 
= made a Law againſt it. 
© Butthe poor Fiſh have enemies enough be- 
Z fide ſuch unnatural Fiſher-men, as namely, the 
Otter 
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Otters that I (pake of, the Cormorant, the Bit- 
fern , the Ofprey, the Sea-gull , the Hern, the 

=. ws the Gorrers, the Puet, the Swan, 
Gooſe, Ducks, and the Craber, which ſome call 
the Water-rat : againſt all which any honeſt 
man may make a juſt quarrel, but 1 will not, 
will leave them to be quarrelled with,and kill'd 
by others3for I am not of a cruel nature, love 
to kill nothing but Fiſh. 

| And now to your queſtion concertiing your 
Hoſte, to ſpeak truly, he is not to me a good 
companion : for moſt of his conceits were ci 
ther Scripture jeſts , or laſcivious jeſts 5 for 
which [ count no man witty, for the Devil will 
help a man that way inclined,to the tir{t ; and# 
his own corrupt nature (which he always car- 
ries with him) to the latter. But a companion 
that feaſts the company with wit and mirth,and 
leaves out the fin (which is uſually mixt with 
' them) heis the man; and indeed ſuch a co 
panion ſhould have his charges born : and tt 
ſach company I hope to bring you this night ;| 
for at Trozt-ball, not far from this place, where 
I purpoſe to lodge to night, there is uſually ar 
Angler that proves good company: and let me 
tell you, good company and good diſcourſe art 
the very tinews of vertue: but for ſuch dif 
courſe as we heard laſt night, it infecs others, 
the very boys will learn to talk and ſwear 4 
- they heard mine Holt, and another of the come 


panj 
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pany that ſhall be nameleſs;Iam ſorry the other 
is a Gentleman, for leſs Religion will not ſaye 
their Souls than a beggars 3 I think more will 
be required at the laſt great day. Well; you 
know what Exampleis able to do, and I know 
what the Poet fays in the like caſe, which is 
worthy to be noted by all parents and people 
of civility : 


— Many a one 
Owegr to bis Country bis Religion : 

And in another would as ſtrongly grow, 
Had but his nurſe or mother taught bim ſo; 


This is reaſon put into Verſe,and worthy the 


-& conſideration of a wiſe man. But of this no 


more, for though love civility, yet I hate ſe- 
vere cenſures: Ile to my own art, and I doubt 
not but at yonder tree I ſhall catcha Chub, and 
then we*l turn to an honeſt cleanly Hoſteſs, that 
I know right well ; reſt our felves there, and 


; dreſs it for our dinner. 


Vent. Oh Sir, a Chub is the worſt Fiſh that 

ſwims, I hoped for a Troxt to my dinner, 
Pifc; Truſt me,Sir,thereis nota likely place 
for a Troxt, hereabout, and we fiaid ſo long to 
take our leave of your Huntfmen this morning, 
that the Sun is got ſo high, .and ſhines ſo clear, 
that I willaot undertake the catching of a Troxe 
till evening z and though a Chub be by you and 
F many 
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rhany others reckoned the worſt of fiſh, yet 
you ſhall ſee VI1 make it a good Fiſh;by drefſmg 


' "Yew, Why, how will you drefs him ? 
vi Piſe. P11 tell you by and by, when I have 
t him. Look you here, Sir,do you ſee? 
C but you muſt ſtand very cloſe ) there lye up- 
on the top of the water in this very hole twen- 
ty Chubs, P11 catch only one, and that ſhall 
be the biggeſt of themall: and that I will do 
f, I'Il hold you twenty to one, and you ſhal 
ſee it done. 
Venat. 1 marry Sir, now you talk like an 
Artiſt, and V'11fay you are one, when I ſhall fer 


you perform what you fay you can do but | 


yet doubt it. * | 

Piſc. You ſhall not doubt it long, for you 
ſhall ſee me do it prefently : look, the bipgel 
of theſe Chrubs has had fome bruiſe upon his tai 
by a Pike or ſome other accident,and that loo} 


kke a white ſpot that very Chxb I mean to putf 
into your hands preſently 3 fit you but downinf 


tay my mw fn oy my ww ww wa. 
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the ſhade, and tay but a little while, and Yi 9 


warrant you I'le bring him to you. 


' Venat. Ile fit down and hope well, becaul; 


you ſeem to be fo confident. 

Piſce, Look you Sir, there is a tryal of my 
 $kill, there he is, that very Chub that I ſhewed 
you with thie whiteſpot on his tail : and Ile be 
as certain to-make him &« good diſh of meat, 
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I-was to catch him. T'le now lead you to an 
honeſt Ale-houſe where we ſhall find a cleanly. 
room , Lavender in the Windows, and twens 
ty Ballads ſtuck about the wall there my Hos 
ſeſs(which I may tell you, is both cleanly and 
handſome and'civil) hath dreſt many a one fort 
me, and ſhall now drels it after my faſhion,and 
I warrant it good meat- ; | 

Ven. Come Sir, with all my heart, for I be» 
gin to be hungry, and long to be at it,and in- 
deed to reli my ſelf too z for though I have 
walk*d but four miles this morning, yet I bes 
gin to be weary 3 yeſterdays hunting hangs Qill 
upon mes | 
= Piſe. Well Sir, and you (hall quickly be at 
© reſt, for yonder is the houſe I mean to bring 
you to. 

Come Hoſteſs, how do you? Will you firſt 
give usa cup of your beſt drink,and then dreſs 
& this Ch#b, as you dreſi my laſt, when I and my 

& friend were here about eight or ten days ago ? 
# but you muſt do me one courteſie, it muſt be 
Z done inſtantly. 
Hoſt. T will do it, Mt.Piſcator, and with all 
E the ſpeed I can. 
= Piſc.Now Sir,has not my Hoſteſs made haſt ? 
and does notthe fiſh look lovely ? 

Ven. Both, upon my word, Sir,and therefore 

let's fay grace and fall to eating of its 


Piſc, Wel Sir, how do you like it ? bo 
F a Ven; 


6 The Compleat Angler, Part. 1 


Ven. Truſt me; *tis as good meat as Iever ta- 
ſted: now let me thank you for it,drink to you, | 
and beg a courtefie of you ; but it muſt not be # 
deny*d me. | 

Piſc. What is it I pray Sir: youare ſo mo- i 
deſt, that methinks I may promiſe to grant it 
before it is asked. 

Ven. Why Sir, it is,that from henceforth you | * 
would allow me to call you Mafter,and that re- 
ally I may be your Scholar, for you are fuch a 
companion, and have ſo quickly caught, and 
fo excellently cook*d this fiſh, as makes me am- 
bitious to be your Scholar. 

Piſe. Give me your hand; from this time for- 
ward [ will be your Maſter, and teach you as 
much of this Art as I am able 3 and will,as you 
defire me, tell you ſomewhat of the nature of 
moſt of the Fiſh that we are to angle for, and 
am ſure I both can and will tell you more than 
any common Angler yet knows. 
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CHAP. IIL 


How to fiſh for,and to dreſs the Chavender 
or Chub. 


P? ſc. TheChub,though he cat well thus dreſt, 
yetas heis uſually dreſt, hedoes not : he 
is objected againſt, not only for being full of 
ſmall forked bones, diſperſt through all his bo- 
dy, but that he cats watriſh, and that the 
fleſh of him is not firm, but ſhort and taſt- 
leſs, The French eſteem him ſo mean, as to 
call him Vs Villas in; nevertheleſs he may be ſo 
dreſt as to make him very good meat 3 as 
A. if he be a large Chub, then dreſs him 
thus : 

Firſt ſcale him, and then waſh bim clean,and 
then take out bis guts; and to that end make the 


= bole as little and near to bis gills as you may 


= convexiently,and eſpecially make clean his throat 
= from the graſs and weeds that are uſually-in it 
= (for if that be not veryclean, it will makg bimto. 
= taſte very ſour) baving ſo done, | ar ſome ſweet 
berbs into bis belly, and then tye bim with two or 
three ſplinters to a ſpit,aud ro(t bim,baſted often 
with Vinegar, or rather verjuice and butter, with 
good ſtore of ſalt mixt with it. = 


| 


Being thus drefſt, you will find him a much 
better diſh of meat than you , or moſt folk, e- 
ven than Anglers themſelves do imagine 3 for 
this dries up the fluid watry humor with which 
all Chxbs do abound. 

But take this rule with you, That a Chub 
newly taken and newly dreſ(t , is ſo much bet- 
ter than a Chub of a days keeping after he is 
dead,that I can compare him to nothing o fitly 
as to Cherries newly gathered from a tree,” and 
others that have been bruiſed and lain a day or 
two in water. But the Chub being thus uſed and 
dreſi preſently,and not waſhed after he is gutted 
(for note that lying long in water,and waſhing 


the blood out of any fiſh after'they be gutted,a- | 


bates much of their ſweetneſs) you will find 
the Chub being dreſt in the blood and quickly, 
to be ſuch meat as will recompence your la- 


bour, and diſabuſe your opinion. 


Orc you may:drels the Chavender or Chub 


thus : | 


. Ibex yon baveſcaled bim, and cut off his tail p 
end fini,and waſbed bim very clean,then chine or | 


lit bim through the middle, as # ſalt fiſh is uſu- 
«lly cut, then give him three or four cuts or ſcot- 


ches on the back with your knife, and broil him | 


on Char-coal,.or. Wood-coal that are free from 
Smoke, aud all the time he is a broyling bafte him 
with the beſt ſweet Butter, and good ſtore of ſalt 
mixt with it , and to this add a little Time cut 
exceeding 
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exceeding ſmall , or bruifed into the butter. The 
Cheven thus dxeft hath the watry taſt taken 
away, for which ſo many except againſt him. 
Thus was the Cheven dreft that you now liked 
well, and commended ſo much. But note a- 
gain, that if this Chub that you eat of, had been 
kept till to marrow , he had not been worth a 
ruſh. And remember that his throat be waſkt 
very clean, I fay very clean , and his body not 
waſh after he is gutted, as indeed no fiſh ſhould 
be. 

Well Scholar, you ſee what pains I have ta- 
ken to recover the loſt credit of the poor deſpi- 
ſed Chub. And now I willgive you ſome rules 
how to catch him ; and 1 am glad to enter you 
into the Art of tiſhing by catching a Chub, for 
there is no Fiſh better to enter a young Angler, 
he is ſo eafily caught, but then it mutt be this 
particular way. 

Go to the fame hole in which I caught my 
Chub,where in moſt hot daies you will tind a 
dozen or twenty Chevens floating near the top 
of the water , get twoor three Graſhoppers 
as you goover the meadow, and get (ecretly 
behind the tree, and ſand as free from mation 
as is poſGble, then put a Graſhopper on your 
hook , and let your hook bang a quarter of a 
yard ſhortof the water, to yp end you 
muſt reſt your rod on ſome bough of the tree, 
but it is likely the Chubs will fink down ta-, 

= wards 
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wards the bottom of the water at the firſt he 
dow of your Rod (for a Chub is the fearfulleſi 
of tiſhes._) and will do fo if but a bird flies 0- 
ver him, and makes the leaſt ſhadow on the 
water : but they will preſently riſe up to the 
top again, and there lie ſoaring till ſome ſha 
dow affrights them again : I ſay when they 
lie _ the top of the water, look out the beſt 
Chub, (which you ſetting your ſelf in a fit 
place, may very eaſily ſee) and move your Rod 
as ſoftly as a Snail moves, to that Chub you 
intend to catch; let your bait fall gently upon 
the water three or four inches before him, and 
he will infallibly take the bait, and you will be 
as ſure to catch himzfor he is one of the leather- 
mouth*d flhes, of which a hook does ſcarce e- 
ver loſe its hold ; and therefore give him play 
enough before you offer to take him out of the 
water.Go your way preſently,take my Rod and 
doasI bid you, and I will fit down and mend 
my tackling till you return back. 

Ven. Traly,my loving Maſter, you have of- 
fered me as fair as I could wiſh. Vle go and 
obſerve your dire@ions. 

Look'you, Matter, what I have done, that 
which joys my heart, caught juſt ſuch another 
Chub as yours was. 

Piſc, Marry,and I amglad of it : I am like 
to havea towardly Scholar of you. I now ſee, 
that with advice'and praftice you will make an 

TR EEE Angler 
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Angler ina ſhort time. Have buta love to it 
and I'le warrant you. 

Venat. But Maſter,what if I could not have 
found a Greſhopper ? 
Piſce. Then I may tell you, that a bJack Sail, 
with his belly lit, to ſhew his white: or a piece 
of ſoft cheeſe, will uſually do as well:nay,ſome- 
times a worm,or any kind of flie,as the Ant-flie, 
the Fleſp-flie, or Wall-flie, or the Dor or Beetle , 
(which you may find under a Cow-tird)) or a 
Bob, which you will tind in the ſame place,and 
in time will bea Beetle 3 it is a ſhort white 
worm , like to and bigger than a Gentle, or a 
Cod-worm,or a Caſe-worm, any of theſe will do 
.very well to fiſh in ſuch a manner. And after 
this manner you may catch a Troxt in a hot e- 
vening: when as you walk by a Brook, and 
ſhall ſee or hear him leap at flies, then if you 
get a Graſhopper , put it on your hook, with 
your line about two yards long, ſtanding be- 
| hind a buſh or tree where his hole is, and make 
your bait ſtir up and down on the top of the 
water: you may if you ſtand cloſe, be ſure of a 
bite, but not ſure to catch him, for he is not a 
leather mouthed Fiſh : and after this manner 
you may fith for him with almoſt any kind of 

live flie, but eſpecially with a Graſhopper. 
Venat. But before you go further, 1 pray 
good Maſter, what mean you by a leather- 

mouthed Fith ? 

Fiſe, 
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Piſc. By a leather-mouthed Fiſh, I mean uct 
as have their teeth in their throat, as the Ch 
or Cheven, and fo the Barbel, the Gudgeon and 
Carp, and divers others have 3 and the hook 
being ſtuck into the leather or skin of the mouth 
of ſuch fiſh does very ſeldom or never loſe it; 
hold; But on the contrary , a Pike a Pearch, 
Trout,and fo ſome other Fiſh, which have na 
their teeth in their throats, but in their mouths 
(which you ſhall obſerve to be very full of bones, 
and the skin very thin,and little of it : ) I ſay, c 
theſe hh the hook never takes ſo ſure hold, but 
you often loſe your fiſh,unleſs he have gorg'd it 

Ven. I thank you, good Malter,for this obſer 
vation;but now what ſhall be done with my 
Chub. or Cheven, that I have caught? 

Piſc. Marry Sir, it ſhall be given away to 
ſome poor body, for Fle warrant you Vle give 
you a Trout for your ſupper:and it is agood be- 
ginning of your Art to offer your firſt fruits to 
the poor, who will both thank God and you far 
it, which I ſee by your filence you ſeem to con 
ſent to. And for your willingneſs to part 
with it ſo charitably, I will alſo teach mor: 
concerning Ghub-Fiſhing : you are to note that 
in arch and April he is uſually taken witi 
wormes in May, June, and Jaly he will bite 
at any fly, or at Cherries, or at Beetles with their 
legs and wings cut off, or at any kind of Satl, 
or at the black Bee that breeds in clay. walls ; 

an 


ax A_ _ ac 4% <4 ns vo nd ©@ © i= ww © aa 


Chap.3. The Compleat Angler. 67 


and he never refuſes a Graſhopper on the top of 
a ſwift ſtream,nor at the bottom the young hum- 
ble-bee that breeds in long grafſe, and is ordi- 
narily found by the Mower of it. In Auguft, 
and in the cooler months a yellow pafte, made 
ofthe ſtrongeſt cheeſe, and pounded ina Mor- 
tar with a little butter and ſaffron, (ſo much of 
it as being beaten ſmall will turn it to a Je- 
mon colour,,) And ſome makea paſte for the 
Winter months , at which time the Chub is 
accounted beſt,C for then it is obſerved, that the 
forked bones are loſt , or turned into a kind 
of griſile, ( cſpecially it he be baked )) 
of Cheeſe and Turpentine 3 he will bite alſo 
at a Minnow or Penk,as a Trout will: of which 
I ſhall tell you more hereafter, and of divers 
other baits. But take this for a rule, that in 
hot weather he is to be hiſht for towards the 
mid-water, or near the topz and in colder wea- 
ther nearer the bottom. And if you tiſh for him 
on the top, with a Beetle or any fly, then be ſure 
to let your line be very long, and to keep out 
of ſight. And having told you that his Spawn 
is excellent meat and that the head of a large 
Cheven, the Throat bcing well waſht , is the 
beſt part of him, I will ſay no more of this Fiſh 
at the preſent, but with you may catch the next 
you fiſh for. 
But leſt you may judg me too nice in urging 
to have the Chub dreſt ſo preſently after he is 
taken 


68 The Compleat Angler. Part.! 


taken, I will commend to your conſideration 
how curious former times have been in the lik 
kind. | 
You ſhall read in Seneca his natural Queſti- 
lit | ons ( Lib. 3. cap* 17.) that the Ancients were 
wilt curious in the newneſle of their Fiſh , that that 
il tm ſeemed not new enough that was not put alive 
"7. into the gueſts hand 3 and he ſays that to that 
| end they did uſually keep them living in glaſs 
| bottles in their dining-rooms;and they did glory 
much in_.their entertaining of friends to have 
that Fiſh taken from under their table alive,that 
was inſtantly to be fed upon. And he fays, 
they took great pleaſure to ſee their Mullets 
change to ſeveral colours, when they were 
dying. But cnough of this, for I doubt I have 
fiayed too long from giving you ſome obſerva- 
tions of the Trout , and how to fiſh for him, 
which ſhall take up the next of my ſpare time. 


CHAP. IV. 


Obſervations of the nature and breeding of 
the Troutz, and how to fiſh for him. And 
the Milk maias Song. 


Ife. The Trout is a fiſh highly valued both 
A in this and forraign Natioxs: he may be 
jultly faid,Cas the old Poct ſaid of wine, and we 
Engliſh 
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Engliſh ſay of Veniſon) to be a generous Fikh : 
2 Fiſh that is ſolike the Buck that he alſo has his 
ſcafons, for it is obſerved, that he comes in and 
goes out of ſeaſon with the Srag and Bucks 
Geſner ſays, his name is ofaGermane off-ſpring, 
and ſays heis a filb that feeds clean and purely, 
in the ſwifteſt ſtreams, and on the hardeſt gra- 
vel ! and that he may juftly contend with all 
freſh-water-Fiſh , as the Mullet may with all 
Sea-Filh for precedency and daintineſs of taſte, 
and that being in right ſeaſon, the moſt dainty 
palats have allowed precedency to him. 
And before I go farther in my Diſcourſe, let 
me tell you , that you are to obſerve, that as 
there be ſome barrex Does , that are good in 
Summer , fo there be ſome barren Trouts that 
are good in Winter , but there arenot many 
that are ſo, for uſually they be in their per- 
fection in the month of May, and decline with 
the Buck, Now you are to take notice, that 
in ſeveral Countries, as in Germany and 
in other parts, compar'd to ours, Fiſh do differ 
much in their bigneſs , and ſhape, and other 
ways, and fo do Trowts ; it is well known 
that in the Lake Lemax ( the Lake of Geneva ) 
there are Trouts taken of three Cubits long, as 
is affirmed by Geſner, a Writer of good credit 5 
and Mercator ſays, the Trouts that are taken in 
the Lake of Geneva, are a great part of the 


Merchandize of that famous City. And you 
Are 
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are further to know, that there be certain was 
ters that breed Trouts remarkable, both for 
their number and ſmallneſs I know a little 
Brook in Kent, that breeds them to a number 
incredible, and you may take them twenty or 
forty in an hour, but none greater than about 
the lize of a Gudgion , There are alfo in divers 
Rivers, eſpecially that relate to, or be near to 
the Sea ( as Wincheſter, or the Thames about 
Wirzdſfor ) a little Trout called a Samlet or Skeg. 
ger Trout (in both which places I have caught 
twenty or forty at a ſtanding ) that will bite 
as fait and as freely as Minnows theſe be by 
ſome taken to be young Salmens, but in thoſe 
waters they never grow to be bigger than 2 
Herring. 

There is alſo in Kent near to Canterbury,a 
Tront(cali'd there a Fordidge Trout )a Trowt(that 
bears the name of the Town, where it is uſually 
caught) that is accounted the rareſt of Fiſhzma- 
ny of them near the bigneſs of a Salmon, but 
known by their different colour, and in their 
beſt ſeaſon they cut very whitezand none of theſe 
have been known to be caught with an Angle, 
unleſs it were one that was caught by Sir George 
Haſtings ( an excellent Angler, and now with 
God )and he hath told me,he thought that Trowt 
bit not for hunger but wantonneſs;and it is the 
rather to be believed, becauſe both he then, and 


many others before him, have been curious to 
ſearch 
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ſearch into their bellies, what the food was by 
which they lived 3 and have found out no- 
thing by which they might ſatishe their curioſi- 
t 


Concerning which you are to take notice, 
that it isreported by good Authors, that grafſ- 
boppers and ſome Fiſh have no mouths, but 
are nouriſht and take breath by the porouſneſs 
of their Guills, Man knows not how 3 And 
this may be believed, if weconlider that when 
the Raven hath hatcht her eggs, ſhe takes no 
further care, but, leaves her young ones, to the 
care of the God of Nature, who is ſaid in the 
Pſalms, To feed the young Ravens that call upon 
bim, And they be kept alive,and fed by a dew, 
or worms that brced in their neſts, or fome ©- 
ther ways that we Mortals know not, and this 
may be believed of the Fordidge Trout, which 
( as it is ſaid of the Stork, that he knows his 
ſeaſon, ſo he ) knows his times (I think al- 
moſt his day.) of coming into that River 
out of the Sea, where he lives ( and it is like, 
feeds ) nine months of the Year, and faſts three 
in the River of Fordidge. And you are to 
note, that thoſe Townſmen are very punctual 
in obſerving the time of beginning to tiſh 
for them and boaſt much that their River af- 
fords a Trout, that exceeds all others. And 
juſt ſo does S»fſex boaſt of ſeveral Fiſh ; 
as namely, a Shelſey Cockle, a Chicheſter Lob- 


fer, 
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fler, an Arundel Mullet, and an Amerly 
Trout. | F 

And now for fome confirmation of the For- 
didge Trout, you are to know that this Trout 
is thoughe to cat nothing in the freſh water 
and it may be the better believed, becauſe it is 
well known,that Swallows and Bats and Wag: 
tails, whichare call'd half year birds, and not 
ſeen toflie in England for fix months in the 
Year ( but about Michaelmas leave us for 
hotter Climate 3 ) yet ſome of them that have 
been left behind their fellows, 
have been found ( many thou 
ſands at a time) in hollow trees, 
or clay-Caves, where they have 
been obſerved, to live and ſleep out the whole 
Winter without meatiand ſo Albertws obſerves 
that there is one kind of Frog that 
hath her mouth naturally ſhut up 
about the end of Auga/t,and that 
the lives ſo all the Winter : and though it be 
firange to ſome, yetit is known to too many 
among us to be doubted. | 

And fo much for theſe Fordidge trouts,which 
never afford an Angler ſport, but either live 
their time of being in the freſh water,by their 
meat formerly gotten in the Sea ( not unlike 
the Swallow or Frog ) or by the vertue of the 
freſh water only ; or as the birds of Paradiſe, 
and the Camelion ave faid to live by the Sun 
and the Arr. There 


View Sir Fra, 
Bacong exper, 
859. 


See Topſel 
of Frogs. 
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There is alſo in Northumberland a Trout call- 
ed a Bull-trowt, of a much greater length and 
bigneſs, than any in theſe Southern parts : 
and there are in many Rivers that rclate to the 
Sea, Salmon-trouts, as much different from 0- 
thers, both in ſhape and in theix ſpots, as we 
ſee ſheep in ſome Countsies differ one from ano= 
ther in their ſhape and bigneſs, and in the tine- 
nels of their wool : and certainly, as ſome pa- 
ftures breed larger ſheep, ſo do ſome Rivers, 
by reaſon of the ground over which they run, 
beced larger Trouts. 

Now the next thing that I will commend to 
your conlideration is,that the Troxt is of a more 
ſudden growth than other Fiſh ; concerning 
which you are alſo to take notice, that he lives 
not fo long as the Pearcb and divers other Fiſhes 
do, as Sir Francis Bacon hath obſerved in his 
Hiſtory of Life and Death. 

And next you are to take notice, that he is 
not like the Crecodile,which if he lives never fo 
long, yet always thrives till his death: but 
*tis not ſo with the Trout, for after he is come 
to his full growth, hedeclines in his body,and 
keeps his bigneſs or thrives only in his head 
till bis death. -. And you are to-know, that he 
will about ( eſpecially before.) the time of his 
Spawning, get almoſt miraculouſly through 
Weires,and Flowd-gates againſt the ſtreamzeven, 


through ſuch high and ſwift places as is almolt 
G in» 
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incredible. Next, that the Troxt uſually 
Spawns about Ofober or November, but j 
ſome Rivers a little ſooner or later: which j 
the more obſervable, becauſe moſt other fil 
Spawn in the Spring or Summer, when the 
Sun hath warmed both the carth and wat 
and made it fit for generation. And you an 
to note, that he continues many months out « 
ſeaſon ; for it may be obſerved of the Trout, 
that he is like the Buck or the Ox, that wil 
not be fat in many months, though he go in the 
very fame paſtures that horſes do, which will b! 
fat in one month ; and fo you may obſerve, tha 
moſt other Fiſhes recover ftrength, and gro 
ſooner fat,ard in ſeaſon than the Trout doth. 
And next, you are tonote, that till the Su 
gets to ſuch a height as to warm the earth ant 
the water, the Trout is {ick and lean,and low 
fie, and unwholſom : for you ſhall in winte: 
find him to havea big head, and then to be 
lank, and thin, and lean; at which time many 
of them have ſticking on them Sugs, or Trot 
lice, which is-a kind of a worm, in ſhape like 
a clove or pin with a big head, and fticks cloſe 
to him and ſucks his moiſture 3 thoſe, I think, 
the Trout breeds himſelf; and never thrives till 
he free himſelf from them,which is when warm 
weather comeszand then, as he grows ftronger, 
he gets from the dead,ſtill water, into the ſharp 
ſtreams,and the gravel, and there rubs off theſe 
- WOrms 
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worms or lice ; and then,as he grows ſtronger, 
.W ſo he gets himrinto ſwifter and {wifter fireams, 


and there lies at the watch for any flic or Min- 
now,that comes near to him 3 and he eſpecially 
© loves theMay-flie,which is bred of theCod-worm, 
orCaddirand theſe make theTrout bold and lu- 
ſty,and he is uſually fatter and better meatat the 
end of that month, than at any time of the year: 
-'. Now you are to know, that it is obſerved; 
that uſually the beſt troxts arc either red or yel- 
low, though ſome ( as the Fordidge troxt ) be 
white and yet -good 3 but 'that is not uſual - 
and it is a note obfervable,that the female Troxe 
hath uſually a lefs head, and adeeper body than 
the male Troxt 3 and is uſually the better meat-: 
and note that a hogback, and a little head to 
either Troxt, Selmon,or any other fiſh, is a ſign 

that that fiſh is:in ſeafon. | 
But yet youare to note, that as you fee ſome 
Willows or palm-trees bud and bloſſom ſooner 
than others do,foſomeTrouts be inRiversſooner 
in ſeaſon;and as ſome Hollies orOaks are longer 
before they caſt their leaves, ſo are ſome Trouts 
in Rivers longer before they go out of ſeaſon. 
And you are to note, that there are ſeveral 
kinds of Troxts, but theſe ſeveral kinds arc not 
confidered but by very few men, for they go 
-under the general name of Trowts : juſt as Pi- 
geons do in moſt places 3 though it is certain 
there are tame,and wild Pigeons: and of the 
G 2 tame, 
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_ tame,theie be Helmits and Runts and Carriers; 
| and Cripers, and indeed too many to-name 
Nay, the Royal Soerety have found and publiſh 


ktely,that there be thirty and three kinds 


Spiders : and yet, alt ( for ought I know, 
go under that onei general name of Spider. An 


*tis fo wit many kinds of Fiſh, and of Tro 
eſpecially * which differ in their bign 


and ſhape, and: fpots, and colour. Th 


great Kenviſh Hens may be an inftance,comp 
za to other Hens 3 And doubtleſs there is 
kind of ſmall Frout, which will never thri 
to be big, that breeds very many more th 
others do, that be of a larger fize 3 which ye 
may rather believe, if you conſider, that the- li 
tle Wren and Titmonſt will have: twenty your 
ones at a time,when uſually the noble Hawke 
the Muſical Thraſſal or Black:bird exceed m 
tour or five. ; | 


And now you ſhall fee me try my $kill « 


catch a Trout, and at my next walking cithe 


this evenjng,or to morrow morning I will gin 
you direQion, how you your ſelf ſhall fiſh fv 


him. 


Vexat. Truſt me, Maſter, I fee now it is 4 
harder matter to catch a Trozt than a Chub: ( 
I have puton patience,and followed you thel 
two hours, and not ſeen a Fiſh tir, neither 4 


your Minnow nor your Worm. 


Piſce. Well Scholar, you muſt cndure wort 


luc 
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luck ſometime, or you will never ma ke a good 
Angler. But what ſay you now? there is a 
Trout now, and a good one too, if I can but 
hold him, -and two or three turns more will 
tire him: Now you ſee he lies ſtill, and the 
fleight is to land him : Reach me that Land- 
ing Net: So (Sir) now he is mine own, what 
ſay you now ? is not this worth all my labour 
and your patience ? 

Venat. On my word Maſter, thisis a gallant 
Trout, what ſhall wedo with him ? 

Piſc. Marry een cat him to ſupper : We'l 
go to my Hoſteſs, from whence we came 5 ſhe 
told me, as I was going out of door, that my 
brother Peter, a good Angler anda chearful 
companion,had ſent word he would lodge there 
to night,and bring a friend with hin» My Hoſteſs 
has two beds,and,I know, you and I may have 
the beſt : we'l rejoice with my brother Peter 
and his friend,tell tales,or fing Ballads,or make 
a Catch,or find ſome harmleſs ſport to content 
us, and paſs away a little time without offence 
to God or man. ; 

Venat. a match, good Miſter, lets go to that 
houſe for the linnen looks white, and ſmells of 
Lavender, and I long to lie in a pair of ſheets 
that ſmell ſo: Icts be going, good Maſter, far 1 
am hungry again with fiſhing, 

Piſc. Nay, ſtay a little good Scholar, I 
caught my laſt Trout with a Worm, now | will 

put 
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put ona Minnow and try a quarter of an hour 
about yonder trees for another, and ſo walk 
towards our Lodging, Look you Scholar, 
thereabout we ſhall have a bite preſently, or 
not at all : Have with you (Sir!)o' my word1 
have hold efhim. Oh it is a great loggerheaded 
Chub, Come, hang him upon that Willoy 
twig,' and lets be going, But turn out of the 
way a little, good Scholar, towards yonder 
high bonyſuckle hedg : there well fit and fi 
whilſt this ſhowr falls ſo gently upon the teems i 
ing earth, and gives yet a ſweeter ſmell to the 
lovely flowers that adorn theſe verdant Mea 
dows. X £2 
Look; under that broad Beech-tree, I fate 
down, whenlI was laſt this way a fiſhing, and 
the birds in the adjoyning Grove ſeemed to 
have a friendly contention with an Eccho, 
whole dead voice ſeemed to live in a hollow 
tree,” near to the brow of that Primroſe-hill ; 
there I fate viewing the filver-ſtreams glide 
lently towards their center,the tempeſtuousSea 
yet, ſometimes oppoſed by rugged roots, and 
pebble ſtones, which broke their waves, and 
turned them into foam ; and ſometimes I be 
guild time by viewing: the harmleſs Lambs, 
fome ]caping ſecurely in the cool ſhade, whilli 
others ſported themſelves in the cheartul Sun: 
and ſaw others craving comfort from the {woln 
udders of their bleating Dams, As I thus n 
Eat a” thels 
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theſe and other ſights had fo fully poſſeſt my 
foul with content, that I thought as the Poet 
has happily expreRt it : 

I was for that time lifted above earth ; 

And pofſeſt joys not promis'd in my birth, 

AsTI left this place,and entred into the next 
field, a ſecond pleaſure entertained me, *twas 
a handſom milk-maid that had not yet attain'd 
ſo much age and wiſdomas to load her mind 
with any fears of many things that will never 
J be ( as too many men too often do) but 
ſhe caſt away all care,and ſung like aNightingale: 
her voice was good, and the Ditty fitted for its 
*twas that ſmooth ſong, which was made by 
Kit. Marlow, now at leaſt fifty years ago : and 
the Milk-maids Mother ſung an anſwer to it, 
which was made by Sir alter Rawleigh in his 
younger days. 

They were old faſhioned Poctry, but choice- 
ly good, 1 think much better than the ſtrong 
lines that are now in faſhion in this critical 
age. Look yonder ! on my word, yonder they 
both be a milking again, I will give her 
the Chub, and perſwade them to - ſing thoſc 
two ſongs to us, | 

God ſpeed you good woman, I have been a 
Fiſhing, and am going to Bleak: Hall to my 
bed, and having caught more Fiſh than will 
ſup my ſelf and my friend, 1 will beſtow this 
upon you and your Daughter, for I uſe to ſell 
NONC» G 4 Milkw, 


8 @TheCompleat Angler, Part, 
Milkw. Marry God requite you Sir , and 
we'll eat it chearfully: and if you come this 
way a Fiſhing two months hence, a grace of 
God Ile give you a Sillybub of new Verjuice 
in a new made Hay-cock, for itand my Maxd- 
lin ſhall fing you one of her beſt Ballads;for ſhe 
and I both love all Anglers, they be ſuch ho- 
neſt, civil, quict men in the mean time will 
you drink a draught of Red-Cows milk,, you 
ſhall have it freely. 
= Piſc. No, I thank you, butI pray do us a 
courteſie that ſhall ſtand you and your daughter 
in nothing, and yet we will think our ſelves ſtill 
ſomething in your debt , it is but to ſing usa 
Song, that was ſung by your daughter, when 1 
laſt paſt over this Meadow, about cight or nine 
days ſince. 

Milk, What Song was it , I pray? was it, 
Come Shepherds deck your herds, or, As at noon 
Dulcina rejted; or, Phillida flouts me :; or,Chevy 
Chaſe ? or , Jonny Armſtrong? or Troy 

own £ 

Piſc, No,it is none of thoſe: it is a Song. that 
your daughter ſung the tirſt part, and you ſung 
the anſwer to it. 

Milk, O,1I know it now, 1 learn'd the firſt 
part in my golden age, when I was about the 
age of my poor daughter 3 and the latter part, 
which indeed fits me beft now, but two or 
three years ago, when the cares of the World 

began 
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began to take hold of me : but you ſhall, God 
willing, hearthem both, and ſung as well as 
we can , for we both love Anglers. Come 
Maudlin , \ing the firſt part, to the Gentlemen 
with a merry heart, and Ile fing the fecond, 
when you have done. 


The Milk-maids Song. 


Come live with me, and be my Love. 
And we will all the pleaſures prove 
That valleys, groves,or bills,or fields, 
Or woods, andſteepy mountains yeilds. 


IWhere we will fit upon the Rocks, 
Ani ſee the Shepherds feed our flocks, 
By ſhallow Rivers, to whoſe falls, 
M-lodiows birds ſing Madrigals. 


And I will make thee beds of Roſes, 
And then a thouſand fragrant Poſies, 
A Cap of flowers, and a Kirtle 
Embroidered all with leaves of mirtle. 


A Gown made of the fineſt Wool 
IVhich from our pretty Lambs we pull; 
Slippers lin'd ehoicely for the cold, 
With buckles of the pureſt gold. 
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A Belt of Straw, and Ivy-buds, 
With Coral Claſps and Amber ftuds : 
Andif theſe pleaſures may thee move, 
Come live with me and be my Love. 


Thy filver diſhes for thy meat, 

As precious as the Gods do eat, 
Sball on an Tvory Table be _ 
Prepar'd each day for thee and me. 


The Shepherds Swains ſhall dance and ſing 
For thy delight each May-morning : 

If theſe delights thy mind may move, 

Then live with me, and be my Love. 


Venat. Truſt me, Maſter, it is a choice Song, 
and ſweetly ſung by honeſt Maudl/in. I now 
ſee it was not without cauſe, - that our good 
Queen Elizabeth did fo often wiſh her ſelf a 
Milkmaid all the month of May, becauſe they 
are not troubled with fears and cares, but ſing 
{ſweetly all the day, and ſleep ſecurely all the 
night : and without doubt, honelt , innocent, 
pretty Maudlin does fo. I'le beftow Sir Thema 
Overbury's Milk-maids wiſh upon her, That ſhe 
may dye in the Spring, and being dead may bave 
good ftore of flowers ſtuck, round about her win- 
ding ſheet. 

The 
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The Milk-maids Mothers Anſwer, 


If all the world and Love were young, 
And truth in every Shepherds tongue, 
Theſe pretty pleaſures might me move 
To live with thee, aud be thy Love. 


But time drives flocks from field to fold, 
When Rivers rage, and rocks grow cold, 
Then Philomel becometh dumb, 

And age complains of care to come. 


The flowers do fade,and wanton fields 
To wayward Winter reckoning yields, 
A hony tongue, a heart of gall, 

Is fancies ſpring , but ſorrows fall; 


Thy gowns, thy ſhoves, thy beds of roſes, 
Thy cap, thy kirtle,and thy poſies, 

Soon break, ſoon wither , ſoon forgotten, 
In folly ripe, in reaſon rotten. | 


Thy Belt of Straw, aud Toy-buds, 
Thy Coral claſps,and Amber-ſlnds, 
All theſe in me no means can move + 
To come to thee, and be thy Love. 


What ſhould we talk of dainties then, 
Of better meat than's fit for men ? 
” Theſe 
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Theſe are but vain : that*s only good 


Which God bath bleft, and ſent for food, 


But could Toxth loft, and love (till breed, 
Had joys no date,nor age no need ; 

Then thoſe delights my mind might move, 
To live with thee,and be thy Love. 


Mother, Well I have done my Song, 3 but 
ſtay honeſt Anglers, for I will make Manudlix 
toſling you one ſhort Song more. Maxdlin, 
{ing that Song that you ſung laſt night, when 
young Corydon the Shepherd plaid ſo purely on 
his oatex pipe to you and your Cozen Betty. 

Maud. 1 will Mother. 

I married a Wife of late, 
The more*s my nnbappy fate : 

I married ber for love, 

As my fancy did me move, 
And not for a worldly eftate : 


But Oh ! the | nay” <=" 


Soon ebavged ber likeneſs , 
And,all ber beauty did fail, 
But *tis not ſo, 
With thoſe that go, 
Through froſt and ſuow, 
As all men know, 


And, carry the Mitking-pail. 
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Piſce. Well ſung good Woman I thank you, 
I'le give you. enother diſh of fiſh one of theſe 
dayszand then, beg another Song of you, Come 
Scholar, let Maudlin alone: do not you offer to 
ſpoil her voice. Look,youder comes mine Hoſteſs, 
tocall us to ſupper. How now ? is my Bro- 
ther Petey come ? 

Hoſteſs : Yes, and a friend with him, they 
are both glad to hear that you are in theſe parts, 
and long to ſee you, and long tobeat ſupper, 
for they be very hungry. 


CHAR V. 


More Direitions how to Eiſb for, and-how 
#4 make for the Trout an Artificial Min- 


ISC. Well met Brother Peter , I heard 
you and a friend would lodge here to 
night, and that hath made me to bring my 
Friend to lodge here too. My Friend is one 
that would fain be « Brother of the Angle, he 
hath been an Angler but this day, and I have 
taught him how to catch a Chab by daping with 
a Graſr-hopper , and the Chub he caught = 4 
uny 
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luſty one of nineteen inches long, But pray 
Brother Pete* who is your companion ? | 

Peter. Brother Piſcator,my friend is an ho- 
neſt Country-men, and his name is Coridon,and 
he is a downright witty companion that' met 
me here purpoſely to be pleaſant and eat a 
Tront, And I have not yet wetted myLine ſince 
we met together ? but I hope to fit him with 
a Troxt for his breakfaſt, for Vle be early 


ups * ; 
Piſe. Nay Brother you ſhall not ſtay 


long : for look you here is a Trout 


will fill fix reaſonable bellies:-ComeHoſtcſs,drefs 


it preſently, and get us what other meat the 
houſe will afford,and give us ſome of your beſt 
Barly-wine, the good liquor that our honeſt 
Fore-fathers did ufe to drink of; the drink 
which preferved their health, and made them 

live 
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live fo long, and to do ſo many good 
deeds. 2 

Peter, O* my word this Trout is perfe@ in 
ſeaſon. Come, Ithank you, and here is a hearty 
draught to you, and to all the brothers of the 
Angle whereſoever they be, and to my young 
brothers good fortune to morrow : I will fur- 
niſh him with a Rod, if you will farniſh him 
with the reſt of the Tackling we will ſet him 
up and make him a Fiſher. 

And I will tell him one thing for his encou- 
ragement, that his fortune hath made him hap- 
py to be Scholar to ſuch a Maſter ; a Maſter 
that knows as much both of the nature and 
breeding of fiſh as any man : and canalfo tell 
him as well how to catch and cook them, from 
the Miznow tothe Salmon , as any that I ever 
met withall. | 

Pife. Truſt me, brother Peter , I find my 
Scholar to be ſo ſutable to my own humour , 
Which is to be free and pleaſant , and civilly 
merry, that my reſolution is to hide nothing 
that I know from him. Believe me, Scholar, 
this is my reſolution ; and fo here's to you a 
hearty draught, and to all that love us, and the 
honeſt Art of Angling, 

Ven. Truſt me , good Mafter, you ſhall not 
ſow your ſeed in barren ground , for I hope to 
return you an increaſe anſwerable to your 
hopes 3 but however you ſhall tind me obedi-. 

ent, 
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C 
ent, and thankful , and ſerviceable to my beft = <; 
abilitic. =_ 

Piſce. *Tis enough , honeſt Scholar , come 8 ,; 
lets to ſupper. Come my friend Coridon this 
Trext looks lovely , it was twentie two inches i , 
when it was taken , and the belly of it looked W © 
ſome part of it as yellow as a Marigold , and I »; 
part of it as whiteas a lilly, and yet-methinks I « 
it looks better in this good ſawce. 

Cor. Indeed honeſt friend, it looks well, and W G 
faſtes well, I thank you for it, and fo doth my W «< 
friend Peter, or elfe he is to blame. fa 

Pet. Yes, and fo Ido, we all thank you, and 
when we have fupt, I will get my friend Coridon W jt 
to ling you 2 Song for requital. 

Cor.. I will ſing a fong, if any body will ting to 
another ; elſe, to be plain with you, I wil fing 
#91e : | am none of thoſe that ſing for meat,but W te 


for company : I ſay, *Tis merry in Hall, when 
men fing al. | 

PFiſe. Il promiſe you T1 ſing a ſong that was 
lately made at my requeſt, by Mr. Will:am Baſſe, 
one that hath made the choice ſongs of the 
Hunter in bis cariere,and of Tom of Bedlam, and 
many others of note; and this that 1 will hng is 
in praiſe of Angling. | 

Cor, And then mine ſhall be the praiſe of a 
Country mans life : What will the reſt ling of? 

Pet. 1 will promiſe you, 1 will ting another 


ſong in praiſe of Angling to morrow aights 
or 
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for we will not part till then, but Fiſh to mor-. 
row, and ſup together, and the nextday.cvery 
man leave Fiſhing, and fall to bis bulincfſe; . 

Venat. *Tis a match, and I will provide you 
a Song or a Catch againſt then' too; -which 
ſhall give ſome addition of. mirth:to the com- 
pany; for we will beciviland: as-mexry 45 beg- 
ers. 

Piſe. *Tis a:match my Maſters, lets ev*n ſay 
Grace, and turn to the'fire,, drink .the other 
cup to wet our., whiſtles; and ' ſingaway all 
fad thoughts. | | «a A804 

Come on my Maſters , who begins ?. I think 
it is beſt to draw cuts,and ayoid contention. 

Pet, Tt is a match. Look,the ſhorteſt cut falls 
to Coridons - vn v6 notes ql 

Cor. Well then,I will begin, for I hate con- 


 tentions. 


K bn bbk GAs; 4,4 15 1 
CORID Q NS Song: - 
Oh the ſweet contentment 
The eonntry-rnax doth find ! 
high trolsllie loe tr, 
bigh trolollie lee , 
That quiet contemplation 
poſſeſſeth all my mig ; 
Then care away,, | 
and wend along with me. 


H 
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1:Far Courts are full of flatt 

At davh to0 oft A 
7 - bigb twolollie lotlie lee, ec, 
i "The City full f wautonneſ7 , 
-;-- Then care away, &c. 


(1 But ob the 7s cr) coun 

'-: Spdaks truely from bis beart , 

: ': high teolotlls lollic lee, ee. 
His pride is in bis tillage, 

*. #1} booſts and bis cart : 

"Then care away , &c. 


* fo 


Our cloathing is good ſheep things , 
"Gray rufſts for or wives, - 

igh trolsllie lollie lee, wc. 
"Tis warmth and not gay cloathing 
That doth prolong onr liver: 


Then care away , &c. 


The ploungh man;though be labour bard, 


Tet on the Holy-Day , [5 

bigh trolollie Iollie lee, &e. w 
No Emperour ſo merrily oc 
Does paſſe bis time away : yo 


Thencare away »: &c 
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To recompenct our tillage, 
The Heavens afford us ſhowers ; 
bigh trolollie lollie lee , ©, 
And for our ſweet refreſhment: 
The earth affords us bowers: 
Then care away , &c. 


The Cuckow and the Nightingale 
Full merrily do fing , 

bigh trolollie lollie lee, e#c. | 
And with their RR roundclaies 
Bid welcome to the 

Then care away , &c. 


This is not half the happineſs 
The country-man enjoyes 3 
high trolollie lollie lee , he. 
Thongh others think they bave ar much , 
Tet be that ſays ſo lies: 
Then come away) turn 


Country man with me. 
Fo. Chalkpill. 


Piſc., Well ſun oage For ſong was fling 


with mettle 3 and it was choicely fitted to the 
occaſion I ſhall love you for it as longas I know 
youz I would you were a brother of the Angle, 
fora companion that is chearful , and free 
from ſwearing and ſcurrilous diſcourſe, is worth 

Tj gold. 1 love ſuch mirth as does not make 
H2 friends 
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friends aſhamed to look upon one another next 
morning 3 ner men ( that cannot, well bear it ) 
to repent the money they ſpend when they be 
warmed with drink : and take this for a rule, 
You may pick out ſuch times and ſuch compa- 
nies, that you may make your ſelves merrier 
fora little than a great deal of money for *Ti: 
the company and not the charge that makes the 
Feaſt : and ſuch a companion you prove, I thank 
you for it. Son 

But I will not complement you out-of the 
debt that I owe you, and therefore I will begin 
my Song and wiſh it may be fo well liked. 


The Anglers Song. 


Ar inward love breeds outward talk, 
The Hound ſome praiſe , and ſome the Hawk: 
Some better pleasr'd with private ſport , 
Uſe Tennis,ſome s Miſtreſs coxrt:; 
But theſe delights I neither wiſh, 
 . Nor enzy, while I freely fiſh. 


#ho Hunts, doth oft in danger ride 
ho Hawks, lures oft both far and wide ; 
_. ho uſes Games ſhall often. prove 
A loſers but who falls in love , 
Is fettered in fond Cupids ſyare : 
My Angle breeds me no ſuch care. 


'o 


Chaps. . TheCompleatAnglee 
Of Recreation there'is none'- = v) 
| So free as Fiſhing is alone'; | 
All other paſtimor do no | 
Than mind and body both poſſeſſe : © 


My band alone my work can doe, 
| SoT can fi and ftudy _ | 


Erb not, T, to filp i in Sake 


+ & TT 
$ 4 


reſh rivers beſt my mind do WI 
boſe ſweet calm courſe Lelmempion? > 
And ſeek in life to imitate :\_ 
In civil bounds 1 fain would keep , 


And for my paſt offences won. 


And when the timorous Trout: Iwait 

To take, and be devours my bait , 

How poor a thing ſometimes I find 

Will captivate a greedy mind: at, 
And when none bite, I priſe the wiſe , 
Whom vain allurements ne*re ſurpriſe. 


But yet though while I fiſh I f aft ; 

I make good fortune aps repaſt , | ' 

And tbereunto. my friend invite, ' 

In whom I more than that delight : 
Who is. mare. welcom to = d 
Than to my angle was myo, 


As me content #0 prize fo toks 5 
As uſe of taken prize to make : 
H 
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For ſo our Lord was pleoſad when 
He fiſhers made fiſhers of man : 
Where ( whith is in no other game ) 
A man nay fiſ and praiſe bis name. 


The firſt men thee axr $ evieur dear 
Did chuſe to wait upon bim bere , 
Bleſt Fiſhers were, and fiſh the loſt 
Food was, that he on _—_ -_ 7 
I tbarefore ftnive to fallow thoſe , 
Whom be to follow bien bath choſe , 


Cor. Well lang brother, you have paid your 
debt in good coin, we Anglers arc all bchold- 
ing to the good man that made this Song,.Come 
—— give us more Ale, and lets drink to 

im. TIT | 

And now lets every one go to bed that we 
may ile early 3 but firſt lets pay our. reckoning, 
for I wif{ have nothing to hinder me in the 
morning for my purpole is to prevent the Sun- 
riſing. 6 Vie 

Pet. A match; Come Coridon, you are to be 
my Bed-fellow : I know ,:brother, you and 
your Scholar will lie together; but where ſhall 
we meet tomorrow night? for my friend Co- 
ridon and I will go up the water towards Ware, 

Piſce. And my Scholar and 1 will go down 
towards Waltham. g 


Cor. 
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Cor. Then lets meet hexe, for here axe treſh, 

ſheets that (me]l of Lavender,.and PRE: 

cannot expe& better meat , or better uſage. in, 

any Place. os _ 
Pet. *Tis a match. Good night to every body. 
Piſc. And ſo fay I. HM: 
Venat. And ſofayl. 


Piſce. Good morrow good Hoſteſs, I ſee my 
brother Peter is ſtill in bed ; Come give my 
Scholar and me a Morning-drink, and a bit of 
meat to breakfaſt, and be ſure to get a 
diſh of meat or two againſt ſupper , tor we [h; 
come home as hungry as Hawks. Come Scho- 
lar, lets be going. 

Venat, Well now, good Maſter, as we walk 
towards the River give me dire&ion , accor- 
ding to your promiſe, how I ſhall fiſh for a 
Trout. 

Piſe. My honeſt Scholar, I will take this ve- 
ry convenient opportunity to do it. | 

TheTrout is uſually caught with a worm or 
a Minnow, (which ſome call a Pexk) or with 2 
flie,viz.cither a natural or an artificial flie: con- 
cerning which three I will give you ſome obſcr- 
vations and direQions. | 

And firſt for Worms : Of theſe there be very 
many ſorts, ſome breed only in the earth, as the 
Earth-worm ; others of or among(t Plants, as 
the Dug-worm and others breed cither out of 

H4 Excres 
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excterfients;or fn thebodies of Tiving creature 
as inthe BBs of Sheep or Deer'; 'or ſome ot 
deadAtth,as theMaggot or gentle,and others. 

| Now theſe be moti of them particularly good 

for particular Fiſhes: byt for the Trout the dew- 
worm, (which ſome alſo call the Lob-worm)and 
the Brandling are the chietz and -eſpecially the 
firſt for a great Trout, and the latter for a leſs, 
There he alſo of Lob-worms ſotnecalled ſquirrel- 
zailes; (a worm that has a redi head, a fireak 
down the back and a broad tail) which are no- 
ted tobe the beſt, becauſe they are the rougheſt 
and moſt liyely, and live longeſt in the water: 
for you are to'know, that a dead worm is but a 
dead bait and like to catch nothing, compared 
tozTively,quick, ſtirring worm:and for a Brand- 
ling, he is uſually found in an old dunghil, or 
fome, very rotten place near to it : but moſt u; 
ſually'in Cow-dung, or hogs-dung, rather than 
horfe-dung, which is ſomewhat too hot and dry 
for that worm. But the beſt of them are to be 
found in the bark of the Tanners which they 
caſt up in heaps after they have uſed it about 
their leather, 

' "There are alſodivers other kinds of worms 
- which for colour and ſhape alter even as the 
ground out of which they aregot, as the marſ- 
worm, the tag-tail,the ſtag-worm,the dock-worm, 
the oak:worm, the gilt-tayle, the twachel or leb- 

porm{ which of all others is the moſt excellent 
""_ bait 
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bait for a FaImon) and toomany-to n{me,'even 
as many'ſorts, as ſome think there be of ſeveral 
hearbs or ſhrubs, or of ſeveral kinds of birds in 
the airz 'of which I ſhall fay no more, bur tell 
you, that what worms ſoever you fiſh with,are 
the better for being'well ſcowred , that is 
long kept, before they be-uſed 3 and in caſe you 
have not been ſo provident , then the way to 
cleanſe and ſcowr them quickly, is to put them 
all night in water ,if-they be Lob-worms,and then 
put them into your bag with fennel : but you 
muſt not-put your Brandlings above an hour in 
water,and then put them into fennel for ſuddain 
uſe; :* but if you have time and purpoſe to keep 
them long , then they be belt preſerved in an 
earthen pot with good ſtore of Meſſe, which is to 
be- freſh every three or four dayes in Summer, 
and every week or eight dayes in Winter: or at 
leaſt the moſſe taken' from them,and clean wath- 
ed,and wrung betwixt your hands till it be dry, 
and then put it to them again. Aud when your 
worms, eſpecially the Brandling, begins to be 
lick, and loſe of his bigneſs, then you may re- 
cover him , by putting a little milk or cream 
(about a ſpoonful in a day) into them by drops 
on the moſſe; and if there be added to the cream 
an egge beaten and boiled in it,then it will both 
fatten and preſerve them long. And note, that 
when the krot, which is near to the middle of 
the brandlizg begins.to ſwell, then he is ſick, 
. and, 


and, if he be not well look'd to , is near dying, 
And for moſle, youare to note, that there bed 
vers kinds of it, which I could name to you, 
but will onely tell you, that that which is likeſt 
a Backr-Horn is the beſt, except it be ſoft white 
moſs, which grows on ſome heaths,and is hard 
tobe found. And note, that ina very dry time, 
when you are put to an extremity for worms, 
Walnut-tree leaves ſqueez'd into water, or falt 
in water, to make it bitter or (alt, and then that 
water poured on the ground , where you ſhall 
{ce wormsare uſed to riſe in the — gg make 
them to appear above ground preſently. And 
you may take notice ſome ſay that Camphire put 
into your bag with your moſſe and worms, 
gives them a ſtrong and ſo tempting a ſmell, 
as the fiſh fare the worſe and you the better 
or it- 

And now , I ſhall fhew you how to bait your 
hook with a worm,ſfo as ſhall prevent you from 
much trouble, and the loſs of many a hook tooz 
when you Fiſh for a Trout with a running line: 
that is to ſay, when you fiſh for him by hand at 
the ground, I will dire you in this as plainly 
as I can, that you may not miſtake, 

Suppoſe it be a big Lob-worm, put your book 
into bim ſomewhat above the middle,and out a- 
gain alittle below the middle : baving ſo done, 
draw your worm above the arming of your hook, but 
ate that at the entring of your hook, it muſt not be 
at 
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at the bead-end of the worm, but at the teil-end 
of bim,(that the point of your book, may come out 
toward the begd-end) and baving draws bim a- 
bove the arming\ef your book, then put the point of 
your book, again into the very head of the worns, 
till it come near tothe place where the point of the 
book firſt came out : and then draw back that 
part of the worm that was above the ſhank, or arm- 
ing of your book, axd ſo fiſh with it. And if you 
mean to fiſh reith two worms, then put the ſecond 
on before you turn back the books-vead of the firſt 
worm 3 you caunot loſe above two or three worms 
before you attein to what I direti you ; and bavin 
attain'd it, you will find it very uſeful, and ys. 
me for it : For you will run on the ground with- 
out tangling. 

Now for the Mirnow or Penk he is not cafily 
found and caught till Mzrch , or in April , for 
then he appears firſt in the River, Nature ha- 
ving taught him to ſhelter and hide himſelf in 
the Winter in ditches that be near to the River, 
and there both to hide and kcep himſelf warm 
in the mud or in the weeds, which rot not fo 
ſoon as in a running River, in which place if he 
were in Winter,the diftempered Floods that are 
uſually in that ſeaſon, would ſuffer him to take 
no reſt, | but carry him head-long to Mills and 
Weires to his confuſion. And of theſe Minnows, 
firſt you are to know, that the biggeſt ſize is 
not the beſt 5 and next, that the middle {ize and 

the 


706 The Conipleat'Angler. Part.1, 


the-whiteſt are the beſt : and then you are to 


know, that your Minnow muſt be fo put on your 


hook that it muſt turn round when *tis drawn 
againſt the ſtream, and that it may turn nimbly; 
you muſt put it on a big-fized hook as I ſhall 
now dire& you, which is thus. Pat your hook 
in at his mouth and out at his gill, then having 
drawn '\your hook 2 or 3 inches beyond. or 
through his gill, put it again into his mouth, 
and the point and beard vt 'at his taile, and 
then tie the hook and his taile about very neat- 
ly witha white thred, which will make it the 
aptcr to turn quick in the water : that done, pull 
back that part of your line which was ſlack 
when you did put your hook into the Minnow 
the ſecond time : I fay pull that part of your line 
back ſo that it ſhall faſten the head, ſo that the 
body of the Minnew ſhall be almoſt ſireight on 
your hook ; this done, try how it will turn by 
drawing it croſs the water or againſt a fiream, 
and if it do not turn nimbly, then turn the tail 
a little to the right or left hand, and try again, 
_ till it turnquick 3 for if not ? you are in davger 
to catch nothing'3 for know, that it is impoſſible 
that it ſhould turn too quick : And you are yet 
to know, that in caſe you want a Minnow, thena 
fmall Loch or a Stickle-bag, or any other ſmall 
fiſh that will turn quick will ſerve as well : And 
you are yet to know, that you may ſalt them, 
and by that means keep them ready and hit - 

uſe 
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uſe three or four days,or longer,and that offalt, 
bay-ſalt is the beſt, | | | 

\. And here let me tell you, what many old 
Anglers know right well, that at ſome times, 
and in ſome waters a Minnow is niot to be got, 
and therefore let me tell you, IT have ( which I 
will ſhew toyou ) an artificial Minnow,that will 
catch a Trout as well as anartificial Flie, and. it 
was made by a handſom Woman that had a tine 
hand, and alive Minnowlying by her : the mould 
or body of the Minnow was-cloth, and wrought 
upon or over it thus with 6 needle © the back of it 
with very Fo French green filk,, and paler green 
filktowards the belly, ſhadowed as perfeiily as you 


can imagine, juſt as you ſee a Minnow ; the belly 


was wrought alſo with a needle, and it was a part 
of it white ſilk, and another part of it with ſilver 
tbred, the tail and fins were of a quill;which was 
ſhaven thin, the eyes were of two little black 
beads, and the head was ſo ſhadowed, and all of it 
ſo curiouſly wrought, and ſo exatily diſſembled, 
that it would beguile any ſharpe ſighted Tromt in a 
ſwift flream. And this Minnow I will now (hew 
you, (look here it is ) and if you like. it Jend it you, 
to have two or three made by it, for they be eaſily 
carryed about an Angler, and be of excellent uſe; 
for note, that a large Trout will come as fiercely 
at #8 Minnow, as the bigheſt mett led Hawk, doth 
ſeize on a Partridg, or a Grey-bound on a Hare. 
I have been told, that 360 Minnows — 
foun 
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found ina Trext/ belly; either the Trout had de. 
voured fo many;or theMiller that gave it a friend 
of mine had forced them down his throat after 
he had taken him. 

Now for Flies, which is the third bait where- 
with Trozts are uſually taken. You are to know, 
that there are ſo many forts of Flies as there be 
of Fruits : 1 will name you but ſome of them, 
as the dux-flie , the fone-flie , the red-flie, the 
moor-flie, the tawny-flie, the ſhell-flie, the cloudy, 
or blackiſh-flie, the flag-flie, the vine-flie : there 
be of flies, Caterpillars, and Canker-flies, and 
Bear-flies, and indeed too many either for me to 
name or for you to remember: and their bree- 
ding is fo various and wonderful, that I might 
ealily amaze my ſelf, and tire you in a relation 
of thern. 

And yet I will exerciſe your promiſed pati- 
ence by faying a little of che Caterpillar or the 
Palmer-flie or worm , that by them you may 
gueſs what a work it were in aDiſcourſe but to 
run over thoſe very many flies, worms and little 
living creatures with which the Sun and Sum- 
mer adorn and beautifie the River banks and 
Meadows 3 both for the recreation and contem- 
Plation of us Anglers,plcafures which ( I think) 
my felf enjoy more than any other man that is 
nor of my profeſſion. 

Pliny holds an opinion, that many have their 
dirth or being from a dew that in the Spring 

falls 
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falls upon the leaves-of trees3 and that ſome 
kindsof ther are from a dew left upon herbs 
or flowers 3 and others from a dew left upon 
Coleworts or Cabbages: All which kinds of 
dews being thickned and condenſed, are by the 
Suns generative heat moſi of then hatch'd, and 
in three days made living creatures 3 and theſe 
of ſeveral ſhapes and colours 3 ſome being hard 
.and tough, ſome ſmooth and ſoft ; ſome arc 
horned -in their head, ſome in their tail , tome 
have none: ſome have hair, ſome none: ſome 
have fixteen feet , ſome leſs, and fore have 
none, but (as our Topſel hath with great —_ 

diligence obſerved ) thoſe which have #5 %- 


none , move upon the carth or upon fery of 


n , , Serpents. 
broad leaves , their motion being not op 


unlike to the waves of the Sea. Some of them 
he alfo obſerves to be bred of the Eggs of other 
Caterpillars, and that thoſe in their time turn 
tobe Butter-flies : and again , that their Eggs 
turn the following year to be Caterpillars. 
And fome affirm , that every plant has his par- 
ticular flie or Caterpillar, which it breeds and 
feeds. I have ſeen, and may therefore affirm 
it, a green Caterpillar , or worm, as big as a 
{mall Peaſcod , which had fourteen legs, eight 
on the belly, four under the neck, and two near 
the tail. It was found on a hedge of Privet, 
and was taken thence, and put into a large 
Box , and a little branch or two -of Privet 

put 


put to it ;. on which I ſaw it feed as ſharply!ias 
a dog gnaws a bone : it lived thus five or fig 
daics, and thrived, and changed the colour two 
or three times, but by ſome neglect in the keeps 
er of it, it then dyed and did not turn to a fliz 
but if it had-lived, it had doubtleſs turned to 
one of thoſe flies that ſome call flies, of prey, 
which - thoſe that walk by the Rivers may in 
Summer, ſee faſten on ſinaller flies, and, I. think 
make them their food. And *tis obſervable, 
that as there be theſe flies of prey which be very 
large, fo there be others very little, created, [ 
think, only to feed them, and breed out of | 
know not what 3 whoſe life, they fay, Natue 
intended not to exceed an hour,and yet that like 
is thus made ſhorter by other flies, or accident, 

*Tis endle(s to tell you what the curious ſear- 
chers into Natures productions have pbſerved 
of theſe Worms and Flies : But yet I ſhall tell 
you what Aldrovandus, our Topſel, and othes 
fay of the Palmer-warm or Caterpillar, That 
whereas others content themſelves to feed on 
particular herbs or lcaves, (for moſt think thok 
very leaves that gave them lite and ſhape, give 
them a particular tecding: and nouriſhment,and 
that upon them they uſually. abide ):yeg he ob- 
ſerves, that this is called a pilgrim ori palmer- 
worm, tor his very wandring life ang ,yariow 
food ; not contenting himſelt'( as others do ) 
- with any gue certain place for his abode, nos a- 


ny 
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ny certain kind of herb or flower for his feeding; 
but will boldly and diſorderly wander up and 
down, and not endure to be kept to a diet, or 
fixt to a particular place: 

Nay,the very colours of Caterpillars are, as 
one has obſerved , very elegant and beautiful : 
I ſhall ( for a taſte of the reſt ) deſcribe one of 
them, which I will ſometime the next month 
ſhew you feeding on a Willow-tree, and you 
ſhall tind him punctually to anſwer this very 
deſcription; His lips and mouth ſomewhat yellow, 
_ black as %, bis forebead purple, bis feet 
and binder parts green , bis tail two forked and 
black, the whole body flained with a kind of red 
ſpots which run along the neck and ſhoulderblade, 
not unlike the form of Saint Andrew's Croſs, or 
the letter X , made thus croſi-wiſe, and a white 
line drawn down his back, to bis tail ; all which 
add much beauty to bis whole body. And itis to 
me obſervable,that at a fixed age this Caterpillar 
gives over to cat, and towards Winter comes 
to be covered over with a ftrange ſhell or cruſt 
called an Awrelia , and fo lives a kind of dead 
life, without cating all the Winter 3 yp; $5r 
and (as others of ſeveral kinds turn Fre, Bacon 
tobe —_— _— of flies _ _ capers =” 
min the Spring following ( fo this > + 
Caterpillar then turns to be a pain- -——o—_ 
ied Butter-fly. 

Come, come my Scholar, you ſee the River 

6; 
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ſtops our morning walk , and I will alſo her: 
ſtop my diſcourſe, only as we fit down unde 
this Honey-ſuckje hedg , whilſt I look a Line ti 
fit the Rod that our brother Peter hath lent you, 
I ſhall for alittle confirmation of what I hay: 
faid, repeat the obſervation of Du Bartas : 


God not contented t0 each kind to give, 6, Day g 

And to infuſe the vertue generative, Du Barts 

by bis wiſe power made many creatures breed 
f liveleſs bodies without Venus deed. 


So the cold humor breeds the Salamander, 
who(in effet )like to ber births commander, 
With child with bundred winters ,with her tow 
Drencheth the fire though glowing ne*'r ſo mui 


- $0 in the fire in burning furnace ſprings 
The Fly Perauſta with the flaming wings ; 
Without the fire it dyes, in it it joyes, 

Living in that which all things elſe deſftroyes, 
$0 flow Bodtes wuderneath bim ſees 3 

In tb* IcyIſlands goſtings hatcht of trees, Cambde. 
Whoſe fraitful leaves falling, into the water, 

- Areturn'd (*tis known)to living fowls ſoon afic 


So rotten planks of broken ſhips do change 
To Barnacles, O transformation ſtrange | 

*1was firſt a green tree,then a broken bull, = 

ate) 
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Lately a muſhrome, now a flying Gull; 


Venat, O my good Maſter , this morning» 
walk has been ſpent to my great pleaſure and 
wonder : but I pray , when ſhall I have yout 
diretion how to make artificial flies, like. to 
thoſe that the Trout loves beft ? and alfo how 
to uſe them? 

Piſce: My honeſt Scholar , it is now paſt hve 
of the Clock, we will fiſh till nine, and then go 
to breakfaſt : Go you to yonder Sycemore-tree, 
and hide your Bottle of drink under the hollow 
root of it 3 for about that time, aftid in that 
place, we will make a brave breakfaſt with a 
piece of powderd Becf, and a Radiſhor two 
that I havein my Fiſh-bag z we ſhall, I warrant 
you, make a good , honeſt, wholfome, bungry 
breakfaſt, and I will then give you ditcd&ion for 
the making and uſmg of your flies: and in the 
mean time there is your Rod and Line, and my 
advice is, that you fiſh as you ſee me do, 
And let's try which can catch the firſt Fiſh. 

Venat. F thank you Maſter, I will obferve 
_ practice your direction as far as I am 
able. 

Piſc. Look you Scholar, you ſee I have hold 
of a good Fiſh : I now ſee it is a Trout,I pray, 
put that Net under him, and touch not my 
line for if you do, then'we break all. Well done 


Scholar, I thank you. 
Now 
> 


Now for another. Truſt me I have another 
bite : come Scholar, come lay down your Rod, 
and help me to land this as you did the other. 
So, now we ſhall be ſure to have a good diſh of 
Fiſh for ſupper. 

Venat. I am glad of that ; but I have no 
fortune: ſure, Maſter, yours is a better Rod, 
and better tackling. 

Piſc. Nay, then take mine, and I will fiſh 
with yours. Look you, Scholar, I have anc 
ther 3 come, doas you did before, And now 
I have a bite at another : Oh me ! he has broke 
all 3 there's half a line and a good hook loft. 

Venat. 1 and a good Troxt too. 

Piſc. Nay, the Troxt is not loſt, for pray 
ay notice no man can loſe what he never 

d. 

Venat. Maſter, I can neither catch with the 
firſt nor ſecond Angle : 1 have no fortune. 

P:ſc. Look you, Scholar,I have yet another ; 
and now having caught three brace of Trouts, 
I will tell you a ſhort Talc as we walk towards 
our breakfaſt: 4 Scholar ( a Preacher I ſhould 

Jay ) thatwas to preach to procure the approbation 

of a Pariſh,that he might be their Lefiurer,badgot 
from bs Fellow-pmpil the copy of a Sermon that 
was firſt preached with great commendation 
by bim that compoſed it; and th ugh tbe 

borrower of it preach'd it word for word, 6 

it was at firſt, yet it was utterly diſliked as it wa 

; preached 
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reached by the ſecond to bis Congregation: which 
b | ns complained of to the lender 
of it, and was thus anſwered ;, I lent you indeed 
my Fiddle, but not my Fiddleſtick z for you are 
to know, that every one cannot make muſick, with 
my words which are fitted for my own month. And 
ſo, my Scholar, you are to know, that as the ill 
pronunciation or ill accenting of words in a 
Sermon ſpoils it,ſo the ill carriage of your line, 
or not hſhing even toa foot in a right place, 
makes you loſe your labour : and you are to 
know, that though you have my Fiddle,that is, 
my very Rod and Tacklings with which you 
ſee I catch Fiſh ; yet you have not my Fiddle- 
ſtick, that is, you yet have not skill to know 
how to carry your hand and line, nor how to 
guide it to a right place : and this muſ} be 
taught you ( for you are to remember I told 
you, Angling is an Art) either by pra@ice,or a 
long obſervation or both. But take this for a 
rule, when you fiſh for a Trout with a Worm, 
let your line have ſo much, and not more Lead 
than will tit the ſtream in which you fiſh that 
is tofay ; more ina great troubleſfom ſtream 
than ina ſmaller that is quieter 3 as near as may 
be, ſo much as will ſink the bait to the bottom, 
and keep it ſtill in motion,and not more, 

But now lets ſay Grace and fall to breakfaſt: 
what ſay you, Scholar, tq the providence of an 
old Angler # does not this meat taſte well? and 

I 3 Was 
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was not this place well choſen to eat it? far 
this Sycamore-tree will ſhade us from the Suns 
_ | 

 Venat, All excellent good, and my ſtomach 
excellent good too. And I now remember 
and find that true which devout. Leſſius ſays, 
That poor men,end thoſe that fait often, have much 
more pleaſure in eating than rich men and glut- 
tour, that always feed before their ſtomachs are 
empty of their laft meat, and call for more: for 
by that means they rob themſelves of that plea- 
ſure that bunger brings to poor men. And] 
do ſeriouſly approve of that ſaying of yours, 
That you. had rather be a civil, well govern'd, 
well grounded, temperate, poor Angler, than g 
drunken Lord. ButlI hope there is none ſuch; 
however I am certain of this, that I have been 
at many very coſtly dinners that have nor af- 
forded me half the content that this has done, Þ 
for which I thank God and you. | 

And now good Maficr.proceed to your pro- 
miſed direction for making and ordering my 
Artificial flic. 

Piſc. My honeſt Scholar, I will do it, for it 
is a debt due unto you by my promiſe : and 
becauſe you ſhall not think your ſelf more en- 
gaped to me than indeed you really are, I will 
freely give you ſuch dirccions as were Jately 
giyen to me by an ingenuous brother of the 
Angle, an honeſt man, and a moſt excellent 
Flie-fiſher. You 
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| You are tonote, that there are twelve kinds 
of Artificial made Flies to Angle with upon the 
top of the water ( note by the way, that - the 
fitteſt ſeaſon of ufing theſe is in a bluſtering 
windy day, when the waters are ſo troubled 
that the natural flie cannot be ſeen, or reſt -up- 
on them.) The firſt is the dan-flie in March,the 
body is made of dw wool, the wings of the 
Partridges feathers. The ſecond is another 
duu-Flie, the body of Black wool, and the wings 
made of the black Drakes feathers, and of the 
feathers under his tail. The third is the ftoxe- 
fie in April, the body is made of black wool 
made yellow under the wings, and under the 
tail, and ſo made with wings of the Drake. The 
fourth is the ruddy Flie in the beginning of May, 
the body made of red woot wrapt about with 
black filk, and the feathersare the wings of the 
| Drake, with the feathers of a red Capon alſo, 
| which hang dangling on his ſides next to the 
| tail. The fifth is the yellow or greeniſh-flie (in 
May likewiſe ) the body made of yellow woot, 
and the wings made of the red cocks hackle or 
tail. The ſixth is, the black Flie in May alfo,the 
body made of black woot and lapt about with 
the herl of a Peacocks tail z the wings are 
made of the wings of a brown Capon with his 
blew feathers in his head. The ſeventh is the 
lad yellow-flie in June, the body is made of 
black wool, with a yellow liſt on either fide, and 

I 4 the 
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the wings taken off the wings of a Buzzard, 
bound with black braked hemp. The eighth is 
the mooriſh flie made with the body of Juski 

ool, and the wings made of the blackiſh mail 

the Drake.The ninth is the #aw1y-flie, good 
until the middle of Fuxe; the body madedf 
tawny-wool, the wings madecontrary one againſ 
the other,made of the whitiſh mail of the wild 
Drake, The tenth is the Waſp-flie in Fly, the 
body made of black wool, lapt about with ye 
low filk, the wings made of the feathers of the 
Drake, or of the Buzzard, The Eleventh is the 
ſhell-flie, good in mid July, the body made 
greeniſh wool, lapt about with the herle of 4 
Peacocks tajlz and the wings made of the 
wings of the Buzzard. Thetweltth is the dark 
Drak -fliegood in Auguft,the body made with 
black Wool, lapt about with black filk; his 
wings are made with the mail of the black 
Drake, with a black head. Thus have you a 
Jury of flies likely to betray and condemn all 
the Trouts in the River, 

I ſhall next give you ſome other DircEtions 
for Flie-fiſhing, ſuch as are given by Mr. The 
mas Barker, a Gentleman that hath ſpent much 
time in Fiſhing : but I ſhall do it with alittle 
variation. 

Firſt,Jet your Rod be light, and very gentle, 
I take the beſt to be of two picces, and let not 
your Line exceed ( clpecially for three or 

inks 
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links next to the hook) I ſay, not exceed three 
or four hairs at the moſt, though you may Fiſh 
a little ironger above in the upper part of your 
Line ; but if you can attain to Angle with one 
hair, you ſhall have more riſes and catch more 
Fiſh, Now you muſt be ſure not to cumber 
your ſelf withtoo long a Line , as moſt do: 
and before you begin to Apgle, caſt to have 
the wind on your back, and the Sun Cif it 
ſhines) to be before you, and to fiſh down the 
ſtream 3 and cqrty the point or top of your 
Rod downward, by which means the ſhadow 
of your ſelf, and Rod too will be the leaſt of- 
fenſive to the Fiſh, for the ſight of any ſhade a- 
mazes the fiſh,and ſpoil» your ſport, of which 
you muſt take a great care. 

In the middle of March (till which time a 
man ſhould not in honefty catch a Trout) or in 
April, if the weather be dark, or a little win- 
dy or cloudy, the beſt fiſhing is with the Pale 
mer-worm, of which 1 laſt ſpoke to you,but 
of theſe there be divers kinds, or at leaſt of 
divers colours ;, theſe and the May-flie are the 
ground of all Flic-angling, which are to be thus 
made, . 

Firſt, you muſt arm your hook with the line 
in the infide of it, then take your Sciſfars, and 
cut ſo much of a brown Mallards feather as in 
your own reaſon will make the wings of it, 
you having withal regard to the bigneſs ” lit- 

tleneſs 


tlene(s of your hook, then lay the outmoſt 
part of your feather next to your hook, then the 
point of 'your feather next the ſhank of your 
hook 3 and having ſo done , whip it three or 
four times about the hook with the ſame Silk, 
with which your hook was armed, and having 
made the Silk faſt, take the hackle of a Cock 
or Capons neck , or a Plovers top, which is u- 
ſually better: take off the one fide of the fea- 
ther, and then take the hackle, Silk, or Crewel, 
Gold or Silver thred, make theſe faſt at the 
bent of the hook, that is to ſay, below-your ar- 
ming 3 then you muſt take the hackle, the Sil- 
ver orGold thred,and work it up to the wings, 
ſhifting or ill removing your tinger , as you 
turn the Silk about the hook : and ſtill looking 
at every ftop or turn, that your Gold,or what 
materials ſoever you make your Fl:e'of, do lie 
right and neatlyzand if you find they do ſo,then 
when you bave made the head,make all faſt,and 
then work your hackle ap to the head, and 
make that faſt: and then witha needle or pin 
divide the wing into two, and then with the 
arming Silk whip it about croſs-waies betwixt 
the wingSzand then with your thumb you muſt 
turn the point of the teather towards the bent 
of the hook,and then work three or four times 
about the ſhank of the hook,and then view the 
proportion,and if all be neat and to your liking 
fatten. | , 
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I confe(s,no direction can be given to make 
a man of a dull capacity able to make a Flie 
well : and yet I know,this with a little practice 
will help an ingenuous Angler in a good de- 
gree: but to ſee a Flie made by an Artift in 
that kind, is the beſt teaching to make it, and 
then an ingenuous Angler may walk by the Ri- 
ver and mark what flics fall on the water that 
day,and catch one of them,if he ſee the Trouts 
leap at a flie of that kind : and then having al- 
waies hooks ready hung with him, and having 
2 bag 21ſo always with him, with Bears hair, or 
the hair of a brown or ſad-coloured Heifer , 
hackles of a Cock or Capon, ſfevcral coloured 
Silk and Crewel to make the body of the flie, 
the feathers of a Drakes head, black or brown 
Sheeps wool, or Hogs wool, or hair, thred of 
Gold and of Silver: Silk of ſeveral colours 
(eſpecially ſ2d coloured to make the flics head) 
and there be alſo other colourcd feathers both 
of little birds and of peckled foul. I fay, ha- 
ving thoſe with him ina bag, and trying to 
make a flie , though he miſs at tuft, yet ſhall 
he at laſt hit it better, even to ſuch a perfei- 
on, as nonecan well teach him and it he hit 
to make his Flie right, and have the luck to 
hit alſo where there is (tore of Trouts, a dark 
day,and aright wind, he will catch ſuch ſtore 
of them, as will encourage him to grow more 
and more in love with the Art of Fly-mas 
king. Venat, 


Venat. But my loving maſter, if any wind 
will not ſerve, then IwithT were in Lapland, 
to buy a good wind of one of the honeft Wit- 
ches,that ſell ſo many winds there,and fo cheap, 

Piſce. Marry Scholar, but I would not be 
there, nor indeed from under this tree: for 
look how it begins to rain, and by the clouds, 
if I miſtake not we ſhall preſently have a 
ſmoaking ſhowre , and therefore fit cloſe, this 
Sycamore-tree will ſhelter us:and I will tell you, 


as they ſhall come into my mind, more obſcr. 


vations of flic-tiſhing for a Trout. 

But firſt for the wind, you are to take no- 
tice, that of the winds the Soxthwind is (aid to 
be beſt. One obſerves, That 


When the wind is South, 
It blows your bait into a fiſhes mouth. 


Next to that,the Weſt wind is believed tobe 
the beſt: and having told you that the Eaft 
wind is the worſt , I need not tell you which 
wind is the beſt in the third degree : And yet 
(as Solomon obſerves ) that He that conſiders the 
wind ſhall never ſow; ſo he that buſies his head 
too much about them , (if the weather be not 
made extream cold by an Eaſt wind) ſhall be a 
lictle ſuperſtitious : For as it is obſerved by 
ſome, That there is no good Horſe of a bad co- 
lourz ſo I have obſerved that if it be a _ 

WY, 
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day,and not extrearm cold, let the Wind fit in 
what corner it will, and do its worſt I heed it 
not. And yet take this for a rule, that I would 
willingly fiſh ſtanding on the Lee-ſhore : and 
you are to take notice,that the fiſh lies or ſwims - 
nearer the bottom,and in deeper water inWin- 
terthan in Summer ; and alſo nearer the bot- 
tom in any cold day , and then gets neareſt the 
Lee-fide of the water. 

But I promiſed to tell you more of theFlie- 
hſhing for a Trout, which I may have time c- 
nough todo, for you ſee it rains May-butter : 
Firſt for a May-Flie, you may make his body 
with greeniſh coloured Crewel, or Willowiſh 
colour 5 darkning it in molt places with waxed 
Silk,ox rib*d with black hair, or ſome of them 
rib'd with filver thred 3 and ſuchWings for the 
colour as you ſee the flic to have at that ſeaſon z 
nay, at that very day on the water. Or you 
may make the Oak-flie with an Orange-tawny 
and black ground, and the brown of a Mal 
lards feather for the Wings 3 and you are to 
know, that theſe two are moſt excellent flies, 
that is, the May-flie and the Oak-Flie. And let 
me again tell you, that you keep as farfrom 
the water as you can poſſibly, whether you fiſh 
with a flic or worm, and fiſh down the ftreamz 
and when you fiſh with aflic,if it be poſſible, let 
no part of your line touch the water, but your 
flie only 3 ard be ſtill moving your flic upon the 
water, 
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water, or caſting it into the water, you your ſelf 
being alſo always moving down the ſtream.Mr. 
Barker commends ſeveral forts of the Palmer 
flics, not only thoſe rib'd with filver and gold, | 
but others that have their bodies all made of | 
black, or ſome with red,and a red hackle 3 you ſl 
may alſo make the Hawthorn-flie, which is all Þ 
black,and not big, but very ſmall,. the ſmaller | 
the better 3 or the Oak-Flze,the body of which 
is Orange-colour and black Crewel , with a 
brown Wing z or a flie made with a Peacock 
feather, is excellent in a bright day : You mult 
be ſure you want not in your Magazine-bag 
the Peacocks feather, and grounds of ſuch wool 
and Crewel as will make the Grafhopper 3 and 
note that uſually the ſmalleſt flies are the beſt; 
and note alſo, that the light flic does uſually 
make molt ſport in a dark day, and the darkeli 
and leaſt flie in a bright or clear day; and laſtly 
note, that you are to repair upon any occaſion 
toyour Magazine-bag, and upon any occafion 
vary and make them lighter or (adder accord- 
ing to your fancy or the day. 

And now | ſhall tell you, that the fiſhing 
with a natural flie is excellent, and affords 
much pleaſure ; they may be found thus, the 
May-flie uſually in 2nd about that month 
near to the River ſide, eſpecially againſt rain; 
the Oak-Flie on the butt or body of an Oakor | 
Alh from the beginging of May to the end of 
Auguſt , 
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Auguſt 3 it is a browniſh flie, and cafie to be fo 
found, and ſtands uſually with his head down- 
ward, that is to ſay, towards the root of the 
eree 3 the ſmall black flie, or Hawthorn flie, 
, is to be had on any Hawthorn buſh after the 
leaves be come forth : with theſe and a ſhort 
Line (as Iſhewed to Angle for a Cbxb)you may 
dape or dop.and alſo with a Graſhopper behind 
atree, or in any deep hole, flill making it to 
move on the top of the water, as if it were a- 
live,and fill keeping your ſelf out of ſfight,you 
ſhall certainly have ſport if there be Trouts 3 
yea,in a hot day, but «ſpecially in the evening 
of a hot day you will have ſport. 

And now,Scholar, my dire&ion for flic-fi- 
ſhing is ended with this ſhowre, for it has done 
raining and now look about you, and ſee how 
pleaſantly that Meadow looks; nay, and the 
Earth ſwells as ſweetly too, Come, let me 
tell you what holy Mr. Herbert ſays of fuch days 
and flowers as theſe, and then we will thank 
God that we enjoy them, and walk to the Ri- 
yer and fit down quietly, and try to catch the 
other brace of Trouts, 


Sweet day, ſo cool, ſo calm,ſo bright, 
: The bridal of the earth and ke, 
Sweet dews ſhall weep thy fall to night, 
for tbou muſt die, 


Sweet 
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Sweet Roſe, whoſe bew angry and brave 
Bids the raſh gazer wipe his eye, 
Thy root is ever in its grave, 


and thou muſt die. 


Sweet Spring, full of ſweet days and roſes, 
A box where ſweets compadied lye; 
My Muſick ſpews you have your cloſes, 

and all muſt dye. 


Only a ſweet and vertuous ſoul, 

Like ſeaſoned Trmber never gives, 

But when the whole world turns to coal, 
then chiefly liver. 


Venat. I thank you, good Maſter, for your 
good direQion for Flie-hiſhing,and for the ſweet 
enjoyment of the pleaſant day, which is 6 
far ſpent without offence to God or man : and 
I thank you for the ſweet cloſe of your dif- 
courſe with Mr. Herberts Verſes, who I have 
heard loved Angling : and I do the rather be- 
lieve it, becauſe he had a ſpirit ſuitable to An- 
glers,and to thoſe primitive Chriſtians,that you 
love,and have ſo much commended. 

Piſce, Well my loving Scholar , and I am 
pleaſed, to know that you are ſo well pleaſed 
with my direction and diſcourſe. 

And ſince you like theſe Verſes of Mr. Her- 
berts (0 well, let me tell you what areverend 


and 
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ind learned Divine that profeſſes to imitate 
him (and has indeed done fo moſt excellently } 
hath writ of our Book of Comman Prayer, which 

I know you will like the better, becauſe he is a 
friend of mine, and I am ſure no enemy to 
1 Angling, | 

(not ? 
What ? pray'r by th*bookg and common ? Tes why 
| The Spirit of grace, 
' Aud ſupplication, 
Is not left free alaue 
For time and place, 
But manner too : to read or ſpeakby rote, 
Is all alike to bim, that prayes 
Int beart, what with bis mouth be ſays. 


our 

vet | They that in private by themſelves alone 

s fo | Do pray,may taks 

and What liberty they pleaſe, 
dif- In chaſing of the ways 
ave Wherein to make 

be- | Their ſouls moſt intimate affefiions known 

An- To him that ſees in ſecret, when 


you Th* are moſt conceal *dfrom other men. 


am | Bur he , that unto others leads the way 


aled Is publick prayer, 
Sbould do it ji ; 

__ As all that bzar may kitow 

ren 


and K They 
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need not fear 
To tune their bearts unto bis tongue, and ſay, 
Amen ; not doubt they were betray'd 
Toblaſpheme,when they meant to have pray'd, 


Devotion will add Life unto the Letter, 
And why ſhould not 
That which Authority 
Preſcribes,eeemed be 
| Advamage got ? 
If th* prayer be good the commoner the batter, 
Prayer in the Churches words, as well 
As ſenſe, of all prayers bears the bell. 
Ch. Harvie. 


And now.,Scholar, I think it will be time to 
repair to our Angle-rods, which we left inthe 
water,to fiſh for themſelves,and you ſhall chuſ: 
which ſhall be yours 3 and it is an even lay,one 
of them catches. 

And let me tel] you, this kind of fiſhing 
with a dead rod, and laying night-hooks, ar 
like putting money to Uſe, for they both work Þ 
for the Owners, when they do nothing but 
ſleep,or eat, or rejoyce3 as you know we have 
done this laſt hour, and fate as quietly and a 
free from cares under this Sycamore, as Virgil: 
Tityrus and his Melibeus did under their broad 
Beech-tree : No life, my honeſt Scholar , n0 
life ſo happy and ſo pleaſant, as the life of . 

| we 
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well governed Angler; for when the Lawyer 
is ſwallowed up with buſineſs, and the Statef- 
man is preventing or contriving plots, they we 
fit on yr ny hear the birds ſing, and 
poſſeſs pur {elves in as much quietneſs as theſe 
ſent filver ſtreams, which we now ſee glide fo 
| apy by us. Indeed my good Scholar,we may 
y of Angling,asDr. Boteler ſaid of Strawberries, 
Doubileſi God could bave made a better b 


| doubtleſs God never did: And fo (if I might be 


T, 


Judge ) God never did make 4 more calm,quiet, 


| innocent recreation than Angling. 
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I'le tell you Scholar, when I fate laft on this 
Primroſe-bank,, and look'd down theſe Mea» 
dows ; I thought of them as Charles the Em- 
perour did of the City of Florence; That #bey 
were too pleaſant to be look'd on,but only on Holye 
days; as I then fate on this very graſs, Iturn'd 
my preſent thoughts into verſe: *Twasa wiſh 
which Ile repeat to you. | 


The Anglers wiſh» 
T in theſe flowry Meads wow'd be : 


Theſe Chryſtal ſtreams ſhouldſalace me 


To whoſe barmonious bubling noiſe, 
I with my Angle wo'd rejoice © 
Sit bere and ſee the Turtle-dove, 
Court his chaſt Mate to aits of love, 


K 2 Or. 
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Or ou that hank, feel the weſt wind 
Breath health aud plenty.pleaſe my mind 
. To ſee ſweet dew-drops #2 theſe flowers, 
* Like Andthen oaſyt off by April-ſhower:: 
Hermix Here bear my Kenna ſing * a ſong, 
poor. There ſee a Blackbird feed her young, 
'Or a Leverock build ber neſt , 
Flere,give my weary ſpirits reft, 
And raife my low pitcht thoughts above 
Earth or what poor mortals love : 

Thi free from Law-ſuits,and the noiſe 

Of Princes Conrts I wou?d rejoyce. 


Or with my Bryan, and a book, 

| Loyter long days near Shawford-brook 
There fit by bim, and eat my meat, 
There ſee the Sun both riſe and ſet : 

. ' There bid good morning to next day, 

| There meditate my time away : 

And angle on,and beg to bave 


A quiet paſſage to a welcome grave. 


When I had ended this compoſure, 1 left this 
place, and ſawa Brother of the Angle fit under 
that bony-ſuckle-bedg ( one that will prove 
worth your acquaintance) I fate down by him, 
and preſently we met with an accidental piece 
of merriment,which I will relate to you 3 forit 


rains ſtill. 
On the other fide of this very hedge fate 3 


gang 


this 
nder 


'Ove 
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gang of Gypſies, and near to them fate a gang of 
Beggars : the Gypſies were then to divide all 
the money that had been got that week, cither 
by ſtealing linnen or ok arky or by Fortune- 
telling, or Legerdemain, or indeed by any 
other ſleights and ſecrets belonging to their 
mylterious Government. And the ſum that 
was got that week proved to be but twenty 
and ſome odd ſhillings. The odd money was 
agreed to be diſtributed amongſt the poor of 
their own Corporation 3 and for the remaining 
twenty ſhillings, that was to be divided unto 
four Gentlemen Gypſies,according to their ſeve- 
ral degrees in their Commonwealth. 

And the firſt or chiefeſt Gypfie, was by con- 
ſent to have a third part of the twenty ſhillings; 
which all men know is 6 s. 8d. 

The ſecond was to have a fourth part of the 
20 S. which all men know to be 5 s. 

The third was to have a fifth part of the 20 s. 
which all men know to be 4s. 

The fourth and laſt Gypfie, was to have a 
ſixth part of the 20 s. which all men know to 
be 3 $. 4d. 

As for example, 

3 times 6 5.8 d.is 20 $ 
And ſois 4 times 5 5. 20 5. 
And lois5 times 4 5. —— 20 $. 
And fo is 6 times 35.4 d.---20 5. 


K 3 And 
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And yet he that divided the oney was fo 

very a Gypfie, that though he gave to every one 

_—_— ſams,yethe kept one ſhilling of it fot 
IMICIT> 


As for Example, $, d: 
ar 

5 © 

4 © 

3 + 

take but 19 © 


But now you ſhall know, that when the four 
Gypfies ſaw that he had got one ſhilling by di- 
viding the money, though not one of them 

new any reaſon to demand more, yet like 
Lords and Courtiers every Gypfie envied him 
that was the gainer, and wrangled with him, 
and every one ſaid thie remaining ſhilling 
Bilonged ro bim: and fo they fell to fo higha 
conteſt about it, as none that knows the faith- 
Falneſs of one Gypfie to another, will eafily be- 
lieve ; only we that have lived theſe laſt twenty 
years, are certain that money has been able to 
dormuch mifchief. However the Gypſies were 
'too wiſe to go to Law, and did therefore chuſt 
their choice friends Rook and Shark, and our 
Nate Engliſh Gaſmi@n to be their Arbitrators and 
os es... ; | Umpires; 
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Umpiresz and fo they left this Hony-ſuck/e-bedg, 

and went to tell fortunes,and cheat,and get more 

money and lodging in the next Village. 
When theſe were gone we heard as high. a 


contention amongſt the beggars, Whether it was 


eaſieſt to rip a Cloak, or to unrip a Closk, ? One 
beggar affirmed it was all one. But that was de- 
nied by asking her,If doing and undoing were all 
one ? then another ſaid, *Twas eaſieſt to unrip 8 
Cloak, for that was to let it alone. But ſhe was 
anſwered, by asking her, how ſheunript it, if 
ſhe let it alone ? And ſhe confeſt her ſelf mi- 
ſtaken, Theſe and twenty ſuch like queſtions 
were propoſed, and anſwered with as much 
beggarly Logick and carneſtnefs, as was ever 
heard to procced from the mouth of the moſt 
pertinacious Schiſmatick ; and ſometimes all 
the Beggars ( whoſe number was neither more 
nor leſs than the Poets nine Muſes ) talk*d all 
together about this rippingand unripping, and 
ſo loud that not one heard what the other 
ſaid ; but at laſt one beggar crav'd audience, 
and told them, that old Father Clawſe, whom 
Ben Fohnſon in his Beggars-buſh created King 
of their Corporation, was that night to lodg 
at an Ale-houſe ( called Catcb-ber-by-the-way ) 
not far from Walthem-Creſ7, and in the high- 
road towards London; and he therefore deſired 
them ta ſpend no more time about that and 
ſuch like queſtions , but refer all to Father 
K 4 Clauſe 
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Clanſe at night, for he was an upright Judge, 
and in the mean time draw cuts what Song 
ſhould be next ſung, and who ſhould fing it; || - 
They all agreed to the motion, and the lot fell || 
to her that was the youngeſt, and verieſt Virgin 
of the Company,and ſhe ſung Frank Daviſons 
Song, which he made forty years ago, and al] 
the others of the company joyned to ſing the 
burthen with her: the Ditty was this, but tif 
the burthen. 


Bright ſhines the $un,play beggars,play 
Here's ſcraps enongh to ſerve to day, 


What noiſe of viols is ſo ſweet 

As when our merry clappers ring ? 

What mirth doth waut when beggars meet ? 

A beggars life is for a King : 
Eat,drith,and play , ſleep when we liſt, 
Go where we will ſo flocks be miſt, 
Bright ſhines the Sun, play beggars play, 
Here's jcraps exough to ſerve to day. 

The world is ours and ours alone, 

For we alone have world atwill ; 

We purchaſe not, all ir our own, 

Both fields and ſtreets we beggars fill : 

Play beggars play, play bepgers play, 

Here's ſcraps enough to ſerve to day. 
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1 our Gowns ſecurely feed 
And yet if any dare us bite, 
He dies therefore as ſure us Creed : 
Thu beggars Lord it as they pleaſe, 
Aud only beggars live at eaſe : 
Bright ſhines be ſan, play beggars play, 
Here's ſcraps enough to ſerve to day, 


Venat. I thank you good Maſter, for this 
piece of merriment, and this Song, which was 
well humoured by the Maker,and well remem- 
bred by you. 

Piſe. But I pray forget not the Carch 
which you promiſed to make againſt night, for 
our Country-man, honeſt Coridon, will expe 
your Catch and my Song, which I muſt be for- 
ced to patch up, for it is ſo long lince I learnt 
it, that T have forgot a part of it. But come, 
now it hath done raining, let's ſtretch our legs 
alittle in a gentle walk to the River, and try 
what interelt our Angles will pay us for lend- 
ing them ſo long to be uſed by the Trouts, lent 
them indeed, like Uſurers, for our profit and 
their deſtruction. 

Venat. Oh me, look you Maſter, a fiſh a fiſh, 
oh las Maſter, I have loſt her! 

Piſc, 1 marry Sir, that was a good fiſh in- 
deed: if I had had the lack to have taken up 
that Rad, then *tis twenty to one, he ſhould 


not: 
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not havebroke my line by running to the rods 
end as you ſuffered him : ' I vvould have held 
him vvithin the bent of my Rod (unleſs he had 
been fellow to the great Troxt that is near an ell 
long, which was of ſuch a length and depth,that 
he had his picture drawn,and now is to be ſeen 
at mine Hoſt Rickabies at the George in Ware, ) 
and it may be, by giving that very great Trout 
the Rod, that is, by caſting it to him into the 
water, I might have caught him at the long run, 
for ſo I uſe alwayes to do when I meet with an 
overgrown fiſh, and you will learn to do ſo too 
hereafter : for I tell you, Scholar, fiſhing is an 
Art ,or at leaſt, it is an Art to catch fiſh. 

Venat. But Maſter, 1 have heard that the 
great Troxt you ſpeak of is a Salmon. 

Piſc, Truft me Scholar , I know not what to 
ſay to it. There are many Country people 
that believeHares change Sexes every year:And 
there be very many learned men think fo too, 
for in their diſſecting them they tind many 
reaſons to inclirie them to that belief.And 
to make the wonder ſeem yet leſs that Hares 
change Sexes,note that Doctor Mer. Caſaubon 
afhrms in his book of credible and incredible 
things , that Gaſper Peuſers a learned Phyſlician, 
tells us of a people that once a year turn wolves, 
* partly in ſhape,and partly in conditions. And fo 
whether this were a Salmon when he came into 


the freſh water, and his not returning into the 
Sea 
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Sea hath altered him to another colouror kind, 
Tam not able to ſay; but Iam certain he hath all 


the ſigns of being a Trout both for his ſhape, 
colour, and ſpots, and yet many think he is not. 

Venat. But Maſter , will this Trout which I 
had hold of die? for it is like he hath the hook 
in his belly. 

Piſc. 1 will tell you, Scholar , that unleſs the 
hook be faſt in his very Gorge, tis more than 
probable he will live, and a little time with the 


help of the water, will ruſt the hook, and it will 
| in time wear away : as the gravel doth in the 


horſe hoof, which only leaves a falſe quarter. 
And now Scholar, lets go to my Rod. Look 
you Scholar, I have a fiſh too , but it proves a 
logger-headed Cbxb, and this is not much amils, 
for this will pleaſure ſome poor body, as we go 
toour lodging to meet our Brother Peter and 
honeſt Coridon. Come, now bait your hook 
2gain,and lay it into the water,for it rains again; 
and we will ev*nretire to the Sycamore tree,and 
thereI will give you more directions concern- 
ning Fiſhing : For I would fain make you an 
Artiſt. | 
Venat. Yes, good Maſter, I pray let it be fo, 
Piſce. Well Scholar, now we are fate down 
and are at caſe, I ſhall tell you a little more of 
Trout fiſhing, before 1 ſpeak of the Salmon(which 
I purpoſe ſhall be next, and then of the Pike or 
Luce, You are to know, there is night as well 
as 


YiIiim 


the beſt Troxts come out of their holes : and the 
manner of taking them,is on the top of the water 
with a great Lob or Garden-worm,or rather two, 
which you are to fiſh with in a place where the 
waters run ſomewhat quietly ( for in a ſtream 
the bait will not be ſo well diſcerned.) I fay in 
quiet or dead place near to ſome ſwift , there 
draw your bait over the top of the water to and 
fro, and if there be a good Trot in the hole, he 
will take it, eſpecially if the night be dark : for 
then he is bold and lies near the top of the we 
ter, watching the motion of any Frog or Water. 
Rat or Mouſe that ſwims betwixt him and the 
skie 3 theſe he hunts after, if he ſees the water 
but wrinkle, or move in one of theſe dead hole, 
where theſe great old Trouts uſually lie near to 
their holds ;tor you are to note, that the great 
old Trowt is both ſubtil and fearful , and lie 
cloſe all day,and does not uſually ſtir out of his 
hold, but lies in it as cloſe in the day, as the tim 
orous Hare does in her form: for the chief feed- 
ing of either is ſeldom in the day , but uſually 
in the night, and then the great Trowt feeds very 
boldly. 

And you muſt fiſh for him with a ſtrong Line, 
and not a little hook, and let him have time to 
gorge your hook, for he does not uſually forſake 
it, as he oft will in the day-fiſhing : and if the 
night be not dark, then Fiſh ſo with an Artif- 


cial 
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cial flie of a light-colour, and at the ſnap : nay, 
he will ſometimes riſe at a dead Mouſe, or a 
piece of cloth, or any thing, that ſeems to ſwim 
croſs the water , or to be in motion: this is a 
choice way, but I have not oft uſed it, becauſe 
it is Void of the pleaſures, that ſuch dayes as 
theſe, that we two now enjoy, afford an Angler. 

Aud you are to know , that in Hampſhire , 
which 1 think exceeds all England for ſwift 
ſhallow , clear , pleaſant Brooks, and ftore of 
Trewts, they uſe to catch Trozts in the night, by 
the light of a Torch or firaw , which when 
they have diſcovered , they ſtrike with a Tront- 
ſpear or other wayes. This kind of way they 
catch very many , but I would not believe it 
till I was an eye-witneſs of it, nor do I like jt 
now I have feen it. 

Venat. But Maſter,do not Troxts ſee us in the 
night? 
' Piſe. Yes, and hear, and ſmell too, both then 
and in the day time, for Geſner obſerves, the 
Otter (mells a Fiſh forty furlongs off him in the 
water : and that it may be true, feems to be 
sfirmed by Sir Francis Bacon(in the eighth Cen- 
tury of his Natural Hiſtory ) who there proves, 
that waters may be the Medinum of ſounds , by 
demonſtrating it thus, That if you knock, two 
ſtones together very deep under the water,thoſe that 
fland on a bank, near ts that place may bear the 
noiſe without any diminution of it by the water. 
He 
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He alſo offers the like experiment concerning the 
letting an Anchor fall by a very long cable or 
rope ona rock, or the ſand within the Sea : and 
this being fo well obſerved and demonſtrated, as 
itis by that learned man, has made me to be. 
lieve that Eeles unbed themſelves.and ſtir at the 
noiſe of Thunder , and not only , as ſome 
think, by the motion or ſtirring of the earth 
which is occaſioned by that Thunder. 

And this reaſon of Sir Francis Bacon (Exper, 
792+.) has made me crave pardon of one that] 
hught at for affirming, that he knew Carp 
come to acertain place in a Pond, to be fed at 
the ringing of a Bell, or the beating of 4 
Drum : and however, it ſhall be a rule for me 
to make as little noiſe as I can when I am fiſh- 
ing, untill Sir Fraxcis Bacon be confuted,which 
T ſhall give any man leave to do. 

And,leſt you may think him fingular in this 
opinion, I will tell you, this ſeems to be belic- 
ved by our learned Doctor Hackwell, who (in 
his Apology of Gods Power and Providence, f. 360) 
quotes P/:ny to report,that one of the Emperors 
had particular Fiſh-ponds, and in them ſeveral 
Fiſh, that appeared and came when they were 
called by their particular names : and St. Fames 
tells us (cbap.1.41d 7.) that all things in the Sea 
have been tamed by Mankind. And Pliny tells 
us (lib. 9.35.) that Antonia the Wife of Druſw 
had a Lemprey,ac whoſe gils (he hung m_ or 
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Ear-ringszand that others have been fo tender- 
hearted, as to ſhed tears at the death of Fiſhes, 
which they have kept and loved. And theſe 
Obſervations, which will to moſt hearers ſeem 
wonderful,ſeem to have a further confirmation 
_ Martial ( lib. 4. epigr. 30. ) who writes 
tnus ; 


Piſcator fuge ne noceus, &c. 


Angler, would'ft thou be guiltleſi? then for bear, 
For theſe are ſacred filhes that ſwim bere; 

Who know their Sovereign,end will lick bis band, 
Than which none”s greater inthe worlds command: 
Nay more,th* have names, & when they called are, 
Do to their ſeveral Owners Call repair. 


All the further uſe that I ſhall make of this, 
ſhall be, to adviſe Anglers to be patient, and 
forbear ſwearing, leſt they be beard and catch no 
Fiſh. 

And fo I ſhall proceed next to tell you, it is 
certain, that certain fields near Lemſter,a Town 
in Hereford-fhire, are obſerved to make the 
ſheep that graze upon them more fat than the 
next, and alſo to bear finer wool ; that is to 
fay, that, that year in which they feed in ſuch 
a particular paſture, they ſhall yield finer wool 
than they did that year before they came to 
feed in it,and courſer again if they ſhall return 
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to their former paſiure> and again return to g 
finer wool being fed in the fine-wool-ground, 
Which I tell you, that you-may the better be- 
lieve that I am certain, if I catch a Trout in one 
| Meadow, he ſhall be whzte and faint, and very 
like to be lowſiez and as certainly, it I catch a 
Trout in the next Meadow, he ſhall be froxg, 
and red,and lufty,and much better meat : Truſt 
me, Scholar, I bave caught many a Trozt ina 
particular Meadow , that the very ſhape and 
the ' enamell'd colour of him hath been 
ſuch, as hath joyed me to look on him; 
and I have then with much pleafure concluded 
with Solomon, Every thing is beautiful in hit 
ſeaſon. 

I ſhould by promife ſpeak next of the Sal- 
mon, but I will by your favour fay a little of 
the Umber or Grayling ;+which is fo like a 
Trowt for his ſhape and feeding, that 1 defire 
I may exerciſe your patience with a ſhort dif- 
courſe of him, and then the next ſhall be of the 
Salmon, 
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Obſervations of the Umber or Grayling; 
and direttions how to fiſh for them; 


P ISC. The Untber and Grayling arc thought 
by fome todiffer as the Herring and Pil- 
cher do. But though they may do ſo in other 
Nations, I think thoſe in England differ no- 
thing but in their names. Aldrovandus ſays, 
they be of a Trout kind : and Geſzer ſays, that 
in his Country (which is Swiſſerland) he is ac- 
counted the choicelſt of all Fiſh. Andin [taly, 
he is in the month of May fo highly valued>that 
he js ſold then at a much higher rate than any 
other Fiſh. The French(which call the Chub Un 
Villain)call the VUmber of the Lake Leman,VUn 
Umble Chevalier 5 and they value the Umber 
or Grayling ſo highly, that they ſay he feeds on 
Gold, and ſay that many have been caught out 
of their famous River of Loyre,out of whoſe bel- 
lies grains of Gold have been often taken. And 
ſome thick that he feeds on Water-time, and 
ſmells of it at his firſt taking out of the water 3 
and they may think ſo with as good reaſon as 
we do, that our Smelts ſmell like Violets at 
their being firſt caught z which I think is # 

L truth; 
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truth. Aldrovandus ſays, the Salmon,the Gray 
ling, and Trout, and all Fiſh that live in clear 
and ſharp ftreams, are made by their mother 
Nature of ſuch exa ſhape and pleaſant colours, 
purpoſely to-invite us to a joy and contented. 
neſs in feaſting with her. Whether this is a 
truthor not, is not my purpoſe to diſpute 3 but 
*tis certain, all that write of the Umber declare 
him to be very medicinable. And Geſner ſays, 
that the fatof an Umber or Grayling being ſet 
with a little Hony a day or two in the Sunin 
a little glaſs, is very excellent againſt rednel, 
or ſwarthineſs, or any thing that breeds in the 
eyes. Salvian takes him to be called Umbr 
from his ſwift ſwimming or gliding out of 
ſight, more like a ſhadow or a Ghoſt than x 
fiſh. Much more might be ſaid both of his 
fmell and taſt, but I ſhall only tell you,that $:. 
Ambroſe the glorious Biſhop of Millan ( who 
lived when the Church kept Faſting-days) calls 
him the flower-fiſh, or flower of Fiſhes, and that 
he was ſo far in love with him, that he would 
not let him paſs without the honour of a long 
Diſcourſe ; but I muſt 3 and paſs on to tell you 
how to take this dainty fiſh. 

Firſt, Note, That he grows not to the big: 
neſs ofa Trout 3 for the biggeſt of them dont 
uſually exceed eighteen inches, he lives in ſuch 
Rivers as the Trout does, and is uſually taken 
with the ſame baits as the Trout is, and -_ 

the 
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the ame manner, for he will bite both at the 
Minnow, or Worm, or Fly, ( though he bites 
not often at the Minnow _) and is very game- 
ſom at the Fly,and much fimpler,and therefore 
bolder than a Troxt, for he will riſe twenty 
times at a fly, if you mils him, and yet riſe a- 
gain. He has been taken with a fly made of 
the red feathers of a Parakits, a ſtrange out- 
lndiſh bird, and he will riſe at a fly not un- 
like a gnat or a {mall moth, or indeed, at moſt 
flies that are not too big. He is a Fiſh that 
lurkscloſe all winter, but is very pleaſant and 
Fipatcer mid-April, and in May, and in the 
t months : he is of a very fine ſhape, his 
fleſh is whice,his teeth, thoſe little ones that he 
has, are in his throat, yet he has ſo tender a 
mouth,that he is oftner loſt after an Angler has 
booked him,than any other Fiſh. Though there 
be many of theſe Fiſhes in the delicate River 
Dive, and in Trent, and ſome other ſmaller 
Rivers, as that which runs by Salirbary, yet 
beis not ſo general a Fiſh as the Troxt, nor to 
me ſo good to eat or to angle for. And ſo 1 ſhall 
take my leave of him, and now corne to ſome 
eovetions of the Salmon, and how to catch 
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CHAP. VII 


Obſervations of the Salmon,with dire&iim 
how to fiſh for him. 


IS C. The Salmon is accounted the King 
of freſh-water-fiſh, and is ever bred in 
Rivers relating to the Sea, yet ſo high orfu 
from it as admits of no tinure of ſalt, or brack 
iſhneſs; - He is faid to breedor caſt his ſpawn 
moſt Rivers in the month of Azg#ft : ſome ſay, 
that then they dig a hole or grave in a ſafe plac 
in the gravel.,and there place their eggs or ſpam 
{ after the Melter has done his natural Office ) 
and then hide it-moſt cunningly, and cover it 
over with gravel and ſtones ; and then leaveit 
to their Creators prote&tion; who by a gentle 
heat which he infuſes inte that 'cold clement 
makes it brood and beget life in the ſpawn 
and to become Samlets carly in the ſpring next 
following. | 
* The Selmons having ſpent their appointed 
time, and done this Natural Duty in the freſh 
_ waters;they then haſte tothe Sea before W inter, 
both the Melter and Spawner : but, if they bt 
ſtopt by Flood-gates or Weires,or loſt in the freſh 
waters 3 then, thoſe ſo left behind, by degre:s 
grow ſick, and /ean,and wnſeaſoueble,and Rh” 
that 
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that is to ſay, have bony griſtles grow out of 
their lower chaps ( not unlike a Hawks beak) 
which hinders their feeding, and in time ſuch 
Fiſh ſo left behind, pine away and dye. *Tis 
obſerved, that he may live thus one year from 
the Sea ; but he then grows infipid, and taſte- 
leſs, and loſes both his blood and ſtrength, and 
pines and dies the ſecond year. And *tis noted, 
that thoſe little Salmons called Skeggers, which 
abound in many Rivers relating to the Se, are 
bred by ſuch fick Salmons, that might not goto 
the Sea, and that though they abound,yet they 
never thrive to any conſiderable bigneſs. 

But if the old Salmen gets to the Sea, then 
that griftle which ſhews him to be kipper 
wears away, Or is caſt off ( as the Eagle is 
ſaid to caſt his bill )and he recovers his ffrength, 
and comes next Summer to the ſame River (if 
it be poſſible ) to enjoy the former pleaſures 
that there poſſeſt him; for ( as one has wittily 
obſerved )) he bas ( like ſome perſons of Ho- 
rour and Riches, which have both their Winter 
and Summer houſes ) the freſh Rivers for 
Summer, and the falt water for Winter to 
ſpend his life in z which is not ( as Sir Fraycis 
Bacon hath obſerved in his Hiftory of Life and 
Death ) above ten years ; And it is-to be ob- 
ſexved, that though the Salmon does grow big 
in the Sea, yet he grows not fat but in freſh 
Rivers and it is obſerved, that the farther 
L 3 they 
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they get from the Sea, they be both the fatter 
and better. n 

Next, | I ſhalt tell you, that though they 
make very hard ſhift to get out of the freſh 
Rivers into the Sea: yet they will make 
harder ſhift to get out of the ſalt into the freſh 
Rivers, to ſpawn, or poſſeſs the pleaſures that 
they have formerly found in them: to which 
end, they will force themſelves through Flooa- 
gates, or over Wewes, or bedges, or ſtops in 
the water, evento a height beyond common 
helief. Geſner fpeaks of ſuch places, as are 
known to be above eight foot high above water, 
And our Cambden mentions (in his Britannia) 
the like wonder to be in Pembroke-ſhire, where 
the River Troy falls into the Sea, and that the 
fall is fo down-right, and ſo high, that the 
people ſtand and wonder at the firength and 
flighe by which they ſec the Salmon uſe to 
. get out of the Sea intothe ſaid River ; and 
the manner and height of the place is ſo no- 
table, that itis known far by the name of the 
Salmon-leap 5 concerning which, take this al- 
fo out of Michael Draiton, my honeſt old 
friend. As he tells it you in his Polyalbion. 


And whey theSalmon ſeeks « freſher ſtream to find, 
(which hit berffom theSea comes yearly by bis kind) 
As be toward: ſtaſon grows &ftems the watrytrad 

Where Tivy falling down,makes an high po 
w KEY orc 
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Forc'd by the rifing rocks that there ber courſe oppoſe 
As tho within her bounds theymeant ber to incloſe;, 
Here oben the labouring fiſh does at the - arive, 

ſtrive, 
And finds that by bis ſtrength be does but vainly 
His tail takes in bis mouth, & bending like : bow 

( throw 

That's to full compaſi drawn, aloft bimſelf doth 
Then fpringing at bis beight,as doth a little wan 
That bended end to end &rtarted from mans ban 
Far off it ſelf doth caftiſo,does the Salmon vault, 
And if at firſt be fail, his ſecond Summer-ſalt , 
He injtantly eſſaies, and from bis nimble ring, 
Still yerking,never leaves untill himſelf be fling 
Above the oppoſing fiream, —— 


This Mich? Drayton tells you of this leap or 
Summer-ſalt of theSalmon. 

And next I ſhall tell you, that it is obſerved 
by Geſner and others, that there is ro better 
Salmon than in England: and that though ſome 
of our Northern Countries have as fat and 
as large as the River Thames, yet none are of ſo 
excellent a taſt. 

And as I have told you that Sir Francis 
Bacon obſerves, the age of a Salmon exceeds 
not_ten years, ſo let me next tell you, that his 
growth is very ſudden: it is ſaid,that after he is 
got into the Sea,he becomes from a Samlet, not 
ſo big as a Gudgion,to be a Salmon,in as ſhort a 

L 4 time 
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time as a Goſling becomes to be a Gooſe. Much 
ofthis has been obſerved by tying a Ribband or 
ſome known tape or thred, in the tail of ſome 
young Salmoxs,which have been taken inWeirs 
as they have ſwimm'd toward the ſalt water, 
and then by taking a part of them again with 
the known mark at the fame place at their re- 
turn from the Sea, which is uſually about tix 
months after 3 and the like experiment hath 
been tryed upon young Swallows, who have 
after ſix months abſence, been obſerved to re: 
turn to the ſame chimney, there to make their 
neſts and habitations for the Summer follow- 
ing: which has inclined many to think, that 
every Salmon uſually returns to the ſame River 
in which it was bred, as young Pigeons taken 
out of the ſame Dove-cote, have alſo becn obſer- 
ved to do, 

And you are yet to obſerve further,that the 
Hee Salmon is aſtally bigger than the Spawner, 
and that he is more kipper, and lefs able to en- 
dure a winter in the freſh water,than the She is, 
yet ſhe is at that time of looking leſs kipper and 
better, as watry,and as bad mear. 

' And yet you are to obſerve, that as there is 
no general rule without an exception, fo there 
are ſome few Rivers in this Nation, that have 
Trouts andSalmons in ſeaſonia winter,as *tis cer- 
fain there be in the River Wyin Monmonth- -ſhire, 
where they be in ſcaſon ( as Cambden ob- 
" {crves ) 
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ſerves )from September till April. But,my Scho- 
lar, the obſervation of this and many other 
things, I muſt in manners omit , becauſe they 
will prove to large for our narrow compaſs of 
time, and theretore I ſhall next fall upon my 
dire&tion how to fiſh for this Salmon. 
And for that firſt, you ſhall obſerve, that u- 
ſually he (taies notlong in a place(as Trouts will) 


| but (as 1 ſaid) covets (till to go nearer the 


Spring head; and thathe does not ( as the Trout 
and many other fiſh) lie near the water (ide or 


bank or roots of trees, but ſwims in the deep 


and broad parts of the water, and uſually in the 
middle, and near the ground; and: that there 
you are to fiſh for him, and that it is to be 
caught as the Trout is, with a Worm, a Minnow, 
(which ſome call a Pexk)) or with a Flie. 

And you are to obſerve, that he is very ſel- 
dom obſerved to bite at a Minnow, ( yet ſome- 
times he will Jand not uſually zf a flie,but more 
uſually at a Worm, and then moſt uſually at a 
Lob orGarden-worm,which ſhould be wellſcoured 
that is to ſay, kept ſeven or eight daics in Mofs 
before you fiſh with them : and if you double 
your time of eight into ſixteen twenty 
or more daics, it is ſtill the better , for the 
worms will (till be clearer , tougher; and more 
lively , and continue ſo longer upon your hook, 
and they may be kept longer by keeping them 
cool and in freſh Moſs, and ſome adviſe to put 
Camphire into it, Note 
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Note alſo,that many uſe to fiſh for a Salmey | 
witha ring of wireon the top of their Rod, | 
through which the Line may run to as greata | | 
length as is needful when he is hook*d. And | | 
to that end, ſome uſe a wheel about the middle }| |; 
of their Rod, or near their hand , which is to || | 
be obſerved better by ſeeing one of them, than || | 
by a large demonttration of words. 

And now I ſhall tell you, that which may be | , 
called a ſecret : I have beena fiſhing with old | | 
Oliver Henly,(now with God) a noted Fiſher, | | 
both for Trout and Salmon, and have obſerved, 
that he would uſually take three or four worms | | 
out of his bag, and put them into a little box in | ; 
his pocket , where he would uſually let them F , 
continue half an hour or more, before he would | | 


bait his hook with them 3 I haveasked him his 
reaſon, and he has replyed , He did but pick the 
beſt out to be in readineſs againſt be baited bit 
book the next time : But he has been obſerved | , 
both by others,and my ſelf, to catch more fiſh | | 
than I or any other body, that has ever gonea || |, 
fiſhing with him could do ; and cfpecially Sal- 
e#on7;and I have been told lately by one of his 
moſt intimate and ſecret friends,that the box in 
which he put thoſe worms, was anointed with 
a drop, or two or three, of the Oyl of Toy ber- 
ries, made by expreſſion or infufionzand told that 
by the worms remaining in that box an hour,or 
alike time,they had incorporated a kind of _ 

that 
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that was irrefiſtibly attraQive, enough to force 
"0d, | any Fith within the ſmell of them,to bite, This 
ata F 1 heard not long ſince from a friend , but have 
And | nor tryed it 3 yet I grant it probable, and refer 
Idle | my Reader to Sir Francis Bacons Natural Hiſto- 
' tO F xy, where he proves fiſhes may hear and doube- 
han | Jeſs can more probably ſmell: and 1 am cer- 
tain Geſrer ſays, the Otter can ſmell in the water, 
' be Þ and 1 know not but that Fiſh may do {otoo:*tis 
old | Jeft for a lover of Angling, or any that deſires to 
her, | improve that Art, to try this concluſion. 
ed, I ſhall alſo impart two other Experiments 
ms | (but not tryed by myſelf ) which I will deliver 
Xin | jntheſame words that they were given me by 
em | anexcellent Angler and a very triend, in wri- 
uld F tings he told me the latter was too good to be 
1 his | told, but ina learned language, left it ſhould be 
\the | made common. 
| bit Take the ſtinking oil, drawn ont of Polypody 
rved of the Oak by a retort, mixt with Turpemntine, and 
fiſh Hive-honey, aud anoint your bait theremith , 
nel and it will doubtleſs draw the fiſh to it, 
S al- The other is this:Vulxera hedere grandiſime 
his taflicia ſudantBalſamum oleo gelato, albicantiqus 
xy perfimile, odoris vero longe ſuaviſſimi. 
vith 'Tis ſupremely ſweet to any hifh, and yet 4- 
ber- | ſa fetida may do the like. 
that But in theſe things I have no great faith, yet 
ror grant it probable,and have had trom ſome chy- 
mell } mical men (namely , from Sir George — 
| an 
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and others ) an affirmation of them to be very 
advantageous : but no more of theſe, eſpecially 
not in this place. 

I might here, before I'take my leave of the 
Salmox, tell you, that there is more than. one 
ſort of them, as namely, a Tecox, and another 
called in ſome places a Samlet, or by ſome, a 
S$kegger : but theſe (ard others which I forbear 
to name.) may be Fiſh of another kind, (and 
differ, as we know a Herring and a Pilcber do,) 
which I think are as different, as the Rivers in 
which they breed,and mutt by me be left to the 
diſquiſitions of men of more leiſure,and of grea- 
ter abilities, than I profeſs my ſelf to have. 

And laſily, I am to borrow ſo much of your 
promiſed patience, as to tell you that the Trout 
or Salmon being in ſeaſon, have at their firſt ta- 
king out of the water ( which continues during 
life) their bodies adorned, the one with ſuch red 
ſpots, and the other with ſuch black or black- 
iſh ſpots, as give them ſuchan addition of na- 
tural beauty , as I think, was never giycn to ar 
ny woman by the Artificial Paint or Patches in 
which they ſo much pride themſelves in this 
Age.And ſo I ſhall leave them both and proceed 
to ſome Obſervations of the Pike. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL. 


Obſervations of the Luce or Pike, with di- 
rettions bow to fiſþ for hims. 


P# 7. The mighty Luce or Pike is taken tobe 
the Tyrant ( as the Salmon is the King _) 
of the freſh waters, 'Tis not to be doubted, 
that they are bred, ſome by generation , and 
ſome not : as namely ,of a Weed called Pickerel- 
weed, unle(s learned Geſner be much miſtaken , 
for he ſays, this weed and other glutinous, 
matter, with the help of the Suns heat in ſome 
particular Months, and ſome Ponds apted foz 
it by nature,do become Pikes.But doubtleſs di- 
vers Pikes are bred after this manner, or are 
brought into ſome Ponds ſome ſuch other wayes. 
as is paſt mans finding out, of which we have. 
daily teſtimonies. | 

Sir Francis Bacon in his Hiſtory of Life and 
Death, obſerves the Pike to be the longeft lived 
of any freſh- water-fiſh, and yet he computes it 
to be not uſually above forty years 3 and others 
think it to be not above ten years; and yet 
Geſuer mentions a Pike taken in Swedelond in 
the Year 1449. with a Ring about his neck,de- 
claring he was put into that Pond by Frederick, 
the ſecond , more than two hundred _ 
ore 


150 
fore he was laſt taken, as by the Inſcription in 
that Ring' being Greek) was interpreted by the 
then Bilhop of Worms. But of this no more, 
but that it is obſerved,that the old or very great 
Pikes have in them more of ſtate than good» 
neſs ; the ſaaller or middle {ized Pikes being 
by the moſt and choiceſt Palates obſerved to be 
the beſt meat 3 and contrary, the Eel is obſer- 
ved to be the better for age and bigneſs. 

. All Pikes that live long prove chargeable to 
their Keepers, becauſe their life is maintained 
by the dcath of ſo many other Filh, even thoſe 
of their own kind, which has made him by ſome 
Writers to be called the Tyrant of the Rivers, 
or the Freſh-water-wolf, by reaſon of his bolg, 
greedy devouring diſpoſition; which is ſo keen, 
as Geſner relates, a man going to a Pond 
(where it ſeems a Pike had devoured allrhefiſh) 
to water his Mule , had a Pike bit his Mule by 
the lips 3 to which the Pike hung fo faſt, that 
the Mule drew him out of the water, and by 
that accident the owner of the Mule angled out 
the Pike. And the ſame Geſner obſerves,that a 
Maid itt Poland had a Pike birt her by the foot as 
ſhe was” waſhing clothes in a Pond. And I have 
heard the like of a woman inKillingworth Pond 
not far from Coventry. But I have been aſſured 
by my friend Mr. Seagrave,(of whome I ſpake 
to you formerly,) that keeps tame Otrers, that 
he hath known a Pike in cxtream hunger fight 
with 
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with one of his Otters for a Carp that the Ot- 
ter had caught and was then bringing out of 
the water. I have told you who relates theſe 
things, and tell you they are perſons of cre- 
dit, and ſhall conclude this obſervation, by 
telling you what a wiſe man has obſerved, 
It is @ bard thing to perſwade the belly, becanſe it 
has no ears. 

But if theſe relations be disbelieved, it is too 
evident tobe doubted,that a Pike will devour a 
Fiſh of his own kind, that ſhall be bigger than 
his belly or throat will receive, and ſwallow 
a part of him, and let the other part remain in 
his mouth till the ſwallowed part be digeſted, 
and then ſwallow that other part that was inhis 
mouth, and ſo put it over by degrees ; which 
is not unlike the Ox and ſome other beaſts, ta- 
king their meat not out of their mouth imme- 
diately into their belly,but firſt into ſome place 
betwixt, and then chaw it, or digeſt it by de- 
grees after, which is called Chewing the Cad. 
And doubtleſs Pikes will bite when they are 
not hungry, but as ſome think even for very 
anger, when a tempting bait comes near to 
them. 

And itis obſerved, that the Pike will eat ve- 
nemous things ( as ſome kind of Frogs are ) 
and yet live without being harmed by them : 
for, as ſome fay,he has in him a natural Balſom 
or Antidote againſt all poiſon; and he has a 
ſiravge 
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ſtrange heat, that though it appear to.us to be 
cold, can yet digelt or put over, any Fiſh-fleſh 
by degrees without being {ick. - And others 
: Pam 4 that he never cats the venemous: Frog, 
till he have firſt killed her,and then ( as Ducks 
arc obſerved to do to Frogs in ſpawning time 
(at which time ſome Frogs are obſerved to be 
venemous) ſo throughly waſht her,by tumbling 
herup. and down in the water, that he may de- 
your her without danger. And Geſner affirms, 
that a Polonian Gentleman, did faithfully 
aſſure him, he had ſeen two young Geele at one 
time in the belly of a Pike, And doubtleſs a 
Pike in his height of hunger will bite at and de- 
vour a dog that ſwims in a Pond, and there 
have been examples of it, or the like 3 for as 1 
told you, The belly bas no ears when hunger comes 
upon it, | 

The Pike is alſo obſerved to be a ſolitary, 

melancholy and a bald Fiſh : Melancholy, be- 
cauſe he always ſwims or reſts himſelf a- 
lone, and never ſwims in ſholes or with com- 
pany, as Roach and Dace,. and moft other 
Fiſh do: And bold , becauſe he fears not 
a ſhadow, or to ſee or be ſeen of anybo- 
dy, as the Troxt and Chub, and all other Fiſh 
do. 

And it is obſerved by Geſer, that the Jaw- 
bones, and Hearts, and Galls of Pikes are very 
medicinable for ſeveral diſeaſes, or to ftop 

blood, 
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blood, to abate Fevers, to cure Agues, toop-»:; 
poſe or expel the infection of the Plague, and . 
to be many ways medicinable and uſeful for 
the good of Mankind 3 but. he obſerves, that 

the _s of a Pike is venemous and hard to he. 
cured. ; Þ 22 ro a adchan 
And itis obſerved, that the Pike is afiſh that 

breeds but once a year, and that other fiſh . (as, 
namely Loaches ) do breed oftner : as we are 

certain tame Pigeons do almoſt every month,: 
and yet the Hawk (a Bird of Prey, as the Pike 

is of Fiſh ) breeds but once in twelve months 3 

and you are to note, that his time of breeding 

or ſpawning is uſually about the end of Febraa- 

ry, or ſomewhat later,' in March, as the weas 

ther proves colder or warmer _) and to note, 

th t his manner of breeding .is thus, a He 

and a She Pikg will uſually go together 

out of a River into ſome ditch or creek, 

and that there the Spawner cafts her eggs, 

and the Meltcr hovers over her all that time 

that ſhe is caſting her ſpawn, but touches her 

not, 

I might ſay more of this, but it might be 
thought curioſity or worſe , and ſhall there- 
fore forbeax it, and take up ſo much of 
your attention, as to tell you, 'that the beſt of 
Pikes are noted to be in Rivers, next thoſe in 
great Ponds, or Meres, and the worſt in ſmall 
Ponds. | | : 

M But 
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But before 1 proceed farther, T am to tell 
you that there is a great antipathy betwixt the 
Pike and ſome Frogs 3 and this may appear to 
the Reader of Dabraviu ( a Biſhop in B« 
bemiz)who in his Book of Fiſh and Fiſh-ponds, 
relates what, he ſays, he ſaw with his own eyes, 
and could not forbear to tell the Reader. Which 


was: 

* As be and the Biſhop Thurzo were walking 
by a large Porid in Bohemia, they ſaw a Frog, 
when the Pike lay very leepily and quiet by h 
ſhore fide, leaf npon his bead, andthe Frog ba. 
yon expreſt maltte or anger by bis ſwoln cheeky 
ata ftaring eyes, did ftretch ont his legs and 
embraced the Pikes bedd, and preſently reached 
them to biz eyer, traring with them and bi 
teeth theſs tender parity; the Pike moved wi 
angaiſh, moves np and down the water, and rubt 
bimſelf againſt weeds, and whatever he thought 

ipht quit bim of bis enemy ;, but all in vain, 
for the frog did contint to ride trinmphantly,end 
to bite and torment the Pike, till bis ftrength fails 
ed, and then the frog ſunk with the Pike 2otht 
bottom of the water; then preſtnily the frog ap- 
peared again at the toy and croaked, and ſeemed 
to _ like a. Conqueror , after which he pres 
ſently retired to bit ſeertt bole. The: Biſhop;that 
had bebeld the bantel called bis fiſherman to fetch 
his nets,and by all means to get the Pike that they 
might declare what had hapned.axd the _ wa 
rant 
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trams fireh,znd both bis eyes eaten out, at which 
when they began v0 wonder, the Fiſhermen wiſhed 
them to forbear, and aſſured them be was cortann 
that Pikes were ofrex ſo ſorved, 
-.] told this which is to be read in the frxth 
Chapter of the Book of Dubravius ) unto 8 
friend, who replied, It was 4s improbable as to 
beve the monſe ſcratch out vhe cats | he did 
not confider,that there be tiſhing Frogs (which 
the Dalmatians call the Watex-Devit)of which 
I'might tell you as wonderful a ſtory, but Iſhall 
tell you, that *tis not to be doubted, but that 
there be ſome Frogs ſo fearful of the Water- 
fnake, that, when they ſwim in a place in 
which they fear to meet with him, they then 
get a reed acroſs into their mouths, which if 

y two meet by accident, ſecures the fr 
from the firength and malice of the Snake , an 
note, that the frog uſually ſwims the faſteſt of 
the two. | 

And let me tell you, that as there be Water 
and Land-frogs, .ſo there be Land and Water- 
Stakes, Concerning which take this obſerya- 
tion, that the Land-fnake breeds, and hatches 
her eggs, which become young Snakes, in-ſome 
old dunghill, or alike hot plac6but the Water- 
ſnake, which is not: venemous ( and as I have 
bren aſſured by a great obſerver of ſuch ſecrets) 
does not hatch but breed her young alive, which 
ſhe does not then forſake, 'but bides with _ 

M 2 
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and-in caſe of danger will take them all into 
her mouth and ſwim away from any appre- 
hended danger, and then let them out again 
when ſhe thinks all danger to be paſt ; Theſe be 
accidents that we Anglers ſometimes fee and of- 
ten talk of. 

But whither am I going? I had almoſt loft 
my ſelf by remembring the Diſcourſe of Dx- 
bravixs. 1 will therefore ſtop here, and tell you 
Ks to my promiſe how to catch this 

the. 
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His feeding is uſually of fiſh or frogs, and 
ſometimes a weed of his own called Pickyell- 
weed, Of which I told you ſome think ſome 
Pikes are bred 3 for they have obſerved, that 
where none have been put into Ponds, yet they 
have there found many : andthat there has 
been plenty of that weed in thoſe Ponds, and 
that that weed both-breeds and feeds my 

whe- 
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whether thoſe Pikes fo bred will ever breed by 
mation as the others do, I ſhall leave to the. 
iſquilitions of men of more curioſity and lea- 
ſure than I profeſs my ſelf to have 3 and ſhall 
proceed to tell you that you may fiſh for a Pike, 
either with a ledger or a walking-bait ; and you 
are to note,that I call that a Ledger bait,which 
is fixed, or made to reſt in one certain place 
when you ſhall be abſent from it:and I call that 
a walking bait, which you take with.you, and 
have ever in motion. Concerning which two, I 
ſhall give you this direion 3 That your ledger 
bait is beſt to bea living bait, though a dead 
one may catch, whether it be a fiſh or afrog 3 
and that you may make them live the Jon» 
ger, you may or indeed you muſt take this 
courle, 
- Firlt, for your live bait of fiſh, a Roach or 
Daceis(1 think) beſt and moſt tempting, ind a 
Pearch is the longelt lived on a hook, and. ha 
ving cut off his fin on his back, which may be 
done without hurting him, you muſt take your 
knife ( which cannot be too ſharp) and betwixt 
the head and the tin on the back, cut or make 
an incilion, or ſuch a ſcar, as you may put the 
arming wire of your hook into it, with as little 
bruiting or hurting the fiſh as art and diligence 
will enable you todo 3 and fo carrying your ar- 
ming wire along his back, unto, or near the 
tajl of your Fiſh, hetwine the Skin and the ye 
| 3 Y 


dy-of it;draw out that wire or arming of yout 
h6ok at another fear near to his tail:then ty him 
about it with thred, but no harder than of ne- 
cefſity to prevent -harting the fiſh ; and the 
berter to avoid hurting the hh, ſome have a 
Kind of probe to open the way, for the more 
cafie entrance and paſſage of your wire or arm- 
Ing:hut as for theſe, time, and a little experience 
will reach you -better than I can by words; 
therefore 1 wilt for the prefent ſay no more 
of this,but come next to give you ſome direQi- 
ons, how to bait your hook with a frog, 

Ven, But,good Mafter, did you not ſay even 
now, that forne Frogy were venemous, and is it 
not dangerous to touch them ? 

* Piſe, Yes, but 1 will give you ſome Rules or 
Cautions concerning them:And ffi, you are to 
note, that there are two kinds of Frogs;that is to 
fay(if I may ſo expreſs my felf)a fleſh,and a fiſh- 
Fog : by fleſh-frogs, 1 mean frogs that breed and 
tive 6n the land 3 and of theſe there be ſeveral 
forts alſo and of ſeveral colours, ſome being 
peckled ſore greeniſh,ſome blackiſh,or brown: 
the green Frog, which is a fmall one,is by Topſe! 
taken to be venemous 3. and fo is the padock or 
Frog-padoch, which nfually keeps or breeds on 
"the land, and is very large and bony, and big, 
eſpecially the She frog'of that kind ; yet 
' theſe will ſometimes come into the water , 
but it is not often; and the land frogs are 
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fame of them obſerved by him, to breed 
by laying eggs: and others. to breed af 
the ſlime and duſt of the carth, and that-in 
winter they turn to ſlime again, and that the 
next Summer that very flime returns to be a li- 
ving creature 3 this is the opinion of Pliny : and 
*Cardanus undertakes to give area-  .. 
ſon for the raining of Frogs : but if wg 
it were in my power, it ſhould rain jv, ex. 
none but water-Frogs, for thoſe, 1 
think are not venemous, eſpecially the 
right water-Frog, which about February 
or March breeds in ditches by ſlime, 
and blackiſh cggs in that ſlime : about 
which time of breeding the He and She 
Frogs are obſerved to ule divers Simber-ſalts 
and to croak and make a noiſe, which the land- 
frog, or Padock frog never docs, Now of theſe 
water-frogs, if you intend to fiſh with a frog 
fora Pike , you are tochuſe the yelloweſt that 
you can get , for that the Pike ever likes beſt. 
And thus uſe your frog, that he may continue 
long alive. "I, | 
Put your hook into his mouth , which you 
may eafily do. from the middle of Aprit till 
Anguſt, and then the frogs mouth grows up,and 
he continues ſo for at leaſt fix moneths wi 
cating,but is ſuſtained,none but he whoſe name 
is Wonderful, knows how; I ſay,put your hook, 
I mean the arming wire through his mouth, 
: M 4 | and 


and filk ſow the upper part of his leg with 
only cne ftitch 'to the arming wire of your 
hook;,or tie the frogs leg above the upper joynt 
to the armed wire, and in fo doing, uſe him as 
though you loved him , that is, harm him as 
little as you may poſſibly, that he may live the 
longer, bar oh | 
And now, having given you this direQion for 
the baiting your ledger hook with a live Fiſh of 
frog, my next muſt be to tell you, how your 
hook thus baited muſt or may be uſed : and it 
is thas. Having faſtened your hook to a line, 
which if it be not fourteen yards long , ſhould 
not be lefs than twelve; you are to'taſten that 
line to any bough near to a hele wherea Pike 
is, or is likely tolie, or to have a haunt , and 
then wind your line on any forked (tick,a]l your 
line except half a yard of it or rather more, 
and ſplit that ' forked fiick with fuch a nick or 
notch at one end of it , as may keep the line 
from any more 'of it ravelling trom about the 
tick,than ſo much of it as you intend; andchuſe 
= forked ſtick to be of that bigneſs as may 
cep the Fiſh or frog from pulling the forked 
flick under the water till the Pike bites,and then 
*he Pike having pulled the line forth of the 
<clift 'or nick of that ſtick in which it was gently 
Faftened; he will have line enough to go to his 
hold and pouch the bait;and if you would have 
Ee * + wr _ * chis 
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this ledger bait to keepat a fixt place,undiftur- 
bed by wind or other accidents which maydrive 
it to the ſhore fide, (for you are to note, that it 
islikelieſt to catch a Pike in the midſt of 
the water )then hang a ſmall Plummet of lead 
aſtone, or piece of tile, or a turf in a ftring, and 
calt it into the water, with the forked ſtick, to 
hang upon the ground to be a kind of Anchor 
to keep the forked fiick from moving out of 
your intended place till the Pike come. This [ 
take to be a very good way , to uſe fo many 
ledger baits as you intend to make trial of. 

Or-if you bait your hooks thus with live Fiſh 
or Frogs, and in a windy day, faſten them thus 
to a bough or bundle of ſtraw, and by the help 
of that wind can get them to move croſs a Pond 
or mere, you are like to ſtand ſtill on the ſhore 
and ſee ſport preſently if there be any ſtore of 
Pikesior theſe live baits may make ſport, bein 
tied about the hody or wings of a Gooſe or Duck 
and ſhe chaſed over a Pond : and the like may 
be done with turning three or four live baits 
thus faſtened to bladders, or boughs, or bottles 
of hay or flags , to ſwim down a River, whillt 
you walk quietly alone on the ſhore , and are 
ſtill in expc&tation of ſport. The reſt muſt be 
taught you by praGtice, for time will not allow 
me to ſay more of this kind of fiſhing with live 
baits. 

And for your dead bait for a Pike, for that 

you 
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* You may be taught by one daics going a fiſhing 
with me, or any other body that fiſhes for him, 
for the baiting your hook with a dead Gazdgeoy 
\Oora Roach, and moving it up and down thy 
water,is too caſteathing to take up any time to 
dire you to doit; and yet , becauſe I cut yoy 
ſhort in that, I will commute for it , by telling 
you that that was told me for a fecret- It is this, 

Diſſolve Gum of Ivy in Oyl of Spike,and there. 
with anoynt your dead bait for a Pike, and they 
. caſt it into alikely place, aud when it has lain g 
ſhort time at tbe bottom, draw it towards the top of 
the water aud ſo up the ftream,aud it is more than 
likely that you have a Pike follow with more than 
common eagerneſs. 

And fome affirm, that any bait anointed 
with the marrow of the Thigh-bone of an Hern 
is a great temptation to any Fiſh. + 

Theſe have not been tryed by me , but told 
me by a friend of note, that pretended to do me 
a courteſie, but if this direction to catch a Pike 
thus,do you no good, yet I am certain this di- 
recion how to roaſt him when he is caught, 6 
chojcely good, for I have tryed itzand it is ſome- 
what the better for not being common, but 
with my direction you muſt take this Caution, 
that your Pike mult not be a ſmall one, that is, 
3t muſt be more than half a Yard,and ſhould be 
bigger. 

' * Firſt open your Pike «t the gills, and if _ 
s 
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be; et alſo @ little ſlit towards the belly; ont of 
theſe take bis guts and keep bis liver, which you 
ae to ſhred very ſmall with Tim-, Sweet-mar- 
oram, 4rd a little Winter-ſavouryzte theſe pat 
ſame pickled Oyſters, and ſome Anchavies, twa 
o three. both theſe laſt xbole ( for the Anchovies 
will melt,and the Oyſters ſhould not )to tbeſe you 
wuft adde alſo a pound of ſmeet butter which you 
a8 to mix with the berbs that are ſhred, and led 
them all be well ſalted ( if tbe Pike be more thau 
ayard long , then you may put into theſe berbs 
more than a pound,or if be be leſs, then leſs Butter 
will ſuffice : ) theſe being thus mixt with a blade 
w #wo of Mace,muſt be put into the Pikes belly, 
and then bis belly ſo ſowed up, as to keep 
al the Butter in bis belly if it be poſſible, if 
wt,then as much of it as you poſſibly can,but take 
wt off the ſcales;then you are to thruſt the ſpit 
through his mouth out at his tail , and iben taks 
fiur,or five, or fix ſplitſtichs, or very thin latbes, 
ind a convenient quantity of Tape or Filleting, 
theſe lathes are to be tyed round about tbe Pikes 
bidy from his head to bis tail, and the Tape tyed 
ſomewbat thick to prevent bis breaking or fallin 

iff from the ſpitilet him be roaſted very leaſurely, 
and often baſted with Claret wine,and Anchovyes, 
and Butter mixt togetber,and alſy with what moi- 
fture falls from bim into the pan:when you have 
ved him ſufficiently you are to bold under bim 
(when you uuwind or cut the Tape that ties him ) 


ſuch 


tet him fall into it with the ſawce that is roſfted 
in bis belly, and by this means the Pike will be 
kept unbroken and compleat : then,to the ſawee 
which was within,and alſo that ſawce in the pan, 
you are to add a fit quantity of the beſt Butter,and 
to ſqueeze the juyce of three or four Oranges-lajtl, 
may either put into the Pike with the Oyſters, 
two cloves of Garlick, and take it whole out, when 
the Pike is eut off the ſpit, or to give the ſawce « 
hogo,let the d:iſh(into which you let the Pike fall) 
be rubbed with it:the uſing or not uſing of this 

Garlick is left to your diſcretion. 
M. B, 


This diſh of meat is too good for any but 
Anglers or very honeſt menzand I truſi,you will 
prove both , and therefore I have truſted you 
with this ſecret. 

Let menext tell you, that Geſuer tells us there 
areno Pikes in Spain,and that the largeſt arc in 
the Lake Thraſimene in Ttaly , and the next, if 
not equall to them,are the Pikes of Exgland, and 
that in England, Lincolnſhire boaſteth to have 
the biggelt. Juſt ſo doth Suſſex boalt of four 
ſorts of fiſh;namely an Arundel Mullet, a Chi- 
cheſter Lobſter, a Shelſey Cockie, and an Amerly 
Trout. 

But I will take up no more of your time with 
this xelation,but proceed io give you ſome oh 
ſcrv:tion 
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fuch a diſh as you purpoſe to eat bim out of ;, and 
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ſervations of the Carp,and how to angle for hiny 
and to dreſs him, but not till he is caught. 


CHAP, IX 


Obſervations of the Carp, with Direions 
how #0 fiſh for hims. 


P Iſe. The Carp is the Queen of Rivers: ſtate- 
Eon 


, a good, and a very ſubtil fiſh, that was 
not at firſt bred. nor hath been long mm England, 
but is now naturalized. It is faid, they were 
brought hicher by one Mr.Maſce! a Gentleman, 
that then lived at Plamſted in Suſſex, a County 
that abounds more with this fiſh than any in 
this Nation. 

You may remember that I told you, Geſzer 
fays,there are no Pikes in Spainzand doubtleſs, 
there was a time,about a hundred or a few more 
years ago, when there were noCarps inEngland, 
as may ſeem to be affirmed by S. Richard Baker, 
in whoſe Chronicle you may tind theſe Verſes, 


Hops and Turkjes, Carps and Beer 
Came into Jogrens all in a year. 


And doubtleſs as of Sea-fiſh the Herring dies 
oonelt 
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Lone out of the water, and of freſh-watersfilh 
the Troxt, ſo (except the Eel) the Carp endures 
moſt hardneſs, and lives longeſt out of his 
own proper Element. And therefore the report 
of the Carps being brought out of a forraigne 
Country into this Nation is the more probable, 
Carps and Loaches are obſerved to Breed fe- 
veral months in one year, which Pikes and moſt 
other fiſh do not. And this is partly proved by 
tame and wild Rabbets, as alſo by ſome Duck, 
which will lay eggs nine of the twelve months, 
and yet there be other Ducks that lay not lon+ 
per than about one month. And it is che rather 
0 be believed, becauſe you ſhall ſcarce or never 
take a Male-Carp without a Melt, or a Female 
without a Roe or ſpaws,and for the moſt part 
; wvery muchzand eſpecially all the $ammer feafon; 
and itis obſerved, that they breed more nzto-- 
Tally in ponds than in running waters, ( if they 
breed there at all; and that thoſe that live it 
Rivers are taken by meu of the beft palats to be 
Much the better meat. 
\ And it is obſerved, that in ſome ponds Carp? 
will e6t breed, efpecially in cold ponds 3 but 
where they will breed, they breed innumera- 
bly 3 Ariftotle and Plizy fay,fix' times in 2 year, 
if there be no P:kes nor Pearch to devour their 
Spawn, when it is calt upon graſs, or flags or 
weeds, where it lies ten or twelve dayes before 
It be enlivened. 
| The 
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The Carp, if he have water-room and good 
ſed, will grow to a very great bigneſs and 
: T have heard,to be much above a yard 
long. *Tis faid, ( by Joviws, who hath wrir 
of Fiſhes )that in the Lake Lurien in Traly,Carpy 
have thriven- to be more than fifty pound 
weight, which is the more probable, for as the 
Bear is conceiv'd and born ſuddenly 3 and be- 
ing born is but ſhort-liv'd : So on the contrary, 
the Elephant is faid to be two years in his dartis 
belly (fome think he'is ten years in it) atid be-' 
__ grows in bigneſs twenty years ; and 
'tis obſerv*d too that he lives to the Age of a 
hundred years. And *tis alſo obſerv*d that the 
Crocodile is very long-liv'd, and more than that 
that all that long life he thrives in bigneſs, aud 
I think ſome Carps do, eſpecially in forme: 
places z thoughrI never ſaw one above 23. in-' 
ches, which was a great and a goodly Fiſh:Bur" 
have been afſured there are of a far greater ſize, 
and in Eyg/and too. 
Now, as the increaſe of Carps is wonderful” 
for their number 3 ſo there is not a reaſofifound” 
out, I think by atty, why they ſhould breed in” 
fone Ponds, and not inothers of the ſame na-. 
ture, for ſoil and all other circumſtances ; apd 
as their breeding, fo are their decays atfo very* 
myſterious : I have both read it;'and been told: 
by a Gentleman of tryed honeſty, that he has 
known ſixty or more large Carps put into feve-. 
| iak 


ral ponds near to a houſe, where by reaſon of 
. the ſtakes in the ponds, and the Owners con- 
ſtant being near to them, it was impoſſible they 
ſhould be ſtole away from him? and that when 
he has after three or four years emptyed the 
pond, and expe&ed an increaſe from them by 
breeding young ones ( for that they might do 
fo, hehad, as the rule is , put in three Melters 
for one Spawner ) he has, I ſay, after three or 
four years, found neither a young nor old Carp 
remaining, And thelike I have known of ons 
that has almoſt watched the pond, and ata 
like diſtance of time, at the fiſhing of a pond, 
found of ſeventy or eighty large Carps not 4- 
bove five or [ix : and that he had forborn lon- 
per to fiſh the aid pond , | but that he ſaw in a 

ot day in Summer , a.large Carp ſwim near 
the top of the water with a Frog upon his head, 
and that he upon that occalion cauſed his pond 
to be let dry : and I ſay , of ſeventy or cighty 
Carps, only found five or fix in the ſaid pond, 
and thoſe very lick and lcau, and with every 
onea Frog ſticking fo faſt on the head of tha 
ſaid Cerps , that the Frog woald nut be got off 
without extreme force or killing : and. the 
Gentleman that did affirm this to me, told me 
he ſaw it , and. did declare his belief to be, 
( and I alſo believe the ſame _) that he thought 
the otherCarps that were (o ſirangely loſt, were 
ſo killed by frogs, and then devoured. | & 
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1. | Chap: The Compleat Angler. x69 
.; Anda perſon of / hotiour now living tn or- 
fer ſhire* aſſur'd me he had ſeen » 341, F+, #4 
necklace or collar of Tadpoles hang ' 1 
like a chaine or necklace of beads-about-a Pikes 
neck , and to kill tim 5 whether! ir- were for 
meat-or tnalice; muſt be to tie a queſtion. ' / 

: But Tam faln into this Diſcourfe'dy accidens, 
of which I might ſay more, but cit thas proved 
longer than L intended ,- and poſſibly may not 
to-you be contiderable 3 I ſhalt cherefore-give 
you: three or. four more ſhort: obſervations 'of 
the Carp, and thenfall upon- ſome directions 
how you ſhall fiſh for him. 

The age of Carps is by Sir Francis Bacon(in 
bs Hiſtory of Life and Death) obſerved to be 
but ten years 3 yet others think they live lon- 
ger. - Geſner (aies a: Carp has been known to live 
ln the Palatinate above a hundred years : But 
moſi conclude , that ( contrary to the Pike ot 
Luce ) all Carps ate the better fot ageZnd big» 
ies; the tongues of Carps are noted to be choice 
aid coſtly meat, eſpecially to them: that buy 
them : bat Geſzer ſaies, Corps have no tongue 
like other Fiſh, but a piece of fleſh-like-Fiſh in 
their mouth like to a tongue, and ſhould be 
alled a palate : - But it is certain it is choicely 
good, and: that the Carp is to be reckoned a- 
nongſt thoſe leather-mouthed fiſh , which F 
told you have their teeth in their throat , and 
or that reaſon he is very MT loſt by breaks 
| | ing 


-ing his hold; -if. your hook be once ſtuck into 
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I told you: that Sir Francis Bacon thinks that 
theCarplives but ten: years, but. Janus Dubra- 
wins has writ: aBook of Fiſh and Fiſh-ponds,n 
which he ſaies, That Carps begin to Spawn at 
the age of: three years, and continue to doſo 
till thirty':- he fays alſo, That in the timeof 
their-breeding, -which is in Summer , when 
theSun hath warmed both the carth and water, 
and fo apted themalſo for generation;that'then 
thieeor four:Male-Carps will follow a'Fernak, 
and that then ſhe putting on-a ſeeming coynels, 
they force her through weeds and flags, where 
ſhe lets fallhex Eggs or | Spawn, which. ficks 
faſt tothe weeds ,; and then they let fall their 
Melt. upon. it,: and fo it becomes in a ſhort time 
tobe a living Fifh 5 and as I told you, itis 
thought the Carp does this ſeveral months in 
the yeah, and moſt believe that moſt hſh breed 
after this manner, except the Eel : and it has 
been obſeryed ; .that when the Spawner hs 
weaknedifer ſclt by doing that natural office, 
that two or threeMelters have helped her from 
off ithe weeds. by bearing, her up on both ſides, 
and guarding her into the-deep. : And you may 
note,that though this may ſeem a- curioſity not 
worth obſcrying , yet others have judged it 
worth -their. time and coſts, to make Glaſs 


hives , and 'order them in fuch a manner as to 
| le 
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ſee how Bees have bred and made their Hoxey- 
combs , and how they have obeyed their King, 
and governed their Common-wealth. But it is 
thought that all Gayps are not bred by genera- 
tion, but that ſome breed other. ways,as ſome 
Pikes do. | i are 

- The. Phyſicians make the galls: nd ſtones in 
the heads of oo very medicinable;but 
*tis not to be doubted but that in Italy they 
make great profit of the Spawn of Carps, by 
ling it to the Jews, who make it into red 
Caviare, the Fews not being by their Law ad- 
mitted fo cat of Caviaze made of the Stergeow; 
that being a Fiſh that wants ſcales;and (as may 
appear inLevit.1 1. by them reputed'to be un- 
flean. bed. bf 

- Much more might be ſaid outof him, and 
out of Ariſtotle, which Dubravin# often quotes 
in his Diſcourſe of Fiſhes ; but it might rathee 
perplex than ſatisfie you, and theretore I ſhall 
father chuſe' to dire& you how to-catch, than 
ſpend more time in difcourſing either of the na- 
ture or the breeding of this CARP, 
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an of any more circumſtances concerning him 3 
et I ſhall remember you of what I told 
you o_ that he is a very fubtil Fiſh, and 
hard to be caught. | 
And my firſt direction is, that if you wil 
Fiſh for a Carp , you muſt put on a very large 
meaſure of patience 5 eſpecially to fiſb for a Ki 
ver Carp: 1 have known a very good Filhcr as 
gle diligently four or fix hours ina day , for 
three or four daies together for a Kiver Cary, 
and not have a bite and you are tonote,that 
in ſore ponds it is 25 hazd to catch a Caps 
ina River; that is to ſay, where they have 
ſtore of feed,and the water is of a clayiſh co- 
lour : But you are to remember , that T have 
told you there is no rule without an exception, 
and therefore being poſſeſt with that hope and 
patience which 1 wiſh toall Fiſhers , eſpecial- 
iy to the Carp- Angler, ſhall tell you with m_ 
ail 
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bait to fiſh for him. But firſt you are to know, 
that it muſt be either carly or late z and let me 
tell you, that in hot weather (for he will ſel- 
dom bite in cold) you cannot be too early or 
too late at it. And ſome have been ſo curious as 
to lay, the r0.0f April is a fatal day for Carps. 
The Carp bites either at worms or at paſte, 
and of worms I think the blewiſhMarſh orMea- 
dow worm is beſt ; but poſſibly another worm 
not too big may do as well, and ſo may a greeti 
Gentle: Andas for paſtes, there are almoſt as 
many ſorts as there are Medicines for the 
Toothach , but doubtleſs ſweet paſtes are beſtz 
I mean, paſtes made with honey or with ſugar: 
which , that you may the better beguile this 
crafty Fiſh, ſhould be thrown into the Pond or 
place in which you fiſh for him ſome hours or 
longer before you undertake your tryal of skill 
with the Angle-rod : and doubtleſs if it be 
thrown into the water a day or two before, at 
ſeveral times and in ſmall pellets, you are the 
likelier when you fiſh for the Carp to obtain 
your deſired ſport; or ina large Pond to draw 
them- to any | certain place , that they may 
the better and with more hope be fiſhed 
for , you are to throw into it in fotne certain 
place, either Grains or Blood mixt with Cow 
dung, or with Bran; or any Garbage,as Chic- 
kens guts or the like, and then ſome of your 
ſmall ſweet pellets with which you purpole to 
| m7 angle: 
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angle: and: theſe fmall-pellets being a few of 


them alſo thrown in as you are Angling will be 
the better.' 

: And. your paſte muſt be thus' made : Take 
the fleſh of a Rabbet or Cat- cut. ſmall, and 
Bean-flowre,and if that may not be ealily opt, 
get other flowre, and then mix theſe together, 
and put to them either Sugar, or Honey, which 
I chink better, and then beat theſe together in 
a Mortar ,, or ' Ometimes work them in your 
hands; ' (your hands being very clean)and thep 
make it into/aiBa}l, or two,or three, as. you like 
befi/ for. your ule 3, but you muſt work or pound 
it- ſo long/in. the Morcarzas to makeit ſo tough 
as to hang 'upon your hook without waſhing 
from it: ,.,y£t not-.too hard'3 or that you may 
the better keep it on your hook. you way knead 
with your palte a little ( and not: much.) white 
or yellawith wook. 

- And:if; you: would bank this paſte keep all 
the year fax any''other Fiſh, then-mix with it 
Virgin wax.and clarified honey, and work them 
together' with your hands befpre; the Fire, then 
make theſe . into balls,and they. will keep all the 

ear. -.+ 
And if you fiſh for a Carp with Gentles then 
put upon-your hook aſmall piece of Scarlet a- 
bout this bigneſs BW, it being ſoked in, or a- 
nointed. with Oyl F Peter, called by ſome Oyl 
of the Rock, and if your Gentles be put two 


Or 
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75; 
or x three dayes. before intoa box. gn horn 
ed. with honey, j, 3nd gut.ipon..your hogks 
35.to..preſerye them to. be. living , you Are AS, 
like to kill this craft Ehchis way as any 0! \ 
But.Ctill as you axe flbing, .chaw. alittle. wh 

or brown. bread in your. mouth, 

i into the pond about the place where your, 


with diligence, and:.paticnt watchfulneſs, 
doit better than any that L have. ever praiſe, 
or heard of ; And. yet I ſhall tell. you; that ths 


Flote ſwims, . Other baits there be, but oi 


gumbsof white bread. and honey made. into. 2 


paſte is a good, bait. fora Carp, . and, you Fa 
it is more eakly.made. . And haying. faid 
muchof the Carp, .my next diſcourſe ſhall 

of the Bream, which ſhall not Provel {o tedious, 


. and therefore I defire the continuance. of, your, 


attention. 

But firſt I will tell you how to make this 
Carp that is focurious tobe caught, ſo curious a 
diſh of meat, as ſhall make him worth all your 
labour and patience; and though it is not with- 
out ſome trouble and charges, yet it will recom- 
pence both. 

Take a Carp ( alive if poſſible ) ſcour bim,and 
##b him clean with water and ſalt, but ſeale bins 
not,then open bim , and put bim with bis bloud 
aud bis liver ( which you muſt ſave when you 6- 
pert him) into a ſmall pot or kettle ; then take 


ſweet Marjoram , Time and Parſley, of each _ 
N - 


4 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Much Claret" tine ns wil Gnty fy; bin: and 
ſtaſbr cp cp Claret iwt#ll with Jelt', Cloves aud 
and-the rinds of Oranget and Lemont , 
at done,cover your pot and ſet it on a quick: fire, 
Vithe "[afficiextly Boiled ; +h44 take out he 
Carp and tay it with the broth #hto the diſh, and 
Ponr upon it a quarter of 'pojhd of © rhe beſt 
freſh butter mehegd and beaten with half a dozen 
bs of He proth* the yolk of tw or three 
2s, and ſome the herlis ſhred”, garniſh your 
with Lemons an 2 ſo. 
good do your” © 
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Obſervations of the Bream, 4nd diredt ions 
it) fo catch bim. | | 
P# The Bream being at a full growth is a 

: large and ſtately Fiſh : he will breed both 
inRivers and Ponds : but loves bcfi:tolive in 
potids, and where, if- he likes tho watery and 
Air} he will grow nat only to be very large, 
but.as fat as a Hog :heis by Geſrer taken to bg 
more pleaſant or {weet than wholſomezthis Fiſh 
is long in growing, but breeds exceedingly in 
+water that pleafes himz yea, in many Ponds ſo 
aft, .4s to over-ftore them, and ſtarve the 0+ 
ther Fiſh. ; 

He iis. very broad with a forke1 tail,and his 
ſales ſet in excellent order, he hath large eyes 
and a narrow ſucking mouth ; he hath twofets 
of teeth,and a lozenge like bone,a hane to help 
his grinding. The Melter is obſeryed to have 
two large Melrs;and-the Female two large bags 
of eggs or ſpawn. 


Geſner reports, that in Poland a certain, and -: 


a great number of large Breams were put into 
a Pond, which. in the next following winter 
were frozen up into one intire ice, and not one 
drop 


drop of water remaining,nor one of theſe fiſh 
te be found, though they were diligently 
ſearcht for 3 and yet the'next Spring when the 
ice was thawed, and the weather warm, and 


freſh. water got into the pond, he affirms they 


all appearcd again. This Geſner affirms; atid 
. quote my Author , becanſc'it ſeems almott as 
incredible as the Refwerrefion to an Atheiſt, But 
it may win ſomething in point of belicving it, 
to him that coafiders the breeding or renova- 
'tiou of the Silk-worm'and of many infſeds 
And that is conſiderable which Sir Francis Ba: 
con obſerves in his Hiſtory of Life and Death 
(f#l.20.) that there be ſome herbs that dic and 
ſpring every year , and ſome cndure 'lons 
er. ; ; 2} 2 
: But though ſome do not, yet the Freuch-e- 
ſeem this Fiſh highly, and to that cnd have 
this Proverb,He that bath Breams in bis pound ii 
able to bid bis friend welcome. And it is noted, 
that the beſt part of a Bream'is his belly and 
head. qt £0; . 
Some ſay, that Breams and Roaches will mix 
their cggs,and melt together ,and fo there is in 
many places a Baſtard breed of Breams, that 
never come to be either large or good, but very 
- NUMErous. | 


The Paitg good to catch this BREAM 


are 
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are many. 1.Paſte made of brown bread and ho- 
th | ny,gentles;or the brood of waſps'that be young, 
nd | (-and then not-unlike Gentles ) and ſhould be 
"n- | hardned in an oven-, or dried ona tile before 
- | the fire to make them tough or there is at the 
& } xoot of docks, or flags, or ruſhes in watry 
ve Ro: a worm not unlike a Maggot , at which 

ench will bite freely. Or he will bite at a | 
d, | Graſhopper with his legs nipt off in June and | 
nd July, or at ſeveral flies under water , which | 
 Þ| maybe found on flags that grow near to the | 
uX F water (ide. 1 doubt not but that there be 'F 
i" | many other baits that are good., but I will Wh | 
wat || turn them all into this moſt excellent one, ci- 'l 
I} | ther fora Carp or Bream, in any River or Mere: W | 
it was given to me by a moſt honelt and excel- || 
Jeat Angler , and hoping you will prove both, j 
I will impart it to you- Fo 
are 2 all |; 
1.Let | 


I, Let your bait be as big a red worm as you 
can find , without a knot, get a pint or quart 
of them in an, evening in, garden walks , or 
Chalky Comtnens after a ſhowre. of rain ; and 
put them with'clean Moſs well* waſhed and 
Picked, and the water ſqueezed out of the Moſs 
as dry as you can, into an earthen, pot or pip- 
kin ſet dry , and change" the Moſs freſh cvery 
three or four dayes* for three weeks or a 
month together, then your bait will be at the 
beſt, for it will beclear and lively. 

2. Having thus prepared your baits , get 
your tackling ready and fitted for this ſport, 
Take three long Angling Rods , and as many 
and more {lk , or lilk and hair lines . and as 
many large Swan or Gooſe-quil floats. Then 
take a piece of Lead made after this 
rwanner, and faſten them to the low- 4 
ends of your Lines. Then faſten 
your link-hook alſo to the lead,and let there 
be about a foot or ten inches between the 
lead and the hook) but be ſure the lead be hea- 
Vy enough to ſink the float or quil a littleun- 
der the water, and not the quil to bear up 
the Lead, for the lead muſt lie on the ground. 
Note, that your link next the hook may. be 
ſmaller than the reſt of your line, #f you dare 
adventure for fear of taking the Pike or Pearch, 
who will aſluredly viſit your hooks, till they 
be taken out ( as I will ſhew you afterwards ) 
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before either Corp or Bream will come near to 
bite» Note alſo, that when the worm is well 
baited,.it will crawl up and down, as far as the 
Lead will give leave, which much enticeth the 

Fiſheo bite without ſuſpicion. | 
3. Having thus prepared your baits, and 
fitted your tackling, repair to the River, where 
you have ſen them to ſwim in skuls or ſhoals 
inthe Summer time in a hot afternoon, about 
three or four of the clock,and watch their going 
forth of their deep holes and returning (which 
you may well diſcern _) for they return about 
four of the clock moſt of them ſeeking food at 
the bottom, yet one or two will lie on the top 
of the water, rolling and tumbling, themſelves 
whilſt the reſt are under him at the bottom,and 
f you ſhall perceive him to keep Sentinel;then 
mark where he plays moſt, and fiays longeſt, 
( which commonly is in the broadeſt and deep- 
eſt place of the River) and there, or,near there- 
abouts, at a clear bottom, and a convenient 
landing place,take one of your Angles ready fit- 
ted as aforeſaid, and ſound the bottom, which 
ſhould be about eight or ten foot deep F{ two 
yards from the bank is the beſt,  ) Then con- 
ſider with your ſelf, whether that water will 
tiſe or fall by the next morning by reafon of 
any Water-mills near, and according to your 
diſcretion take the depth of the place, where 
you mean after to caſt your ground-bait, and 
| | to 


to fiſh; to. half an inch 3 that the Lead lying 
on or near the ground-bait, the top of the float 
may only appear upright half an inch abave the 
water. | 79 © 
Thus you having found and fitted for the 
place and depth thereof,then go home and 
prepare your ground-bait, which is next 
- the fruit of your labours, tobe regard- 
ed. , | 


The Ground-Bait. 


You ſhall take a peck, ora peck and a half 
( according to the greatneſs of the ſtream, and 
deepneſs of, the water, where you mean toAngle) 
of ſweet groſs-ground barly-malt, and boil it 
ina kettle (one or two warms is enough) then 
ſtrain it through a Bag into a tub ( the liquor 
whereof hath often done my Horfe much 
good) and when the bag and malt is near cold, 
take it down to the water-lide about eight or 
nine of the clock in the evening,and not before; 
caſt in two parts of your ground-bait, ſqueezed 
| hard between both your hands, it will tink pre 
(early to the bottom, and be ſure it may reſt in 
the very place where you mean'to Anglezit the 
ftream run hard or move a little,caſt your malt 
in handfuls a little the higher, upwards the 
fiream, You may between your hands cloſe the 
Malt fo faſt in handfuls, that the water will 
hardly part it with the fall. Your 
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- 2: Your ground thus baited,and tackling fitted, 


leave your bag with the reſt of your tackling 


and ground-bait near the ſporting-place all 


night, and in the morning about three or four 


of the clock viſit the water-fide (but not too 


near }) for they have a cunning Watch-man, 

and are watchful themſelves too. 

' ' Then gently take one of your three rods, and 

bait "your hook, caſting it over your ground- 

bait, and gently and fecretly draw it to youtill 

-———_ reſts about the middle of the ground- 
if; 

Then take a ſecond Rod and caſt in about a 
yard- above, and your third a yard below the 
tirſt Rod, and ſtay the Rods in the ground, but 
go your felf fo far from the water-ſide,that you 
perceive nothing but the top of the floats, 
which you muſt watch moſt diligently + then 
when you have a bite, you ſhall perceive the top 


of your float to ſink ſuddenly into the waters - 


yet nevertheleſs be not too haſty to run to your 
Rods,until you fee that theLine goes clear away, 
then creep to the water-ſide, and give as much 
Line as poſſibly you can: if it be a good Carp 
or Bream, they will go to the farther tide of the 
River,then ſtrike gently,and hold your Rod ata 
bent a little while z but if you both pull toge- 
ther you are ſure to loſe your Game, for either 
your line or hook, or hold will break 3 and 
after you have overcome them, they will —_ 
noble 
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noble ſport;and'are very ſhie'to be landed,'The 
Carp is far ſfironger and more mettleſom that 
the Bream. en 

Mauch more is to be obſerved in this kind. of 
Fiſh and Fiſhing, but it is far fitter for experj- 
ence and diſcourſe than paper. Only thus much 
i5 neceſſary for you to know, and, to be mind- 
ful and careful of ; That if the Pike or Pearch 
do breed in-that Riyer, they will be fure to bite 
firſt, and-muſt firſt be taken. And for the moſt 
part they are very large, and will repair to 
your ground-baic, not that they will eat of it, 
but will feed and ſport themſelves amongſt the 
young Fry,that gather about.and hover over the 

ait. 

The way to diſcern the Pike and to take him, 
if you miſtruſt your Bream-hook ( for I have 
taken a Pikea yard long ſeveral times at my 
Bream-hooks, and ſometimes he hath had the 
luck to ſhare my line. ) May be thus. 

Take a fmall Ble2k,, or Roach, or Gudgion, 
and bait it, and ſec jt ative among your Rods 
two foot deep from the Cork, with a little red 
worm on the point of the hook,then take a few 
crums of White-bread, or ſome of the ground- 
bait, and ſprinkle it gently amongſt your Rods. 
If Mr. Pike be there; then the litcle Fiſh will 
Skip out of the water at his appearance but the 
live-ſet Bait is fure to be taken. _ 


Thus 


us 
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Thus continue your ſport from four in the 
morning till eight, and if it bea gloomy,windy 
day, they will bite all day long, But this is too 
lng to ſtand to your rods at one place, and it 
will ſpoil your evening ſport that day, which is 
this. LORE 

About four of the clock in the Afternoon 
repair to your baited place, and as ſoon as you 
come to the water fide, . caſt in one half of the 
reſtof your ground-bait, and ſtand off: then 
whilſt the Fiſh are gathering together ( for 
there they will moſt certainly .come for. their 
ſupper) you hay take a pipe of Tobacco and 
then in with your three rodsas in the morning: 
Tou will find excellent ſport that evening till 
eight of theclock 3 then caſt in the reſidue of 
your ground-bait, and next morning, by four 
of the clock viſit them again for four hours, 
which is the beſt ſport of all ; atid after that let 
them reſt till you and your friends have a mind 
to more ſport. 

From St. Fames Tide until Bartholomew Tide 
5 the beſt, when they have had all the Summers 
food, they are the fatteſt, 

Obſerve laſtly, That after three or fout days 
hſhing together, your Game will be very ſhie 
and waryzand you ſhall hardly get above a bite 
or two at a baiting; then your only way is to 
deſiſt from your ſport about two or three 
days ; and in the mcan'time (on the place you 

O lafe 
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late baited, and again intend to bait) you ſhall 
take a turf of green, but ſhort grafs, as big or 
bigger than a round Trencher 5 to the top of 
this turf, on the green ſide, you ſhall with a 
Needle and green thred faſten one by one as 
many little red worms as will near cover all the 
turf : Then take a round board or Trencher, 
make a hole in the middle thereof,and through 
the turf placed on the board or Trencher,with 
a firing or cord as long as is fitting, tied to a 
pole, let it down to the bottom of the water for 
the Fiſh to feed upon without diſturbance about 
two Or three days3 and after that you have 
drawn it away, you may fall to, and enjoy your 
former recreation. B, 4 


I 
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CHAP. XI. 


Obſervations of the Tench, and advice hm 
to Angle for him. 


P? S C. The Tench, the Phyſician of Fiſhes, 
is obſerved to love Ponds better than Ri 
vers, and to love pits better than cither 3 yet 
Cambden o>ſcrves there isa River in Dorſa- 
ſire that abounds with Texches, but a 
Wl they 
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they retire to the moſt deep and quiet places in 
it, 

This fiſh hath very large Fins, very ſmall 
and ſmooth Scales, a red circle about his Eyes, _ 
which are big and of a gold colour, and '- 
from cither Angle of his mouth there hangs 
down a little Barbzin every Tenches head there 
we two little ſtones, which forraign Phyſicians 
make great uſe of, but he is not commended for 
wholſom meat, though there be very much uſe 
made of them,for outward applications.R oxde- 
litis ys. That at his being at Kome, be ſaw 4 
great cure done by applying a Tench to the feet of 
a very fick man, This he ſays was done after -\ 
an unuſual manner by certain Jews.And it is ob- 
frved that many of thoſe people have many ſc- 
crets, yet unknown to Chriſtians ; ſecrets that 
have never yet been written , but have been 
lince the days of their Solomon (who knew the 
nature of all things,even from the Cedar to the 
Shrub) delivered by tradition from the Father 
to the Son, and (o from generation to generati- 
on without writing, or (unkf it were caſual» ' 
ly) without the leaſt communicating them to a+ 
ny other Nation or Tribe : for to do that they 
xcount a prophanation. And yet it is thought 
that they, or ſome Spirit worſe than they, firſt 
told us,that Lice ſwallowed alive were a certain 
cure for the Yellow-Jaundice. This, and ma- 
by other medicines were diſcover'd by them or 


n O 2 


by revelation, for, doubtleſs we attain'd them 
not by ſtudy. 

* Well, this fiſh, beſides his cating, is very uſe 
ful both dead and alive for the good of man- 
kind. But, 1 will meddle no more with that, 
my honeſt hamble Art teaches no ſuch bog. 
nels 3 there are too many fooliſh medlers in 
Phyſick and Divinity, that think themſelves fit 
to meddle with hidden fecrets,and fo bring de- 
ſiruQion to their followers.But I'le not meddlke 
with them any farther than to wiſh them wiſer; 
and ſhall tell you next (for,l hope,I may be 6 
bold) that the Fexch is the Phyſician of fiſhes, 
for the Pike cſpecially,and that the Pike, being 
either ſick or hurt, is cured by the touch of the 
Tench. And it is obſerved,that the Tyrant Pike 
will not be a Wolf to his Phyfician, but forbears 
to devour him though he be never ſo hungry. 

This fiſh that carries a natural Balfome in 
him to cure both himſelf and others, loves yet 
to feed in very foul water, and amongſt 
weeds. And yet I am ſure he eats pleaſantly, 
and doubtleſs, you will think fo too, if you taſt 
him. And Iſhall thercfore proceed to give you 
ſome few, and but a few direcions how to 
catch this Tench, 
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of which I have given you theſe obſcrvatious- 
He will bite at a Paſte made of brown bread 
and honey, or at a marſh worm, or a Lob- 
wormzhe inclines very much to any paſte with 
which Tar is mixt, and he will bite alſo at a 
ller worm, with his head nipp'd off, anda 
Cod-worm put on the hook before that worm3 
and I doubt not but that he will alſo in the three 
'n F hot months (for in the nine colder he ſtirs not 
yet F much) bite at a Flag-worm,or at a green Gen- 
gt ' tle;but can poſitively ſay no more of the Tench, 
ly, | he being a Fiſh that I have not often Angled 
alt F for 3 but I wiſh my honeſt Scholar may, and 
'ou F be ever fortunate when he fiſhes, 
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CHAP. XII, 


Obſervations of the Pearch, and directions 


how to fiſh for him, 


I'S C. The Pearch is a very good, anda 
very bold biting fiſh ; He is one of the 
Fiſhes of prey, that like the Pike and Trot, 
carries his teeth in his mouth : which is very 
large, and he dare venture to kill and devour 
ſeveral other kinds of fiſh : he hasa hook*t or 
hog back, which is armed with ſharp and ſtiff 
briſtles, and all his skin armed or covered over 
with thick, dry,hard ſcales, and hath (which 
few other Fiſh have )) two Fins on his back: 
He is fo bold, that he will invade one of his 
own kind, which the Pike will not do fo wil- 
lingly, and, you may therefore ealily believe 
him to be a bold biter. 

The Pearch is of great cfteem in Italy faith 
Aldrovandus, and eſpecially the leaſt arc there 
eſteemed a dainty diſh. And Geſner prefers 
the Pearch and Pike above the Trowt, or any 
freſh-water-Fiſh : he fays the Germans have 
this Proverb, More wholſom thau a Pearch of 


£4 Rhine:and he ſays the River-Pearcy is ſo whol- 


ſom, that Phyſicians allow him to be eaten by 
wound- 


tl, 
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wounded men or by men in Feavers,or by Wo- 
men in Child-bed, 

He ſpawns hut once a year, and is by Phyft- 
cians held very nutritive: yet by many to be 
hard of digeſtion : They abound more in the 
River Poe and in Englend ( fays Roxdblitins ) 
than other parts,and have in their brain a ſtone, 
which is in forraign parts ſold by Apothecaries, 
being there noted to be very medicinable a- 
gainſt the ſtone in the reins: Theſe be a part 
of the commendations which ſome Philoſo- 
phical brains have beſtowed upon the freſh-wa- 
ter Pearch : yet they commend the Sea-Pearch, 
which is known by having but one fin on his 
back ( of which they ſay, we Engliſh ſee but 
afew) to be a much better fiſh. 

The Pearch grows ſlowly, yet will grow, as 
I have been credibly informed, to be almoſt 
two foot long 3 for an honeſt informer told me, 
ſuch a one was not long ſince taken by Sir Abra- 
bam Williams,a Gentleman of worth,and a Bro- 
ther of the Angle ( that yet lives, and I wiſh 
he may: ) this was a deep bodied Fiſh: and 
doubtleſs durſt have devoureda Pike of half 
his own length : for I have told you,he is a bold 
Fiſh, ſuch a one as but for extreme hunger,the 
Pike will not devour : for to affright the Pike 
and fave himſelf, the Pearch will ſet up his fins, 
much like as a Twrkie-Cock, will ſometimes ſet 
up: his tail. 

O 4 But, 


But, my Scholar, the Pearch is not only vali- 
ant to defend himſelf, but he is(as T faid )a bold 
biting fiſh, yet he will not bite at all ſeaſons 
of the year 3- he is very abſtemious in Winter, 
yet will bite then in the midſt of the day if it be 
warm': and note that all Fiſh bite beſt 'about 
the midſt of a warm day in Winter,and he hath 
been obſerved by ſome; not uſually to bite till 
the Mxlberry-tree buds 3 that is to fay, till ex- 
treme froſts be paſt' the Spring; for when 
the Mxlberry-tree bloſſoms,many Gardners ob- 
ſerve their forward fruit to be paſt the danger 
of Froſts,and ſome have made the like obſerva- 
tion of the Pearches biting. | 

But bite the Pearch will,and that very bold- 
ly : and as one has wittily obſerved, if there be 
twenty or forty in a hole, they may be at one 
ſanding all catch'd one after another 3 they be- 
ing,as he fays,like the wicked of the world,not 
afraid though their fellows and companions 
periſh in their ſight. And you may obſerve, that 
they are not like the ſolitary Pike, but loveto 
accompany one another, and march together in 
frooPs, ' 
And the baits for this bold Fiſh 
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er | are not many Imean, he will bite as well at- 
a | fome, or at any of theſe three,as at any,or all o- 

thers whatſoever : a Worm,a Minnow,or a little 
ld. || Frog ( of which you may find many in hay- 
Xe time ) and of worms,the Dunghil-worm called 
xx || a Brandling I take to be beſi,being well ſcow- 
Ce cd in Moſs or Fennel; or he will bite at a 


It worm that lies under a cow-turd with a blewiſh 

5 head. And if you rove for a Pearch with» a [| 
it | Minnow, then it is beſt to be alive,you ſticking [| 
O your hook through his back-ftinz or a Minnow I 


n with the hook in his upper lip, and letting him 'l 
| ſwim up and down about mid-water,or a little | 
lower, and you ſtill keeping him to about that ' 
depth,by a Cork,which ought not to be a very '< 
little one : and the like way you are to Fiſh for 4 | 
the Pearch, with a ſmall trog,your hook being if 
falined through the skin of his leg, towards the 
upper part ot it; And laſtly, 1 will give _ 

ue 


CO 


but this advice, that you give the Pearch time 
enough when he bites, for there was ſcarce e- 
ver any Angler that has given him too much, 
And now I think beſi to reſt my ſelf.tor I haye 
2lmoſt ſpent my ſpirits with talking [o long, 

Venet. Nay,good Malter, one fiſh more, for 
you ſee it rains ſtill, and you know our Angles 
are like mony put to uſury z; they may thrive 
though we fit till and do nothing but talk and 
- enjoy one another. Come,come the other fiſh, 
good Maſter. | 

Piſc. But Scholar, have you nothing to mix 
with this diſcourſe, which now grows both 
tedious and tircfom ? ſhall I have nothing 
from you that ſeem to have both a gaod me- 
mory, and a chearful Spirit ? 
" Ven. Yes,Maſter,I will ſpeak you a Copy of 
Verſes that were made by Doctor Donne, and 
made to ſhew the world that he could make ſoft 
and ſmooth Verſes when he thought ſmoothneſs 
worth his labour 3 and I love them the better, 
becauſe they allude to Rivers, and tiſh and tiſh- 
ing» They be theſe: 


Come live with me,and be my Love, 
And we will ſome new pleaſures prove, 
Of golden ſands, and Chryſtal brooke, 
With filken lines, andfilver books. 
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There will the River whiſpering run, 
Warm'd by thy eyes more than the Sun ; 
And there the enamel 4d fiſh will tay, 
Begging themſelves they may betray. 


When thou wilt ſwim in that live bath, 1 | 
Each fiſh, which every channel hath, F 
Moſt amoronſly to thee will ſwim, } 
Gladder to catch thee than thou him, | 
| 


If thou, to be ſo ſeen, beeſt loath 

By Sun or Moon thou darkneſt both, 
And if mine eyes bave leave to ſee, | 
Tneed not their light having thee, i 


Let others freeze with Angling reeds, 
Andcut their legs with ſhels and weeds, | 


Or treacherouſly poor fiſh beſet, 
With ftrangling ſnares or windowy net. 'F 


Let courſe bold hands, from ſlimy neſt, # | 
The bedded fiſh in banks outwreſt, h 
L et curious Traytors ſleave filk, flies, 'F 
To'witch poor wandring fiſhes eyes. | 

| | 


For thee, thou needjt no ſuch deceit , F | 
For thou thy ſelf art thine own bait : i 
That fiſh that is yot catcht thereby, ſo 

' Is wiſer far , alas, thanlT. 
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ok Well remembred , honeſt Scholar, I 
thank you for theſe choice Verſes, which I have 
heard formerly , but had quite forgot, till they 
were recovered by your happy memory. Well, 
being I have now reſted my ſelf a little , I will 
make you ſome requital , by tclling you ſome 
obſervations of the Eel , for it rains ſtill, and 
becauſe ( as you ſay )our Angles are as mony 
put to Uſe that thrives when we play, therefore 


we'l fit ſtill and enjoy our ſelves a little longer 
under this beney-ſuckle-bedg. 


CHAP, XIII. 


Obſervations of the Eel, and other fiſh that 
want ſcales, and how to fiſh for them. 


Ic. It is agreed by moſt men, that the Ee! 

is a moſt daintic hſh 3 the Romans have c- 
ſteemed her the Helena of their feaſts, and 
ſome The Buren of palat pleaſure, But moſt 
men differ about their breeding: ſome ſay 
they breed by generation as other fiſh do, and 
others, that they breed ( as ſome worms 
do_) ofmud, as Rats and Mice , and many 
ther living creatures are bred in Egypt , by the 
Suns 
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Suns heat when it ſhines upon the overflowing 
of the River Nilus : or out of the putrefaQion 
of the carth , and divets other wayes. Thoſe 
that deny them to breed by generation as other 
fiſh do; ask: if any man ever ſaw an Eel 
to have a Spawn or Melt ? and they are an- 
ſwered , that they may be as certain of their 
breeding as if they had ſeen Spawn : for they 
ſay , that they are certain that Eels have all 
parts fit for generation , like other fiſh , but 
fo ſmall as not to be eaſily diſcerned , by reaſon 
of their fatneſs , but that diſcerned they may 


be , and that the He and the She Eel may be 


diſtinguiſhed by their fins. And Rondeliting 
ſaies, he has ſeen Eels cling together like Dew+ 
worms. 

And others ſay, that Eels growing old 
breed other Eels out of the corruption of their 
own age , which Sir Francis Bacon ſayes , cx- 
ceeds not ten years. And others fay , that as 
Pearls are made of glutinous dew-drops , 
which are condenſed by the Suns heat in thoſe 
Countries, fo Eels are bred of a particular 
dew falling in the months of May or June ort 
the banks of ſome particular Ponds or Rivers 
C apted by nature for that end ) which in a 
few daycs are by the Suns heat turned intoEels, 
and ſome of the Ancients have called the Eels 
that are thus bred , The Off-ſpring of Jove, 1 
have (cen in the beginning of Zely , in a River 
not 


198 
not far from Canterbury , ſome parts of it 
covered over with young Eels,about the thick- 
neſs of a ſtraw ; and theſe Eels did lie on the 
top of that water, as thick as motes are ſaid to 
be inthe Sun: and I have heard the like of 0» 
ther Rivers,as namely in Severs, (where they 
are called Telvers )and ina pond or mere near 
unto Stefford-ſire, where about a ſet time in 
Summer, ſuch ſmall Eels abound ſo much,that 
many of the poorer ſort of people, that inha- 
bit near to it take ſuch Eels out of this Merr, 
with ſieves or ſheets, and make a kind of Eel- 
cake of them, and cat it like as Bread, And 
Geſner quotes venerable Bede to ſay, that in 
England there is an Ifland called Ely, by reaſon 
of the innumerable number of Eels that breed 
in it. But that Eels may be bred as ſome 
worms, and ſome kind of Bees and Waſps are, 
cither of dew, or out of the corruption of the 
earth, ſcems to be made probable by the Bar- 
wacles and young Goſlings bred by the Suns 
heat, and the rotten planks of an old Ship, and 
hatched of trees 3 both which are related for 
truths by Dubartas and Lobel, and alſo by our 
learned Cambden, and laborious Gerard in his 
Herbal, | 

It is ſaid by Rondelitinzs, that thoſe Eels 
that are bred in Rivers that relate to,or be nea- 
xer £0 the Sea, never return to the freſh waters 
(as the Salmon docs always deſire to do.) when 
they 
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they have once taſted the ſalt water 3 and Ido 
the more eaſily believe this, becauſe I am cer» 
tain that powdered Beef is a moſt excellent 
bait to catch an Eel : and though Sir Frencir 
Bacon will allow the Eels life to be but ten 
years 3 yet he in his Hiſtory of Life and Death, 
mentions a Lamprey belonging to the Roman 
Emperour to be made tame,and ſo kept for al» 
moſt threeſcore years : and that ſuch uſeful and 
pleaſant obſervations were made of this Lam- 
prey, that Craſſus the Orator (who kept her ) 
lamented her Death. And we read (in: Do- 
Qor Hackwel) that Hortenſins was (cen to weep 
at the death of a Lemprey that he had kept 
long, and loved exceedingly. 

It is granted by all, or moſt men, that Eels, 
for about ſix months (that is to ſay, the fix 
cold months of the year) ſtir not up and down, 
neither in the Rivers,nor in the Pools in which 
they uſually are, but get into the ſoft earth or 
mud, and there many of them cogether bed 
themſelves, and live without feeding upon any 
thing (as I have told you ſome Swallows have 
been obſerved to doin hollow trees for thoſe 
ſix cold months: ) and this the Eel and Swal- 
low do,as not being able to endure winter wea- 
ther : For Geſuer quotes Alberts ,to ſay, that 
in the year 1125.{that years winter being more 


cold than uſually) Eels did by natures inftin& 4 


get out of the water into a fiack of hay in a 
Mcadow 


Mcadow upon dric ground, and there bedded 
themſelves, but yet at laſt a froſt kill'd them: 
And our Cambd:n relates, that in Lancaſhire 
Fiſhes were dig'd out of the earth withSpades, 
where no water vas near to the place. I ſhall 
fay little more of the Eel, but that, as it is ob- 
ſerved he is impatient of cold ; ſoit hath been 
obſerved,that in warm weather an Eel has been 
known to live five days out of the water. 

And laſtly, lee me tell you that ſome curi- 
ous ſearchers into the natures of Fiſh, obferve 
that there be ſeveral forts or kinds of Eels, as 
the ſilver Eel, and green or greeniſh Eel ( with 
which the River of Thames abounds,and thoſe 
are called Grigs;) and a blackiſp Eel, whoſe 
head is more flat and bigger than ordinary 
Eels; and alſo an Eel whoſe Fins are reddiſh, 
and but ſeldom taken in this Nation, (and yet 
taken ſometimes: ) Theſe ſeveral kinds of Eel: 
are (ſay ſome) diverily bred, as namely, out of 
the corruption of the carth, and ſome by dew, 
and other ways, (as I have ſaid to you:) and 
yet it is affirmed by ſome for a certain, that the 
filver Eel is bred by generation , but not by 
Spawning as other Fiſh do, but that her brood 
come alive from her, being then little live Eels 
no bigger nor longer than a pin and I have 
had too many teſtimonies of - this to doubt the 
truth of it my ſelf, and if I thought it needtul 
I mjght prove it , but I china it is needlcls. : 
An 
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And this Ecl of which I have ſaid fo much 
to you , may becaught with divers kinds of 
Baits : as namely with powdered Beef,with a 
Lob or Garden-worm, with a Minnow, or gut of 
a Hen,Chicken or the guts of any Fiſh, 'or with 
almoſt any thing, for he is. a greedy Fiſh 3 but 
the Eel may be caught eſpecially with a little, 
a very little Lamprey which ſome call a Pride, 
and may inthe hot months be found many of 
them in the River Thames, and in many mud- 
heaps in other Rivers, yea,almoſt as uſually as 
one finds worms in a dunghill. 

| Next note, that the Eel ſeldom ſtirs in the 
day, but then hides himſelf, and therefore he 
is uſually caught by night with one of theſe 
baits of which I have ſpoken, and may be then 
caught by laying; hooks,which you are to faften 
to the bank or twigs of a tree or by throwing 
a ſtring croſs the ſtream with many hooks at it, 
and thoſe baited with the aforcfaid Baits,and 2 
clod,or plummet,or ſtone, thrown into the Ri- 
ver with this line,that fo you may in the morns 
ing find it near to ſome fixt place,and then take 
it up with a Drag-hook or otherwiſc:but theſe 
things are indeed too common to be ſpoken of, 
and an hours fiſhing with any Angler will teach 
you better,both for theſe and many other com- 
mon things in the praftical part of Angling, 
than a weeks diſcourſe. I ſhall therefore con- 
c:ude this direRion for taking the Eel, by tel- 
P ling 
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ling you, that in a warm day in Summer I 
have taken many a good Eel by ſnigling 
-= have been much pleaſed with that 
port. 

And becauſe you that are but a youngAng- 
ler know not what fnigling is, I will now teach 
it to you. You remember I to}d you that Eels 
do not uſually tir in the day time, for then 
they hide thernfelves under ſome covert, or un- 
der boards or planks about Flood-gates, or 
Weires,or Mills, or in holes in the River banks; 
fo that you obſerving your time in a warm 
day,when the water is loweft,may take a ſtrong 
ſmall hook tied to a ftrong line, or toa tri 
about a yard long, and then into one of the 
holes, or between any boards about a Mill, or 
under any greatſione or plank, or any place 
where you think an Eel may hide or ſhelter 
her ſelf, you may with the help of a ſhort 
Rick put in your bait, but leaſurely, and as far 
as'you may conveniently : and it is fcarce to 
be doubted. but that if there be an Eel within 
the ſight of it, the Ecl will bite inſtantly, and 


— 


as certainly gorge it : and you need not doubt 


to have him if you pull him not out of the 
hole too quickly , but pyll him out by degrees, 
for he lying folded double in his hole, will with 
the helpof his tail break all, unlefs you give 
him time to be wearicd with pulling, and 
ſo get him outby degreesz not pulling too 
hard. And 
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-' And to commute for your patient hearing . 


this long DireQion I ſhalt next tel} you how to * 
thake this EEL | 


« moſt excellent diſh of meat : Te SR * 

Firſft, waſh bim in water and ſalt then pull of 
bis ckin below bis vent or navel, and not much 
further : having done that, take out bis guts as 
clean as you can, but waſh bim not : then give 
bim three or four ſcotches with a knife, and then 
put into bis belly and thoſe ſcotches, ſweet berbs 
an Anchovy, and a little Nutmeg grated or cut 
very ſmall , and your herbs and Anchovis muſt 
alſo be cut very ſmall, and mixt with good but- _ 


 terand ſalt;having done this then pull his chin 


over bim all but bis bead , which you are to 
cxt off,to the end you may tie bis skin about that 
part where his bead grew , and it muſt be ſo 
tyed as to keep all bis moiſture within bis skin; 
and baving done this, tie bim with Tape or Pack- 

| =”. ay 
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tbred to 8 ſpit, and roft him leaſurely, and bafte 
hine with water and ſalt till bis kin breaks,aid 
then with Butter : and baving rofted him enough, 
let what was put into bis belly,and what be drips 
be bis ſawce. 

S.F. 


When go to drefs an Ec] thus, I wiſh he 
were as long and big,as that which was caught 
in Peterborough River in the year 1667. which 
wasa yard and three quarters long, If you will 
not believe me ? thengo and ſee at one of the 
Coffee-bouſes in King-ſtreet in Weſtminſter, 

But now let me tell you;that though the Eel 
thus dreſt benot only excellent good, but more 
Harmfeſs than any other way, yet it is certain, 
that Phyſicians account the Eel dangerous 
meat 3 EF will adviſe you therefore, as Solomoy 
fays of Honey, Prov.25. Haſt thox found it, eat 
#0 more than is ſufficient, leſt thou ſurfeit, for it is 
#0t good to eat much boney. And let me add this 
that the uncharitable 1:alian bids us,Give Eels, 
and no wine to our Exemies. 

And I will beg a little more of your atten- 
tion to tell you that Aldrovandus and divers 
Phyficidns commend the Eel very-much for 
medicine though not for meat. But let me 
tell you one obſervation ; That the Ect is ne- 
ver out of ſeaſon, as Troxts and moſt other fiſh 
are (et time, at leaſt moſt Eels are not. 
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I might here ſpeak of many otherFiſh whoſe 
ſhape and nature are much like the Ecl, and 
frequent both the Seg and freſh Riverszas name- 
ly the Lamprel,the Lemprey and the Lamperne: 
as alſo of the mighty Conger, taken often in 
Sever , about Glocefter 3 and might alſo tell 
in what high eſteem many of them are for the 
curioſity of their taſte but theſe are not fo 
proper to be talk*d of by me,becauſe they make 
us Anglers no ſport, therefore I will let them 
alone as the Jews do, to whom they are forbid- 
den by their Law. 

And Scholar, there is alſo a Flounder, a Sea- 
fiſh, which will wander very far into freſh Ri- 
vers,and there loſe himſelf,and dwell and thrive 


' toa hands breadth, and almoſt twice ſo longa 


fiſh without ſcales, and moſt excellent meat, 
and afiſh that affords much ſport to the Ang- 
ler, with any ſmall worm, but eſpecially a lit- 
tle blewiſh worm, gotten out of Marſh ground 
or Meadows, which ſhould be well ſcowred, but 
this though it be moſt excellent meat, yet it 
wants ſcales, and is as I told you therefore an 
abomination to the Jews. 

But Scholar, there is a fiſh that they in Lax- 
caſhire boaſt very much of, called a Cher, taken 
there, (and I think there only) in a Mere called 
WWinander Mere z a Mere, fays Cambden, that 
is the largeſt in this Nation, being ten miles in 
length,and ſome ſay as ſmooth in the bottom * 
P 3 i 


if jt werepaved with poliſht marble : this fiſh 
never exceeds fifteen or fixteeninches in length; 
and * tis ſpotted like a Trowt, and has ſcarce a 
bone but on the back: but this, though I do 
not know whether it make the Angler ſport, 
yet I would have you take notice of it, becauſe 
it is a rarity, and of fo high eſteem with per- 
ſons of great note. 

Nor would I have you ignorant of a rare fiſh 
called a Guiniad,of which I ſhall tell you what 
Cambden, and others ſpeak. The River Deg 
(which runs by Cheſter) ſprings in Merioneth- 
ſhire, and as it runs toward Cheſter it 
runs through Pemble-Mere , which is a large 
water : And it is obſerved, that though the 
River Dee abounds with Selmon ,and Pemble- 
Mere with the Gminiad , yet there is never 
any Salmon caught in the Mere,nor a Guiniad 


in the River. And now my next obſcryation 
ſhall be of the Barbef, | 
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CHAP. XIV: 


Obſervations of the Barbel, and direFions 
how to fiſh for him. 


ISC. The Barbel is ſo called (ſays Geſner ) 
by reaſon of his Barb or Wattels at his 
mouth, which are under his noſe or chaps. He 
is one of thoſe leather-mouthedFiſhes that I told 
you of, that does very ſeldom break his hold if 
he be once hook'd : but he is fo firong,that he 
will often break both rod or line if he proves 
to be a big one. 

But the Barbel,though he be of a fine ſhape, 
and looks big, yet he is not accounted the beſt 
fiſh to eat, neither for his wholſomneſs nor his 
taſte: But the Male is reputed much better than 
the Female, whoſe Spawn is very hurtful, as I 
will preſently declare to you, 

They flock together like ſheep,and areatthe 
worſt in April, about which time they Spawn, 
but quickly grow to be in ſcaſon, He is able to 
live in the ſtrongeſt ſwifts of the Water, and in 
Summer they love the ſhalloweſi and ſharpeſt 
ſireams 5 and love to lurk under weeds, and 
to feed on gravel againſt a riſing ground, and 
will root and dig in the ſands with his noſe like 
a hog, and there neſis himſelf : yet ſometimes 

P 4 he 


he retires to deep and ſwift Bridges, or Flood- 


gates, or Weires, where he will neſt himſelf 


amongſt piles, or in hollow places,and take ſuch 
Hold of moſs or weeds, that be the water ne- 
ver'{o ſwift, it is not able to force him from the 
place that he contends for. This is his conſtant 
cuſtom in Summer, when he and moſt livin 
creatures ſport themſelves in the Sun,but at the 
approach of Winter, then he forſakes the ſwift 
ſtreams and ſhallow waters, and by degrees re- 
tires to thoſe parts of the River that are quiet 
and deeper ; in which places (and I think a- 
bout that time) he Spawns, and as I have for- 
merly told you, with the help of the Melter, 
Hides his Spawnor eggs in holes, which they 
both dig in the gravel , and then they mutual- 
ly labour to cover it with the ſame ſand,to pre- 
yent it from being devoured by other iſh, 
There be ſuch ſtore of this fiſh in the River 
Danebie,that Rondelitins ſays,they may in ſotne 
places of it, and in ſome months of the year, 
be taken by thoſe that dwell near tothe River, 
with their hands, cight or ten load at a time; 
he ſays, they begin to be good in May, and that 
they ceaſe to befo in Auguſt , but it is found to 
be otherwiſe in this Nation : but thus far we 
agree with him, that the Spawn of a Barbel, if 
it be not poiſon as he ſays, yet that it is dange- 
xous meat, and eſpecially in the month of May; 
which is ſa ccrtain, that Geſner and Gaſius de- 
6 TN | oF, clarc 
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clare, it had anill effe& upon them even to the 
endangering of their lives. ' 

- This fiſh is of a fine caſt and handſome ſhape, 
with ſmall ſcales, which are plac'd after a moſt 
exact and curious manner, | 
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and,as I told you, may be rather ſaid not to bg 
ill, than to be good meatz the Chub and he 
have (Ithink) both loſt part of their credit 
by ill cookery, they being reputed the worſt or 
courſeſt of freſh-water-fiſh ; but the Barbel 
affords an Angler choice ſport,being a luſty and 
a cunning Fiſh : ſoluſty and cunning as to en- 
danger the breaking of the Anglers line, by 
running his head forcibly towards any covert, 
or hole,or bank : and then firiking at the line, 
to break it off with his tail (as is obſerved by 
Plutarch, in his Book de induſtria animalium) 
and alſo ſo cunning to nibble and ſuck off your 
worm cloſe to the hook,and yet avoid the let- 


ting 
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my the hook come into his mouth. 

he Barbel isalſo curious for his baits, that is 
to ſay, that they beclean and ſweet 3 that is to 
fay,to have your worms well ſcowred,and not 
kept in ſowre and muſty maſs,for he is a curi- 
ous feeder 3 but at a well-ſcowred Lob-worm, 
he will bite as boldly as at any bait,and ſpeci- 
ally, if the night or two before you fiſh for him, 
you ſhall bait the places where you intend to 
fiſh for him with big worms cut into pieces ; 
and note, that none did ever over-bait the 
place, nor fiſh too early or too late for a Bar- 
bel. And the Barbel will bite alſo at Gentles, 
which Cnot being too much ſcowred,but green) 
are achoice bait tor himz and ſo is cheeſe, which 
Is not to be too hard, but kept a day or two in 
a wet linnen cloth to make it tough : with this 
you may alſo bait the water a day or two before 
you fiſh for the Barbel,and be much the likelier 
to catch ſtore : aud if the cheeſe were laid in 
clarified honey a ſhort time before (as namely, 
an hour or two ) you were ſtill the likelier to 
catch Fiſh: forme have dire&ed to cut the 
cheeſe into thin pieces, and toaſt it, and then 
tie it on the hook with fine filk : and ſome ad- 
viſe to tiſh for the Barbe] with Sheeps tallow 
and ſoft cheeſe beaten or work*d into a Paſte, 
and that it is choicely good in Azg{t, and I 
believe it : but doubtleſs the Lob-worm well 
fcowred, and the Gentle not too much n_ 
Icds 
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red, and cheeſe ordered as 1 have directed, are 


| baits enough, and I think will ſerve in any 


month 3 though I ſhall commend any Angler 
that tries concluſions, and is induſtrious to ime» 
prove the Art. And now,my honeſt Scholar, 
the long ſhower, and my tedious diſcourſe are 
both ended together : and I ſhall give you but 
this Obſervation, that when you fiſh for a Bare 
bel, your Rad and Line be both long, and of 
good ſtrength, for ( as I told you ) you will 
hnd him a heavy and a dogged fiſh to be dealt 
withall, yet he ſeldom or neyer breaks his hold 
if he be once ftucken. And if you would know 
more of fiſhing for. the Vmber or Barbel,get in- 
to favour with Doctor Sb2/don, whoſe skill is 
above othersz and of that the Poor that dwell 
about him have a comfortable experience. 

And now lets go and ſec what intereſt the 
Trouts will pay us for letting our Angle-rods 
lie ſo long, and fo quietly inthe water for their 
uſe. Come, Scholar, which will you take up? 

Ven. Which you think fit, Maſter. 

Piſce, Why, you ſhall take up thatifor I am 
certain by viewing the Line, it hasa Fiſh atit. 
Look you, Scholar : well done. Come now, 
take up the other tooz well, now you may tell 
my brother Peter at night,that you have caught 
a leaſh of Trouts this day, And now lets move 
toward our lodging,” and drink a draught of 
Red-Cows Milk, as we go, and give pretty 
Maudlin 


Tronts for their ſupper. 

Venat. . Maſter,1 like your motion very well 
and I think.it is now about milking time, and 
yonder they be at it. 

Piſce. God ſpeed you, good woman, I thank 
you both for our Songs laſt night 3 I and my 
companion have had ſuch fortyne a fiſhing this 
day, that we reſolve togive you and Maudlir 
a brace of Trowts for ſupper, and we will now 
taſt a draught of your Ked-Cows milk, 

Milkw.' Marry, and that you ſhall with all 
my heart, and I will be ſtill your debtor when 
you come this way: if you will but ſpeak the 
word, I will make you a good S:/labwb,of new 
Verjuice, and then you may fit down in a hay- 
cock and cat it, and Maxdlin ſhall fit by and 
ſing you the good old Song of the Hunting in 
Chevy Chaſe, or ſome other good Ballad, for 
ſhe hath good ſtore of them; Mawdlin,my ho- 
neſt Maudlix hath a notable memory, and ſhe 
thinks nothing too good for you, becauſe you 
be ſuch honeſt men, | 

Venat, We thank you, and intend once in a 
menth to call upon you again, and give you a 
lictle warning, and ſo good night: good night 
Maudlin. And now, good Maſfter, lets loſe 
no time but tell me ſomewhat more of Fiſh- 
ing,and if you pleaſe, firſt ſomething of Fiſhing 
for a —_— E 

Piſc, T will, honeſt Scholar. CHAP, 
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CH AP, RXV. 


Obſervations of theGudgion,zhe Ruffe «nd 
the Bleak, and how to fiſh for them. 


= E Gudgion is reputed a Fiſh of excel- 
lent taſt , and to be very wholſom-: 
he is of a fine ſhape, of a filver colour, and 
beautified with black ſpots both on his body 
and tail, He breeds two or three times in the 
year, and always in Summer. He is commend- 
ed for a Fiſh of excellent nouriſhment : the 
Germans call him Groundling, by reaſon of 
his feeding on the ground: and he there feaſts 
himſelf in ſharp ſtreams, and on the grave), He 
and the Barbel both feed ſo, and do not hunt 
for fliesat any time, as moſt other Fiſhes do : 
he is an excellent fiſh to enter a young Angler, 
being eafie to be taken with a ſmall red worm, 
on or very near to the ground. He is one 
of thoſe leather-mouthed fiſh that has his 
teeth in his throat, and will hardly be loſt off 
from the hook if he be once ſtucken; they 
be uſually ſcattered up and down every River 
in the ſhallows, in the heat of Summer: but 
in Autumn, when the weeds begin to grow 
ſowr or rot, and the weather colder, then they 
gather together, and get into the deeper p_ 
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$14 
of the water: and are *to be Fiſhed for 
there, with your hook always touching the 
ground, if you Fiſh fot him with a flote, or 
with a cork : But many will Fiſh for the Gud- 
gion by hand, with a —_— line upon the 
ground, without a cork, as a Trowt is fiſhed for, 
and it is anexcellent way, if you have a gentle 
rod and as genitle a hand. 

There is alſo another Fiſh called a Pope, and 
by ſome a Raffe,a Fiſh that is not known to be 
in ſome Rivers , he is much like the Pearch for 
his ſhape, and tak:n to be better than the 
Pearch, but will not grow to be bigger than a 
Gndgion 3 he is an excellent Fiſh, no Fiſh that 
ſwims is of a pleafanter taſt, and he isalſocx- 
cellent to enter a young Angleryfor he isa gree- 
dy biter;and they will uſually lie abundance of 
them together in one reſerved place where the 
water is deep, and runs quietly 3 and an calc 
Angler, if he has found where they lie, may 
catch forty or fifty,or ſometimes twice ſo many 
at a ſtanding. 

You muli Fiſh for him with a ſmall rcd- 
worm, and if you bait the ground with earth,it 
is excellent. 

There is alſo a Bleak, or treſh-water-Sprat,a 
Fiſh that is ever in motion, and therefore call- 
ed by ſome the River-Swallow ; for juſt as you 
ſhall obſerve the Swallow to be molt evenings 


in Summer, ever in motion, making ſhort and 
quick 
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quick turns when he flies to catch Flies in the 
air ( by which he lives _) fo does the Bleak at 
the top of the water- Auſonims would have hin 
called Bleak, from his whitiſh colour : his back 
is of a pleaſant ſad or Sea-water-green,his belly 
white and ſhining as the Mountain-ſnow : and 
doubrleſs though he have the fortune ( which 
vertue has in poor people) to be neglected,yet 
the Bleak ought ro be much valued, though we 
want Allamot ſalt, and the skill that the 1tali- 
#ns have to turn them into Anchovis. This fiſh 
may be caught with a Pater-nofter line, thatis, 
fix or eight very ſmall hooks tyed along the line 
one halt a foot above the other: I have ſeen five 
caught thus at one time, and the bait has been 
Gentles, than which none is better, 

Or this fiſh may be caught witha fine ſmall 
artiticial flie, which is to be of a very fad,brown 
colour, and very ſmall, and the hook anſwera- 
ble. There is no better ſport than whippin 
for Bleaks ina boat, or ona bank in the (witt 
water in a Summers evening, with a Hazle top 
about five or fix foot long, and a line twice the 
length of the Rod,I have heard Sir Henry Wor- 
ton ſay, that there be many that in Traly will 
catch Swallows fo, or eſpecially Martins ( this 
Bird-angler ſtanding on the top of a Steeple to 
do it, and with a line twice fo long as I have 
ſpoken of : ) And let me tell you, Scholar, that 
both Martins and Bleaks be moi excellent meat. 
And 
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And let me tell you, that I have known a 
Herz that did conftantly frequent one place, 
caught with a hook baited with a big Minnow 
or a {mall Gudgion. The line and hook muſt be 
ſtrong, and tied to ſome looſe ſtaff ſo big as ſhe 
cannot flie away with it, a line not exceeding 
two Yards. 


CHAP, XVI. 

Is of mothing;or that which i nothing worth. 
MI* purpoſe was to give you ſome dirc- 
&ions concerning Koach and Dace,and 
fome other inferiour Fiſh, which make the An- 
gler excellent ſport, for you know there is 
more pleaſure in Hunting the Hare than in cat- 
ing her : but I will forbear at this time to ſay 
any more, becauſe you ſee yonder come our 
brother Peter and honeſt Coridox : but I will 
promiſe you, that as you and 1 fiſh and walk 
to morrow towards London, if I have now for- 
gotten any thing that I can then remember, I 

wl!l not keep it from yous _ 
Well met, Gentlemen, this is lucky that we 


meet {© juſt together at this very door. Come 
Hoſteſs, 
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HoſteBs;;. whete/' are-you? 'is; Supper. ready, 2. 
come, firſt give us drink,and be as quick as you, 
can, for 1 believe we are all very. hupgry. Well 
brother Peter and Coridon, to you both 4, come: 
drink, - and then tell me what luck, of fiſh: we. 
two have caught but ten Trouts, of which my 
Scholar caught three 3 look here's eight, and a. 
brace we gave away : we have had a moſt plea- 
ſant day for fiſhing'and talking; andare return- 
ed home both weary and hungry,and now meat 
and reſt vvill be>pleaſant..\;.-\1 io '\- & _ 

Pet. and Coridoy.and I'have.got. had an un- 
pleaſant day, and yet I have: caught but five 
Trouts : for indeed we went £0! 8:;go00d honeſt 
Ale-houſe, and there we plajd at Shovel-board 
half the dayzall the time that\i&:raived we were 
there, and as merry as they that. fiſhed, and I 
am glad we are now with a dry houſe over our 
heads, for hark how it-raits-and-/blows.. Come 
Hoſteſs, give us more Ale,and our ſupper with 
vyhat haſte you mayzand-vvhen yve have ſup'd 
let us have your Song, Piſcetor,  a3nd'the Catch 
that your Scholar-promiſed us,. or clſe Coridow 
will be-dogged..; (i+- 1 ann ds + 6 

Piſc. Nay, I vvill not be. vvorſe than my 
yvord, you (hall not vyant my.Song,and T hope 
I ſhall be perfe&tin its}; +. 1» 

Venat. And I hopethelike- for my Catch, 
vvhich I have ready too,. and therefore lets go 
merrily to ſupper, and then _ agentle touch 

oP at 
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af finging enddrinking': but the laſt vvith mo» * 


deration.-' | 


| Cor.- Corne,now for your Song; for we have 
ſe heartily. Come Hoſteſs, lay- a few more 
ſticks: -on the fire,and novv ſing vyhen you vvill, 
{'Piſe,” Well then, hete's & to'you Coridon;and 


mow for my Song, 


Ob the gallant Fiſhers life, 
Tofu is Need of 
Ju As 04] 1vre. Ie, 
ETC; {wean oi, 


a {for wr it 
© -  Hhppelds 1b AH, 
'»)-Duet content coor I pleafore. I 


AM Ie a working #hwe riſe, 
-'- Ere Auronra's peeping,  ' 
-  Drinhatrpto waſh oureyer, 
Leave the Jager ſeepinge OI 
BP, Then we 415 | 
to and fro, - 
with our nacks 
at our backs, 1), 
to ſuch freams 
a+ dbe Thatnes, 
if we bave dhe leajure. 


Chep. 15.The Compleat Angler. 
| Iſhen we pleaſe to walk, abroad 
For our recreation, 
| In the fields is our abode, 
Full of delefation. 
IWhere in a brook 
with a hook,, 
or & Lake, 
fiſh we rake, 
there we ſix, 
for a bit, 
till we fiſh entangle. 


We have Gentles in a horn, 
IWe bave paſte and worms t00, 
We can watch both night and morn. 
Suffer rain and ſtorms too : | 
None do here 
uſe to ſwear, 
| oaths do fray 
| fiſh away, 
we ſit ftill, 
| and watch our quill; 
Fiſhers muſt not wrangle. 


If the Suns exceſſive heat 
Make our bodies ſwelter, 
To an Oſier bedge we get 
For a friendly ſhelter, 
Where in a dike 
Pearch or Pike. 
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Roach or Dace. 
we do chaſe, 
Bleak or Gudgion 
without grudgrng, 
we are ſtill contented, 


Or we ſometimes paſi au bour 
Under a green Willow, 
That defends us from a ſhowre, 
Makzng earth our pillow, 
Where we may 
think and proy, 
before deat 
flops our breath : 
other joys 
are but toys, 
and to be lamented, 


Venat. Well ſung, Maſler, this days fortune 
and pleaſure,and this nights company and ſong, 
do all make me more and more in love with 
Augling. Gentlemen, my Maſter left me alone 
for an hour this day.,and 1 verily believe hereti- 
xed himſelf from talking with-me,that he might 
be ſo perfect in this ſong 3 was it not Maſter ? 

Piſe, Yes indeed , for it is many years ſince 
I learn'd it, and having forgotten a part of it, I 
was forced to patch it up by the help of mine 
own Invention , who am not excellent at Poe- 


cry, 


Jo. Chalkhill. 


| 
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tric, as my part of the ſong may teſtifie : But 
of that I will fay no mere, leſt you ſhould think 
I meanby diſcommending it to beg your com- 
mendations of it. And therefore without repli- 
cations lets hear your Catch, Scholar, which I 
hope will be a good one, for you are both Mu- 
ſical, and have a good fancie to boot. . 

Venat. Marry and that you ſhall, and as free- 
ly as I would have my honeſt Maſter tell me 
ſome more ſecrets of filh and Fiſhing as we 
walk and fiſh towards London to morrow. But 
Maſter, firſt let me tell you, that, that very hour 
which you were abſent from me, Ifate down 
under a Willow-tree by the water fide, and confi- 
dered what you had told me of the Owner of 
that pleaſant Meadow in which you then left 
me 3 that he had a plentiful eſtate, and not a 
heart to think ſo 3 that he had at this time ma- 
ny Law-ſuits depending , and that they both 
damp'd his mirth , and took up ſo much of his 
time and thoughts, that he himſelf had not lei- 
ſure to take the ſweet content that I (who pre- 
tended no title to them,) toak in his fields, for 
I could there fit quietly, and looking on the 
water, ſee ſome Fifhcs ſport themſelves in the 
ſilver ftreams, others, leaping at Flies of ſeveral 
' ſhapes and colourszlooking on the Hills,I could 
behold them ſpotted with Woods and Groves 
looking down the Meadows , could fee herea 
Boy gathering Lillies and Lady-ſmocks and there 
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a Girl cropping Czlverkeyes and Cow-ſlips,all to 
make Garlands ſuitable to this preſent Month 
of May : theſe and many other Field-flowers , 
fo perfumed the Air , that I thought that very 
Meadow like that Field in Sicily (of which Di- 
odorns ſpeaks) where the perfumes ariſing from 
the place, make all Dogs that hunt init, to 
fall off, and to loſe their hotteſt ſent, I ſay, 


 asI thus fate joying in my own happy condi- 


tion', and *pitying this poor rich man, that 
own'd this and many other pleaſant Groves and 
Meadows about me, I did thankfully remem- 
ber what my. Saviour faid , that the meek poſ- 
ſeſs the Earth, or rather , they enjoy what the 
other poſſeſs and enjoy not, for Anglers and 
meek quiet-ſpirited-men, are free —_ thoſe 
high,thofe reftleſs thoughts which corrode the 
ſweets - of life 3 and they , and they only can 
fay as the Poet has happily expreſt it. 


Hail bleſt eftate of lowlineſs ! 

Happy enjoyments of ſuch minds , 

AS rich in ſelf-contentedneſs , 

Cay, like the reeds in rongheſt winds 
By yielding make that blow but ſmall 
At which proud Oaky and Cedars fall. 


There came alfo into my mind at that time, 
certain Verſes in praiſe of a mean eſtate, and an 
humble mind, they were written by Phineas 
- Fletcher: 
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Fleteber-:'an excellent Divine, and an excellent, 
Angler, andthe Author of exgellenc piſcatory- 
Eclogues, in which yay ſhall && the picture of, 
this good mans mind, and I wiſh mine to be 

like it. rn at LES 


No empty bopes, no Courtly fears him fright, 
No begging mants, bis middle fortune bite, 
But ſweet content exiles, hoth miſery and ſpites 


His certain life, that never can deceive him, 
Is full of thouſand ſweets, and rich content ; 
The ſmooth-leav'd beeches in the field receive him, 
With cooleſt ſhade, till noon-tides beat be ſpent : 
His life, is neither toft in boiſterous Seas, 
Or the vexatious world, or loſt in ſlothful eaſe; 
(pleaſe,) 
Pleas'd & full bleft be livie,when be bis God can 


His bed, more ſafe than ſoft,yields quiet PR 
While by bis fide bis faithful Spouſe hath place, 
His little ſon, into his boſom creeps, 
The lively piQure of bis fathers face. 
His humble houſe,or poor tate ne*re torment bim, 
Leſs he could like,if leſs bisGod had lent bim(bim, 
And when he dies,greeu turfs do for a tomb content 


Gentlemen, theſe were a part of the thoughts 
that then poſſeſt me,and I there made a conver- 
fon of a piece of an old Catch, and added more 

Q4 to 


Maſter,” you canfing well, you muſt ling a part 
of it as it is in this-paper. | ” 


Mans life, is but vain: for, "tis ſubjed to pain 
And ſorrow, and ſhort as a bubble; 

*Ti# a. Hodg-poch of buſineſs, and'mony, and care, 
And care, and, mony and trouble,. (fair : 

But tl take nocare,, when the weather proves 
Nor will we vex now tho it rain ; 

We'l baniſh all fer row and ſing till to morrow, 
And Angle, and Angle again, 
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CANTUS, 
Set by Mr. Henry Lawess 
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pain, and revs, and ſhort as a babble; *tis a 


EEE 


hodge podge of buſineſs and money,and care,and 
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| care, and money and trouble. But we'll take no 
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. Pet. I marry Sir, this is Muſick indeed , this 
has cheer'd my heart, and made me to remem- 
her fix Verſes in praiſe of Mulick, which I will 
ſpeak to you inſtantly, 


Myſick,miraculous Rhetorick, that ſpeak'ft ſtnſs 


Without -a tongue, excelling eloquence ; 

With what eaſe might thy errors be excus'd 

Wert thou as truly lov'd as tÞ art abus'd ? 

But though dull ſouls negled,cs ſome reprove thee, 
Icannot hate tbee, *cauſe the Angels love thee. 


Ven, And the repetition of theſe laſt Ver. 
ſes of mulick have calPd to my memory what 
Mr.Ed.Waller (a Lover of the Angle) ſays of 
Love and Mulick. 


Whilſt T liften to thy voice 
( Choris)) I feel my heart decay: 
That powerful voice, 
Calls my fleeting Soul away3 
Oh ! ſuppreſi that magick ſound 
Which deſtreys without @ wound, 


Peace Cloris, peace,or ſinging die, 
That together you and I 
To Heaven may go : 
For all we know 
Of what the bleſſed do above 
. Ir, that they finz, and that they love, 


Piſe. 


4s ee 


—— 
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- Piſc. Well remembred brother Peter, theſe 
Verſes came ſeaſonably,and we thank you hear- 
tily. . Come, we will all joyn together, my Hoſt 
and all,and fing.my Scholars Catch over again, 
and then cach man drink the tother cup and to 
bed, and thank God we have a dry houſe over 
our heads. 

Piſc, Well now, good night to every body, 
Pez. And fo ſay I. 

Ven. And fo fayl. | 

Cor. Good night to you all, and I thank you. 


Piſc. Good morrow brother Peter, and the 
like to you honeſt Coridon: come, my Hoſtels | 


fays there is ſeven ſhillings to pay, let's each 
man drink a pot for his mornings draught, and 
lay down his two ſhillings, that ſo my Hoſteſs 
may not have occalion to repent her (clf of be- 
ing ſo diligent, and uſing us fo kindly. 

Pet. The motion is liked by every body.and 
ſo Hoſteſs, here's your money 3 we Anglers are 
all bcholding to you , it will not be long cre 
F'll fee you again. And now brother Piſcator [ 


wiſh you and my brother your Scholar a w "\p 


day,and good fortune.Come Coridon, this is ou 
Way 


Lu WW” po \w_ 
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CHAP. XVI. | | 


Of Roach and Dace, & bow #0 fiſb for them. S | 
And of Caddis, \ 


JED Good Maſter, as we go now towards c 
Loxdoxn, be ſtill fo courteous as to give 
me more inſtructions, for I have ſeveral boxes 
in my memory, in which I will keep them all 
very ſafe, there ſhall not one of them be loſt. 
' Piſe, Well Scholar, that I will, and I will 
hide nothing from you that I can remember, 
| and can think may help you forward towards 
a perfection in this Artz and becauſe we have ſo | 
much time, and I have faid fo little of Roach | 
and Dace, I will give you ſome directions con- | 
cerning them. / 
Some ſay the Roach is ſo called, from Rwutilus, 


which they ſay, ſignifies red fins: He is a Fiſh 
of no great reputation for his dainty taſte, and 
is Spawn is accounted much better than any 
"other part of him. And you may take notice, | 

that as the Carp is accounted theWater-Fox,for | 
| his cunning; ſo the Roach is accounted the Wa- 
ter-ſheep for his ſimplicity or fooliſhneſs. It is no- 
ted that the Roach and Dace recover ſtrength, 
and grow in ſeaſon in a fortnight after Spaw- 
ning, 


ning, the Barbel and Chub in a month, the Trout 
in four months,and the Salmox in the like time, 
if he gets into-the Sea, and after into freſh wa- 
ter. 

Roacbes be accounted much better in the Ri- 
ver than in a Pond,though ponds uſually breed 
the biggeſt. But there is a kind of baſtard ſmall 
Roach that breeds in ponds with a very forked 
tail, and of a very ſmall ſize, which ſome ſay is 
bred by the Bream and right Roach, and ſome 
Ponds are ftored with theſe beyond belief; and 
knowing-mea that know their difference 
call them Rzds;they differ from the trueRoach 
as much as a Herring from a Pilchard.and theſe 
baftard breed of Keach are now ſcattered in 
many Rivers, but I think not in Thames, which 
I believe affords the largeſt and fattcſt in this 


Nation , eſpecially below Loadon-bridg : the - 


Roch is a leather-mouth'd Fiſh,and has a kind 
of faw-like tecth in his throat, And Taſtly let 
me tel{ you, the Roach makes an Angler excel- 
lent ou , Eſpecially the great Roaches about 


, where 1chink-thcre be the beſt Roach» , 
Anglers,and I think the beſt Trozt-Anglers be. 


in Derby-ſpire, for the waters there are clear to 
an extremity. - 

Next, let me tell you, you ſhall fiſh for this 
Rozcb in Winter with Paſte or Gentles,inAprit 
with worms or Caddiszin the very hot months 
with lictle white ſnails, or with flies under-wa- 
ter, 
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ter, for he ſeldom takes them at the top,though 
the Dace will. In many of the hot months, 
Roaches may alſo be caught thus : Take a May- 
flie or Anz-flie.link him with a little lead to the 
bottom near to the Piles or Poſts of a Bridg,or 
near to any poſts of a Weire, I mean any deep 
place where Roaches lic quietly, and then pult 
your lie up very leiſurely, and uſually a Roach 
will follow your bait to the very top of the wa» 
ter and gaze onit there, and runat it and take 
it leſt the flie ſhould flic away from him. 

-  T have ſeen this done at Windſor and Henly- 
Bridg.and great ſtore of Roach taken; and ſome- 
times a Dace or Chub, and in Auguſt you may 
fiſh for chem with a Paſte made only of the 
crumbs of Bread,which ſhould be of pure fine 
Manchet; and that paſte muſt be ſo tempered 
betwixt your hands till it be both ſoft and 
toughytoo 3 a very little water,and time and la- 
bour,and clean hands will make it a moſt excel- 
lent paſte : But when you fiſh with ic, you muſt 
have a finall hook, a quick eye, and a nimble 
| hand, or the bait is loſt and thefiſh too; (if one 
' tmay loſe that which he never had) with this 
paſte,” you may,as I ſaid, take both the Roach 
and the Dace or Dare, for they be much of a 
kind, in matter of feeding, cunning, goodneſs, 
and uſually-in fize. And therefore take this 
general-diretion for fome other / baits which 
May-concern you to take notice of, They _ 

ite 
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bite almoſt at any flie, but eſpecially at Aniflies, 
concerning, which, take this dirxeGion, for it is 
very good. 

Take the blackiſh Ant-flie out of the Mole- 
hill or Ant-hill, io which place you ſhall tini 
them in the month of Je, or if that be too 
early in the year, then doubtleſs you may find 
them in Faly, Auguſt, and moſt of September, 
gather them alive with both their wings, and 
then put them into a Glaſs that will hold a 
quart or a pottle; but tir put into. the Glafs 
a handful or more of the moiſt earth , out of 
which you gather them, and as much of the 
roots of the graſs of the (aid hillock, and then 
put in the flies gently, that. they loſe nat their 
wings, lay a clod of earth overit,and then ſo ma- 
ny as are put into the glaſs withou* bruiſing; 
will live there a month or more, and be al ways 
in a rcadine(6 for you to.tuh with 3 but :if.. you 
would have them keep longer \, then' get any 
great carthen pot, or barrel of three or four 
gallons (which is better) then.waſh your bar- 
rc] with water and. honey ; and having put in- 
to it a quantity of earth and grals roots, then 
put in your flies, and cover it, and they wjll live 
a quarter of a year ; theſe. in any ſtream and 
clear water, are a deadly ; bait for Roach or 
Dace , or for. a Chub , and your rule is, to fiſh 
not leſs than a handtul from tne bottom. 


I ſhall next tell you a winter bait for aRoach, 
| a 
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i Dace or Chub, and it is choicely good. A=' 
bout All-hallantide (and fo till Froſt comes } 
when you ſee men ploughing up heath ground, 
or ſandy ground, or green (wards, then follow 
the plough, and you ſhall find a white worm as 
big as twoMaggots,and it hath a red head,Cyou 
may obſerve in what ground moſi are, for there 
the Crows wilt be very watchful and follow, 
the Plough very cloſe} it is all foft, and 
full of whitiſh guts ; a worm that is in Nor- 
folk;, and ſome other Counties called a Grab, 
26d is bred of the Spawn or Eggs of a Bectle; 
which lhe leaves in holes that ſhe digs in the 
ground under Cowor Horſe dung, and there 
reſts all Winter, and in March or April comes 
tobe tirſta red , and then a black Beetle : ga- 
ther a thouſand or two of theſe,and put them 
witha peck or two of their own earth into ſame 
tub or tirkin,and cover and keep them ſo warn, 
that the froſt or cold air, or winds kill them 
not ; thefe you may keep all winter, and kill 
hſh with them at any time:and if you put ſome 
of then into a little earth and honeya day before 
you uſe them, you will find them an excellent 
bait for Bream,Carp,or indeed for almoſt any fiſhs 
|. And after this manner you may allo keep 
Gentles all winter,which are a good bait then, 
and much the better for being lively and tough: 
or you may breed and keep Gentles thus: Take 
Tpicce of Beaſts liver, and with a croſs ſtick:, 
2 R | hang) 


hang it in ſome corner over a potor barrel half 
fall of dry clay, and as the Gentles grow big, 
they will fall into the barrel and ſcowre them- 
ſelves, and be always rcady for uſe whenſoever 
you incline tofiſh; and theſe Gentles may be 
thus created till after Michaelmas.But if you de- 
fire to keepGentles tohſh with all the year,then 
get a deadCat or a Kite and let it be fly- blown, 
and when the Gentles begin to be alive and to 
ſtir, then bury it and them in ſoft, moiſt earth, 
but as free from froſt as you can,and theſe you 
may dig up at any time when you intend to uſe 
them.,theſe will laſt till Merch, and about that 
time turn to be Flies, 

But if you be nice to foul your Fingers, 
( which good Anglers ſeldom are then take this 
Bait : Get a handful of well-made Malt, and 
put jt into a diſh of water, and then waſh and 
xub it betwixt your hands till you make it 
clean, and as free from husks as you can; then 
put that water from it, and put a {mall quan» 
tity of freſh water to it, and ſet it in ſomething 
that is fit for that purpoſe over the Fire, where 
K is not to boil apace, bur leaſurcly and very 
foftly, until it become ſomewhat ſoft, which 
you may try by feeling it betwixt your Finger 
and Thumb, and when it is ſoft, then put 
your water trom it,and then take a ſharpKnife, 
and turning the ſprout end of the Corn. up» 
ward, with the point of your Knife _— - 
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back part of - the husk-off from it, and yet-lea- 
ving a- kind of inward husk:on theCorn,or el 
jitis marr*'d, and then cur off that '{prouted'en 
(I mean a litrle of it) that che white may aft- 
pear,and fo pull off the husk:on the cloven fide 
(as 1 dire&ed you) and then cutting off 2 very 
little of the other end, that ſa your hook may 
enter 3 and if your hook be mal] and goed, 
you will tind this ro be a very choiceBait either 
for Winter or Summer, you ſometimes caſting 
a little of it-into the place where your float 
{wims. : 
'And to take the Roach and Dare,a good Baic 
is the young brood of Waſps or Bees,if you dip 
their heads in blood ; cſpecially good for 
Bream, if they be baked or hardned in their 
husks in an Oven, after the bread is taken out 
of it ; or hardned on a Fire-ſhovel 3 and fo al- 
ſo is the thick blood of Sheep, being half dried 
on a Trencher,that ſo you may cut it into fuch 
picces as may beſt tit the ſize of your hook, and 
a little falt keeps it from growing black, and 
makes it not the worſe but better : This is ta- 
ken to be a choice Bait if rightly ordered. 
There be ſeveral Qils of a firong ſmell chat 
I have been told of, and to be excellent -t6 
tempt Fiſh to bite, of which I could ſay much, 
buc I remember I once carried a (mall Bottle 
from Sir George Haſtings to Sir Henry Wotton, 
(they were both chymical men)as a great Pre- 
{ R 2 ſcat 
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-ſent'; it was ſent, and receiv'd, and us'd with 
'great confidence;and yet upon enquiry. I found 
it did not anſwer the expeQation of Sir Hexry, 
which with the help of this and 'other circum- 
Nances, - makes me: have little belief in ſuch 
thirgs as many men talk of : not but that 1 
think Fiſhes both ſmelband hear (as I have cx- 
preſt in my former diſcourſe)but there is a my- 
ſerious Knack, which (though'it be much ea- 
fier than the' Philoſophers Stone, yet) is not at- 
tainable by common capacitics , or <clfe lies 
locked up in the brain or breaſt of ſome chymi- 
cal man, that like the Roſi-crucians will not yet 
'reveal it. But let me nevertheleſs tell you, 
that- Campbire put - with moſs into your 


' worm-bag with: your worms, makes them 


C if many Anglers be not very much miſtaken) 


'atempting bait, and the Angler more fortu- 


nate. But I ſtepped by chance into this dif- 
courſe of Oiles and Fiſhes ſmelling, and though 
there might be more faid, both of it and of 
Baits for Roach and Dace, and other float Fiſh, 
yet I will forbear it at this time, and tell you in 
the next place how-you are to prepare your 
Fackling : concerning which I will for ſport 
fake give you an old Rhime out of an old Fiſh- 
book, which will prove a part and but a part 
of what you are to provide. | 


My 
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My Rod and my Ligze;my Flagt and my Lead, ' 
My Hook & my Plummet, my whesftoue and knife, 
My Baket, my Baits both Living and dead, 

My Net and my Meat, for that is the chief: - 
Then I muſt have Thred,& Hairs green andſmall, 
With mine Angling purſe,end ſo you bave all. 


But you muſt have all theſe, Tackling, and 


twice fo mapy more, with which if you mean 


to be a Fiſher, you muſt ſtore ef . 
your ſelf;and to that purpoſe I CEE < _ 
will go with you cither to. ,coprized as fif- 
Mr. Margrave who dwclls a- ty pounds in the 


mongſi the-Book-ſellers in St, Inventory of an 
'Pawls. Church-Yard, or. to #92%"-, 


M. FobaStubs near to theSwan inGolding-lanes 
they be both honeſt mep, and will fit an Azgler 
with what Tackling he lacks... . 
Venat. Then,good Maſter,let it be at 
————— for hes neareſt to my dwelling, and 
I pray let's meet there the ninth of May next, 
about two of the clock, and. 1']l want nothing 
that a Fiſher ſhould be furniſhed with. _ 
Piſc, Well,and I'll not fail you God willing 
at the time and place appointed. _ - . ... 
Venat. 1 thank you, good Maſter, and I will 


not fail you: and, good Maſter, tell me what 
Baits more you remember, for it will not now 


be long ere we ſhall be at Tottenham-bigh-Croff, 


and when we come thither -I will make you 
3 fore 
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ſome tequita} of your pains, b f repeating | as 
choice er: of Verſes, gore A Rive bard 
fince we met togetherzand'that is zÞroud word 
for we have heart very good ones. * 

Piſe, Well,” Scholar , and I ſhall be then 
right glad'to hear thernzand T will as we walk 
tell you whatſoever comes in my mind, that [ 
think may be worth your hearing. You tay 
make anorhet chuice Bait thus, Take a hand- 
ful or two of the beft and biggeſt ' heat 
you can get, boil it in a little milk ( like as 
Frumity is boiled } boil it fo till it be ſoft, 
and then fry it very leaſurely with Honey and a 
little beaten Safffon diſſolved'in milk, * and yt 
will tind thisa choice Bait, and g00d I think ' 
for any Fiſh, eſpecially for Rogch, Dace,Chub, 
or Grayling : Tknow nor bur. that it may be as 
good for a River-carp, and eſpecially if the 


. ground be a licrle baited with it. 


" Ard. you may alſo note, that the ſpawn of 
"moſt Fiſh is a very tempting bair, being a little 
hardned on a watm Tile, and cut into fit 
peices. | Nay, Mulberties and thoſe Black-bet- 
ies, which grow upon Briers, be good baits 
for Chubs or' Carps, with theſe many have 
'been taken in Ponds, and in ſome Rivers where 
ſuch Trees have grown near the water 2nd the 
fruit cuſtomarily dropt into.it, and there be'a 
hundred other baits -more than can be well 
Taty'd, which, by conſtant baiting the water 


will 
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will become a tempting bait for any Fiſh in it, 

You are alſo to know, that there be divers 
kinds of Caddis,or Caſe-worms, that are to be 
found in this Nation in ſeveral diſiin&t Coun- 
ties, and in ſeyeral little Brooks that relate to 
bigger Rivers as namely, one Cadis called a 


; Piper, whoſe husk or caſe is apiece of reed a- 


bout an inch long or longer, and as big about 
as the compals of a two pence » theſe worms 
being kept three or four days in a woollen bag 
with ſand at the bottom of it, and the bag wet 
once a day,will in three or four days turn to be 
yellow, and theſe be a choice bait for the Chub 
or Chavender, or indeed for any great Fiſh, for it 
is 2 large Bait. : 
There is alſo a leſſer Cadis-worm, called a 
Cock-ſpur, being in faſhion like the ſpur of a 
Cock, ſharp at one end, and the cafe or houſe 
in vvhich this dwells is made of ſmall husks,and 
gravel, and ſlime,moſt curiouſly made of theſe, 
even ſoas to be yvondred at,but not to be made 
by man no more than a King-fihers neſt can, 
vvhich is made of little Fiſhes bones,-and have 
ſuch a Geometrical inter-weaving and con- 
nexion, as the like is not to be done by the art 
of man : This kind of Cadis is a choice bait for 
any float-Fiſh, it is much leſs than the Piper- 
Cadis, and to be fo ordered, and theſe may be 
ſo preſerved ten, fifteen, or twenty days, or it 


may be longer. x. wn_s 
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'' There is alſo another Cadis,called by ſome a 
Straw-worm, and by ſome a Ruff-coat, vvhole 


Houſe or caſe is made of little picees of bents; 
'and ruſhes, and ſtraws, and vvater-weeds, and 
'T know not vvhat, vvhich are ſo knit together 


vvith condenſed ſlime, that they fiick about her 
husk or caſe, not unlike the briſtles of a Hedg- 
bog ; theſe three Cadis's are commonly taken 
in the beginning of Summer, and are good in- 
deed to take ariy kind of fiſh vvith float or o* 
therwiſe.I inight tell you of many more, which 
as theſe docarly, fo thoſe have their time alſo 
of turning to be flies later in Summer 3 bat I 
might loſe my (elf, and tire you by ſuch a dif- 
courſe, I ſhall therefore but remember you, 
that to know theſe, and their ſeveral kinds, 
and to what flies every particylar Cads turns, 
and then how' to ufe them tirſt as'they be Cadir, 
and aſter as they beflies, is an art,and an art that 
every one that protefſes to be an Angler has not 
leiſure to ſearch after, and if he had is not ca- 
pable of learning, "SY bh 
I'le tell you, Scholar, ſeveral Countries have 
ſeveral kinds of Caddis*s , that indeed differ as 
much as dogs do : That is to ſay, as much as 
a very Cur and a Greyhound do. Theſe bc uſu- 
ally bred inthe very little rills or ditches that 
run irito bigger Rivers, and I think a more pro- 
per bait for thoſe very Rivers,than any other. I 
know not how or of what this Cqi# —_— 
5 + EOE-"M j c, 
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life, or vvhat coloured flie, it turns to 3 but 
doubtleſs, they are the death of many Troxts, 
and this is one killing way, 

Take one (or more if need be) of theſe large 
yellow Cadis, pull off his head,and with it pull 
out his black gut, put the body (as little bruiſed 
as is poſſible) on a very little hook, armed on 
with a Red hair (which will ſhew like the Ca- 
dis-head) and a very little thin lead,fo put upon 
the ſhank of the hook that it may ink” pyefent- 
ly 3 throw this bait thus ordered ( which will 
look very yellow ) into. any great fiill hole 
where a Trout is, and he will preſently ven- 
ture his life for it, *tis not to be doubted if 
you be not eſpyed 3 and that the bait firſt touch 
the water, before the line 3. and this will do beſt 
in the deepeſt tille(t water. 

Next let me tell you, have been much-plea- 
ſed to walk quietly by a Brook with a little ſick 
in my hand, with which I might cafily take 
theſe, and confider the curiolity of their com- 
poſure 3 and if you ſhall ever like to do fo, then 
note, that your ſtick muſt be a little Haſel or 
Willow cleft, or have a nick at one end of it,by 
which means you may with eaſe take many of 
them inthatnick out of the water, before you 
have any occaſion to uſe them. Theſe,my honeſt 
Scholar, are ſome obſervations told to you as 
they now come ſuddenly into my memory, of 
which you may make ſome uſe: but for the 
practical 


a. 
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praQical part, it is that,that makes an Angler : 
it is diligence,and obſcrvation,and practice,and 
an ambition to be the beſt in the Art that mui 
do ir. I will tell you, Scholar, I once heard one 
fay, I envy not him that eats better meat than 1 
do, nor bim that is richer, or that wears better 
clothes than I do, I envy no body but him, and 
bim only,that catches more fiſh than I do. And 
fuch a man is like to prove an Angler, and this 
noble emulation I wiſh to you and all young 
Anglers. 


— ——__ —_ ———_tt_n. 
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CHAP, XVIII. 


Of che Minnow or Penk, of the Loach,and 
| of the Bullhead, or Millers-thumb. 


Jy1SC. There be alſo three or four other 

little fiſh chat I had almoſt forgot,that are 
all without ſcales, and may for excellency of 
meat be compared toany tiſh of greateſt value, 
and largeſt ſize» They be uſually full of eggs 
or ſpawn all the months of Summer 3 for they 
breed often, as*tis obſerved mice and many of 
the ſmaller four-footed Creatures of the earth 
do; andas thoſe,ſo theſe come quickly to ay 

u 
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full growth and perfeQion. And it is needful 
that they breed both often and numerouſly, for 
they be (beſides other accidentsot ruine)both a 
prey, and baits for other tiſh. And firſi, I (hall 
tell you of the Minnow or Penk, 

.The Minno-v hath, when® he is in perfect 
ſeaſon, and not lick ( which is only preſently 
after ſpawning3a kind of dappled or waved co- 
lour, like to a Panther,on his lides, inclining to 
a greeniſh and skie-colour,his belly being milk- 
white, and his back almoſt black or blackiſh, 
He is a ſharp biter at a ſmall worm, and in hot 

weather makes excellent ſport for young An+ 
plers, 'or boys, or women that Tove that Re- 
creation, and in the ſpring they make of them 
excellent Minnow-Tanſies z for being waſhed 
well it falt, and their” heads and tails cut off, 
and their guts takenout , and not wathe after, 
they prove excellent for that uſe, that is, being 
frytd w1th yolky of eggy, the flowers of Cowſlips, 
and of Ptimroſes.a:d'a little Tanfie, thus us'd 
they rake a dainty difh of meat. 

The' Loach is, as Itold you, a moſt daint 
fiſh, he breeds and ferds in little and clear ſwi 
brooks or rills , and lives there upon the gra- 
vel, and. inthe ſharpeſt ſtreams : He-grows nor 
'to be above a finger-long, and no thicker chan 
is ſuitable to that length. This LOACH, 


is 
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is not unlike the ſhape of the. Eel: He has a 
beard or wattels like a Barbel. He has two fins 
at his ſides, fourat his belly and one at his tail; 
he is dapled with many black or browa ſpots, 
his mouth is Barbcl-like under his noſc. This 
Fiſh is uſually fullof eggs or ſpawn, and is by 
Geſner and other learned. Phylicians commen- 
ded for great nouriſhment,and ta be very grate- 
ful both to the palate and ſtomach of lick per- 
ſons , he is to be filhed for with a :yery, ſmall 
worm at the bottom,for he very ſeldom or ne- 
ver riſes above the Gravel,on which 1 told you 

he uſually gets his Living, ITY 
The Millers-thamb or yg is a, Fiſh of 
no pleaſing ſhape. He is by Geſner compared to 
the Sea-ted-fih for his limilitude ane le 
has a head bjg and flat, much greater. than.ſp- 
table to his Body 3 a mouth very wide and uſu- 
ally gaping. He is without teeth , but his lips 
are 
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are very rough, much like to a Flie. He hath 


two Fins near to his gills, which be, roundiſh 
or creſted , two Fins alſo under the Belly,two 
on the back, one below the Vent, and the Fin 
of his tail is round. Nature hath painted the 
Body of this Fiſh with wbitiþ,black;ſp, browniſh 
ſpots. They be uſually full of eggs or ſpawn all 
the Summer (I mean the Females) and thoſe 
eggs ſwell their Vents almoſt into the form of a 
dug. They begin to ſpawn about April,and( as 
I told you )ſpawn ſeveral months in the Sum- 
mer; and in the winter the Minnow, and 


'Loach and Bull-hcad dwell in the mud 


as theEel doth,or we know not where:no more 
than we know where theCuckow andSwallow, 
and other half year birds ( which firſt appear 
tous in April)ſpend their fix cold winter me- 
lancholy months, This Bull-bead 
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does uſually dwell and hide himfelf in holcs or 

| ftones in clear water 5 and in very hat 
daies will lie a long time very tilt, and 
ſuo himfelf , and will be calie to be ſeen upon 
any flat ſtone, or any gravel, at which time, he 
will ſuffer an Angler to put a hook baited with 
a ſmall worm very near unto his very mouth, 
and he never refuſes to bite, nor indeed to be 
caught with the wortt of Anglers, Mztthio- 
8#xs commends him much more for his taſte 
and nouriſhment, than for his ſhape or beau- 
ty. 

There is alfo a little Fiſh called a Stick{ebag- 
® Fiſh withour ſcales, but hath his body tenc'd 
with ſeveral prickles. I know not where he 
dwells in winter, nor what he is good for in 
ſummer, but only to make ſport for bays and 
women-Anglers,and to feed other Fith that be 
Fiſh of prey, as Trouts in particular, who will 
bite at him as at a Penk,and better,if your hook 
be rightly baitcd with him, for he may be fo 
baited,as his tail turning like the fail ofa wind- 
mill will make him turn more quick than any 
Penk,or XMinnow can, For note, that the nim- 
ble turning of that or the Minuow is the perte- 
Qion of Mixnow-Fiſhing, To which end, if 
you put your hook intohis mouth, and out at 
his tail, and then having firlt tied him with 
white thred a little above his tail, and placed 
himaftcr ſuch a manner on your hook as he is 
like 
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like to turn, then ſow up his mouth to your 
line,and he is like to turn quick, apd tempt a- 
ny Trout : but if he do not turn quick, then 
turn his tail a little more or leſs towards the 
inner parts Or towards the fide of the hook, or 
put the Minnow or Sticklebag a little more 
crooked or more ſirait on your hook, until it 
will turn both true and faſt 5 and then doubt 
not but to tempt any great Troxt that lies in a 

ſwift ſtream. And the Losch that I told you 
of will do the like : no bait is more tempting, 
provided the Loach be not too big, | 

And now Scholar, with the help of this fine 
morning,and your patient attention, I have ſaid 
all that my preſent memory will afford me con- 
cerning moſt of the ſeveral Fiſh that arc uſual- 
ly fiaſht for in freſh waters. 

Venst, But Maſter, you have by your former 
civility made me hope that you will make good 
your promiſe, and ſay ſomething of the ſeve- 
zal Rivers that be of moſi note in this Nation; 
and alſo of Fiſh-ponds,and the ordering of them, 
and do it I pray good Maſter, for I love any 
Diſcourſe of Rivers, and Fiſh and fiſhing, the 
time ſpent in ſuch diſcourſe paſſes away very 
pleaſantly. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of ſeveral Rivers, and ſome Obſervations 
of Ei 


if. 


Je. Well Scholar, fince the ways and wea- 

ther do both favour us,and that we yet ſee 
not Tottenbam-Croſ7, you ſhall ſee my willing- 
neſs to ſatisfie your defire. And firſt, for the 
Rivers of this Nation, there be (as you may 
note out of Docor Heylins Geography,and 0- 
thers ) in number 325. but thoſe of chicteſi note 
he reckons and deſcribes as followeth. 
- Thechief is Thamiſis, compounded of two 
Rivers,Tbame and Ifis 5 whereof the former ri- 
ſing ſomewhat beyond Thame in Buckingbam- 
ſhire,and the later in Cyrenceſter in Gloceſter- 
ſhire meet together about Norceſter in Oxford- 
(ire, the ifſuc of which happy conjunction is 
the Thamifis or Thames Hence it fiyeth betwixt 
Berks,Buckiungbam-ſhire,Middleſex, Surry,Kent, 
and Effex, and ſo weddeth himſelf to the Ken- 
tiſh Medway in the very jaws of the Occanithis 
glorious River feeleth the violence and benehit 
of the Sea more than any River in Exrope, ecb- 
bing and flowing twice a day, more than tixty 
miles :- about whoſe banks are ſo many fair 


Towos.and Princely Palaccs that a German Po- | 


et thus truly ſpake : Tot 
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Tot Campos,tc. 


We ſaw ſo many Woods and Princely bowers, 
Sweet Fields,brave Palaces,and fiately Towers, 
So many Gardens dreſt with curious care, 

That Thames with royal Tyber may compare? 


2, The ſecond River of note, is Sabriva or 
Severn : it hath its beginning in Plinilimmon- 
Hill in Mont-gomery-ſhire , and his end ſeven 
miles from Briftol, waſhing in the mean fpace 
the walls of Shrewishury,Worcefter,and Gloceſter 
and divers other places and palaces of note. 

3- Trento called for thirty kind of Fiſhes 
that are found in it,or for that it receiveth thir- 
ty lefſer Rivers, who having his fountain in 
Staffordfpire,and gliding through theCountries 
ot Nottingham, Lincoln, Leicefter, and Tork,aug- 
menteth the turbulent current oft Humber, the 
moſt violent ſtream of all the Iſle. This Flum- 
ber is not, to ſay truth,a diſtin& River, having 
aſpring head of his own, but it is rather the 
mouth or Exftorium of divers Rivers here con- 
fluent and meeting together 3 namely,yourDor- 
went.,and cfpecially of Ouſe and Trent 3 and (as 
the Danow, having received into its channel,the 
River Dravus, Savus, Tibiſnus, and divers 0+ 
thers,) changeth his name into this of Hwumbe- 
rabus, as the old Geographers call it. 

S 4. Med- 
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4. Medway,a Kentiſh River,famous for har- 
bouring the Royal Navy. 

5.1weed,the north-eaſt bound of England,on 
whoſe northern banks is ſeated the ſtrong and 
impregnable Town of Barwick, 

6. Tine, famous for Newcaftle,and her incx- 
hauſtible Coal-pits. Theſe and the reſt of prin- 
cipal note, are thus comprehended in one of 
Mr. Draytons Sonnets. 


The floods queen, Thames, for ſkips and ſwans is 
And ftatelySevern for ber ſhore —_——— 
The Chryſtal Trent for fords and fiſh renown'd, 
And Avons fame to Albions cliffs is rais'd, 
Carlegion Cheſter vaxntr her holy Dec, 

York many wonders of her Ouſe can tell, 

The Peak ber Dove, whoſe banks ſo fertile be, 
And Kent will ſay ber Medway deth excell. 
Cotſwool commends ber 1iis to the Tame, 

Our Northern borders boaſt of T weeds fair flood, 
Onur Weſtern parts extgll their Willies fame, 
And the old Lea brags of the Daniſh blood. 


Theſe Obſervations are out of learned Dr. 


Heylin , and my old deceaſed friend Michel | 


Drayton, and becauſe you ſay, you love ſuch 
diſcourſes as theſe of rivers and fiſh and fiſhing, 
I love you the better,and love the more to im- 
part them to you: nevertheleſs, Scholar, if I 
thould begin but to name the ſeveral forts of 

w Afirange 


etl 
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ſtrange Fiſh that are uſually taken in many of 
thoſe Rivers that run into the Sea, I might be< 
get wonder in you, or unbelicf, or both 3 and 
yet I will venture to tell you a real truth con» 
—_ one lately diſſected by Dr. Wharton, a 
man of great learning and experience, and of 
equal freedom to communicate it 3 one that 
loves me and my Art, one to whom I have 
been beholding for many of the choiceſt obſer- 
vations that I have imparted to you. This gaod 
man, that dares do any thing rather than tel 
an untruth, did (I Gy) cell me, he lately dif- 
ſected one ſtrange fiſh and he thus deſcribed it 


ft Mme, 


The Fiſh was almoſt a yard broad, and twice 
that length; bis mouth wide enough to receive or 
take into it the head of a man, his ſtomach ſeven 
or eight inches. broad; be is of a ſlow motion,and 
uſually lyes or lurks cloſe in the mud, and bas a 
moveable ftring on his head about a ſpan, or near 
unto a quarter of a yard long, by the moving of 
wyich ( which is his natural bait) when be lyes 


* | cloſe and unſeen inthe mud, be draws other ſmal=_ 


ler fiſh ſo cloſe to him that he can ſuck, them into 
bis mouth, and ſo devours and digeſts them, 


And,Scholar, do not wonder at this, for be- 
ſides the credit of the Relator,you are to note, 
many-of theſe, and Fiſhes which are of = 

| = WY ike 
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like and more unuſual ſhapes,are very often ta- 
ken on'the months of our Sea-Rivers, and on 
the Sea-ſhore; and this will be no wonder to a- 
ny that have travelled Egype, where *tis known 
the famous River Nilus does not only breed Fi. 
ſhes that yet want names, but by the overflow- 
ing of 'that River and the help of the Suns heat 


on the fat lime which that River leaves on the 


Banks ( when it falls back into its natural chan- 
nel) ſuch range fiſh and beafis are alſo bred, 
that no man can give a name to, as Grotius (in 
his Sopham ) and others have obſerved. 

-- But whither am I ſtraid in this diſcourſe ? I 
will end it by telling you, that at the month of 
ſome of theſe Rivers of ours, Herrings are fo 
plentiful, as namely, near to Tarmouth in Nor= 
fokk, and in the Weſt-Country, Pilchers fo ve- 
Ty plentiful, as:you will wonder toread what 


'our learned Coambden relates of . them in his | 


'Britannia,p.17$,186. 

' - Well, Scholar, I will top here, and tell you 
what by reading and conference I have obſer- 
ved concerning 'Fiſh-ponds. 


e_ — St ——_— = 
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CHAP, XX, 
Of fiſb-ponds, and how to order them, . 


Ocor Lebazlt the learned French man, 
D in his large diſcourſe of Meſon Rus 
ſtique, gives this direQion for making 
of Fiſh-ponds, 1 ſhall refer you to him 
to read it at large, but 1 think I ſhall contraG 
it, and yet make it as uſeful. | 
He adviſeth, that when you have dreined the 
ground, and made the carth firm where the 
head of the Pond muſt be, that you muſt then 
in that place drive in two or three rows of Oak 
or Elme Piles, which ſhould be ſcorcht in the 
fire, or half burnt before they be driven intg 
the earth, (for being thus uſed it preſerves them 
much longer from rotting) and having done ſo, 
lay Fagots or Bavins of ſmaller wood betwixt 
them, and then carth betwixt and above them, 
and then having firſt very well rammed thena 
and the earth, uſe another pile in like manner 
as the firſt were : and note that the ſecond pile 
is to be of or about the height that you intend 
to make your Sluce or Flood-gate, or the vent 
that you intend ſhall convey the overflowings 
of your Pond inany flood that ſhall cndanger 
the breaking of the Pond dam, 
S 3 Then 
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Then he adviſes that you plant Willows or 
Owlers about it,or both,and then caſt in Bavins 
in ſcme places not far from the fide, and in the 
moli ſandy places,tor F iſh both to ſpayn upon, 
and to defend them and the young Frie from 
the many Fith, and alſo trom Vermin that lie ac 
watch to deſiroy them, eſpecially the ſpawn of 
the Carp and Texch, when *tis left to the mercy 
of ducks or Vermin- 

He and Dwubravius and all others adviſe, that 
you make choice of ſuch a place for your Pond, 
that it may be refre(ht with a little rill,or with 
rain water running or falling into it 3 by which 
Fiſh are more inclined both to breed , and are 
alſo retreſht and fed the better, and do prove to 
be of a much ſweeter and more pleaſant taſte, 

To which end it is obſerved;that ſuch Pools 
as be large and have moſt gravel , and ſhallows 
where fi may ſport themſelves ,do afford Fiſh 
ot the pureti taſte. And note, that in all Pools 
it is beſt for tiſh to have ſome retiring place, as 
namely hollow banks, or ſhelves, or roots of 
trecs to keep them from dangerzand when they 
think fit from the extream heat of Summer 3 as 
alſo, trom the extremity of cold in Winter. 
And note, that if many trees be growing about 
your Pond, the leaves thereof falling into the 
'water, make it nauſeous to the Fiſh, and the 
Fiſh to be ſo to the cater of it. | 
*Tis 
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*Tis noted that the Texcb and Eel love mud, 
and the Carp loves grayelly ground, and in the 
hot months to feed on graſs : You are to 
cleanſe your Pond, if you intend either profit or 
pleaſure, once every three or four Years, (cſpe- 
clally ſome Ponds) and then let it lye dry fx 
or twelve months , both to kill the water- 
weeds,as Water-lillies,Candocks, Reate and Bul- 
rxſhes that breed there 3 and alſo that as theſe 
dic for want of water , ſo graſs may grow in 
the Ponds bottom, which Carps will cat gree- 
dily in all the hot months if the Pond be clean. 
The letting your Pond dry and ſowing Oats in 
the bottom is alſo good , for the fiſh feed the 
faſter : and being ſometime let dry,you may ob- 
ſerve what kind of Fiſh cither increaſes or 
thrives beſt in that waterzfor they differ much 
both in their breeding and feeding, 

Lebaylt alſo adviſes , that if your Ponds be 
not very large and roomy, that you often feed 
your fiſh by throwing into them chippings of 
Bread, Curds, Grains, or the entrails of Chic- 
kens,or of any fowl or beaſt that you kill to feed 
your ſelves 3 for theſe afford Fiſh a great re- 
liefs He ſays that Frogs and Ducks do much 
harm , and deyour both the Spawn and the 


-young Fric of all Fiſh , eſpecially of the Carp. 


And I have,beſides experience , many teſtimo- 
nies of it , But Lebaxlt allows Water- frogs to 
be good meat, eſpecially in ſome Months, if 
S 4 they 


they be fat : but you are to note, that he is a 
French-man, and we Engliſh will hardly believe 
him, though we know frogs are ufually eaten 
in his Country : however he adviſes to defiroy 
them and King-fiſhers out of your ponds 3 and 
he adviſesz not toſuffer much ſhooting at wild 
fowl, for that (he ſays) affrightens, aad harms, 
and deſtroys the Fiſh. 

Note, thatCarps and Tench thrive and breed 
beſt when no other fiſh is put with them into 
the ſame Pond 3 for all other filh devour their 
fpawn, or at leaſt the greateſt part of it. And 
note, that clods of graſs thrown into anyPond 
feed any Carps in Summer : and that garden 
earth and parſley thrown into a Pond, recovers 
and refreſhes the ſick tiſh. And note, that when 
you ftore your pond , you are to put into it two 
or three Mclters for one Spawner, it you put 
them intb a breeding Pond: but if into a nurſc- 

ond,or feeding pond, in which they will not 
Leda no care is to be taken,whether there 
be molt Male or Female Carps. 

It is obſerved, that the beſt ponds to breed 
Carps are thoſe that be ſtony or ſandy, and are 
warm, and free from wind, and that are not 
deep, but have willow trees and graſs on their 
ſides, over which the water does ſometimes 
flow : and note, that Carps do more uſually 
breed. in marle pits,or pits that have clean clay 
bottoms, or in new ponds,orponds that lie dry 
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a winter ſcaſon,than in old ponds, that be full of 
mud and weeds. 

Well Scholar,I have told you the ſubſtance of 
all that either obſervation or diſcourſe, or a dili- 
gent Survey of Dubravius and Lebaxlt hath told 
me, Not that they in their long diſcourſes have 
not faid more , but the moit of the reſt are ſo 
common obſervations, as if a man ſhould tell a 
good Arithmetician, that twice two, is four. I 
will therefore put an cnd to this diſcourſe, and 
we will here tit down and reſt us, 


CHAP, XXL. 


Direftions for making of « Line,and for the 
colouring of both Rod ana Line. 


PF Well, Scholar, I have held you too 
long about theſe Cadis,and ſmaller fiſp,and 
- rivers, and Fiſh-ponds, and my fpirits are 
almoſt ſpent, and fo I doubt is your patience; 
but being we are now almoſt at Tottenham, 
where I firſt met you, and where we are to 
part, I will loſe no time, but give you a little 
directions how to make and order your Lines, 
and to colour the hair of which you make your 
Lines, 
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Lines, for that is very needful to be known of 
an Angler ; and alſo how to paint your Rod, e- 
ſpecially your top, for a right grown top is a 
choice Commodity , and ſhould be preſerved 
from the water ſoaking into it, which makes it 
in wet weather to be heavy, and fiſh ill fa- 
vouredly,and not true, and alſo it rots quick- 
ly for want of painting : and I think a good top 
is worth preſerving,or I had not taken care to 
keep a top above twenty years. 
But firſt for your line, 

Firſt, note, That you are to take care , that 
your hajr be round and clear, and free from 
galls or ſcabs, or frets 3 tor a well-choſen, even 
clear, round hair, of a kind of glaſs-colour, 
will prove as ſtrong as three uneven, ſcabby 
hairs, that are ill choſen, and full of gal's or 
unevenrieſs. You ſhall ſeldom find a black hair 
but it is round , but many white are flat and 
uneven , therefore if you gt a lock of right , 
round, clear, glaſs-colour hair make much of 
It, 

And for making your Line,obſerve this rule, 
Firſt,let your hair be clean waſht *cre you go 
about to twiſt it : and then chuſe not only the 
cleareſt hair for it, but hairs that be of an equal 
bigneſs, for ſuch douſually firetch all together, 
and break altogether, which hairs of an une- 
qual bigneſs never do,but break ſingly, and fo 
deccive the Angler that truſts to them. 

| ; When 
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When you have twiſted your links,Jay them 
in water for a quarter of an hour, at lealt, and 
then twiſt them over again before you tie them 
intoa Line : for thoſe that donot fo, ſhall uſu- 
ally tind theirLine to have a hair or two ſhrink, 
and be ſhorter than the reſt at the firſt fiſhing 
with it, whichis ſo much of the ſirength of 
the Line loſt for want of firſt watering it, and 
then re-twiſting it 3 and this is moſt vilible in 
a (even-hair line, one of thoſe which hath al- 
ways a black hair in the middle. 


And for dying of your hairs do it thus : 

Take a pint of firong Ale, halt a pound of 
ſoot, and a little quantity of the juice of J/alnut- 
tree leaves, and an equal quantity of Allom, 
put theſe together intoa pot, pan, or pipkin, 
and boil them half an hour,and having fo done, 
Jet it cool, and being cold, put your hair into 
it, and there let it lie 3 it will turn your hair to 
be a kind of water or glaſs colour, or greeniſh, 
and the longer you let it lie, the deeper colou- 
red it will bez you might be taught to make 
many other colours, but it is to lictle purpoſe z 
for doubtleſs the water-colour, or glaſs-colou- 
red hair is the molt choice and molt uſeful for 
an Angler, but let it not be too green. 


But 


But if you deſire to colour hair greener; then 
do it thus: Take a quart of ſmall Ale, half a 
pound of Allom, then put theſe into a pan or 
Pipkin 3 and your hair into it with them, then 
put it upon a fire, and let it boil ſoftly for half 
an hour, and then take out your hair,and let it 
dry, and having fo done, then take a pottle of 
water, and put into it two handful of Mary- 
golds, and cover itwith a tile ( or what you 
think fit ) and ſet it again on the Fire, where 
It is co boil again ſoftly for half an hour, about 
which time the ſcum will turn yellow,then put 
into it half a pound of Copperas beaten ſmall, 
and with it the hair that you intend to colour, 
then let the hair be boiled ſoftly till half the li- 
quor be waſted, and then let it cool three or four 
hours with your hair in it : and you are to ob- 
ſerve, that the more Copperas you put into it, 
the greener it will be, but doubtleſs the pale 
green is beſt; But if you defire yellow hair, 
(whichis only good when the weeds rot ) then 
put in the more Mary-golds, and abate moſt of 
the Copperas, or leave it quite out, and takea 
little Verdigreaſe inſtead ot it; 

This for colouring your hair. And as for 
painting your Rod, which muſt be in Oil, you 
mult firſt make a ſize with glue and water,boil- 
ed together, untill the glue be diſſolved, and 
the ſize of a Lie-colcur; then ſirike your lize 
upon the wood with a Briſtle, or a Bruſh, or 
Pencil, 
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Penfil, whilſt it is hot : that being quite dry, 
take white Lead, and a little red Lead, ard a 
little: cole-black , fo much as altogether will 
make an aſh-colour 3 grind theſe all together 
with Linſeed Oil, let it be thick, and lay it 
thin upon the wood with a Bruſh or Penfil,this 
do for the ground of any colour to lie upon 
wood. 
For a Green. 


Take Pink and Verdigreece,and grind them 
together in Linſeed Oil, as thin as you can 
well grind it, then lay it ſmoothly on with 
your Bruſh, and drive it thin 3 once doing for 
the moſt part will ſerve, it you lay it well; and 
if twice beſure yourfirſt colour be throughly dry, 
before you lay on a ſecond. 

Well Scholar ; having now taught you to paint 
your Rod : and, we baving flill a mile to Tot- 
tenham High-Croſs,I will, as we walk towards 
it, in thecool ſhade of this ſweet Hony-ſuckle- 
Hedg, mention to you ſome of the thoughts and 
Joys that have poſſefſt my Soul ſince we two met 
together, And, theſe thoughts ſhall be told you, 
that you alſo may joyn with me in thankfulneſs 
#0 the giver of every good and perfelt gift for our 
bappineſl. And, that our preſent happineſs may 
appear to be the greater, and we the more thank- 
ful for it : Twill beg you to conſider with me how 
many do, even at this very time, lie under the 
torment 
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torment of the Stone, the Gout, and Tooth- 
ache; aud, this we are free from. And, every 
miſery that I miſs is a new mercy, 4#d there- 
fore let w be thankful. There bave been ſince 
we met, others, that have met diſaflers of bro- 
ken Limbs, ſome have been blaſted, others Thun- 
der-ſtrucken , and we have been freed from theſe, 
and all thiſe many other miſeries that threaten 
bumane nature: let us therefore rejoice and be 
thankful. Nay, which is a far greater mercy, 
we are free from the unſupportable burthen of an 
accuſing, tormenting Conſcience: a miſery that 
none can bear, and therefore let us praiſe bim 
for bis preventing grace 3 and ſay, every miſe- 
ry that I miſs, is a new mercy: Nay, let me 
tell you there be many that bave forty times our 
Eitates, that would give the greate(t part of it 
to be healthful and chearful like ur, who with 
the expence of a little mony bave eat, and 
drank, and langht, and Angled, and ſung, 
and ſlept ſecurely ; and roſe next day, and caſt 
away care, and ſung, and laught, and Angled 
apain ; which are bleſſings, rich men cannot 
purchaſe with all their money, Let me tell you 
Scholar : IT have a rich Neighbour, that is al- 
ways ſo buſie, that he bus no leaſure to laugh; 
the whole buſineſs of his life, is to get money, 
and more money, that be may (till get more and 
more money; he is ſtill drudging on, and ſays, 
that Solomon ſays, the diligent hand n—_ 
ay rich; 
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rich: and”tis true indeed, but be conſiders not, 
that *tis not in the power of riches to make a man 
bappy : for, it was wiſely ſaid by aman of great 
obſervation, that there be as many miſcries be- 
yond riches, as on this ſide them : and yet- 
God deliver us from pinching poverty z, and grant, 
that having a competency, we may be content and 
thankful. Let not us repine, or ſo much as 
think the gifts of God unequally dealt, if we 
ſee another abound with riches, when as God 
knows, the cares that are the keys that keep thoſe 
riches, hang often ſo heavily at the rich mans 
girdle, that they clog bim with weary days and 
reftleſs nights, even when otbers ſleep quietly, 
We ſee bnt the outſide of the rich mans bappi- 
neſs : few conſider bim tobe li ke theSilk-worm, 
that when ſhe ſeems to play, is at the very ſame 
time ſpinning her own bowels, and conſuming 
ber ſelf. And this many rich men do\, loading 
themſelves with corroding cares , to. keep what 
they have (probably ) unconſcionably got. Let 
u therefore be thankful for health and acompe- 
tence ; and above all, for a quiet Conſcience, 
Let me tell you, Scholar,that Diogenes walked 
ou a day with bis friend to ſee « Country Fair ; 
where he ſaw, Ribbins, aud Looking-glaſſes, 
andNut-crackers,and Fiddles,andHobkyborſes 
and many other gim-cracks; and baving obſerv'd 
them, and,all the other finnimbruns that make 
« compleat ConntryFair ; He ſaid to bis _ 
Lord : 
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Lord! How many things are there in this 
world of which Diogenes hath no need ? 
And truly, it is ſo, or might be ſo, with very 
many who vex, and toyl themſelves, to get what 
they bave no need of, Can any man charge God, 
that be hath not given bim enough to make bis 
life happy ? no doubtleſs : for, nature is coutent 
with @ little: and yet, you ſhall hardly meet 
with a man, that complains not of ſome want, 
thowgh be indeed wants notbing but bis will, 
it may be nothing but bis will of bis poor Negh- 
boxr, fer not worſhipping, or not flatteriug bim, 
and thus, when we might be bappy and quiet, 
we create trouble to our ſelves, IT have heard of 
of @ man, that wax angry with bimſelf becauſe 
be was no taller, and of a Woman, that brokg 
ber Looking-glaſs becauſe it would nat ſhew her 
face to be as young and bandſom as her next 
Neighbours was, And, I knew another,to whom 
God bad given health, and plenty, but, a Wife 
that nature had made peeviſh,and, Ber Hucbands 
riches ba4 made Parſe-proud, and muſt becauſe 
(ſhe was rich ( and for no other wertue ) ſit in 
the highe(t Pew in the Church : wvich being de- 
nied ber, ſhe engag'd ber Huband into &# con- 
tention for , and atlaft, into a Law-ſuit with 
a dogged Neighbour, who was as rich as be, and, 
bd a ite as peeviſh audParſe-proud as the other. 
and this Law fait, begot higher oppoſitions, and 
dtionable words, ani morevexations,and Lane 
Suits 1 
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ſuits : for you muſt remember that both were rich, 
and mnſt therefore bave their wills, Well, this 
wilful Purſe-proud Law-ſuit laſted during 
the life of the firſ® Hiuband: after which 
his wife vext, and chid, and chid and vext, till 
ſhe alſo chid and vext herſelf into her grave, and 
ſo the wealth of theſe poor rich people was curſt 
into a puniſhment, becauſe they wanted meek, 
and thankful hearts ; for thoſe only can make us 
happy.I knew a man that had health and riches, 
and ſeveral houſes all beautiful and ready fur- 
aiſht, and would often trouble himſelf and Fas 
mily to be removing from one houſe to another; 
and being atk'd by a friend, wby he remov'd ſoof> 
ten from one bouſe to another ? replyed, it was 
to find content in ſome one of them : but, bis 
friend knowing bis temper.told bim, if he would 
find content in any of his houſes ? he muſt leave 
bimſelf behind him ;, for, content will never 
dwell but in a meek and quiet ſoul. And this 
may appear if we read and conſider what onr Sa- 
viour ſays in St. Matthews Goſpel: for be there 
ſays, Bleſſed be the mercitul for they 
ſhall obtain mercy. — Bleſſed be the pure 
in heart 3 for they ſhall ſee God. Bleſſed 
be the poor in Spirit 3 for theirs is the King- 
dom of Heaven. And bleſſed be the meek3 
for they ſhall poſſeſs the earth. — not that 
the meek ſhall not alſo obtain mercy, and ſee God, 
and be comforted , -and at laſt come to the _ 
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dom of Heaven , but in the mean time be (and 
be only poſſeſſes the earth as be goes toward that 
Kingdom of Heaven, by being humble and cheer. 
ful, and content with what bis good God bas al- 
lotted bim : he has no turbulent, repining, vexa- 
tious thoughts that be deſerves better: nor is vext 
when be ſees others poſieft of more honour or more 
riches than bis wiſeGod has allotted for bis ſhare; 
but be poſſeſſes what be bas with a meek and 
contented quictneſs : ſuch a quietneſs as makes 
bis very dreams pleaſing both to God and bim- 
Self. 

My boneſt Scholar, all this is told to incline 
you to thankfulneſs 3 and to incline you the more, 
let metell you, that though the Prophet David 
was guilty of Murder and Adultery, and many 
other of the moſt deadly fins ; yet he was ſaid to 
bea man after Gods own heart, becauſe he a- 
bounded more with thankfulneſs than any other 
that is mentioned in holy Scripture , as may ap- 
pear in bis book of Pſalms , where there is ſuch 
a Commizxture of his confeſſing of his ſins and 
#1wortbineſs , and ſuch thankfulneſs for Gods 
pardon and mercies,as did make bim to be accoun- 
zed even by God bimſelf.to be a man aſter his own 
heart , and let us in that, labour to be as like 
bim as we can, let not the bleſſings we receive dai- 
ly fromGod,make us not to value,or not praiſe bim 
becauſe they be common;let not us forget 20 praiſe 


bim for the innocent mirth and pleaſure ,we have 
met 
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met with ſince we met together, what would a 
blind man giveto ſee the pleaſant Rivers and 
meadows and flowers and fountains , that we . 
have met with fince we met together ? . I bave 
been told, that if a man that was born blind 
could obtain to bave bis fight for but only one 
bour, during bis whole life, and ſhould at the firſt 
opening of bis eyes, fix bis fight upon the Sm 
when it was in bis fall glory, either at the riſing 
or ſetting of it ; be would be ſo tranſported, and 
amaſed, and ſo admire the glory of it, that be 
would not willingly turn bis eyes from that 
firft raviſhing objef , to behold all the other va- 
rious beauties this world could preſent to him. 
And this, and many other like bleſſings we enjoy 
daily , and for moſt of them, becauſe they be ſo 
common , moſt men forget to pay their praiſes 
but let not us, becauſe it is a Sacrifice ſo 
pleaſing to him.that made that Sun, and us, and 
ftill protefis us, and gives ns flowers and ſhow- 
ers and ſtomachs and meat and content and lea- 
ſure to go a fiſhing. 
Well Scholar, I have almoſt tir'd my ſelf, and 
I fear more thau almoſt tir'd you : but Inow 
ſee Tottenham High-Croſs, and our ſport walk 
thither ſhall put a period to my too long diſcourſe, 
in which, my meaning was, and is, t0 plant 
that in your mind, with which I labour to poſſeſs 
my own Soul: that is, a meek and thankful 
beart. And, to that end, I have ſhew'd you, 
T 2 that 
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that riches without them, do not make any man 
bappy. But let me tell you, that riches with 
. them remove many fears,and cares, and therefore 
my. advice is, that you endeavour to be honeſtly 
rich 3 or,contentedly poor : bat, be ſure,that 
yorr riches be juſtly got, or you ſpoil all. For, 
it is well ſaid by Cauſlin, he that loſes his Con- 
ſcicnce,has nothing left that is worth keeping, 
Therefore be ſure you look, to that. And, in 
tbe next place, look to Fg bealth: and if you 
have it praiſe God, and value it next to a good 
Conſcience , for, health is the ſecond bleſſing 
that we Mortals are capable of : a bleſſing, that 
mony cannot buy, and therefore value it, and be 
thankful for it, As for money ( which may be 
ſaid 10 be the third bleſſing ) negled it not : but 
note, that there is no neceſſity of being rich : for 
T told you, there be as many miſeries beyond 
riches as on this ſide them ; and, if you have a 
competence , enjoy it with a meek, , chearful, 
thankful heart. I will tell you Scholar,T bave 
beard a grave Divine ſay, that God has two 
dwellings; one in Heaven and, the other in 
a meek and thankful heart. Which Almighty 
God grant to me, and to my honeſt Scholar : and 
ſo, you are welcom 30 Tottenham High-Crols. 

Venat, Well Maſter, thank you for all your 
good direQions, but, for none more than this 
laſt of thankfulneſs, which I hope I ſhall ne- 


ver forget. And pray let's now reſt our ſelves 
In 
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in this ſweet ſhady Arbour, which nature her 
ſelf has woven with her own fine fingers ; *cis 
ſuch a contexture of Woodbines , Sweetbrier, 
Feſſamine, and Mirtle; and fo interwoven, as 
will ſecure us both from the Suns violent heat; 
and from the approaching ſhower, and being 
fate downlI will requite a part of your courte- 
ſics with a bottle of Sack, Milk, Oranges,and 
Sugar; which all put together, makea drink 
like Negar, indeed too good for any body but 
us Anglers: and fo Maſter, here is a full glaſs 
to you of that liquor, and when you have 
pledged me, I will repeat the Verſes which I 
promiſed you 3 it isa Copy printed amongſt 
ſome of Sir Henry Wottons : and doubtleſs 
made either by him, or by a lover of Angling: 
Come Maſter, now drink a glaſs to me, and 
then I will pledge you, and fall to my repeti- 
tion; it is a deſcription of ſuch Country-Re- 
creations as I have enjoyed fince I had the hap- 
pineſs to fall into your company. 


Duivering fears, beart-tearing cares, 
Anxious lighs, untimely tears, 
Flye, fiye to Courts, 
Flye to fond worldlings ſports 
Where ftrain'd Sardonick, ſmiles are gloſing ſtill, 
And grief is forc*d to laugh againſt ber will. 


 . Where mirth's but mummery, 


And ſorrows ouly real be. 
T 2 Fly . 
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Fly from our Country-paſtimes, fly, 
Sad troops of humane miſery, 
Come ſerene looks, 
Clear as the chryſtal Brookg. 
Or the pare azur*d heaven that ſmiles to ſee 
The rich attendance on onr poverty; 
Peace and a ſecure mind, 


Which all men ſeek,, we only find. 


Abuſed Mortals, did you know 
Where joy,hearts-caſe and comforts grow ? 

Toul*d ſcorn proud Towers, 

And ſeek them in theſe Bowers, ( ſnake, 
Where winds ſometimes our woods perhaps may 
But bluſtring care could never tempeſt make, 

Nor murmurs ere come nigh us, 


Saving, of fountains that glide by us. 


Here's no fauntaftick Mark nor Dance, 
But of our Kids that frick, and prance 
Nor wars are ſeen, 
Unleſs upon the green 
Two harmleſs Lambs are batting one the other, 


I bich done,both bleating run each to his Mother. 


And wounds are never found, 
Save what the plough-(hare gives the ground. 


Here are no entrapping baits 
To haſten too, too baſty fates, 


Unleſs 
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Unleſs it be 

The fond credulity 
Of filly fiſh,vobich ( worldling like ) ftill look 
Upon the bait but never on the book : 

Nor envy, *nleſi among 


The birds for price of their ſweet ſong. 


Go, let the diving Negro ſeek 
For Gems bid in ſome forlorn creek; 
We all pearls ſeorn, 
Save what the dewy morn 
Congeals wpon each little ſpire of graſs, 
Which careleſs ſhepberds beat down as they paſs : 
And gold ne*re bere appears, 
Save whazthe yellow Ceres bears, 


Bleſt filent groves, oh may you be 
For ever mirths beſt nurſery ! 
May pure contents 
For ever pitch their tents ( mountains, 
Upon theſe downs, theſe meads,theſe rocks, theſe 
AndPeace ſtill ſlumber by theſe purling fountains: 
Which we may every year 
Mees when we come a fiſhing bere. 


Piſe. Truſt me (Scholar) I thank you hear- 
tily for theſe Verſes,they be choicely good, and 
doubtleſs made by a lover of Angling : Come, 
now,drink a glaſs to me, and I will requite you 
with another very good Copy; it is a Farc- 

T 4 well 
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wellto the vanities of the World,and ſome fay 
written by Sir Harry Wotton, who Itold you 
was an excellent Angler. But let them be writ 
by whom they will, he that writ them had a 
brave ſoul, and muli needs be pofſleft with hap- 
py thoughts at the time of their compoſure : 


Farewell ye gilded follies,pleafing troubles 
Farewell ye bonour' d rags, ye glorious bubbles : 
Fame*s but a hollow eccho, Gold,pure clay, 
Honour the darling but of one ſhort day. 
Beauty (th* eyes idol) but a damask'd kin, 
State but a golden priſon, to live in 
And torture free-born minds : embroydred Trains 
Meerly but pageants for proud ſwelling veins : 
And Blood Ally'd ts Greatneſs is alone 
Inherited, not purchas*d,nor our own. (Birth 
Fame, Honour, Beauty,State,Train,Blood and 
Are but the fading Bloſſoms of the earth, 


Twould be great, but that the Sun oth ftill 
Level bis rayes againft the rifing bill : 

T would be high. but ſee the proudeſt Oak, 
Moſt ſubjeft to the rending Thunder-ftroak : 
Trwouyld be rich, but ſee men( tos unkind) 
Dig in the bowels of the richeſt mind: 

IT would be wiſe, but that I often ſee 

The Fox ſuſpetied whilſt the Aſs goes free : 

T would be fair,but ſee the fair and proud, 

C Like the bright Sun) oft ſutting in a cloud: 
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I would be poor,but know the bumble graſs + 
Still trampled on by each unworthy Aﬀſ, : 
Rich bated : wiſe ſuſpefed : ſcorn*d if poor: 
Great fear'd: fair tempted:highſtill envi*d more: 
I have wi(ſh'd all;but now I wiſht for neither ; 
Great, high,rich,wiſe,zor fair;zpoor Ile be ra- 
(ther. 
Would the world now adopt me for ber heir ? 
Would Beauties Lucen entitle me the Fair ? 
Fame ſpeak me Fortunes Minion ? could 1 vie 
Angels with India,with a ſpeaking eye (dumb 
Command bare heads, bow'd knees, ſtrike Juſtice 
As well as blind and lame,or give a tongue 
To ſtones by Epitaphs:be cal Pd great Maſter 
In the looſe Rhimes of cvery Poetafter ? 
Could Ibe more than any man that lives, 
Great, fair,rich, wiſe all in Superlatives : 
Tet I more freely would theſe gifts reſign, 
Then ever fortune would have made them mine, 
And hold one minute of thy holy leaſure. 
Beyond the riches of this empty pleaſure. 


Welcome pure thougbts,welcome ye ſilent Groves, 
Theſe guejts,theſs conrts my ſoul moſt dearly loves: 
Now the wing'd people of the rkie ſhall fing 

My chearful Anthems to the gladſom Spring : 

A Pray*r-Book now, ſhall be my looking-glaſs, 
In which IT will adore ſweet Vertue*s face, | 
Here dwell xo hateful looks, no Palace cares, 


No broken Vows dwell here,nor pale-fac'd Fears: 


Then 
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Then here Ple fit, and ſigh my bot loves folly, 
And learn't affet an boly melancholy, 

And if Contentment be a ſtranger then, 

Ple ne re look for it,but in heaven agen. 

Venat. Well Maſter ! theſe Verſes be worthy 
to keep a room in every mans memory. I 
thank you for them 3 and I thank you for your 
many inſtructions, which (God willing) I 
will not forget : and as St. Auſtin in his Con- 
feffions (book 4. cbap.3.) commemorates the 
kindneſs of his friend Verecundus , tor lendin 
him and his companion a Ch bens beceuls 
there they reſted and enjoyed themlcl ves free 
from the troubles of the world; ſo,having had 
the like advantage, both by your converſation, 
and the Art you have taught me, Iought ever 
to do the like : for indeed, your company and 
diſcourſe have been ſo uſeful and pleaſant, that 
I may truly ſay, I bave only lived ſince 1 enjoyed 
them, and turned Angler, and not before. Ne- 
vertheleſs , here I muſt part with you, here in 
this now ſad place where I was ſo happy as firſt 
to meet you : But I ſhall long for the ninth of 
May , for then I hope again to enjoy your be- 
loved company at theappointed time and place. 
And now I wiſh for ſome ſomniferous potion, 
that might force me to ſleepaway the intermit- 
ted time, which will paſs away with me as te- 
diouſly.,as it does with men in forrow 3 never- 


theleſs I will make jt as ſhort as I can by my 
hopes 
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bopes and wiſhes. And my good Maſter, I will 
not forget the doctrine which you told me $9- 
crates taught his Scholars, That they ſhould not 
think, to be honoured ſo much for being Philoſo- 
phers, as to boxour Philoſophy by their vertnons 
lives, You adviſed me to the like concerning 
Angling , and I will endeavour to do fo,and to 
live like thoſe many worthy men, of which you 
made mention in the former part of your dif- 
courſe. This is my firm reſolution; and as a 
pious man adviſed his friend, That to beget 
Mortification he ſhould frequent Churches 
8nd view Monuments, and Charnel-houſes,aud 
then and there conſider, how many dead bones time 
had pid up at the gates ef death,So whenl would 
beget content, and increaſe confidence in the 
Power, and Wiſdom, and Providence of Almigh- 
ty God, I will walk the Meadows by ſome gli- 
ding ſtream, and there contemplate the Lilies 
that take no care, and thoſe very many other 
various little living creatures, that arc not only 
created but fed (mans knows not how) by the 
goodneſs of the God of Nature, and therefore 
truſt in him. This is my purpoſe:and ſo, Let eve- 
ry thing that hath breath praiſe theLord. And let 
the blefling of St, Peters Maſter be with mine. 
Piſce. And upon all that are lovers of Vertxe; 


and dare truſt in his providence, and be quier, 


and goa Angling. 
Study to be quiet, 1 Theſe 4. 11, 
FINI 
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DISCOURSE 


By way of 
POST-SCRIPT, 
Touching the 


LAWES' 
ANGLING 


My good Friend, 


>> Cannet bu tendsr my particular 
2 {SS thanks to yon, ſo that you havg 
& [39S been pleaſed by thzss Edittans of 
- a= your Complete Angler, freely to 
diſpencs your dear-banght Ex- 
pertences fo all the lovers of that 
Arct,and havs thereby ſo grcellently vindicatey 
the Legality thereof,as fo dibine A 
at- 


The Laws of Angling. 


(hat if I ſhould go aboiit fo ſay moze in that 
behalf,it indeed were fo light a Candls fs the 
San-But fince all pleaſares (though never fo 
innocent in themſelves)loſo that Kamp, wh:n 
they are elther purſued with tnozdinate affect- 
ons, oz fo the pzejudiceof another; therefoze 
as to the fozmer , every man ought to endga- 
vour, thzough a ſerions conſideration of the 
vanity of wozivly contentments, to moderate 
his affections therennto, whereby they may be 
made 'vf oxcelilent nſe,as ſome poiſons allayed 
are in Pbyſick: And as to the latter > we are 
fo have recourſe to tha known Laws, ignc- 
rance whereof excuſeth no man, and therefo:e 
by their directions ſo to ſquare our actions, that 
we hurt no man, but keep cloſs to that golden 
Rule, To do to all men, as we would our ſelves 
be done unto. 

Now concerning the Art of Angling, ws 
may conclude, @ir, that as yon have p2obed 
it to be of great Intiquity , ſo I find it fa- 
voured by the Laws of this Kingdom ; foz 
where pzobiſfon is mate by our Statutes 
primo Elizab. cap. 17. agatin&t taking Fiſh by 
Nets that benot of ſuch and ſuch a fize thers 


ſet down, yct, thoſs Lawmakers had (ſo mnch 
reſpet to Anglers , as to ercept thenr; anv- 


leave them at iiberty te catch as big as they 
conld, and as little as they would catch. Any 
yet though this Apoſtoltical — -- 
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fimply in it ſelf lawful , yet no man can 
go upon another mans ground fo fiſh, without 
bis licanſs,but that be is a Treſpaſer; but ifa 
man haves Ucenſs to enter into a Cloſs 03 
Gzound foz fach a ſpacs of tims,there,though 
be pzatiſs Angling all that time, he is not a 
Treſpaſſer, becanſe bis fiſhing is no abuſg of 
his licenſe: but this is to be nnverood of run- 
ning Streams,and not of Ponds ez ſtanding 
Pools; foz in caſe of a Pond oz fanding Pool, 
the Dwner thereof bath a pzoperty tn the filh, 
and they are ſo far ſaid to bg his, that he may 
bave Treſpaſs foz the fiſh againſ® any ons 
that ſhall take thour without his licenſe , 
though it bs upon a Common,0oz adjoyntng to 
the Kings Vigh-way , oz adjoyning to ang- 
ther mans ground , who gives iicenſs : But 
in caſs ofa River , where one 0z mozs havs 
libera piſcaria, only it is othsrwiſe, foz thers 
the filhes are ſaid to be ferz nature , and the 
taking of them with an Ingle is not Treſpaſs 
foz that no man is ſaid to have a pzoperty in 
them till he bave caught them : and theu it is 
a Treſpaſs foz any to take them from him: 
but this is not to bs underffood of fiſhes con- 
finevto a mans own ground by gates oz other- 
wiſe, ſo that thep cannot paſs away, but may 
bs taken out oz put in at pleaſare, fog in that 
caſs the party hath a pzoperty in them, as iu 
the caſe-of a tanding Pool, i 
[4 


© But whers any one hath ſeparalis piſcaria,as 
KAT 6 in Child and Greenhills Caſe in 
Tr.1$.Car.1- Tj, 15- Car. 1. in the Kings 
Banch, there it ſcemeth that the fiſh map be 
ſaid to be his, becauſe no man elſe may take 
them wyil they are within his ſeveral fiſh- 
tag: therefoze what is meant by a ſeveral fiſh- 
ing is neceTary to be conſidered: aad though 
the differente between a Free-fiſhing, and a 
Several fiſhing be often treated of Un the an- 
tient books of the Law, and ſome Dpintons 
will have tho vifference to bo great , and c- 
thors ſmall oz nothing at all ; yet the certat- 
aet vefinition of a ſeveral filhing is, whory 
one bath the Royalty, and oweth the ground 
on each five of the water which agreeth with 
; Sir William Calthrops Caſe, 
B44 whers an Agion was b2onght 
13E.44 by him again another fo; 
VRuLY fiſhing in his ſeveral fiſhing, 
Ec. fo which the Defendant pleaded, That the 
places wheretn the Treſpaſs was ſuPpoſed to 
be doe , contained ten Porches uf Landin 
longth , and twenty Perches- in breadth; 
which was his own Fres Hold at- the time 
when the Treſpaſs was fuppoſed to be vone, 
and that he fiſhed there as'was latoful fog him 
' to do, and this was adjudged a good Plea by 


the wholgCoart, and open argument tn that 


very Caſe it was agreed, that no man _ 
ha 
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have a ſederal fiſhing but in his own Cſoll, 
and that free fiſhing map bs in the ſoil of a- 
| nother man , which was all agreed unto by 
Littleton our famous Eagliſh Lawyer. So 
] that from all this may be dzawn this ſhozt 
. concluſion, That if the Ingler take cargtha£ 
be offend not with his feet, thers is no 
; great danger of his hanys. 

- But thers are ſoms covetons rigid perſons, 
s 


whoſe ſouls hold no ſympathy with thoſe of 
the tnnocent 3nglors, having either got to bs 
- | Lo2ds of Royalties , 03 owners of Lands av- 
j- | jooning to Rivers, and theſs do, by ſome ap- 
6 | tedclowniſh naturs and education foz (he pur- 

8, inſult and dominesr over the tnnocent 
Ingler, beating him, bzeabinghis Rod, 03 at 
leaft taking it from þim, and ſometimes im- 


e, 

bt | Pp2iſoning bis perſon as if he wers a Felon. 
ſo; | Whereas a truc-bred Gentleman ſcozns thoſs 
KC, —_— liks atfempts,and will rather refreſh a 
the | ranger at bis Table , than warn him 
to | from coming on his ground npon ſo innocent 
in | an occaſion- It would therefoze be conſidered 
th, | how far (ſuch fartons dzivers are warrantsd by 


the Law and what the Angler may(in caſe of 
ſach violence) do fn defencs of þimſelf : If A 
coms upon another mans ground without his 
licenſe, oz the licenſe of the Law, J am & 
_ Treſpaſſer, ſoz which the owner may habe au 
Ition of Treſpaſs again$ me, and if oy: 

{ avs 
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tinne there after warning, to depart by the 
owner, oz his ſervant thereunto anthoziſed, 
the owner , oz bis ſervant by bis command, 
may put me off by fozce, but not beat me, but 
in caſe of refifance by me, foz then A (by re- 
fiſting) make the aſſanltz but if he beat me, 
Anot reſiſting, in that caſe, he makes tho aſ- 
ſaulf, and J may beat him in defence of my 
 Ceif,and to free my ſelf from his violence: and 
in caſe J ſhall lgave my Rod behind in his 
ground, he may fake {t damage feaſant, but 
bs can neither take it from my perſon by 
fozce, noz bzeak it, but he is a Treoſpaſſer to 
me: Which ſeems _ by the _ —_ 
and Champernoon, Where i\cy- 
Mich, 7, Car. 1. [11 bzought an Sion of Treſ- 
paſs againſt Champernoon fog taking and cut- 
fing his Nets, tho Defendant juffifled fa; 
that he was ſeiſed in fee of a ſeveral fiſhing, 
and that the Plaintiff with others endeaboy- 
red fo row upon his water, and with the Nets 
fo catch bis fiſh, and that foz the ſafe-guard 
of bis fiſhing he took and cut-the Nets and 
!Dars to which plea the Plaintiff demurred; 
and there (ft was avjudged by the whole 
Court , that he could not by fach colour cut 
the Nets and Dars;and judgment was there- 
11pon given foz the Platatiff. 
MDoubtleſs our Foze-fathers well conſide- 


red, that man fo man was a wolf, and — 
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foze made good Laws to keep us from debon- 
ring one another, and amongft the reſt a very 
good Statute was made in the thzes and foz- 
ticth year of Nneen Elizabeth, whereby it ts 
pzovided, that in perſonal Attions in the 
Courts at Weſtminſter, (being not foz Land oz 
Battery )when it hall appear fo the Audges, 
(and be ſa by them ſignified.) that the debt oz 
damages to be recovered amount not to the 
ſum of fozty ſhillings oz above, the ſaid Indg- 
es (hall award to the Plaintiff no moze coſts 
than damages, but leſs at thetr diſcretion. 

And now with my acknowledgment of ths 
advantags Jhavs had both bp your frigndſhip 
and your book 3 J wiſh nothing may ever bs 
that looks like an alteration in the firſtz noz 
any thing in the laſt, nnleſs, by reaſon of the 
uſeful pleaſure of it , pon had called {t The 
Arcadia of Angling, foz it deſerves that Title, 
and J would veſerve the continnance of your 
Friendlhip. 
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XD» Eing you were pleaſed ſome 
2 years paſt, to grant me 
P your free leave to dowhat 

T have bere attempted;and 
obſerving.you never retrat any promiſe 
when made in favour even of your mea- 
AZ neſt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
neſt friends ; T accordingly expefI to ſee 
theſe following particular Direfions for 
the taking of a Trout,to wait upon your 
better and more general Rules for all 
forts of Angling * And,thovgh mine be 
neither ſo perfett, ſo well digeſted, nor 
indeed ſo handſomely coucht as they 
might bave been, in ſo long a time as 
fince your leave was granted ; yet, I 
dare affirm them to be generally true: 
And they bad appeared too in ſome- 
thing a neater dreſs, but that I was ſur- 
priz'd with the ſuddain news.of a ſud: 
dain new Edition of your Compleat 
Angler ; ſo that, having but a littk 
more than ten days time to turn me in, 
and rub up my memory ( for in truth [ 
have not in all this long time, though 

b J 
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F bioe often houghe 08/4, "and almoſt 

os often reſo #togo prefently about it) 
Fas" fore't upon whe inflacus to ſeribble 
what I bere projet you -:'which Þ have 
alſo endeawour'd to accommodate to 
your 0wn Method. Andjf mine be clear 
enough for the honefi Brothers of the 
Angle readily to underSland; (nhich 
is the only thing I aim at) then { have 
my end ;. and ſhall need to make no 
further dpohgy ; a writing of this kind, 
not requiring (if I were MaSter of any 
ſuch thing) any Eloquence to ſet it off, 
or recommend it ; fo that if you,in your 
better Judgment ,or kindneſs rather can 


' allow it paſsable for athing of this na. 


ture ; Tou will then do me honour if 
the Gypher fixt and carv'd in the front 
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of my. little fiſhing- houſe may be here 
explained: And, to permit me to at- 
tend you in publick,who in private. have 


ever been, am, and ever reſolve to be 


Sir, 


Tour moſt affe&ionate 


Son and Servant 


Berisford 1oth. 
of March 167+. 


Charles Cotton. 
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THE 
COMPLEAT ANGLER; 
OR, : 
The Contemplative Man's 
Recreacion, 
— Rk 
CHAP. I, 


Piſcator Tuntor & Viator: 


hs = ws. ISCAT. You axe happily overta- 
| ON. ken Sir 5 may a man be (0 bold 
12+ as to enquire how far you travel 
| _ this way ? 

\\ Viator. Yes ſure Sir very frees 
ly; though it be a queſtion I can- 
not very well reſolve you 3 as not knowing 
iny ſelf how far it is to Aſborn, whete I ins 

tend to night to take up my Inn. 
Piſcat. Why then Sir, ſeeing I perceive ro 
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to be a Stranger in theſe parts 3 I ſhall take up- 
on meto inform you, that from the Town you 
hſt came through, call'd Brelsford, it is tive 
miles,and you are not yet above half a mile on 
this ſide. | 

Viat. So much ! I was told it was but ten 
miles from Derby, and methinks I have rode 
almoft ſo far already. 

PFiſcat. O Sir, find nofault with large mea- 
fare of good Land, which Derby-ſhire abounds 
in, as much as moſt Counties of Ergland. 

Viat. It may be ſo, and good Land I confeſs 
affords a pleaſant proſpe&t : but by your good 
leave Sir, large meaſure of foul way is not al- 
together fo acceptable. 

Piſcat. True Sir, but the foul way ſerves to 
juſtife the fertiliryof the ſoyl 3 according to 
the Proverb : There is good Land, where there 
#r foul way; and is of good uſe to inform you 
of theRiches of theCountry you are come into, 
and of its continual Travel, and Traffick to 
the Country Town you came from , which 
is alſo very obſervable by the fulneſs of its 
Road, and the loaden Horſes you meet every 
where upon the way. 

Viat. well Sir, I will be content to think as 
well of your Country, as you would deftire, 
and I ſhall have a great deal of reaſon both to 
think, and to ſpeak very well of you, If I may 
obtain the happineſs of your company * the 
Ore- 


Chap. 1. The Contpleat Anglet. 3 


foretnentioned place, provided your affairs 
lead you that way, and that they will permit 
you to ſlack your pace out of complacency to 
a Traveller utterly a Stranger in thefe parts, 
and who am ſtill to wander further out of my, 
own knowledg, 

Piſcat. Sir, you invite me to my owl ads 
vantage, and I am ready to attend you : my, 
way lying through that Town 3 but my bus 
fineſs, that is,my home, ſome miles beyond it # 
however l ſhall have time enough to lodg you 
in your Quarters, and afterwards to. perform 
my own Journey. In the mean time may I 
be fo bold as to enquire the end of your Jours 
Ncy's 

Viat. 'Tis into Lancaſhire Sir , and about 
ſome bulinefs of concern toa near Relation of 
mine : for I affure you, I do not ufe to take 
ſo long Journeys, as from Eſſex upon the tingle 
account of pleaſure. 

Piſcat. From thence Sir ! I do not then won» 
der you ſhould appear diſſatisfied with the 
length of the Miles, and the foulnefs of the 
way : though I am ſorry you ſhould begin to 
quarrel with them ſo foon; for, believe me 
Sir, you will find the Miles much longer, and 
the way much worſe before you come to your 
Journies end, 

Viat, Why truly Sir for that,I am prepar'd 
to expe the worſt 3 but methinks the way 1s 

B 2 mended 
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mended fince I had the good fortune to fall in- 
to your good company. 

Piſcat. You are not oblig'd tomy company 
for that : but becauſe you are already paſt the 
worſt, and the greateſt part of your way to 
your Lodging. 

Viat. lam very glad to hear it, both for 
the caſe of my ſelf,and my Horſe ; but eſpe- 
cially becauſe I may then expet a freer en- 
joyment of your converſationz though the 
ſhortneſs of the way will, I fear, make me loſe 
it the ſooner. 

Piſcat. ThatSir is not worth your care and 
Jam ſure you deſerve much better, for being 
content with fo ill company: but we have al- 
ready talkt away two Miles of your Journey 3 
for from the Brook before us, that runs at the 
foot of this Sandy Hill,you have but three Miles 
to Aſtborn, 

Viat, 1 meet every where in this Country 
with theſe little Brooks, and they look as if 
they were full of Fiſh 3 have they not Trouts 
in them ? 

Piſcat. That is a queſtion, which is to be 
excus'd in a Stranger as you arez otherwile, 
give me leaveto tell you, it would ſeem a kind 
of affront to our Country, to make a doubt of 
what we pretend to be famous for, next, if not 
before,our Malt, Wool, Lead, and Coles for 
you are to underſtand, that we think we have 
as 
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as many fine Rivers, Rivulets, and Brooks, as 
any Country whatever, and they are all full of 
Trouts, and ſome of them the beſt ( it is faid ) 
by many degrees in England. 

Viat. I was firſt Sir in love with you, and 
now ſhall be ſo enamour'd of your Country by 
this account you give me of it, as to wiſh my 
ſelf aDerby-ſhireMan,or at leaſt thatI might live 
init; for you muſt know Iama pretender to 
the Angle, and doubtleſs a Trout affords the 
molt pleaſure to the Angler, of any ſort of Fiſh 
whatever 3 and the beſt Trouts, muſt needs 
make the beſt ſport : But this Brook, and 
ſome others 1 have met with upon this way, 
are too full of Wood for that recreati- 
ON. 

Piſcat. This Sir! why this, and ſeveral 0- 
thers like it, which you have paſt, and ſome 
that you are like to paſs, have ſcarce any name 
amongſt us: but we can ſhew you as fine Ri- 
vers, and as clear from wood, or any other 
encumbrance to hinder an Angler, as any you 
ever ſaw ; and for clear , beautiful ſireams, 
Hantſhire it ſelf, by Mr. Izaak Walton”s good 
leave, can (ſhew none ſuch 3 nor I think and 
Country in Exrope. 

Viat, You go far Sir in the praiſe of your 
Country Rivers, and I perceive have read 
Mr Walton's Compleat Angler by your naming 
of Hentſhire, and I pray what is your opinion 
of that Book ? B 3 Piſcs, 
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Piſ:at. My Opinjon of Mr, alton's Book is 
the ame with every Man's, that underſtands 
any thing of the Art of Angling, that it is an 
excellent good one, and that the forementio- 
ned Gentleman underſtands as much of Fiſh,and 
Fiſhing as any Man living: but T muſt tell you 
further, that T have the happineſs to know his 
perſon, and to be intimately acquainted with 
him, and in him to know the worthieft Man, 
and to enjoy the beft, and the trueſi Friend any 
Man ever had: nay, I ſhall yet acquaint you 
further, that he gives me leave to call him Fa- 
ther, and I hope is not yet aſham'd toown me 
for his adopted Son. 

Viat. In earneſt Sir T1 am raviſht to meet 
with a friend of Mr. 1zaak Walton*s, and one 
that does him ſo much right in ſo good and 
truea CharaGerz for I muſt boaſt to you, that 
I have the good fortune to know him too, and 
came acquainted with him much after the ſame 
mannerI do with you 3 that he was my Maſter 
who firſt taught me to love Angling, and then 
to become an Angler and to be plain with 
you,I am the yery Man decipher'd in his Book 
under the name of Venator, for T was wholly 
addicted to the Chacez till he taught me as 
good, a more quiet, innocent, and leſs dan- 

erous diverhon, 

Piſcat, Sir, T think my ſelf happy in your 
acquaintance, and before we part fhall _— 
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leave to embrace youz you have ſaid enough 
to recommend you to my beſt opinion 3 for my 
Father Walton will be ſcen twice in no Man's 
company he does not like, and likes none but 
ſuch as he believes to be very honeſt men, 
which is one of the beſt Arguments, or at leaſt 
of the beſt Teſtimonies I have, that I either 
am, or that he thinks me one of thoſe, ſeeing 
I have not yet found him weary of me. 

Viat, You ſpeak like a true Friend, and in 
doing ſo render your ſelf worthy of his fricad- 
ſhip. May Lbe fo bold as to ask your name ? 

Piſcat. Yes urely Sir, and if you pleaſe a 
much nicer queſtion, my name is and I 
intend to ſtay long enough in your company, 
if I find you do not diſlike mine, to ask yours 
too. In the mean time, becauſe we are now 
almoſt at Aſbora, I ſhall freely, and bluntly 
tell you, that I am a Brother of the Angle too, 
and peradventure can give you ſome inltruci- 
ons how to Angle for a Trout in a clear River, 
that my Father Walton himſelf will not diſap- 
prove, though he did either purpoſely omit, 
or did not remember them, when you, and he 
fate diſcourling under the Sycamore Tree. And 
being you have already told me whether your 
Journey is intended,and that I am better ac- 
quainted with the Country than you are 3 I will 
heartily, and ecarneſily entreat, you will not 
think of ſtaying at this Town : but go on with 
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me ſix Miles further to my Houſe, where you 
ſball be extreamly welcom;it is directly in your 
way,we have day enoughto perform our Jour- 
ney,6 as you like your ertertainment, you may 
there repoſe your felt a day or twozor as many 
more as your occalions will permit, to recom- 
pence the trouble of ſo much a langer Journey. 

Viat. Sir, you ſurpriſe me with ſo triendly 
an invitation upon ſo ſhort acquaintance : but 
how advantagious ſoever it would be to me, 
and that my haſt perhaps is not (o great, but 
it might diſpenſe with ſuch a divertiſement as I 
promiſe my (clf in your Company yet I can- 
not in modeſty accept your offer, & muli there- 
fore beg your pardon:I could otherwiſe, Icontcls 
be glad to wait upon you, if upon no other ac- 
count but to talk of Mx.I. Walton,and to receive 
thoſe inſtructions you fay you are able to give 
me for the deceiying a Trout 3 in which art I 
will not deny, but that I have an ambition to 
be one of the greateſt deceivers 3 though I can- 
not forbear freely to tell you, that I think it 
hard to ſay much more, than has been read to 
me upon that ſubject. 

Piſcat. well Sir, I grant that too 3 but you 
muſt know that the variety of Rivers, rcquire 
different ways of Angling : however you thall 
have the beſi Rules 1am able to give, and I 
will tell you nothing I have not made my (elf 
as. certain of, as any Man can be in thirty years 

Experience 
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Experience ( for fo long I have been a dabler 
in that art ) and that if you pleaſe to ſlay a few 
days, you (hall not in a very great meaſure fee 
made good to you. But of that hercafter, 
and now, Sir, if I am not miſtaken I have 
halt overcome you; and that I may wholly 
conquer that modeſty of yours, I will take up- 
on me to be ſo familiar as to ſay, you muſt ac= 
cept my invitation, which that you may the 
more ea{ily be perſwaded to do, I will tell you 
that my Houſe ſtands upon the margin of one 
of the tinelt Rivers for Trouts, and grayling 
in England , that I have lately built a little 
Fiſhing Houſe upon it, dedicated to Anglers, 
over the door of which you will {-e the two 
hrit Letters of my Father Walton's  _ 
name and mine twilted in Cypher; * 0 = 
that you ſhall lye in the ſame Bed he mt 
has ſometimes been contented with, and have 
luch Country entertainment, as my Friends 
ſometimes accept, and be as welcome too, as 
the beſt Friend of them a}. 
_ Viat. Nodoubt Sir, but my Maſler Walton 
found good reaſon tobe ſatisfied with hisenter- 
taininent in your Houſe 3 for you who are fo 
friendly to a meer Stranger who deſerves ſo 
little, muſt needs be exceedingly kind and free 
to him who deſerves ſo much. 

Piſcat. Believe me,no ! and ſach as are inti- 
mately acquainted with that Gentleman, _ 

im 
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him to bea Man, who will not endure to be 
treated like a Stranger. So that his acceptation 
of my poor entertainments, has ever been a 
Pure effect of his own humility, and good na- 
ture, and nothing elſe, But Sir, we are now 
going down the Spittle Hill into the Town,and 
therefore let me importune you ſuddainly to 
reſolve, and moſt earneſtly not to deny me. 

Viat, In truth Sir, Lam ſo overcome by your 
Bounty, that I find I cannot , but muſt ren- 
der my ſelf wholly to be diſpos'd by you. 

Piſcat. Why that's heartily, and kindly (po- 
ken, and I as heartily thank you and being 
you have abandon'd your ſelf to my condud, 
we will only call and drinka glaſs on Horſe- 
back at the Talbot, and away. 

Viat. I attend you, but what pretty River 1s 
this, that runs under this Stone-Bridg ? has it 
a name ? | 

Piſcat. Yes,Tis call'd Henmore,and has in it 
both Trout, and Grayling z but you will meet 
with one or two better anon. And fo ſoon as 
we are paſt through the Town, I will endea- 
vour by ſuch diſcourſe as beſt likes you to pals 
away the time, till you come to your ill Quar- 
ters, 

Viat. we can talk of nothing with which 1 
ſhall be more delighted than of Rivers an1 
Angling. | | 

Piſcat. Let thoſe be the SubjeAs then, but 
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we are now come to the Talbot, what will 
you drink Sir, Ale, or Wine. 

Viat. Nay, I am' for the Country liquor, 
Derby-ſhire Ale, if you pleaſe; for a Man 
ſhould not methinks come tromLoxdonto drink 
Wine in the Peak, 

Piſecs. You are in the right; and yetlet me 
tell you, you may drink worſe French-wine 
in many Taverns in Londox, than they have 
ſometimes at this Houſe, What hoe! bring 
us a Flaggon of your beſt Ale, and now Sir 
my ſervice to you, a good health to the honeſt 
Gentleman you know of, and you are welcome 
intothe Peak. 

Viat, 1 thank you Sir, and preſent you my 
ſervice again, and to all the honeſt Brothers of 
the Angle. 

Piſcat. V'le pledg you Sir, fo, there's for 
your Ale, and farewell. Come Sir, let us be 
going, z for the fun grows low, and I would 
have you look about you as you ride 3 for you 
will ſee an odd Country, and tights, that will 
{ecm (trange to you, 
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P7 S CAT. So Sir,now we are got to the 

top of the Hill out of Town, look about 
you, and tell me how you like the Coun- 
ery. 

Viat. Bleſs me ! what Mountains axc here ! 
are we not in Wales ? 

Piſcat, No, but inalmoſt as Mantainous Fl 
Country,and yet theſe Hills though high, bleak, 
and craggy, breed and feed good Beet, and 
Mutton above ground, and afford good (tore 
of Lead within. 

Viat. They had need of all thoſe commodi- 
ties to make amends for the il] Land-ſchape : 
But I hope our way docs not lye over any of 
theſe3 for I dread a precipice. 

PFiſcat, Believe me but it does, and down 
one eſpecially, that will appear a little terrible 
to a Stranger ; though the way is paſſable c- 
nough, and ſo paſſable, that we who are Nz- 
tives of theſe Mountains, -and acquainted with 
_ them, diſdain to alight. 

Viat. F hope though that 2 Forraigner is pri- 
viledged to uſe his own difcretion,and that I 
may have the liberty to entruſt my neck to the 
fidelity of my own fect, rather than to thoſe 
of my Horſe; for I have no more at home. 
Piſca. 


Chap. * @ he Compleat Angler. x3 


Piſcat. *T were hard elſe. But in the mean 
time I think *twere beſt while this way is pret- 
ty even, to mend our pace, that we may be 
paſt that Hill I ſpeak of, to the end your appre- 
henfion may not be doubled for want of light to 
diſcern the eafineſs of the deſcent. 

Viat, T am willing to put forward as faſt as 
my Beaſt will give me leave 43 though I fear 
nothing in your Company. But what pretty 
River is this we are going into ? 

Piſcat. Why this Sir is called BentlyBrook, 
and is full of very good Trout, and Grayling 
but ſo encumbred with wood in many places, 
as Is troubleſom to an Angler. 

Viat. Here are the prettieſt Rivers, and the 
moſt of them in this Country that ever faw ; 
do you know how many you have in the Coun- 
try ? 

Piſcat. T know them all, and they were not 
hard to reckon, were it worth the trouble 3 
but the moſt conſiderable of them I will pre- 
ſently name you. And to begin where we now 
are ( for you muſt know we are now upon the 
very $kirts of Derby-ſhire ) we have tirſt the 
River Dove, that we ſhall come to by and by, 
which divides the two Counties of Derby, and 
Stafford for many Miles together, and is fo 
calld from the ſwiftneſs of its current, and 
that ſwiftneſs occaſion'd by the declivity of its 
courſe, and by being ſo ſtraitned in that courſe 
betwixt 
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berwixt the Rocks ; by which, and thoſe very 
high ones, /it is -hereabout for four, or five 
Miles confin*d: into a very narrow ſtream. A 
River that 'from a contemptible Fountain 
( which }can cover with my Hat ) by the con- 
fluence of other Rivers, Rivulets, Brooks,and 
Rills, is {welPd, ( before it fall into Trent a 
lictle | below Egginton, ( where it loſes the 
name, )- to. fuch a breadth, and depth, as to 
be in moſt places navigable,were not the paſſage 
frequently interrupted with Fords, and Wires, 
and has as fertile Bancks, as avy River in Exg- 
land, none excepted. And this River from 
its head for a Mile or two is a black water (as 
all the reſt of the Derby-ſhire Rivers of note, 0- 
riginally are,for they all ſpring from theMoſſes) 
but is ig a few Miles travel ſo clarified by the 
addition of ſeveral clear, and very great ſprings 
( bigger than it (elf  ) which guſh out of the 
Lime-ſtoneRocks, that before it comes to my 
Houſe, which is but 11x, or ſeven Miles from its 
fource, you will find it one of the pureſi Chry- 
ſtalline tireams you have feen. 

Viat. does Trent ſpring in theſe parts ? 

Piſcat. Yes in theſe parts 3 not in this Coun- 
ty, but ſomewhere towards the upper end of 
$tafford-ſpire,l think not far from a place call'd 
Trextham, and thence runs down not far from 
Stafford to Wolſly Bridg,and waſhing the skirts 
and purlews oft the Forreſt of Needwoed runs 
down 
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down to Burton in the ſame County; thenee 
it comes into this where we now are, and run- 
ning by Swarkſton, and Dunnington, receives 
Derwent at Wildow, and fo to Nottingham, 
thence to Newark, and by Gainsboreugh, to 
Kingſton upon Hull, where it takes the name 
of Humber, and thence falls into the Sea: but 
that the Map will beſt inform you. 

Viat. Know you whence this River Trent 
derives its name ? 

Piſcat. No indeed, and yet I have heard it 
often diſcourſt upon, when ſome have given its 
denomination from the forenamed Trextham ; 
though that ſeems rather a derivative from it 3 
others have faid *tis fo calPd from thirty Ri- 
vers that fall into it,and there loſe their names, 
which cannot be neither,becauſe it carries that 
name from its very Fountain, before any other 
Rivers fall intoit 3 others derive it from thirty 
ſeveral forts of Fiſh that breed there, and that 
is the moſt likely derivation : But be it how it 
will, it is doubtleſs one of the fineſt Rivers in 
the World, and the moſt abounding with ex- 
cellent Salmon, and all forts of delicate 
Fiſh. 

Viat. Pardon me Six for tempting you into 
this digreffion, and then proceed to your other 
Rivers , for Lam mightily delighted with this 
diſcourſe. 


Piſcat, It was no interruption, but a very 
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ſeaſonable queſtion 3 for Treat is not only one 
of our Derby.ſhire Rivers,but the chicf of them, 
and into which all the rett pay the Tribute of 
their namesz which I had perhaps forgot to 
inſiſt upon, being got to the other end of the 
County, had you not awoke my memory; 
But I will now proceed, and the next River of 
note (ftorl will take them asthey lye Eaſtward 
from us) is the River Wye 3 I ſay of note, for 
we have two lefſer betwixt us and it, namely 
Lathkin , and Bradford, of which Lathbkin is 
by many degrees the pureſt, and moſt tranſpa- 
rent ſtream, that I ever yet ſaw cither at home 
or abroad, and breeds *tis ſaid, the reddeſt, and 
the beſt Trouts in England 3 but neither of 
theſe are to be reputed Rivers, being no better 
than great ſprings. The River Wye then has 
its ſource near unto Buxtons, a Town ſome ten 
Miles from hence, famous for a warm Bath,and 
which you are to ride through in your way to 
Mancheſter, a black water too at the Fountain 
but by the ſame reaſon with Dove, becomes ve- 
ry ſoon a moſi delicate clear River, and breeds 
admirable Trout, and Grayling, reputed by 
thoſe, who, by living upon its Banks are par- 
tial to it,the beſt of any, and this,running down 
by Afford, Bakewell, and Haddon; at a Town 
2 little lower call'd Rowſly falls into Derwent; 
and there loſes its name. The next in order 
is Derwent a black water too, and that not coly 
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from its Fountain, but quite through its! pro- 
greſs,not having theſeChryſtal-ſprings to waſh 
and cleanſe it,: which the two foreinentioned 
have:4:1but abounds with Trout':and — 
( luch : as. they are ) towards! its--ſdurce;;: ar 
with Selmon below 3 and this River from the 
upper:and utmoſt:part of ; this County. whert 
it ſprings, taking /its courſe by - Chateworth, 
Darly, Matlock, Derby., ; Barrowe Aſh, | and 
Awberſon, falls: irito Trent. 'atya: hace: call'd 
Wilden, and there loſes its natnei! ] The':Eaft 
fide of this County of Derby is:boutded. by 
little inconſiderable Rivers, as Awher,Erxowayi, 
and the like, ſcarce worth'rianiing;;: buc.Txouty 
too, and further we are not:'to enquires rBiit 
Sir I have carricd-you;'-as' a: Man :miay. fay by 
water, till, we'arenow- comets the-deſcent of 
the formidable: Hill 1: told you: of, at the foot 
'of which runs.che:River-Dave, iwhich I-cannot 
but. love abdve::all the reſt, .and:therefore pre- 
are your ſcl6to bea little friglited, | ©: 
Viat, Sir,,I fee you would: fortific me, that 
I ſhould not ſhame.my ſelf: but I dare follow 
'where you pleaſe; to lead_tne,: and Efee. no dan- 
ger-yet z, fox the deſcent methipks is thus far 
green, even; and :caſy«..;; . ;- » 0; 
Piſe. You wil like it, worſe preſently when 
yau. come to the brow of the Hill; and now we 
,are, there, what think you? ; 
. Viat, What do. I think? - why 1 think 
C..: .it 
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it the firangeſt place that ever ſure Mcn, and 
Horſes went down,and that (if there be any 
Gfety at all ) the fafeſt way is to alight. 
Piſe.. I think fo too for you, who are mount- 
ed upon a Beaft not acquainted with theſe ſlip- 
ery floneszand though I frequently ride down, 
I will alight too to bear you company, and to 
Rad you the way, and if you pleaſe my Man 
> 'Viat. Marry Sir, and thank you too, for I 
am afraid I ſhall have enough to do to look to 
my ſelf ;'and' with my Horſe in my hand 
ſhould be ina double fear, both of breaking my 
neck, and my Horſe's falling on me,for it is as 
Neep asa' penthouſe, - 
' Pe.” To :loek down from hence it appears 
ſo, confefs,. but the path winds and turns,and 
will riot be found fo:troubleſorm. 
Viet. Woutd .{$' were: well:down though ' 
-Hoiſt thee ! there's one fair ſcape! theſe ftones 
are ſo ſlippery I cannot ſtand! yer again! I think 
$ were beſt lay my heeles in my neck, and tum- 
ble down. ' | : + 
--* Piſe, If you think your heeles will defend 
your neck, that is the -'way to be foon at the 
bottom ; but give me- your hand at this broad 
fone, and then the worſtis paſt. 
" Viat. 1 thank you Sir, I am nowpaftit, 
I can go my ſelf What's here the tign of a 
Bridg? Do you uſe to Travel with wheel-bar- 
. xows in this Country ? Piſe. 
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Piſe, Not that 1 ever ſaw Sir, why do you 
ask that queſtion ? 

Viat, Becauſe this Bridg certainly was made 
for wothing elſe; why a mouſe can hardly go 0- 
ver it : *Tis not two fingers broad. 

Piſc. You are pleaſant, and I am glad to ſee 
you ſo; but I have rid over the Bridg many 
a dark night. | 

Viat, Why according to the Freneh proverb, 
and *tis a good one among a great many of 
worle ſenſe and ſound that language abounds 
in, Ce que Diu garde, eft bien gar 6 They, 
whom God takes care of are inſate proteCtion ; 
but, let me tell you, would not ride over it for 
a thouſand pounds, nor fall off it fortwo ; and 
yet I think I dare venture on foot, though if 
you were not by- to laugh at me: I ſhould dp 
it on all four. | 

Piſce. Well Sir, your mirth becomes you,and 
Iam glad to ſee you ſafe over, and now you 
are welcome into Staffordſhire. 

Viat. How Stafford-(hire what do I there 
trow ! there is not a word of Stafford-ſhire in 
all my dire&ion. 

Piſc. You ſee you are betray'd into it5 
but ir ſhall be in order to ſomething that will 
make amends z and *tis but an ill Mile or twe 
out of your way. 

Viat, I believe all things Sir, and doubt no- 
thing. Is this your beloved River Dove, *Tis 
| C 3 clear, 
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clear, and ſwift indeed, but a very little 
ONE. | 

Piſe, You ſee it here at the worſt ; we ſhall 
come fo it anon again. after two Miles riding, 
and fo near as to lye upon the very Banks. 

' Viat. Would we were there oncebut I hope 

we have no more of theſe Alpes to paſs o- 
Ver. 
Piſe. No, 'to 'Sir, only this aſcent. before 
you, which you ſee is not very uneaſy, and 
then you will no more quarrel with your 
Way. 
Viat. Well, if ever I come to London (of 
which many a Man there, if he were in my 
place would make a queſtion; ) I will fit down 
and write my Travels, and like Tom Coriate 
-print them at my own charge. Pray what do 
you call this Hill we come down? + 

Piſe. We call'it Hanſon Toot. 

Viat. Why farewell Hanſon Toor, Vie no 
more on thee; I'le go twenty Miles about firſi: 
Puh. I ſweat , that my ſhirt ſticks to my 
back. 

Piſce, Come Sir,now we are up the Hill, and 
now how do you ? | 

Viat. Why very well 1 humbly thank you 
Sir, and warm enough 1 aſſure you. What have 
we here, a Church! As Pme an honeſt Man a 
very pretty Church !' Have you Churches in 
this Country Sir ? 

Piſc, 
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Piſc, You ſee' we have: but had you ſeen 
none, Why ..ſhould you make. that doubt 


1 Six ? | 

3 Viat, Why, if you will not: be angry, I'le 
tell you, I thought my ſelf a Stage, or two be- 

" yond Chriſtendom. | 

" Piſc. Come, come, wee*l ygconcile you to. 
our Country before we part with you 5. if 

4 _— you good ſport with Angling will 

O't. | 
__ Viat. My reſpe& to you, and that together 


may do much Sir 3 otherwiſe,to be plain with 
of you, 1 do not find my ſelf much inclin'd that 
ny WaY. . 


vo Piſc. Well Sir, your raillery upon ourMoun= 
ae tains has brought us almoſt home and look 
do you where the fame River of Dove has again 


met us to. bid you welcome, and to invite you 
to a diſh of Trouts to morrow. 


no Viat. Is this the ſame we ſaw at the foot of 
rſi: Penmen-Maure? It is much a finer River 
my here. _ 

Piſe. It will appear yet much finer to 
and morrow. But look you Sir here appears the 


Houſe, that is now like to be your Inn,for want 
you of a better. 


ave Viat. It appears on a (uddain, but not before 
n 2 *twas lookt for, it ſtands prettily, and here's 
SIN vvood about it too, but fo young, as appears 
to be of your ovvn planting, 

iſcs . C 4 | P iſc, 


F 


22 The Compleat Angler. Parc.17. 


Piſc. It is fo, vvill it pleaſe you to alight 
Sir; and novy permit me aſter all your pains 
and dangers to take you in my arms, and to 
afſure you, that you are infinitely vvelcome. 

Vise. I thank you Sir, and am glad with all 
my heartT am here, for, in down right truth, 
I am exceeding wear y. 

- Piſce. You will ſleep ſo much the better ; 
you ſhall preſently have a light ſupper, and to 
bed. Come, Sirs, lay the Cloth, and bring 
what you have preſently, and let the Gentle- 
man's Bed be made ready in the mean time 
in my Facthcr Waltons Chamber 3 and now 
Sir here is my ſervice to you, and once more 
welcome. 

Viat. 1 marry Sir this glaſs of good Sack 
has refreſht me, and le make as bold with 
your meat; for the Trot has got me a good 
ſtomach. 

Piſce. Come Sir fall to then, you ſee my lit- 
tle ſupper is always ready when I come home, 
and I'le make no Stranger of you. 

Viat, That your Meal is ſo ſoon ready is a 
fign yourServants know your certain hours, Sirz 
I confeſs I did not expe it foſoon 3 but now 
*tis here, you ſhall ſee I will make my ſelf no 
Stranger. 

Piſc, Much good do your heart,and I thank 
You for that friendly word: and now Sir my 
ſervice to you ina Cup pf More-Lands - 

or 
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for you are now in the More-Landsr,but within 
a ſpit,and a firide of the peak fill. my Friend 
his Glaſs. 

Viat. Believe me you have good Ale in the 
More-Lands ; far better than that at Aſ- 
born. 

Piſc. That it may ſoon be: for Aſpborn has 
( which isa kind of a Riddle ) always in it the 
beſt Mault, and the worſt Ale in England, 
Come take away, and bring us ſome pipes,and 
a bottle of Ale, and go to your own Suppers. 
Are you for this diet Sir ? 

Viat. Yes Sir.,l am for one pipe of Tobac- 
” z and I perceive yours is very good by the 

ell. 

Piſce. The beſt I can get in Loxdox 1 aſſure 
you : But Sir,now you have thus far comply'd 
with my deſigns, as to take a troubleſom Jour- 
ney into an ill Country, only to fatisfie me 3 
how leng may I hope to enjoy you? 

Viat. Why truly Sir, as long as I conveni- 
ently can; and longer I think you would not 
have me. | 

Piſe, Not to your inconvenience by any 
means Sir,but I ſce you are weary, and there- 
fore I will preſently wait on you to yourCham- 
ber, where take Counſel of your pillow,and to 
morrow reſolve me. Here take the lights, 
and pray follow them, Sir z Here you are 
like to lye, and now I have ſhew'd you 


C 4 your 


£4 The Compleat Angler. .Part.IT. 
your” Lodging, --I + beſeech -you - command 
any :thing''you want, and fo-I wiſh you 
good reſt. ie; 
Viat, Good night Sir, 


cu GHAP. I, 


FN ISC.Good morrow Sir, what up and dreſt 
ſo carly ? | | 


Viat.Yes Sir, I have been dreſt this half hour; 
for I reſted ſo well, and haveſo great a mind 
either to take, or to ſee a Trout taken in your 
fine River, that I could no longer lye a bed. 


, Piſc. Lam glad to fee you fo brisk this mor- 


ning, and ſo eager of ſport; though I muſt 
tell you, this day proves fo calm, and the Sun 
riſes ſo bright, as promiſes no great ſucceſs to 
the Angler: but however we'l try, and one 
way or other we ſhall ſure do ſomething. What 
will you haveto your breakfaſt , or what will 
you dririk this Morning. 

Viat. For Breakfaſt I never cat any,and for: 
Drink am. very: indifferent; but if you pleaſe 
to call fora Glaſs of Ale, I'me for you 3 and 
let it be quickly if you pleaſe: for I long to 
ſee the little Fiſhing-houſe you ſpoke of, and to 
he at my Leflon. 364 

| | Piſe 
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+  Pife.Well Sir,You ſee the Als come with- 
out Calling 3 for though I do n&tknow yours, 
my people know' my diet, which is always one 
Glaſs ſo ſoonas 1 am dreſt , and no more till 
Dinner , and fo my Servants -have ſerved 
you. 

Viat. My thanks, and now if you pleaſe let 
us look out this tine morning, 
- Piſce. With all my heart, Boy take the Key 
of my Fiſhing-houſe,and carry. down thoſe two 
t Angle-Rods in the Hall window thither, with 
my Fiſh-pannier, Pouch,and landing Net, and 


" ay:you there till” we come. Come Sir we'l 
d realitafter , where by the way I expe& you 
F ſhould raiſe all :the* exceptions againſt our 
Country you cat: ' 
” - Viat. Nay Sir, donot think me ſoill natur'd, 
Ti nor ſo uncivil,I only made a little bold with it 
in laſt night to divert you, and was only in 
to jeaſt. _ 
ne You were then in as good carneſt as 1 am 
at now with you :' but had you been really angry 
Ill at it, I could not blame you: For, to fay the 
truth, it is not very taking at firſt fight : Buc 
or: look you,Sir,now you are abroad, docs not the 
ale Sun ſhine as bright here as in Eſſex, Middleſex, 
nd or Kent, or any- of your Southern Coun- 
to tries? p21 
to - Viat. *Tis a delicate Morning indeed, and I 
now think this a marvellous pretty place. 
at 4 | Piſce. 
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Fiſe.Whether you think {0 or no,yon.cannot 
oblige me more than to fay fo; and thoſe of 
my friends who know my humour , and are 
kind as to comply with it, uſually flatter me 
that way-.. , But look you Sir, now you are at 
the brink of the Hill, how do you like my Ri- 
ver,the Valcit winds through like a Snake,and 
the ſcituation of my little Fiſhing-houſe 7 

Viat.T ruſt me *tisall very finc,and the houſe 
ſeems at this diſtance a neat building. 

Piſc. Good enough for that purpoſe 3 and 
here is a bowling Green too, cloſe by it, fo 
though I am my ſelf no very govud bowler, 1 
am nt totally devoted to my own pleaſure 
but that I have alſo ſome regard to other men's. 
And now Sir you are come to the door ,; pray 
walk in, and there we will lit, and talk as long 
as you plcaſle. | 

Viat. Stay, what's here over the door ? Piſ- 
® There is wnder Catoribus ſacrum. * Why then 
tbis Morro, the I perccive I have ſome Title 
Cifer mentioned here, for Iam one of them, 
pill. - = though one of the worſt , and 

part of theFiſh- Pere below it is the Cifer too 
ing-houſe has you ſpoke of, and *tis prettily 
been diferitd; contrived. Has my Maſter 
butythe 3 leaſant- IF alton ever been here to ſec it3 


weſsof the Ri- n : 
_ Aba for it ſeems new built ? 


and Meadows about jt,cannot ; unlers Sir Philip Sidney, 
” Mr,Cotron', Father were again alive to dd its 


Piſe, 
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Piſce. Yes he ſaw it cut in the ſtone before ic 
was (et up3 never in the poſture it now 
ſtands : for the was but building when he 
was laſt here , and not rais'd ſo high as the 
Arch of the dore, and1 am afraid he will noe 
ſce it yet 3 for he has lately writ me word he 
doubts his coming down this Summer, which I 
do aſſure you was the worſt news he could poſe 
fibly have ſent me. 

Viat: Men mult ſometimes mind their af- 
fairs to make more room for their pleaſures ; 
and *tis odds he is as much diſpleas'd with the 
buſine(s, that keeps him from you, as you are 
that he comes not. But I am-the moſt pleaſed 
with this little houſe of any thing I ever ſaw: 
It ſtands in a kind of Peninſula too, with a de- 
licateclear River about it. I dare hardly go 
in, left I ſhould not like it ſo well within as 
without 3 but by your leave, Ile try. Why,this 
is better and better, fine lights, finely wainſco- 
ted,and all exceeding neat, with a Marble Ta- 
ble and all in the middle / 

Piſce. Enough,Sir, enough, 1 have laid ope: 
to you the part where I can worſi defend my 
ſelf, and now you attaque me there. Come 
Boy ſet two Chairs, and whiltt I am taking a 
Pipe of Tobacco, which is alwaies my Break- 


faſt, we will, if you pleaſe, talk of ſome othes 
Subje, 


Viat, 


w 


off 


Viet. None fitter then Sir for the time and 

than'thoſe Inſtrutions:yggpromis*d., 
Piſc.I begin to doubt,by ſaMethingldiſcover 
in you, whether I am able to inſtruct you,or no; 
t if you are really a ſtranger to our clear 
Norebers Rivers I till think I can; and there- 
fore, ſince it is yet too early in the morning at 
this time of the-year, to day being but the Se- 
venth of Mrch,to caſt a Flie upon the water,if 
you will dire& me what kind. .of Fiſhing for a 
Trout I (ball read youa Lecure on, I am wil- 
ling and ready toobey you. 

Viat, Why Sir, if you will ſo far oblige me, 
and that it may not be too troubleſome to you, 
I would entreat you would run through the 
whole body of it'; and 1 will not conceal from 


you, that Iam fo far in love with you, your, 


courteſie, and pretty Moreland Seat, as to re- 
folveto ſtay with you long enough by Inter- 
vals (for 1 will not oppreſs you) to hear all you 
can ſay upon that Subjed. 

Piſce. You cannot oblige me more than by 
ſuch a promiſe, and therefore without more 
Ceremony I will begin to tell you 3 that my 
Father Walton having read to you before, it 
would look like a preſumption in me, and per- 
adventure would do fo in any other man, to 
pretend to give Leſſons for angling after him, 
wholI do really believe underſtands as much of 
it, atleaſt as any man in Ergland,did I not pre- 

| acquaint 
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acquaint you, that TI am not tempted to it by 
any vain opinion of my ſelf, that I am able to 
give you better dircQions '5 but having 
from my Childhood purſued the recrea- 
tion of angling in very clear Rivers (truly I 
think by much(ſome of them at leaſt) the clea- 
reſt in this Kingdom) and the manner of Ang- 
ling here with us by reaſon of that exceeding 
elearneſs, being ſomething diflerent from the 
method commonly us'd in others, which by be- 
ing not near ſo bright, admit of ſtronger tac- 
kle, and allow a nearer approach to the fiream3 
I may peradventure give you ſome Inſtructi- 
ons, that may be of uſe even in your own Ri- 
vers,and ſhall bring you acquainted' with more 
Flies, and ſhew you how to make them, and 
with what dubbing too, than he has takenno- 
tice of in his Compleat Angler. T 

I beſeech you Sir do, and. if you will lend 
me your Steel, I will light a Pipe the while, for 
that is commonly my Breakfaſt, in a morning 
tOO., 


CHAP. 


Zo 
CUAR 


ISC. Why then Sir,to begin methodically, 

as a Maſier in any Art ſhould do (and I 

will not deny, but that I think my ſelf a Ma- 

ter in this) I ſhall divide Angling for Trout or 
Grayling into theſe three ways, 


At the Top, 
At the bottom, and 
In the Middle. 


- Which three ways, though they arc all of 

them (as I ſhall hereafter endeavour ro make 

it appear) in ſome fort common to both thoſe 

kinds of Fiſh ; yet are they not fo generally and 

abſolutely ſo, but that they will neceſſarily re- 

= a diſtintion, which in duc place I will 
ſo give you. 


That which we call Angling at the top, is 
with aFlie; 

At the bottom with a ground-bait. 

In = middle with a Minnow , or Ground- 
ait, 


Angling 
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Angling at the Top is of two forts, 
With a quick, Flie: 
or, 
With an artificial Flie, 


That we call Angling at the bottom is alſo 
of two ſorts, | 


By hand: 
or, 
Wih 8 Cork, or Float. 


That wecall Angling in the middle is alſo 
of -two forts. 


With a Minnow for 8 Troxt ; 
or, 
With a Ground-bait for a Grayling, 


Of all which ſeveral ſorts of Angling,I will, 
if you can have the patience eo hear me, give 
you the beſt account I can. 

Fiat. The trouble will be youts, and mine 
the pleaſure and the' obligation: 1 beſcecty 
you therefore to proceed. 

Piſce. Why then firſt of Flic-Fiſhiog- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Flie- Fiſhing. 


T1 SC: Flie-Fiſhing or Fiſhing at the top,is,as . 
I ſaid before, of two ſorts, | | 


With a natural and living Flie : 
Gl, - 
With an artificial and made Flie. 


Firſt then of the natural Flie 3 of which we 
generally uſe but two forts, and. thoſe but in 
the two months of May and Jxne only, name- 
ly the Green Drake, and the Stoxe-Fliezthough 
I have made uſe of a third that way, called the 
Chamblet-Flie with very good ſucceſs for Gray- 
ling, but never ſaw it angled with by any 0- 
ther after this manner, my Maſter only excep- 
ted, who did many years ago,'and was one of 
the beſt Anglers, that ever 1 knew. 

Theſe are to-be atigled with, -with a ſhort 


Line, not much: more:than tialf the: length of Þ 


your Rod, if the air be-ſtil:z: or with a longa 


very near,or alloiit:as long/as your Rod, it you | 


have any wind tocarry it from you, and this 
way of Fiſhing we call Daping, Dabbing or Dib- 
ling, wherein you are always to have your 
| Line 
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Line flying before you up or down the River as 
the wind ſerves, and to angle as near as you 
can to the bauk of the ſame ſide whereon you 
{tand , though where you ſeea Fiſh riſe near 
you, you may guide your quick Flie over him, 
whether in the middle, or on the contrary fide, 
and if you ar2 pretty well out of ſight,cither by 
kneeling,or the Interpoſition of a bank,or buſh, 
you may almoſt be ſure to raiſe, and take him 
too, if it be preſently donezthe Fiſh will other- 
wiſe peradventure be remov*d to ſome other 
place, if jt bein the til} deeps, where he is al- 
ways in motion, and roving up and down to 
look for prey, though in a ſiream, you may al- 
waics altnoft, eſpecially if there be a good ſtone 
near, find him in the fame place. Your Line 
ought in this Caſe to be three good hairs next 
the hook, both by reaſon you are in this 
kind of angling, to expe& the biggeſt Fiſh, 
and alſo that wanting length to give him Line 
after he is ſtruck, you muſt be forc't to tugg 
for*tz to which I willalſo add, that not an 
Inch of your Line being to be ſuffered to touch 
the water in dibbling z it may be allow'd to 
be the ſtronger. I ſhould now give you a De- 
{cription of thoſe Flies, their ſhape and colour, 
and then give you an account of their breed- 
ing, and withal ſhew you how to keep and 
uſe them 3 but ſhall defer that to their proper 
place and ſeaſon, 

D Viat, 
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- Viat. In carne, Six, you diſcourſe. very rati-: 
onally of this affair, and I am glad to find my 
ſelf miſtaken in you 3 for in plain truth Idid 
not expe& ſo, much from you. | 

Piſc. Nay Sir, I can tell you a great deal 
more than this, and will conceal nothing from 
you, But I muſt now come to the ſecond way 
of angling at the top, which is with an arti- 
ficial Flie, which alſo I will ſhew. you. how to 
make before I have done, but firſt ſhall ac- 
quaint you,that with this you are to angle with 
a Line longer by a,yard and a half, or ſome- 
times two yards than your Rod, and with both 
this, and the other in a ſtill day in the ſireams, 
in abreeze , that curles the water in the ſill 
deeps, where (excepting in May and June, 
that the beſt Trouts will lye in ſhallow ſtreams 
to, watch for prey, and even then too.) you are 
like, to hit the beſt Fiſh. 

For the lengfh of. your Rod, you are always 
to be govern'd by the breadth of the River 
you ſhall chuſe to angle at; and for a Trout Ri- 
ver, oneof five.or fix yards long is common- 
ly enough, and longer,(though never ſo neatly 
and artifigially made ) it ought not to be, it you 
intend to Fiſh. at cafe, and if otherwiſe,where 
lies the ſport ? 

Of theſe, the beſt that ever1 ſaw are made 
in Tork-ſhire , which are all) of one. piece ; 
that is to ſay, of ſeveral, fix , eight, ten or 
twelve 
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twelve pieces; omeatly piec't, and:ty'd together 
with tine thred;: below, and Silk above, as to 
make it taper; :like a ſwitch; and to:ply with 
atrue: bent to your hand-3 ;and theſe are too 
light, . being. made of Fir wood; for two or 
three lengths, neareſt to the hand, and of o- 
ther wood nearerito! the top, that a Man might 
very calily manage the longeſt of: them that £= 
ver | I ſaw, with one hand 3 and theſe. when 
you have given over Angling :4or a ſcalon, 
being taken to pieces, and. laid up'in'fome dry 
place, may afterwards be ſet 'together again in 
their former poſtures, and will. be as firair, 
ſound, and good as 'the firſt hour -they were 
made, and being laid in Oyl and colour ac- 
cording to your Maſter Waltexs dire@ion, will 
laſt many years. | 

The length of your line, to « Man that 
knows how to handle his Rod, and to caſt it,is 
no manner of encumbrance,cxcepting in woody 
places, and in landiog of a Fiſh, which every 
one that can afford-to Angle for pleaſure, has 
ſome body to do'for/him, and the. length of 
line:is a mighty advantage to the fiſhing at 
diſtance 3 and to fiſh fine, and fer off is the 
ficſt and principal Rule for Trout Angling 

Your Line in this caſe ſhould never be leſs, 
nor ever exceed two hairs next to the hook, 
for one ( though ſome I know will pretend to 
more Art, than their fellows ) is indeed too 
D 2 few 
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few, the leaſt” accident, with'the fineſt hand 
'being ſufficient to break it : but he that cannot 
kill a Trout of twenty inches long with two, 
ina River clear of wood and weeds , as this 
'and ſome others of ours are, deſerves not the 
-name of an Angler. 

Now to have your whole line as it ought to 
- be, two of the firſt lengths, neareſt the hook, 
ſhould be of two hairs a piece, the next three 
lengths above them of three, the next three 
above them of four, and fo of five, and fix, 
and ſeven, to the very top: by which means 
your Rod and tackle will in a manner be taper 
from your very hand to your hook; your line 
will fall much better and ftraiter, and caft your 
Flic to any certain place to which the hand 
and eye ſhall dire& it, with leſs weight and 
violence, that would otherwiſe circle the wa- 
ter, and fright away the fiſh. 

In caſting your line, do. it always before you, 
and fo that'your flie may firſt fall upon the wa- 
ter, and as little of your line with it as is 
poſſible, though if the vvind be ſtiff, you will 
then of neceſſity be compell'd to drown a good 
part of your line to keep your flic in the water: 
and in caſting your flie, you muſt aim at the 
further, or neaxer Bank, as' the wind ſerves 
your turn, which alſo-vvill be with, and a- 
gainſt you on the ſame lide ſeveral times in an 
Hour, -as the River vvinds in its courſe, and 
v you 
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you will be forc't to Angle up and down by : 
turns accordingly 5: but axe to; endeavour, as. 
much as you can, to bave the, wind evermore - 
on your back, and always be ſure toſtand as 


. far off the Bank as your length, will give you. . 


leave when you throw to the contrary fide, 
though when the wind will not permit you; 
ſo to do, and that you are conſirain'd to Angle. 
on the ſame fide whereon you ſtand, you muſt 
then ſtand on the very brink of the River, and 
caſt your Flic at the utmoſt length of your 
Rad and Line, up or down the River as the 
gale ſerves. | 
It only remains, touching your Line, to 
enquire whether . your two hairs next to the 
hook, are better twiſted, or open.'3 and for 
that , I ſhould declare that I think the open 
way the better,, becauſe it makes leſs ſhew in 
the water, byt that I have found an inconve- 
nience, - or. two, or three, that have made me 
almoſt weary of that way z' of which one is, 
that without diſpute they are not ſo firong 
twiſted, as open 3 another, that they are not 
ealily to be falined of ſo exact an equal length 
in the arming, that the one will not cauſe the 
other to bagge, by which means a Man has 
but one hair, upon the matter, to truſt to 3 
and the laſtis, that theſe looſe flying hairs are 
not only moxe apt to catch upon every twig , 
or bent they meet with z but moreoyer the 
D 3 hook, 
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hook, 'in' falling upon the watet, wilt very of 
ter rebounÞ 4nd Aly back- berwixt the hairs, * 
and there ſtick which in rough water efpe-"" 
cially,” is not prefently to be 'iſcern'd by the” 
Angler ') ſo 2s the point of the hook ſhall Nanit' 
revers*t, by which ' means your' Flie ſwimg' 
backward, makes 'z much greater circle jn the 
water, and tifl taken home to: you, and Ier' 
right, will never raiſe any Fiſh, or if it ſhould), 
Fam ſore, but by a very extraordinary chance,” 
C_Ta[s—a@  -_”T”—=—: (2 
Having done with both theſe ways of fiſhing: 
at the top ; the length of your Rod, and Line 
and alt: 'I am hext to teach yon how to make 
a Flie and afterwards ' of what dubbing you 
are to make the ſeveral Flics T ſhall hereafter 
name to you, ' ad " 
In making a Flie then ( which is not” a 
Hackfe or Patmer Flie for of thofe, and their 
ſeveral ' kinds we'fhall have occafion to ſpeak 
Every Month inthe Year ) you arc firſt to hold 
your - hook faſt 'betwixt the fore finger and 
thamb of your left hand, with the back of the 
fſhanck nvpwards, 'and the point towards your 
fingers end 3 then take a ſtrong ſmall (ilk of che 
colour of the Flie you intend to make, wax it 
- well with wax of the fame colour too ( to 
which end you are always-( by the way ) to 
have wax of all colours about yon ) and draw 
it betwixt your finger and thumb, to the _ 
| | | u 
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of the ſhanck;, and' then whip it twice or 
thrice about the barehook, which, you muſt 
know,is done,” both to prevent ſlipping, and 
alſo that the ſhanck of the hook may not cut 
the hairs of your Towght, which ſometimes 
it will otherwiſe do ) which being done, take 

your Line, and draw it likewiſe betwixt yout 
tinger and thumb, holding the Hook fo faſt, 
as only to ſuffer it to paſs by, untill you have 
the knot of your Towght almoſt to the mid- 
dle of: the ſhanck of your hook, on the infide 
of 'it, then whip your ſilk twice or. thrice a- 
bout both hook and Line,as hard as the ſtrength 
of the {ilk-will permit, which being done, ſtrip 
the feather for the wings proportionable to the 
bigneſs of your Flie, placing that fide: down- 
wards, which grew uppermoſt before; upon 
the back of the hook, leaving ſo much only as 
to ferve for the length of the wing of the point 
of the plume, lying revers*t from the end of 
the ſhanck upwards', then whip your filk 
twice, or thrice about the root end of the fea- 
ther, hook; and ' towght, which being done 
clip off the root end of- the feather cloſe by the 
arming, and then whip the filk faſt and firm a- 
bout the hook, and tought untill you come to 
the bend of the hook :; but not further ( as 
you do at London; and fo make a very un- 
handſom, and,in plain Erglifh,a very unnatural 
and ſhapelcſs Flic ) which being done , cut 
i - yg away 
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away the end of your tought,and faſten it,and 
then take your dubbing which is to make the 
body of your Flie, as much as you think con- 
venient, and holding it lightly, with your 
hook, betwixt the tinger, and thumb of your 
I:ft, hand , take your hlk with the right, and 
twiſting it betwixt the finger and thumb of 
that hand , the dubbing will fpin it ſelf about 
the ſilk, which when it has done,whip it about 
the arm'd hook backward, till you come to 
the ſetting on of the wingsz and then take 
the feather for the wings, and divide it equally 
into two parts, and turn them back towards 
the bend of the Hook, the one on the one tide, 
and the other on the other of the ſhanck, 
holding them faſt in that poſture betwixt the 
fore tinger, - and thumb of your left hand, 
which done, warp them fo down, as to ſtand, 
and ſJope towards the bend of the hook, and 
having warpt upto the end of the ſharick,hold 
the Flie. faſt betwixt the finger and thumb of 
your left hand, and then take the filk betwixt 
the finger, and thumb of your right hand, 
and where the warping ends, pinch or nip it 
with your thumb nail again(t your finger, and 
{irip away the remainder of your qubbing 
from the tilk,and then with che bare {i]k whip it 
once or twice about, make the wings to liand in 
due order, falten, and cut it off 3 after which 
with the point of a needle raiſe up the dubbing 
| bs | gently 
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gently from the warp, twitch off the ſuper- 
fluous hairs of your dubbing, leave the wings 
of an equal length .( your Flie will never elſe 
ſwim true ) and the work is done. And this 
vvay of making a Flie ( vvhich js certainly 
the beſt of all other ) vvas taught me by a 
Kinsman of mine, one Captain Henry Fackgon, 
a near neighbour, an admirable Flie Angler, 
by many degrees the beſt Flie maker, that ever 
I yet met with. And now that I have told 
you how a Flie is to be made, you ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee me make one, vvith vvhich you may 
peradventure take a Trout: this morning, not- 
vvithſtanding the unlikelineſs of the day 3 for 
it is vow nine of the Clock, and Fiſh vvill 
begirt to riſe, if they vvill riſe to day 3 I will 
vvalk along by you, and look on, and after 
dinner 1 vvill proceed in my leQture of Flic- 
Fiſhing. | 

Viat, I confeſs I long to be at the River, 
and yet I could fit here all day to hear you : 
but ſome of the one, and ſome of the other 
will do well: and I have a mighty ambition 
to take a Trout in your River Dove. 

Piſe. 1 vvarrant you ſhall : I would not for 
more,than I will ſpeak of but you ſhould ſeeing 
I have ſoextoll'd my River to you: nay I vvill 
keepyou here a Month, but youſhall have one 
good day of ſport before you go. 

Viat. You vvill hnd me I doubt too tracta- 
ble 
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ble that vvay '3 for in good'cameſt, if buſineks 
vvould give me leave, and that if it vvere 
fic, T could find in my heart to ſtay with you for 


ever. | | 
Piſce. 1 thank you Sir, for that kind expreſſi- 


on, and now let me look out my things to make 
chis flie. 
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ISC. Boy, come give me my dubbing bagg 

here preſently 3 and now Sir, ſince I find 

you ſo honelt aman, I will make no ſcruple 
to lay open my Treaſure before you. 

Viat. Did every any one fee the like! What 
a heap of Trumpery is here !. certainly never 
an Angler in Exrope has his ſhop half fo well 
furniſht, as you have. 

Piſc. You perhaps may think now, that I 
rake togcther this Trumpery, as you call it, 
for (hew only, to the end that ſuch as. ſee it 
( which are not many 1 aſſure you) may think 


me agreat Mater in the Art of angling : but 


let me tell you here are ſome colours (as con- 
temptible as they ſeem here)that are very hard 
to be got, and ſcarce any one of them, which 
if 
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if 'it ſhould be loſt, I ſhould not miſs, and be 
coneern'd about the loſs of it'too, once in the 
year ; bat look-you; Sir, atnongſt+ all theſe F 
will chuſe out theſe two colours only,of which 
thisis Bears-hair, this darker no great matter 
what 3 but I am ſare- I have kilFd a-great deal 
of Fifh with it and with one or beth'of theſe 
you. ſhall take Trout or Grayling this-very day, 
notwithſtanding all diſadvantages , or my Art 
ſhall fail me. 

Viat. You promiſe'comfortzbly, and I have 
4 great deal of reaſon to: believe every thing 
you fay ; but I wiſhthe Flie were made, that 
we were at it,” © 

Piſe. That 'will not be long . in doing : and 
pray obſerve then. You fce firſt how I hold 
my hook, and thus begin. Look you here are 
my 'firſt two or three whips about the bare 
hook, thus I joyn Hook and line, thus 1 put on 
my wings, thus I twirle and lap on my dyb- 
bing, thus I work-it up towards the head,thus 
F part my wings ,- thus Inip my ſuperfluous 
dubbing from my (ilk, thus faſten, thus trim 
and adjuſt my Flie,and there*s a Flie made,and 
now how doyoulike it ? 

Viat, In carneſt,admirably well, and it per- 
fcaly reſembles a Fliez but we about Loudon 
make the bodies of our Flies both much bigger 
and longer, fo forg as even almoſt to the very 
beard of the Hook, ; 

Piſce. 
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Piſce. T know it very well, and had one of 


thoſe Flies given me by an honeſt Gentleman , 
who came with my Father Walton to give me 
a Viſit, which (to-tell you the truth) I hung in 
my parlour Window to laugh at : but Sir,you 
know the Proverb, They who go to Rome, muſt 
do a5 they at Rome doz and believe me you muſt 
here make your Flies after this faſhion, or you 
will take no Fiſh. Come I will look you out 
a Line, and you (hall put it on,and try it. There 
Sir, now I think you are fitted, and now be- 
yond the farther end of the walk you (hall be- 
gin, I ſee at that bend of the water above,the 
air criſps the water a little, knit your Line firſt 
here, and thea go up thither,and ſee what you 
can do. by 

Viar. Did youſe that Sir ? 

Piſc. Yes, I{aw the Fiſh, and he ſaw you too, 
which made him turn ſhort; you mult fiſh fur- 
ther off, if you intend to have any ſport here, 
this is no New-River let me tell you. That 
was a good Trout believe me, did you touch 
him ? 

Viat. No, 1 would I had, we would not have 
parted fo. Look you there 'was another 3 this 
is an excellent Flie, 

Piſc. That Flie I am fare would kill F:ſh, it 
the day were right, but they only chew at it 
I ſce, and will not take it, Come Sr, let us 
return back to the Filbing-houſe 3 this fill wa- 
ter 
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ter I ſee will not do our buſineſs to day 3 you 
ſhall now, if you pleaſe, make a Flic your felf, 
and try what you can do in the ſtreams with 
that, and I know a Trout taken with a Flie of 
your own making will pleaſe you better than 
twenty with one of mine. Give me that Bag 
again, Sirrab ; look you Sir, there is a hook, 
tought, filk, and a feather for the wings, be do- 
ing with thoſe, and IT will look youout a Dub- 
bing, that 1 think will do. 

Viat, This isa very little hook. 

Piſe. That may ſerve to inform you, that it 
is for a very little Flie, and you muſt make 
your wings according]y > for as the caſe ſtands 
it muſt bea little Flie,and a very little one too, 
that muſt do your buſineſs. Well ſaid ! believe 
me you ſhift your fingers very handſomely 3 I 
doubt I have taken upon me to teach my Ma- 
ſer. . So here's your dubbing now. 

Viat. This dubbing is very black. 

Piſe. It appears ſo in hand; but ſtep to the 
doors and hold it up betwixt your eye and the 
Sun, and it will appear a ſhining red let me 
tell you never a man in England candiſcern the 
true colour of a dubbing any way but that,and 
therefore chuſe always to make your Flies on 
ſuch a bright Sun-ſhine day as this, which alſo 
you may the better do, becauſe it is worth no- 
thing to iſh in, here put it on, and be ſure to 


make the body of your Flie as ſlender as you 


Can. 
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can. Very good ! Upon my word you have 
madea marvellous handſom Elie. 

Viat. 4 am very glad to hear it; *tis the 
firſt that ever I made of | this kind in my 
life. 

Piſc. Away, away ! You are a Doctor at it / 
but I will not commend you teo much, leſt 1 
make you proud. Come put it on,and you ſhall 
now-£0 cownward to:ſome ſtreams. betwixt the 
rocks b:low the little foot bridg you ſee there, 
and try your Fortune. Take heed of flipping 
into the water as you follow me under this 
rock: So now you are over , and now throw 
in. 

Viat. This is a fine ſtream indeed : There's 
one ! I have him ! 

Piſe. And a precious catch you have of him 5 
pull him out! I ſee you have a tender hand: 
This is a diminutive Gentleman, e*en throw 
him in again, and let him grow till he be more 
worthy your anger. 

Viat. Pardon me, Sir, all's Fiſh that comes 
to'th* hook with me now. Another ! 

Piſc. And of the ſame ſtanding, 

_ Viat. I fcc I ſhall have good ſport now: A- 
nother ! and a Grayling. Why you have Fiſh 
here at will. 

Piſe. Come, come, croſs the Bridge, and 
go down the other lide lower, where you will 
-hnd finer ſtreams, and better ſport I hope _ 
enls 
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this. - Look you Sr, here is a fine ſtream now, 
you have length enough, ſtand a little further 
off, let me entreat you, and do but Fiſh this 
ſtream like an Artiſt, and peradventure a good 
Fiſh may fall to your ſhare. How now ! what 
is all gone ? 

Viat, No,I but touch*t him 3 but that was a 
Fiſh worth taking, 

Piſc. Why now let me tell you, you loſt that 
Fiſh by yout own fault, and through your own 
eagerneſs and haſte; for you are never to offer 
to ſtrike a good Fiſh, if he do not ſirike him- 
ſelf, till firſt you ſee him turn his head after he 
has taken your Flie , and then you can never 
ſtrain your tackle in the ſtriking, if you ſtrike 
with any manner of moderation. Come throw 
in one again, and fiſh me this ſtream by inches; 
for I afſure you here are very good Fiſh, both 
Trout and Grayling, lie here 3 and at that - 
great ſtone on the other fide, "tis ten to one a” 
good Trout gives you the meeting. 

Viat. 1 have him now, but he is gone down 
towards the bottom, I cannot ſee what he is;yet 
he ſhould be a good Fiſh by his weight 3 bue 
he makes no great ſtir. 

Piſc. Why then, by what you ſay, I dare 
venture to aſſure you, *tis a Grayling, who is 
one of the deadeſt hearted Fiſhes in the world,* 
and the bigger he is the morecaſily taken. Look” 
you, now you fee him plain ; I told you what 
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he was, bring hither that landing net, Boy,and 
now Sir, he is your own 3 and believe me a 
good one, f{ixtecn Inches long 1 warrant him, 
I have taken nene ſuch this year. 

Viat. I never ſaw a Grayling before look fo 
black. 

Piſce. Did you not ? Why then let me tell 
you,that you never ſaw one before in right ſea- 
ſon: for then a Grayling is very black about 
his head,guills, and down his back, and has his 
Belly of a dark grey, dappled with black ſpots, 
as you ſee this is, and I am apt to conclude,that 
from thence he derives his name of Umber. 
Though 1 muſt tell yoh this Fiſh is paſt his 
prime, and begins to decline, and was in bet- 
ter ſeaſonat Chrilimas than he is now. But 
move on,for it grows towards dinner-time, and 
there is a very great and tine ſircam below, 
under that Rock, that fills the deepeſt pool in 
all the River, where you are almoſt ſure of a 
good Fiſh. 

Viat. Let him come, Ple try a fall with him 
but I had thought, that the Grayling had been 
always in feaſon with the Trout, and had come 
in, and gone out with him. 

Oh no ! aſſure your (elf a Grayling is 2 
winter-tiſh : but ſuch a one as would deccivc 
any but ſuch as know him very well indeed; 
for his fleſh, even in his worſt ſeaſon, is ſo hrm, 
and will ſo ealily calver, that in plain truth he 

is 
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is very good meat at all times 3 but'in his per» 
fect ſeafon(which, by the way, none but an 0+ 
vergrown Grayling, will ever be) I chinkbim 
fo good a tiſh , as tobe little -.inferiour to the 
belt Trout that ever I taſted in my life. 

Viat. Here's another skip-jack, and have 
rais'd five or fix more at leaſt whilſt you were 
ſpeaking : Well, go thy way little Dove! than 
art the tinet River,that ever I faw,and the ful» 
leſt of hiſh. Indeed, Sir, I like it ſo well, that 
I am afraid you will be troubled with me once 
a year, {o long as we two live. | 

Piſc.I am afraid I ſhall not Sir;but were yan 
once here a Mayor a Fune,if goo i fport would 
tempt you, I ſhould then expe& you would 
ſometimes ſee mez for you would then fay it 
werea tine River indeed, if you had once fecn 
the ſport at the height. 

Viat. Which 1 will do,if1 live, and that yog 
pleafe to give me leave, there was one, atid 
there another. 

Piſc, And all this m a firange River, and 
with a Flie of your own making ! vvhy vyhat 
a dangerous man are you! . 

Viat. I, Sir, but vvho taught me? and as 
Dametas ſays by his man Dorus, fo you may 
fay by me, 


If my man ſuch praiſes bave, 
What then have I,that taught the _—_ 'S 
F. u? 
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But vyhat have we got here? A Rock ſprin- 
ging up in the middle of the River ! this is one 

of the oddeſt fights, that ever I faw. 
Piſe, Why, Sir, from that Pike F, that yon 
ſee ſtanding up there diſtant 


+'Tis @ Rock, from the rock, this is call'd 


in the foſhion 


{eps go. Walton was (o pleas'd with it, | 
moſt as big. It asto draw it in Landſchape in ! 
oo ” - black and white in a blank 
_ $i, - Book have at home, as he has 
and not far done ſeveral proſpects of my 
from Mr, Cot- houſe alſo, which I keep for a 
ton's rw be- memorial of his favour, and 
age 0 hen will ſhew you, when we come 
wer takes « ſwife VP tO dinner. 


Carere betwixt 

many mighty Rocks, much bigher and bigger than St 
Pauls Church, before *twas burnt. And this Dove 
being oppos'4 by-one of the higheſt of them, has at laſt, 
fore't it ſelf com through it ; andafter a miles cons 
cealment, appears again with more glory and beauty than 
before that oppoſition 3 running through the moſt pleaſant 
Valleys and moſt fruitful Meadows, that this Nation can 


Juſthy boaſt ef. 


Viat, Has young Maſter Iza#k Walton been 
here too ? 

Piſc. Yes marry has he Sir, and that again, 
and again too, and in France fince , and at 
Rome, and at Venice, and I can't tell vvhere: 


| but Lintend to ask him a-great many hard que- 


ſtions 


Pike-Pool: and young Mr.Izaac | 
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{tions fo ſoon as I can ſee him, which vvill be, 
God vvilling,next Month. In the mcan ime, 
Sir, to come to this fine ſtream at the head of 
this great Pool, you muſt venture over theſe 
ſlippery cobling ſtones3 believe me, Sir, there 
you vvere nimble or cle you had been'downz 
but now you are got over, look to your ſelf; 
for on my vvord it a Fiſh riſe here, he is like 
to be ſuch aone, as will endanger your tackles 
How novyv ! * 

Viat. I think you have ſuch command here 
over the Fiſhes,that you can raiſe them by your 
vvord, as they ſay Conjurers can do Spirits, 
and afterward make them do vyhat you bid 
them: for here's a Trout has taken my Flie, I 
had rather have loſt a Crown, What luck*s 
this! He vvas a lovely Fiſh, and turn'd up a 
ſide like a Salmon, 

Piſc, O Sir, this is a War vvhere you ſomes 
times win, and muſt ſometimes expe& to looſe. 
Never concern your ſelf for the loſs of your 
Flie ; for ten to one I teach you to make a bet- 
ter. Who's that calls ? 

Serv, Sir, Will it pleafe you to come todin- 
ner? 

Piſce. We come. You hear Sir we are call'd, 
and now take your choice, whether you vvill 
climb this ſteep Hill before you, from the top 
of vvhich you vvill go dirc&1y into the Houſe, 
or back again over theſe ſtepping ſtones, and 
about by the Bridg. E 3 Viat, 
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Viat. Nay, ſure the neareſt vvay is beſt ; Þ 
at leaſt my ftomach tells me ſo; and I am now |: 
ſo well acquainted with your Rocks, that I | 
fear them not. 
 Piſe. Come then,follow me, and fo ſoon as 
we have din'd 3 we will down again to the 
litele Houſez where I will begin at the place I 
left off about Flic-Fiſhipg, and read you ano- 
ther LeQurez for I have a great deal more to 
fay upon that Subje. 

Viat, The more the better 3 I could never 
have met with a more obliging Maſter , my tirſt 
excepted 3 nor ſuch ſport can all the Rivers 
about Loxdon ever afford,as is to be found in 
this pretty River. 

Piſc. You deſerve to have better, both be- 
cauſe I ſee you are willing to take pains, and 
for liking this little ſo well ; and better I hope 
to ſhew you before we patt. 
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CHAP. 


."& A T, Come Sir, having now well din'd, 
and being again ſet in your little Houſe 3 
I will now challenge your promiſe,and entreat 
you to proceed in your inſtruction for Flie-fiſh- 
ing, which, that you may be the better en- 
courag*d todo, I will affure you, thatI have 
not loſt, I think, one ſyHable of what you have 
told me; but very well retain all your direQi- 
ons both for the Rod, Line, and making a 
Flie, and now defire an account of the Flies 
themſelves. | 

Piſc. Why Sir, I am ready to give it you, 
and ſhall have the whole afternoon to doit in, 
it no body come in to interrupt us 3 for you 
mult know ( belides the unfitneſs of the day. ) 
that the afternoons ſo early in March lignifie ve- 
ry little to Angling with a Flie, though with 
a Minnow, or a Worm ſomething might ( I 
confeſs ) be done. 

To begin then where 1 left off, my Father 
Il alton tells us but of 12 Artificial flies only, to 
Angle with at the top, and gives their names; 
of which ſome are common with us here ; 
and I think I gueſs at moſt of them by his de- 
a P. | fcription, and I believe they all breed,and are 
taken in our Rivers, though we do not make 

E 3 them 
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them either of the ſame Dubbing, or faſhion, 


And it may be in the Rivers about London, 
which I preſume he has moſt frequented, and | 
where *tis likely he has done moſt execution, | 
there is not much notice taken of many more; 


but we are acquainted with ſeveral others here 
C though perhaps I may reckon ſome of his by 
other names too ) but if I do, I ſhall make 
you amends by an addition to his Catalogue. 
And although the /forenamed great Maſter in 
the Art of Angling ( for fo in truth he is ) 
tells you that no man ſhould in honeſty catch a 
Trout till the middle of March, .yet I hope he 
will give a Man leave ſooner to take aGrayling, 
which, asI told you, .is in the dead Months in 


| -his'beſt ſeaſon; and do aſſure you ( which I 


remember by a very remarkable token ) I did 
once take upon the fixt day of December ore, 
and only one, of the biggeſt Graylings and the 
beſt in ſeaſon, thatever I yet ſaw, or taſted; 
and do uſually take Trouts too, and with a 
Flie, not only before the middle of this Month, 
but almoſt every year in Febraary, unleſs it be 
a very ill ſpring indeed, and have ſometimes in 
January, fo carly as New-ycars-tide, and in 
frolt and ſnow taken Grayling in a warm ſun- 
ſhine day for an hour or two about Noon 3 and 
to fiſh. for him with a Grub it 15 then the bcſi 
time of all. | 

I ſhall therefore begin my Flic-fiſhing w ith 
' that 
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that Month ( though I confeſs very few begin 
fo ſoon, and that ſuch as are fo fond of the ſport 
as to embrace all opportunities, can rarely in 
that Month find a day fit for their purpoſe ) 
and tell you, that upon my knowledg theſe 
Flies ina warm ſun, for an hour or two inthe 
day, are certainly taken. 


Tanuary. 


1. A red brown with wings of the Maleof 


a Malard almoſt white : the dubbing of the 
tail of a black long coated Cur, ſuch as they 


commonly make muff of 3 for the hair on the - 


tail of ſuch a Dog dies, and turns to a red 


{ Brown, but the hair of a ſmoth coated Dog 


of the ſame colour will not do, becauſe it will 
not dye, but retains its natural colour , and 


this flie is taken in a warm ſun, this whole 


Month thorough. 

2, There is alſo a very little bright Dun 
Gnat, as little as can poſſibly be made, fo little 
as never to be fiſht with, with above one hair 
next the hook, and this is to be made of a 
mixt dubbing of Martins fur, and the white 
of a Hares ſcutz with a very white, and ſmall 
wing ; and *tis no great matter how fine you 
hſh, for nothing will riſe in this Month but a 
Grayling, and of them I never at this ſeaſon 
faw any taken with a Flie, of aboye a foot 


E 4 long 


| : f 


in my. life: but of little ones about the 
bigneſs of a {melt in a warm day, and a glow- 


ing Sun,you, may take enough with theſe two | 
Fiſhes, and they are both taken the whole 


Noxth through, 
February, 


Tt. Where the Red-brown of the Jaft 
Month ends, another almoſt of the ſame colour 
begins- with this, ſaving that the dubbing of 
this muſt be of ſomething a blacker colour, and 
both of them warpt on with red {ilk 3 the dub- 
bing that ſhould make this Flie, and that is the 


trueſt colour', is to be got of the black. ſpot of | 


a Hogs car : not that a black ſpot in any part 
of rhe Hog will not afford the ſame colour ; 
but that the hair in that place is by many de- 
grees ſofter, and more fit for the purpaſe: his 
wing muſt be as the other, and this kills all this 
Month, and is call*d the lefſer Red-brown. 

+ 2, This Month alſo a plain Hackle, or pal- 
mer-Flie made with a rough black body, cither 
of black Spanick furr, or the whirl of an E- 
firidg feather, and the red Hackle of a Capon 
over all, will kill; and if the weather be right 
make very good ſport. 

3. Alſo a leſſer Hackle with a black body al- 

, filver twiſt over that, and a red feather 0- 
yer all,will- fil-your pannier if the Month be 

| open, 
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open, and not bound up in Ice,and ſnow, with 
very good Fiſh; but in caſe of a froſt and 
ſaow, :you are to Angle only with the ſmalleſt 
Gnats, Browns and Duns you can make, and 
with thoſeare only to expe Graylings no big- 
ger, than ſprats. — ST 

4. In this Month, upon a whirling round 
water, we have a great Hackle, the body black, 
and wrapped with a red feather of a Capon un- 
trim*d ; that is,the whole length of the Hackle 
ſtaring out ( for we ſometimes barb the Hackle 
feather ſhort all over 3 ſometimes barb it only a 
little, and ſometimes barb it cloſe underneath, 
leaving the whole length of the feather on the 
top , or back of the Flie which makes it 
iwim better, and as occalion ſcrves kills very 
great Fiſh. 

5. We make uſe alſo in this Month of ano- 


+ ther great Hackle the.body black, and rib'd o- 


ver with Gold twiſt, and a red feather over all, 
which alſo does great execution. 

6. Alſo a great Dun, made with Dun Bears 
Hair , and the wings of the grey feather of 
a Mallard near unto his tail, which is abſolute- 
ly the beſt Flie can be thrown upon a River this 
Month, and with which an Angler thall have 
admirable ſport. 

7. We have alſo this Month the great blew 


Dun, the dubbing of the bottom of Bears hair 


next to the roots, mixt with a Jittle blew. 
Carhler. 


53 TheCompleat Angler. Parc. 17. 
Camlet,the wings of the dark grey feather of a 
Mallard. 

8, We have alſo this Month a Dark-Brown, 
the dubbing of the brown hair of the Flanck 
of a brended Cow, and the wings of the grey- 
Drakes feather. 

And note, that theſe ſeveral Hackels, or 
Palmer Flies, are ſome for one Water, and one 
Skye, and ſome for another, and according to 
the change ot thoſe, we alter their ſize,and co- 
lour, and note alſo, that both in this, and all 
other Months of the Year, when you do not 
certainly know what Flie is taken; or cannot 
ſee any Fiſh to riſe, you are then to put on a 
ſmall Hackle, if the Water be clear , or a big- 
ger if ſomething dark, untill you have taken 
one, and then thruſting your finger thorough 
his Guils, to pull out his Gorge, which deing 
open'd with your knife, you will then diſcover 
what Flic is taken, and may fit your ſelf accord- 
ingly. | | 

For the making of a Hackle, or Palmer Flie 
my Father Walton has already given you ſuth- 
cjent direCtion. | 


March, 


For this Month you are to uſe all the ſame 
Hackels, and Flies with the other, but you arc 
to make them lels, = | 
= 1, We 
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1. We have beſides for this Month a little 
Dun call'd a whirling Dun ( though it is not 
the whirling Dun-indeed, which is one of the 
beſt Flies we have ) and for this the dubbin 
muſt be of the bottom fur of a Squirrels tall 
and the wing of the grey feather of a Drake. 

2. Alſo a bright brown, the dubbing either 
of the brown of a Spaniel, or that of a Cows 
flanck, with a Grayling. 

3.Alſo a whitiſh Dun made of the roots of 
Camels hair, and the wings of the grey feather 
of a Mallard. 

4. Thereis alſo for this Month a Flic, call'd. 
the Thorn Tree Fliezthe dubbing an abſolute 
black mixt with eight or ten hairs of Iſabella 
colour'd Mohair, the body as little as can be 
made, and the wings of a bright Malards fea- 
ther, an admirable Flie, and in great repute 
amongſt us for a killer, 

5. There is beſides this another blew Dun, 
the dubbing of which it is made being thus to 
be got. Take a ſmall tooth comb, and with 
itcomb the neck of a black Grey hound, and 
the down that ſticks in the teeth, will be the 
tineſt blew, that ever you ſaw. The wings of 
this Flie can hardly be too white, and he is ta- 


| ken about the tenth of this Month, and latteth 


till the four and twentieth. 

6. From the tenth of this Month alſo till to- 
wards the end, is taken alittle black Gnat 3 
the 
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the dubbing either of the fur of a black water- 
Dog, or the down of a young black water- 
Coot, the wings of the Male of a Mallard as 
white as may be, the body as little as you 
can poſſibly make it, and the wings as ſhort as 
his body: 

7. From the Sixteenth of this Month alſo 
to the end of it, we uſe a bright brown, the 
dubbing for which, is to be had out of a Skin- 
ners Lime-pits, and of the hair of an abortive 
Calf, which the lime will curn to be ſo bright, 


as to ſhine like Gold, for the wings of this Flic, | 


the feather of a brown Hen is beſt 3 which Flie 
is alſo taken till the tenth of April. 


April, 
All the ſame Hackles, and Flies that were 


taken inMarch will be taken in this Month alſo, 
with this diſtin&tion only concerning the Flies, 


that all the browns be lapt with red tilk,and the | 


Duns with yellow: 


I. Totheſea ſmall bright brown, made of Þ 


Spanicl3 fur, with a light grey wing 3 in a 
bright day, and a clear water is very well ta- 
ken. 

2. We have too alittle dark brown,the dub- 
| bing of that colour, and fome violet Camlct 


mixt, and the wing of the grey feather of a 


Mallard. 


3. From | 
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3. From the fixth of this Month to the 
tenth, we have alſo a Flie call'd the violet Flie, 
made of a dark violet ſtuff, with the wings of 
the grey feather of a Mallard. 

4. About the twelfth of this Month comes 
in the Flie call'd the whirling Dun, which is 
taken every day about the mid time of day all 
this Month through, and by fits from thence to 
the end of Faure, and is commonly. made of 
the down of a Fox Cub, which is of an Aſh 
colour at the roots, next the skin, and ribb'd 
about with yellow filk, the wings of the palc 
grey feather of aMallard. 

5. There is alſo a yellow Dun, the dubbing 
of Camels hair, and yellow Camlet, or wool 
mixt, and a white grey wing. - 

6. There is alſo this Month another little 
brown, beſides that mention'd before, made 


with a very ſlender body, the dubbing of dark 


brown, and violet Camlet mixt, and a grey 
wing 3 which though the direction for the ma- 
king be near the other, is yet another Flie, 
and will take when the other will not, cſpe- 
cially in abright day, and a clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this Month comes 
in a Flie call'd the Horſe-fleſh Flie, the dub- 


bing of which is a blew Mohair , with pink. 


colour'd,and red Tammy mixt,a light colour'd 
wing, and a dark brown head. This flic is ta- 
ken beſt in an Evening, and kills from two 
hours 
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hours before Sun ſet till twilight, and is taken 
the Month thorough. 


May. 


And now Sir, that we are entring into the 
Month of May, I think it requiſite to beg not 
only your attention ; but alſo your beſt pati- 
ence 3 for I muſt now bea little tedious with 
you, and dwell upon this Month longer than 
ordinary ; which that you may the better en- 
dure, I muſt tell you, this Month deſerves, 
and requires to be intifted on, for as much as 
it alone, and.the next following afford more 
pleaſure to the Flic-Angler, than all the reſt 
and here it is that you are to expe an account 
of the Green Drake, and flone-flie, pro- 
mis*d you ſo long ago, and ſome others that 
are peculiar to this Month, and part of the 
Month following, and that ( though not ſo 
great cither'in bulk, or name ) do yet ſtand in 
competition with the two before named, and 
ſo, that it is yet undecided amongſt the Anglers 
to which of the pretenders to the Title of the 
May-flie, 'it does properly, and duly belong, 
neither dare I ( where ſo many of the learned 
in this Art of Angling are got in diſpute about 
the controverlie ) take upon me to determine 3 
but I think I ought to have a vote amongſt 
them, and according to that priviledg, ſhall 
give 
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give you my free opinion, and peradventure 
when I have told yow all, you may incline to 
think me in the right. 

Viat. 1 have fo great a deference to your 
judgment in theſe matters, that I muſt always 
be of your opinion 3 and the more you ſpeak, 
the faſter I grow to my attention, for I can 
never be weary of hearing you upon this Sub- 
jeR. 

Piſc. Why that's encouragement enough 3 
and now prepare your ſelf for a tediousLcEture; 
butT will firſt begin with the flies of leſs eſteem 
( though almoſt any thing will take a Trout in 
May ) that I may afterwards infiſt the longer 
upon thoſe of greater note, and reputation.z 
know therefore that the firſt flie we take notice 
of in this Month, is call'd the Turky-flic , 
the. 

1, Thedubbing ravell'd out of ſome blew ſtuff, 
and lapt about with yellow filk,the wings of a 
ercy Mallards feather. 

2, next a great Hackle 3 or Palmer-flie, 
with a yellow body ribb'd with Gold twift, 


and large wings of a Mallards feather dycd 
yellow , with a red Capons Hackle over 


all, | 
3+ Then a black flie, the dubbing oſa black 


Spanicls fur, and the wings of a grey Mallards 


feather. 
4, After that a light brown with a ſlender 
body, 
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body, the dubbing twirl'd upon ſmall red filk, 
and rais'd with the point of a needle, that the 
ribs or rows of filk may-appear through the 
wings of thegrey feather of a Mallard. 

5. Nextalittle Dun,the dubbing of a Bears 
dun whirl'd upon yellow tilk, the wings of the 
grey feather of a Mallard. 

6. Then a white Gnat, with a pale wing, 
and a black head. 

7. There is alſo this Month aflie call'd the 
Peacock-flic, the body made of a whirl of a 
Peacocks feather, with a red head, and wings 
of a Mallards fearher, 

8. We have then another very killing flic, 
known by the name of the Dun-Cut, the dub- 
bing of which is a Bears dun, with a little 


blew, and yellow mixt with it, a large dun 


wing, and two horns at the head, made of the 
hairs of a Squirrels tail. 

9. The next 1s the Cow-Lady, a little Alie, 
the body of a Peacocks feather, the wing of a 
red feather, or itrips of the red hackle of a 
Cock, 

10. We have then the Cow-turd flie 3 the 
dubbing light brown, and yellow mixt, the 
wing the dark grey fcather of a Mallard. And 
note that betides theſe abovementioned.all the 
fxme Hackles and Flies,the Hacklcs only bright- 
cr, and the Flies ſmaller, that are takea in 


April, will alfo be taken this Month, as a 
a 
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all Browns, and Duns : and now I come to 
my Stone-Flie, and Green-Drake, which are 
the Matadores for Trout and Grayling, and in 
their ſeaſon kill more Fiſh in our Derbyſhire 
Rivers, than all the reſt paft, and to come, in 
the whole Year beſides: 

But firſt I am to tell you, that we have four 
ſeveral flies which contend for the Title of the 
May-Flie, namely, 


The Green-Drake, 

The Stone-Flie, 

The Black Flie,and 
Thelittle yellow May-Flie, 


And all theſe have their Champions and 
Advocates to diſpute,and plead their priority 3 
though | do not underſtand why the two laſt 
named ſhould; the firſt two having ſo mani- 


 feſitly the advantage, both in their beauty, and 


- wonderful execution they do in their ſca- 
ON. 

I1. Of theſe the Green-Drake comes in a- 
bout the twentieth of this Month, or betwixt 
that, and the latter end ( for they are ſome- 
times ſooner, and ſometimes later according to 
the quality of the Year ) but never well taken 
till towards the end of this Month, and the 
beginning of Fx#e. The Stone-Flie comes 
much ſooner, ſo carly as the middle of 4F 

F 
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but is never well taken till towards the mid- 
dle of May, and continues to kill much longer 
than the Green-Drake ſtays with us,ſo long as 
to the end almoſt of Fxxe 3 and indeed,ſo long 
as there are any of them to be ſeen upon the 
water 3 and ſometimes in an Artificial Flie,and 
late at night, or before Sun riſe in a mcrning, 
longer. 

Now both theſe Flies ( and I believe many 
others, though I think not all ) are certainly, 
and demonſtratively bred in the very Rivers 
where they are taken, our Caddis or Cod- bait 


which lye under ſtones in the bottom of the 


water, moſi of them turning into thoſe two 
Flies, and being gather'd in the husk, or cruſt, 
near the time of their maturity, are very eaſily 
known, and diſtinguiſht, and are of all other 
the moſt remarkable, both for their (ize, as 
being of all other the biggeſt ( the ſhorteſt of 
them beiog a full inch long, or more ) and' for 
the execution they do, the Trout, and Gray- 
ling being much more greedy of them, than of 
any others 3 and indeed the Trout never feeds 
fat, nor comes into his perfe& ſeaſon, till theſe 
Flies come in. 

Of theſe the Green-Drake never diſcloſes 
from his husk, till he be firſt there grown to 
fall maturity, body, wings, andall, and then 
he creeps out of his cell, but with his wings 
ſo crimpt, and ruffled, by being preſt cogether 

= in 
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in that narrew room, - that they are for ſome 
| hours totally uſeleſs to him, by which means 
he is compelled either to creep upon the flags, 
ſedges, and blades of graſs ( if his fuſi riſing 
from the bottom of the water be near the banks 
of the River ) till the Air, and Sun, ſtiffen and 
ſmooth them ! or if his firſt appearance above 
water happen to be in the middle, he then 
lies upon the ſurface of the water like a Ship at 
Hull ( for his feet are totally uſcleſs to him 
there, and he cannot creep upon the water as 
the Stone-Flie can _) untill his wings have got 
ſtiffne(s to fly with,if by fome Trout, or Gray» 
ling he be not taken in the interim ( which ten 
to one he is )) and then his wings ſtand high, 
and clos'd exa& upon his back, like the But- 
terfly, and his motion in flying is the ſame. 
His Body is in ſome of a paler, in others of a 
darker yellow ( for they are not all exaQtly of 
a colour ) rib'd with rows of green, lon 

der, and growing ſharp towards the tail, at 
the end of which he has three long ſmall 
whisks of a very dark colour, almoſt black, 
and his tail turns up towards his back like a 
Mallard, from whence queſtionleſs he has his 
name of the green-Drake, Theſe ( as I think 
I told you before ) we commonly dape, or 
dibble with, and having gather'd great ftore 
of them into a long draw box. with holes in 
the Cover to give them = ( where alfo =y 

2 wi 
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will continue freſh, and vigorous a night or 
more ) we take them out thence by the wings, 
and bait them thus upon the Hook. We hiſt 


take one) for we commonly Fiſh with two of | 


them at a time ) and putting the point of the 
Hook into the thickeſt part of his Body under 
oneof his wings, run it direQly through and 
out at the other fide, leaving him fpitted croſs 
upon the Hook, and then taking the other, put 
him on after the ſame manner, but with his 
head the contrary way, in which poſture they 
will live 'upon the Hook, and play with their 
wings for a quarter of an hour, or more : but 
you muſt have a care to keep their wings dry, 
both from the water, and alſo that your tingers 
be not wet when you take them out to bait 
them 3 for then your bait is ſpoil'd. 

Having now told you how to Angle with 
this Flie alivez I am now to tell you next, 
how to makean Artificial Flie, that will ſo per- 
fetly reſemble him, as to be taken ina rough 
windy day, when no Flies can lye upon the wa- 
ter 3 nor are to be found about the Banks and 
ſides of the River, to a wonder, and with 
which you ſhall certainly kill the beſt Trout, 
and Grayling in the River. 

The Artificial Green-Drake then is made 
upon a large Hook, the Dubbing, Camels hair, 
bright Bears hair, the ſoft down that is comb'd 


from a Hogs briſtles, and yellow Camlet well | 


mixe 
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mixt together, the body long, and ribb'd a- 
bout with green ilk, or rather yellow waxt 
with green-wax, the whisks of the tail of the 
long hairs of fables, or fitchet, and the wings 
of the white grey feather of a Mallard dyed 
yellow, which alſo is tobe dyed thus. 

Take the root of a Barbary Tree, and ſhave it, 
and put to it Woody viſt, with as much Alum as 
8 Walnut,aud boyl your feathers in it with Rain 
_ and they will be of a very fine yel- 

ow, 

I have now done with the Green-drake cx- 
cepting to tell you, that he is taken at all hours 
during his ſeaſon, whilſt there is any day upon 
the Sky 3 and with a made Flie, I once took,ten 
days after he was abſolutely gone, in a Cloudy 
day, after a ſhowr, and in a whiſtling wind, 
hve and thirty very great Trouts,and —_— 
betwixt five, and eight of the Clock in the E- 
vening, and had no leſs than five, or (ix Flies 
with three good hairsa piece taken from me 
in deſpite of my heart, beſides. 

12. I ſhould now come next to the Stone- 
Flie, but there is another Gentleman in my 
way: that muſt of neceſſity come inbetween, 
and that is theGrey-Drake,which in all ſhapes, 
and dimenſions is perfe&ly the fame with 
the other, but quite almoſt of another colour, 
being of a paler, and mare livid yellow, and 
green, and ribb'd with black quite down his 

B 3 | body, 
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body, with black ſhining wings , and & dia- 
-phanous and tender, cob-web like, that they 
are of no mariner of uſe for Dapingz but come 
in, and ate taken after the Green-Drake , 
and in an Artificial Flie kill very well, which 
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Flie is thus made, the Dubbing of the down of 


a Hops briſtles, and black Spaniels fur mixt, 
and ribb'd down the body with black ſilk, the 


whisks of the hairs of the beard of ablack Cat, | 


and the wings of the black grey feather of a 
Mallard. | 

And now I come to the Stone-Flie, but am 
afraid 1 have already wearied your paticnce, 
which if I have, 1 beſeech you freely tell me ſo, 
and I will defer the remaming intiructions for 
Flie-Angling till ſome orher time. 

Viat. No truly Sir, I can never be weary 
of hearing you: butif you think ht, becauſe 1 
am afraid I am too troubleſem, to refreſh your 
ſelf with a glaſs, and apipe 3 you may after- 
wards proceed,andl ſhall be exceedingly pleas'd 
to hear you. 

Piſce. 1 thank you Sir for that motion 3 for 
believe me 1 am dry with talking, Here Boy, 
pive us here a Bottle, and a Glaſs ; and Sir, 
my ſervice'to you,;and to all our Friends in the 
South. | 
' Viat. Your Servant Sir, and Vle pledg you 


a8 heartily 3 for the good powder'd becf 1 eat at Þ 


Pinner, or ſomething elſe, has made me thirſty, 
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CHAP, VIII 


| V? AT. So,Sir, I am now ready for ano- 
ther Leſſon ſo ſoon as you pleaſe to give 
it me. 

Piſce. and I,Sir, as ready to give you the beſt 
I can. Having told you the time of the Stone- 
Flie's coming in, and that he is bred of a Cad- 
dis in the very River where he is taken, I am 

next to tell you, that 
13. This ſame Stone-Flie has not the patience 
tocontinue in his Cruſt, or Husk till his wings 
be full grownz but ſo ſoon as ever they begin 
to put out, that he feels himſelf ſtrong ( at 
which time we call him a Jack) ſqueezes him- 
{elfout of Priſon, and crawls to the top of ſome 
ſtone, where if he can find a chink that will 
receive him, or can creep betwixt two ſtones, 
the one lying hollow upon the other ( which, - 
by the way, we alſo lay fo purpoſely to find 
them _) he there lurks till his wings be full 
grown, and there is your only place tofind him 
(and from thence doubtleſs he derives his name) 
though, for want of fuch convenience, he will 
make ſhift with the hollow of a Bank , or any 
other place where the wind cannot come to 
fetch him off. His body is long, and pretty 
thick, and as broad at the tail almoſt, as in the 
F 4 mid- 
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middle; his colour a very fine brown, ribb'd 
with yellow, and much yellower on the belly 
than the back, he has two or three whisks alſo 
at the tag of his tail, and two little horns upon 
his head, his wings, when full grown, are 
double, and flat down his back of the ſame 
colour, but rather darker than his body , and 
longer than it 3 though he makes but little uſe 
of them, for you ſhall rarely fee him flying, 
though often ſwimming , and padling with 
ſeveral feet he has under his belly upon the wa- 
ter, without ſtirring a wing : but the Drake 
will mount Steeple height into the Air, though 
he is to be found upon flags and graſs too, and 
indeed every where high and low, near the 
Riverz there being ſo many of them in their 
ſeaſon, as were they not a very inoffenſive inſect, 
would look like a Plague; and theſe Drakes 
( fince I fargot to tell you before, 1 will tell 
you here ) are taken by the Fiſh to that in- 
credible degree, that upon a calm day you ſhall 
ſee the ſtill deeps continually all over circles by 
the Fiſhes riſing, who will gorge themſclves 
with thoſe Flics, till they purge again out of 
their Guills ; and the Trouts are at that time 
ſo luſly and firong, that one of eight, or ten 
inches long, will then more ſiruggle, and tug, 
and more endanger your Tackle, than one 
twice as big in winter : but pardon this digreſſ- 
ON, 
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This Stone-flie then we dape or dibble with 
as with the Drake, but with this difference , 
that whereas the green-Drake is common both 
to Fream and til], and to all hours of the day, 
we ſeldome dape with this but in the ſtreams, 
(for in a whiſtling wind a made Flie in the deep 
is better, and rarely, but carly and late, it not 
being fo proper for the mid-time of the day 3 
though a great Grayling will then take it very 
well in a ſharp ſtream , and here and there a 
Trout too ; but much better toward 8,9,10.0r 
eleven of the clock at night , at which "time 
alſo the beſt Fiſh riſe, and the latter the better, 
provided you can ſee your Flic, and when you 
cannot, a made Flie will murder, which is to 
be made thus : The dubbing of bears dun with 
a little brown and yellow Camlet very well 
mixt 3 but ſo plac'd that your Flie may be moze 
yellow on the belly and towards the tail under- 
neath than in any other part, and you are to 
place two or three hairs of a black Cats beard 
on the top of the hook in your arming,ſo as to 
be turn'd up, when you warp on your dubbing, 
and to ſtand almoſt upright,and ſtaring one from 
another,and note that your Flie is to be ribb*d 
with yellow filk, and th: wings long, and very 
large, of the Qark grey feather of a Mal- 
lard. 


14. The 
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x4. The next May-Flie is the black Flic , 
made with a black body of the whirle of an | 
Ofridg-feather, rib'd with filver twiſt, and the | 
black hackle of a Cock over all 5 and is a kil- 
ling Flie,but not to be nam'd with either of the 
other. 

15. Thelaſt May-Flie (thatis of the four 
pretenders ) is the little yellow May-Flie , in 
ſhape exaQRly the ſame with the green Drake, 
but a very little one, and of as bright a yellow 
as can be ſeen which is made of a bright yel- 
low Camlet, and the wings of a white grey 
feather died yellow. 

16, The laſt Flie for this month(and which 
continues all J#xe,though it comes in the mid- 
dle of May) is the Flie called the Camlet-Flie, 
in ſhape like a moth with fine diapred, or wa- | 
ter-wings,and with which (as I told you be- 
fore) I ſometimes uſed to dibblez and Gray- 
ling will riſe mightily at it.But the artificial Flie 
(which is only in uſe amongſt our Anglers) is | 
made of a dark brown ſhining Camlet, rib'd 
over with a very ſmall light green filk, the 
wings of the double grey feather of a Mallard; 
and *cis a killingFlie tor ſmall Fiſhand ſo much 
for May. 


June 
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Twne. 


From the firſt to the four and twentieth, the 
green-Drake- and Stone-Flie are taken (as I 
told you before.) 

1, From the twelfth to'thefour and ewenth- 
eth late at night is taken a Flie,called the Owl- 
Fic, the dubbing of a white Weelel's tail,and 
a white Grey wing, 

2, We have then another Dune, call'd the 
Barm-flie, from it's yeſty colour, the dubbing 
of the fur of a yellow dun Cat, and a grey 
wing of a Mallards feather. 

3. We have alſo a hackle with a purple bo» 
4 » Whipt about with a red Capons fea- 
ener, 

4+ As alſo a gold twiſt Hackle with a purple 
= » Whipt about with a rcd Capons fea- 
ener 

5- To theſe we have this month a Fleſh-flic, 
the dubbing of a black Spanie's furre,and blew 
wool mixt, anda grey win 

6. Alſo another little Acth- flie, the body 
made of the whirle of a Peacocks feather, and 
the wings of the grey feather of a Drake. 

7. We have then the Peacock-flie, the body 
and wing both made of the feather of that 
bird. 

8. There 
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8. There is alfo the flying Ant, or Ant-flie, 
the dubbing of brown and red Camlet mixt, 
with alight grey wing. 

9. We have likewiſc a brown Gnat, with a 
very ſlender _ _ and violet Camlet 
well mixr, a lig cy wi 

ro. And another liedle Plack Gnat the dub- 
bing of black mohair, and a white Grey 


11. Asalſo agreen Graſhopper,the dubbing 
of green and yellow Wool mixed, rib'd over 
with green Silk, and a red Capons feather over 
all. 

12. And laſilya little dun Graſhopper, the 
body ſlender made of a dun Camlet, and a dun 
hackle at the top. 


conan 
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Faly. 
A | 
et 
Firſt all the ſmall flies that were taken in F 
J- June, are alſo taken in this month. F 
ey 1. We have then the Orange Flie, the dub- 
bing of Orange Wool, and the wing of a black 
ng feather. 2 
er | 2. Alfoalittle white dun, the body made 


er | of white Mohair,and the wings blew of a He> 
| rons feather. 
he | 3. We have likewiſe this month aWaſp-flie, 
un madeeither of a dark brown dubbing, or elſe the 
furre of a black Cats tail , ribb*'d about with | 
y<]low filk, and the wing of the grey feather | 
of a Mallard. | 
4+ Another flie taken this month is a black 
Hackle, the body made of the whirle of a | q 
Peacock's feather , and a black hackle feather \W 
on the top. | 
5. We have alſo another made of a Pea- 
cocks whirle without wings. | 
6. Another flie alſo is taken this month 
calPd the ſhel-flie,the dubbing of yellow-green | 
! Jerſey Wool, and a little white Hoggs hair | || 
LY. mixt , which I call the Palm-flie, and do be- [+1 
' lieve it is taken for a Palm, that drops off the [| 
willows into the water 5 for this flie I _ © || 
cen : 
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ſeen Trouts take little pieces of moſs, as they 
have ſwam down the River, by which I con- 
clude that the beſt way to hit the right colour 
is to compare your dubbing with the Mos, 
and mix the colours as near as you can. 

7. There is alſo taken this month a black 
blew Dun,the dubbing of the furre of a black 
Rabbet mixt with a little yellow, the wings of 
the Feather of a blew Pigeons wing, 


Awuguft. 


The fameFlics with 7uly. 

I» Then another Art-flie, the dubbing of 
the black brown hair of a Cow,ſome red warpt 
in for the Tagg of his tail, and a dark wing, 3 
killing flic. 

2. _ a flie call*d the Fern-flic, the dub. 
bing of the fur of a Hares neck, that is of the 
colourof Fearn, or Brackin, with a darkith 
grey wing of a Mallards feather, a killer 
too. 

3- Belides theſe we have a white Hackle,the 
body of white Mo-hair, and wrapped about 
with 8 white Hackle Feather, and this is aſſu- 
redly taken for Thiſtle-down. 


4.We 


* 
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4. We have alſo this month a Harry-long- 
leggs,the body made of Bears dun, and blew 
Wool mixt, and a brown hackle Feather over 
all. 

Laſtly in this month all the Game browns 


" and duns are taken, that were taken in 
" May. 


Ls | G ” 


September. 


This month the ſame Flies are taken, that 
are taken in April. | 
1,To which I ſhall only add a Came-brown 
Flie, the dubbing pull'd out of the lime of a 
| , Wall whipt about with red Silk, and a 
Pt darkiſh grey Mallards feather for the 
x: Wings 
2, And one other for which we have no 
1b. name 3 but it is made of the black hair of 
the a Badgers skin mixt with the yellow ſofteſt- 
ith down of a ſanded Hog. 


O 
wa 
. 


OFober. 
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' "". S / 
| HH 
” , | j 
Oftober. 
/ 


The fame Flies are taken this month , that | 
were taken in March. | 


Novemb. 


The fame Flies that were taken in February, | 
are taken this month alſo. ; 


December. 


Few men angle with the Flic this month, no 
"4 more than they doin January: but yet if the 
w | weather be warm (as I have known it ſome- 
#4 times in my life to be, even in this cold Coun- 
kl try where it is leaſt expected) then a brown 

i that looks red in the hand , and yellowiſh be- 
twixt your eye and the Sun z will both raiſc 
and kill ina clear water, and free from ſnow- 
broth : but at the beſt *tis hardly worth a man's 
labour. þ 


And 


hat | 
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And now Sir, I have done with Flie-fiſhing, 
or angling at the top , excepting once more to 
tell you , thatof all theſe (and I have named 
you a great many very killing flies) none are fit 
to be compared with the Drake and Stone-flie, 
both for many and very great fiſh;and yet there 
are ſomedaies, that are by no means proper for 
the ſport, and ina calm you ſhall nut have near 
ſo much ſport even with daping, as in a whiſt- 
ling gale of wind, for two reaſons, both be= 
cauſe you are not then fo eafily diſcovered by 
the fiſh, and alſo becauſe there are ; then but 
few flies can lye upon the water 3 for where 
they have ſo much choice, you may eafily ima= 
gine they will not be ſo cager and forward 
to riſe at a bait , that both the ſhadow of your 
body , and that of your Rod, nay of your 
very line , in a hot calmday will, in ſpite of 
your beſt caution , render ſuſpected to them: 
but even then,in ſwift fireams, or by fitting 
down patiently behind a willow buſh, you ſhall 
do more execution than at almoſt any other 
time of the year with any other flie,though one 
may ſometimes hit of a day , when he ſhall 
come home very well ſatisfied with ſport with 
ſeveral other Flies ; but with theſe two,the 
green Drake and the Stone-flie, I do verily 
believe I could ſome daies in my life, had I not 
been weary of ſlaughter, have loaden a luſty boy, 
and have fometimes,I do honeſtly aſſure you, 

glven 
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given over upon the meer account of ſatiety of 
ſport; which will be no hard matter to believe, 
when I likewiſe aſſure you, that with this very 
flie,, I have in this very River that runs by us 
in three or four hours taken thirty , five and 
thirty, and forty of the beſt Trouts in the Ri- 
ver. What ſhame and pity is it then, that 
fuch a River ſhould be deſtroyed by the baſeſt 
fort of people, by thoſe unlawful ways of fire 
and _— in the night, and of damming, 
groping, ſpearing, hanging and hooking by 
day , which are now grown fo common, that, 
though we have very good Laws to puniſh 
fich-Offenders, every Raſcal does it, for ought 
I fee, imprne. 

To conclude, I cannot now in honeſty but 
frankly tell you,that many of theſe flics I have 
nam*d. at leaſt ſo made as we make them here, 
will peradventure do you no great ſervice in 
your Southern Rivers, and will not conceal 
from you, but that I have ſent flies to ſeveral 
friends in Londox , that for ought I could ever 
hear, never did any great feats with them, and 
therefore if you intend to profit by my inſtru- 
&ions, you muſt come to angle with me here in 
thePeak;and fo,if you pleaſe, let us walk up to 
Supper, and to morrow, it the day be windy, 
as Our daics here commonly are, *tis ten to one 


but we ſhall take a good diſh of fiſh for din- 
IKfs 
CHAP. 


AX ﬀK_  ” We OTE 
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CHAP. IX 


” C. A good day to you, Sir I ſee you will 
alwaiecs be ſtirring before me. 

Viat. Why, to tell you the truth, I am (o 
allur'd with the ſport I had yeſterday, that I 
long, to be at the River again,and when I heard 
the wind ling in my Chamber window, could 
forbear no longer , but keap out of bed, and 
had jult made an -end of drefling my (lf, as 
you came In. | 

Piſc. Well, I am both glad you are ſo ready 


for the day, and that the day is fo tit for you, 


and look you I have made you three or four 


| flies this morning, this ſilver twiſt hackle,this 


bears dun,this light brown and this dark brown, 
any of which I dare fay will do 3 but you may 
try themall, and ſee which does beſt, only I 
mult ask your pardon that I cannot wait upon 


| you this Morning, a little bufineſs being fal'n 
{ out , that for two or three hours, will deprive 


me of your Company : but 1'!e come call you 
home to dinner, and my man ſhall attend 
you. 

Viat, Oh Sir, mind your affairs by all means, 
do but lend me a little of your skill to theſe 
tine flies, and, unleſs it have forſaken me ſince 
yclterday,lI ſhall tind luck of my own'I hope to 
de ſomething- G 2 Piſc, 
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Piſc. The beſt Inſtruction I can give you,is, | 
that, ſeeing the wind curles the water, and | 
blows the right way, you would now angle up | 
the ſtill deep to day 3 for betwixt the Rocks | 
where the ſtreams are , you would find it now | 
too brisk , and beſides I would have you take 
fiſh in both Waters. | 

Viat. T'le obey your DireQion, and fo a 
good morning to you. Come young man, let | 
you and I walk together. But heark you, Sir, 
I have not done vvith you yet 3 I expe ano- þ 
ther Lefſon for angling at the bottom, in the Þþ 
afternoon. | 
Piſe, Well, Sir, I'le be ready for you. 


\P.| 


| 


; 
F 
. 
b 
; 
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CHAP. &. 


ISC. Oh Sir, are you: return'd ? you have 

but juſt prevented me. I was coming to 

call you. | 

Viat. Tam glad then I have ſay'd you the 
labour. 

Piſc. And how have you ſped. 

Viat. You ſhall ſee that, Sir, preſently, look 
= Sir,here are three h =_ - » Spoke like 6 

routs, one of them the bigge - 
but one, that ever I kill'd ok A OLE 
flic in my life, and yet I loft a 
bigger than that , with my Flie to boo*t, and 
here are three Graylings, and one of them lon- 
ger by ſome jnches than that I took yeſterday, 
and yet I thought that a good one too. 

Piſce. Why you have made a pretty good 
mornings work on't, and now Sir, what think 
you of our River Dove ? 

Viat. I think it to be the beſt Trout River 
in England ; and am ſo far inlove with it , 
that if it were mine , and that I could keep it 
to my (cf, I would not exchange that water, 
for all the Landit runs over 3 to be totally de- 
barr*'d from't. 


G 3 Piſc, 


.$6 @TheCompleat Angler, Part. 11. 


Piſce. That Complement to the River, ſpeaks 
you a true lover of the Art of angling: And 
now, Sir,to make part of amends for ſending 
you ſo uncivilly out alone this Morning, I will | 
my ſelf drefs you this diſh of fiſh for your din- # 
ner , walk but into theparlour , you will find 
one Book or other in the window to enter- 
tain you the while, and you ſhall have it pre- 
ſently. 

Viat. Well Sir,I obey you. 

Piſce, Look you Sir, have I not made 
hafie ? 

Viat, Believe me Sir, that you have, and it 
looks ſo well , I long tobe at it. 

Piſe, Fall too then 3 now Sir what ſay you! 
am I a tolerable Cook or no ? 

Viat. So good a one, that I did never eat fo 
good Fiſh in my life. This Fifh is intinitely 
better , than any I ever taſted of the kind in 
my life. *Tis quite another thing, than our 
Trouts about London. 

Piſc.You would ſay fo,if that Trout you cat 
of were in right ſeaſon: but pray eat of the 
Grayling, which upon my word at this time, 
is by much the better Fiſh. 

Viat. In carneſt, and fo it is: and I have 
one requeſt to make to you, which 1s, 
that as you have taught me to catch Trout and 
Grayling, you will now teach me how to dreſs 
them as theſe are dreſt , which queſtionleſs is 
of all other the beſt way. Piſce 


m4 
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Piſe. That I will Sir, with all my heart,and 
am glad you like them ſo well, as to make that 
requeſt, and they are dreſt thus. 


Take your Trout, waſh, and dry him with « 
clean Napkin ; then open him, and having taken 
out his guts, and all the bleed, wipe him very 
clean within, but waſh him not, and give bim 
three ſcotcbes with a Knife to the bone on one ſide 
only, After which take a clean Kettle, and put 
in 4s much hard ſtale Beer ( but it muſt not be 
dead ) Vinegar, and a little Whitewine, and 
Water, as will cover the Fiſh you intend #0 boyl ; 
then throw into tbe Liquor a good quantity of 
Salt, the Rind of @ Lemon, Ro of ſlic*t 
Horſe-Radiſh root , with a handſom little fagot 
of Roſemary, Time, and Winter-Savory. Then 
ſet your Kettle upon a quick, fire of wood, and 
let your Liquor boyl up to the beight before you 
put in your Fiſh, and then, if there be many, 
put them in one by one, that they may not ſo cool 
the Liquor, as to make it fall , and whilſt your 
Fiſh is boyling, beat up tbe Butter for your Sawce 
with a Ladle full or two of the Liquor it is boy- 
ling in, and being boyld enough, immediately 
pour the Liquor from the Fiſh, and being laid 
in 8 Diſh, pour your Butter upon it, and ftrew- 
ing it plentifully over with ſhav'd Horſe-Raddiſh, 
aud alittle pounded Ginger, garniſh your ſides 
of :your Diſh, aud the Fiſh it ſelf with aſlic's 

G 4 Lemon 


$8 @The Compleat Angler, Part.11. 


Lemon, or»ygwa, and ſerve it up. A Grayling 
isalſo to be dreſt exaQly after the ſame manner, 
ſaving that he is to be ſcaPd, which a Trout 
never is: and that muſt be done either with 
ones nails, or very lightly and carefully with 
a Knife for bruiſing the Fiſh, And note, that 
theſe kinds of Fiſh, a Trout eſpecially, it he 
is not caten within four, or five hours after he 
be taken, is worth nothing, 

But come Sir, I ſee you havedin'd,and there- 
fore it you-pleaſe we will walk down again to 
the little Houſe, and there I will read you 2 
Lecture of Angling at the bottom. 
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IAT. So Sir, Now we are here, and ſet : 

let me have my inſtructions for Angling 

for Trout, and Grayling at the bottom which, 

though not ſo eaſy, fo cleanly,nor (as *tis ſaid) 

ſo Gentile a way of Fiſhing, as with a Flie ; 

is yct (if 1 miſtake not) a good holding way 
ard takes Fiſh when nothing elſe will. 

Piſc. You are in the right, it does ſo: anda 
worm is ſo ſure a bait at all times,that,cxcepting 
in a Flood, 1 would I had laid thouſand pounds 
that 1 kill'd Fiſh more, or Icfs with it, Win- 
ter or Summer every day throughout the Year 
thoſe days always excepted, that, upon a more 
ſcrious account always ought ſo to be. But 
not longer to delay you, I will begin, and tell 
you, that Angling at the bottom is alſo com- 
monly of two forts ( and yet there is a third 
way of Angling with a Ground-bait, and to 
very great ccC tco, as ſhall be ſaid hercatter ) 
namely. | 


By 
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By Hand : 
or, 
With a Cork, or Float. 


That we call Angling by hand is of three 
ſorts. 

The firſt with a line about half the length of 
the Rod, a good weighty plum,and three hairs 
next the Hook, which we call arunning Line, 
and with ene large Brandling, or a dew-worm 
of a moderate i{tze, or two ſmall ones of the 
firſt, or any other fort, proper for a Trout, of 
which my Father Walton has already given 
you the names, and ſaved mea labour 3 or in- 
deed almoſt any worm whateverzfor if a Trout 
be in the humour to bite, it muſt be ſuch a 
worm as I never yet ſaw, that he will refuſe; 
and if you Fiſh with two, you are then to bait 
your hook thus. You are firſt to run the point 
of your hook in at the very head of your hilt 
worm, and ſodown through his body till it be 
paſt theknot, and then let it out, and ſtrip the 
worm above the arming ( that you may not 
bruiſe it with your fingers) till you have put 
on the other by running the point of the Hook 
in below the knot, and upwards through his 
body towards his hcad till it be but juſt cover'd 


with 
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with the head, which being done, you are 
then to ſlip the firſt worm downover the ar- 
ming again, till the knots of both worms meet 
together. 

The ſecond way of Angling by hand, and 
with a running Line, is with a Line fomethi 
longer than the former, and with Tackle rnade 
after this ſame manner. At the utmoſt extre- 
mity of your Line, where the Hook is always 
plac'd in all other ways of Angling, you are 
to havea large Piſtol, or Carabine Bullet, into 
which the end of your Line is to be faſined 
with a Peg, or Pin even and cloſe with the Bul- 
let, and about half a foot above that, a branch 
of Line, of two, or three handtuls long 4 or 
more, for a (wift ſtream, with a Hook at the 
end thereof baited with ſome of the forenamed 
worms, and another half foot above that ano- 
ther arm*d, and baited after the ſame manner z 
but with another ſort of worm, without any 
lead at all above: by which means you will al- 
ways certainly find the true bottom in all 
depths, which with the Plums upon your Line 
above you can never do, but that your bait muſt 
always drag whilſt you are ſounding ( which 
in this way of Angling muſt be continually ) 
by which means ycu are like to have more trou- 
ble, and peradventure worſe ſucceſs, And 
both theſe ways of Angling at the bottom are - 
moſi proper for a datk, and muddy water, by 
| | reaſon 
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reaſon that in ſuch acondition of the ſtream» 
a Man may ſtand as near as hewill, and neither 
his own ſhadow 3 nor the roundneſs of his 
Tackle will hinder his ſport. 

The third way of Angling by hand with a 
Ground-bait,and by much the beſt of all other, 
is, with a Line full as long, or a yard and half 
longer than your Rod, with no more than one 
hair next the hook,and for two or three lengths 
above it, and no more than one ſmall pellet of 
ſhot for your plum, your Hook little, your 
worms of the ſmaller Brandlings very well 
ſcour'd, and only one upon your hook at a 
time , which is thus to be baited. The point 
of your hook is to be put in at the very tagg 
of his tail , and ryn up his body quite over 
all the arming, and ſtill (iript on an inch at leaſt 
upon the hair, the head and remaining part 
hanging downward 3 and with this line an{ 
hook thus baited you are evermore to angle in 
the ſtreams, always in a clear rather than a 
troubled water, and always up the River, (till 
caſting out your worm before you with a light 
one-handed Rod, like an artificial Flie, where 
it will be taken, ſometimes at the top,or with- 
ina very little of the Szperficies of the water, 
and almoſt always before that light plumb can 
fink it tothe bottom, both by reaſon of the 
ſtream, and alſothat you mult always kcep 
your worm in motion by drawing (till back > 

— wards 
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wards you , as if you were angling with a flie 
and believe me, whoever will cry it, ſhall find 
this the beſt way of all other to angle with a 
worm, in'a bright water eſpecially; but chen 
his rod muſt be very light and pliant, and very 
true and finely made, which with a skilful hand 
will do wonders, and in a clear ſtream is un+ 
doubtedly the beſt way of angling for a Trour, 
or Grayling with a worm, by many degrees, 
that any man can make choice of, and of moſt 
eaſe and delight tothe Angler. To which let 
me add, that if the Angler be of a conſtitution 
that will ſuffer him to wade, and will ſlip in- 
to the tail of a ſhallow ſtream, to the Calf of 
the leg or the knee, and ſo keep off the bank, 
he (hall almoſt take what fiſh he pleaſes. 


The ſecond way of angling at the bottom is 
with a Cork or float 3 and that is alſo. of 
two ſorts. 


With a worm: 


or, 
With a Grub or Caddis. 


With a worm you are to have your line 
within a foot, or a foot and half as long as 
your rod, in a dark water with two, or if you 

will 
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will with three; but in a clear water never with 
above one hair next the hook, and two or 
three for four or tive lengths above it, and a 
worm of what ſize you pleaſe, your plums 


fitted to your Cork, your Cork to the conditi- 


on of the River(that is to the ſwiftneſs or ſlow- 
neb of it) and both, when the water is very 
clear,as tine as you can , and then you are ne- 
ver tO bait with above one of the leſſer fort of 
Brandlings 3 or, if they are very little ones in- 
deed,you may then bait with two after the man- 
ner before directed. 

When you angle fora Trout , you are to do 
it as deep, that is, as near the bottom as you 
can , provided your bait do not drag , orif it 
do,a Trout will ſometimes take it in that po- 
fture: if for a Grayling, you are then to hſh 
further from the bottom , he being a fiſh that 
mlually ſwims nearer to the middle of the wa- 
ter,and lycs alwaies looſe : or however is more 
apt to riſe than a Trout, and more inclin'd to 
riſe than to deſcend even to a Ground- 
bait. 
| With a Grubor Caddis, you are to angle 
with the ſame length of Line; or it itbe all 
out as long as your Rod , *tis not the worſe , 
with never above on hajr for two or three 
lengths next the hook, and with the ſmalleſt 
Cork, or float, and the leaſt weight of plumb 


you can that will but fink , and that che _ 
nc\s 
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neſs of your fiream will allow 3 which alfo 
you may help , and avoid the violence of the 
Current, by angling in the returnes of a ſtream, 
or the Eddics betwixt two ſtreams, which 
alſo are the moſt likely places wherein to kill a 
Fiſhin a ſtream , either at the top or bot- - 
tom. 

Of Grubs for a Grayling, the Aſh-Grub, 
which is plump, milk-white, bent round from 
head to tail , and exceeding tender with a red 
head ; or the Dock worm, or Grub of a pale 
yellow, longer, lanker, and tougher than the 
other, with rows of feet all down his belly , 
and a red head alſo are the beſt, T1 ay for a 
Grayling, becauſe, although a Trout will take 
both theſe(the Aſh-Grub efpecially )yet he does 
not do it fo freely as the other, and I have uſu- 
ally taken ten Graylings for one Trout with 
that bait, though if a Trout come, I have ob- 
ſerved, that he is commonly a very good 
one. 

Theſe baits we ufually keep in Bran, in 
which an Aſh-Grub commonly grows tougher, 
and will better endure baiting, though he is 
yet ſo tender, that it will be neceſſary to warp 
in a piece of a Riff hair with your arming, lea». 
ving it ſtanding out about a firaw breadth at 
the head of your hook, ſo as to keep theGrub 
either from ſlipping totally off when baited,or 
atleaſt down to the point of che hook, by which' 

means 
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means your artming. will be left: wholly naked 
and bare , which is neither ſo fightly, nor fo 
likely to be takenz though to help that (which 
will however very cft fall out) 1 always arm 
the hook I deſign for this Bait with the whiteſi 
horſe-hair I can chuſe, which it ſclf will re- 
ſemble, and ſhine like that bait, and conſe- 
quently will do more good , or leſs harm than 
an arming of any other colour. Theſe Grubs 
are to be baited thus , the hook is to be put in 
under the head or Chaps of the bait, and 
guided down the middle of the belly without 
ſuffering it to pcep out by the way(for then( the 
Aſh-Grub eſpecially) will ifſue out water and 
milk, till nothing but the skin ſhall remain,and 
the bend of the hook will appear black through 
it)till the point of your hook come fo low,that 
the head of your bait may reſt, and ſtick upon 
the hair that ſtands out to. hold it, by which 
means it can neither ſlip of it ſelf 3 neither will 
the forcc of the ſtream, nor quick pulling out, 
upon any miſtake, ſtrip it off. 

Now the Caddis, or Cod-bait ( which is a 
ſare killing bait, and for the molt part,by much, 
ſurer, than either of the other ) may be put 


upon the Hook, two or three together, and is. 


ſometimes ( to very great effec.) joyn'd to a 
worm, and ſometimes to an Artificial Flie to 
cover the point of the Hook 5 but is always to 


be Angled with at the bottom ( when by ef {lf 
cſpc- 
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eſpecially ) with the fineſt Tackle z . and is. for 
all times of the year, the moſt holding bait. of 
all other whatever, both for Trout, and Gray» 


There are ſeveral other baits beſides theſe 
few I have nam'd you, which alſo do very 
great execution at the bottom, and ſome that 
are peculiar to certain Countries, and Rivers, 
of which cvery Angler may in his own place, 
make his pwn obſervation : ahd ſome others 
that I do riot think fit to put you in mind of, 
becauſe I would not corrupt you, :and would 
have you, aSin all things elſe I obſerve you 66 
be a very honeſt Gentleman, a faif Angler. 
And fo tritich fot the ſecond ſort of Angling for 
a Trout at the bottom. 

Viat. But Sir, I beſeech you give me leave 
to ask you one queſtion, Is there no art to be 
us'd to worms, to make them allure the Fiſh, 
and in a manner compel them to bite at the 
bait. 

Piſc. Not that I know of; or did I know 
any ſuch ſecret, I would not uſe it my felf, and 
therefore would not teach it you» Though I 
will not deny to you, that in my younger days, 
I have made tryal of Oyl of Ofpray,Oyl of Ivy, 
Camphire, Afſa-fetida, juice of Nettles, and 
feveraf other devices that I was taught by ſeve- 
ral Anglers I met with , but could never find 


any advantage by them ; and can ſcarce believe 
H there 
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there is any thing to.be done that way, though 
I muſt tell you Ihave ſeen ſome men, who I 
thought went to work no more artificially than. 
I, and have yet with the ſame kind of worms 
1 had, in my own fight taken five , and ſome- 
times ten for one. But wel let that buſineſs a- 
lone if you pleaſe 3 and becauſe we have time 
enough , and that I would deliver you from 
the trouble of any more LeQures, I will,if you 
pleaſe, proceed to the laſt way of angling for a 
Trout or Grayling, which is in the middle ; 
after which I ſhall have no more to trouble you 
with. 

Viat. *Tis no trouble,Sir,but the greateſt fa- 
tisfaQion that can be, and I attend you. 


P. 
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CHAP. XII, 


_— Angling in the middle then for a 
Trout or Grayling is of two ſorts. 


1 


With a Pink or Minnow for a Trout; 
or, 


With a Worm, Grub or Caddis for a 
Grayling. 


For the firſt,it is with a Minnow half a foot, 
or a foot within the Sxperficies of the water , 
and as to the reſt that concerns this ſort of an- 
gling, I ſhall wholly refer you to Mr.Walton's 
direqion, who is undoubtedly the beſt Angler 
witha Minnow in England; only in plain 
truth I donot approve of thoſe baits he keeps 
in ſale, unleſs where the Living ones are not 
poſſibly to be had (though I know he frequent- 
ly kills with them , and peradventure more, 
than with any other,nay I have ſeen him refuſe 
a living one for one of them) and much leſs of 
his artificial onez for though we doit with a 
counterfeit flie , me thinks it ſhould hardly be 
expected , that a man ſhould deceive a fiſh 
with a counterfeit fiſh, Which having faid, LI 
' H 3 ſhall 
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ſhall only add,and that out of my own experi- 
ence, that I do believe a Bul-head, with his 
Guill-tins cut off ( at ſome times of the year 
eſpecially } to be a much better bait for a Trout, 
than a Minnow, and a Loach much better than 
that, to prove which I ſhall only tell you 
that I have much oftner taken Trouts with a 
Bull-head oy a Loach in their Throats(for there 
a Trout has queſtionleſs bis hrſt digeſtion than 
a Minnow; and that one day eſpecially,having 
Angkda good partof the day with a Minnow, 
and that in as hopeful a day, and as fita wa- 
ter, as could be wiſht for that purpoſe, with- 
out railing any one-Fiſh ; I at laſt fell co't with 
the worm, and with that took fourteen in a 
very ſbort ſpace, among{\t all which, there was 
nat to my remembrance, ſo much as one, that 
had not a Loach or two, and ſome of them 
three, four, five, and fix Loaches, in his throat 
and ſtomach 3 from whence I concluded, that 


had I Angled with that bait, I had made a no- 


table days wark of*e. 
| Buc after ail,there is a better way of Angling 
with a Minnow, than perhaps is fit either to 
teach or to practice; to which I ſhall only 
add,that a Grayling will certainly riſc at, and 
ſometimes take a Minnow, though it will be 
haxd to be believ*d by any one, who ſhall confi- 
der the littleneſs of that Fiſhes mouth, very 
naotit to take ſo great a bait : but is affirm'd by 
many, 
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many, that he will fometimes do it, and 1 my 
lf know it to be crue,for though I never took 
a Grayling ſo, yet a Man of mine once did.;and 
within ſo few paces of me, that I am as certain 
of it, as I can.be of any thing I did not fee, 
and ( which made it appear the more ſtrange) 
_ Grayling was not above cleven inches 


&- 
I muſt here alſo beg leave of your Mafier, 


-and mine, not tocontrovert, but to tell him , 


that I cannot conſent to his way of throwingin 
his Rod to an overgrown Trout,and afterwards 
recovering his Fiſh with Hhis' Tackle, For 
though I am ſatisficd he has' ſometimes done it, 
becauſe he ſays ſo; yet I have fonnd it quite 
otherwiſe, and though I have taken with che 
Angle, I may fafely (ay, ſome thouſands of 
Trouts in my life, my top never ſnapt,though 
my Line till continued faſt- to the remaining 
part of my Rod (by (ome lengths of Line 
curl'd round about my top» and there faftned 
with waxt ſilk, againſt ſuch an accident ) nor 
my hand never lackt, or flipt by any other 
chance, but I almoſt always infallibly 
loſt my Fiſh, whether great, or little, though 
my Hook came home again. And I have often 
wondred how a Trout ſhould ſofuddainly dif- 
engage himſelf from ſo great a Hook, as that 
we bait with a Minnow, and fo deep bearded, 
as thoſe Hooks commonly are, when I have 

H 3- ſcen 
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ſeen'by- the forenam*d accidents,or the ſlipping 
of a knot in the upper part of the Line, by 
ſuddain, and hard ſtriking, that 'though the 
Line has immediately been recover'd, almoſt 
before it could beall drawn into the water, the 
Fiſh clear'd,' and gone ina-morment. And yet 
to juſtitie what he fays,I have ſometimes known 
a Trout, having carried away a whole Line, 
found dead three, or four days after with the 
Hook faſt ſticking in him: but then it is to be 
ſuppos'd he had gorg'd it, which'a Trout will 
do, if you be not too quick with him when he 
comes at a Minnow, as fure and: much ſooner 
than a Pike 3 and I my ſelf have alſo, once, -or 
twicein my life, taken the ſame Fiſh with my 
own Flie ſticking in his Chaps,that he had taken 
from me the day before, by the ſlipping of a 
Hook in the-arming: but I am very contident 
a Trout will not be troubled two hours with 
any Hook, / that has ſo much as one handful of 
Line left behind with it, or- that-is not ſtruck 
through: a bone, if it be in any part of his 
mouth only ; ' nay, I do certainly know, that a 
Trout fo ſoon-as ever he feels himſelf prickt, if 
he carrics. away the Hook, .goes immediately 
to the bottom, and will there root like a Hog 
upon the Gravel, till he either rub out, or 
break the Hook inthe middle. And ſo much 
for this firſt ſort of Angling in the middle for a 
Trout. 

The 
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The ſecond way of Angling in the middle, 
is with a Worm, Grub, Caddis, or any 
other Ground-bait fora Grayling, and that is 
vvith a Cork, and a foot from the bottom, 
a Grayling taking it much better there, than 
at the bottom, as has been ſaid before 3 and 
this always in a clear water,and with the fineſt 


Tackle. 


To which we may alſo, and vvith very 
good reaſon, add the third way of Anglin 
by hand with a Ground-bait, as a third 
way of Fiſhing in the middle , which is 
common to both Trout, and Grayling, and 
( as 1 faid before) the beſt way of Angling 
with a Worm, of all other I ever try'd whate- 
ver. 

And now Sir, I have ſaid all I can at 
preſent think of concerning Angling for a 
Trout and Grayling; and I doubt not, 
have tir*d you ſufficiently : but I will give 
you no more trouble of this kind , hill 
you ſtay; vvhich I hope will be a good while 
longer. 

Viat. That will not be above a day lon- 
gcrz but if I live till May come twelve 
Month , you are ſure of me again, either 
vvith my Maſter Walton, or without 
him , and in the mean time ſhall ac- 
quaint him how much you have made of 
me for his fake, and I hope he loves me 
H 4 well 
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well enough, to thank you for it. 
Piſe. 1 ſhall be glad Sir, of your good 
Company at the time you ſpeak of and ſhall 
he loath to part with you now 3 but when you 
tell me you muft go, I will then wait upon 
you more Miles on your way, than I have 
tempted you out of it, and heartily with you a 
good Journey: | 


W | 


FINIS. 


S=S2GOoSOMPADmS 


" 0 TD ad os pn Wo 


Chap.+r.The Compleat Angler. 105 


To my moſt Honoured Friend, 


Charles Cotton , Eſq; 


SIR, 


Ou Now ſce, I have return'd you, your 
very pleaſant, and uſeful diſcourſe of che 
Art of Flie-Fiſhing, Printed, juſt as *twas ſent 
me: for I have been ſo obedient to your 
delires, as to endure all the praiſes you 
have ventur'd to fix upon me in it. And, 
when I have thankt you for them, as the effects 
of an undiflembled love: then, Jet me tell you 
Sir, that I will really endeavour to live up to 
the CharaQer you have given of me, if there 
were no other reaſon; yet for this alone, that 
you, that love me ſo well 3 and always think 
what you ſpeak, may not,for my ſake,ſuffer by 
a miſtake in your Judgment. 

AndSir,l have ventur'd to filla part of your 
Margin, by way of Paraphraſe, for the Rea- 
ders clearer underſtanding the lituation both 
of your Fiſhing-Houſe, and the pleaſantneſs of 
that you dwell in. And I have ventur'd alſo 
to give him a Copy of Verſes, that, you were 
| pleas'd 
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pleas'd to ſend me, now ſome Years paſt; in 
which, he may ſee a good Picture of both; 
and, fo rmuch of your own mind.too, 2s will 
make any Reader that is bleſt with a Gene- 
rous Soul, to love you the better. I confeſs, 
that for doing this, you may juſtly Judg me too 
bold : if you do, I will fay fo too: and fo far 
commute for my offence, that, though I be 
more than a hundred Miles from you , and in 
the cighty third Year of my Age, yet I will 
forget both, and next Month begin a Pilgri- 
mage tobeg your pardon, for, I would dyc in 
your favour; and till then will live. 


Sir, 


Lo ndons Aprits 
29th, 1675, 


Tour moſt affelionate 


Father and Friend, 


Izaak Walton, 
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0 Stanzes' Irreguliers 
ar FEED 
be S-.Q 1" 
n | Mr. 1Z AAK WALTON, _ 
: 
ſl- 4 
in Arewell thou buſie World, and, may 
We never meet again : 
Here IT can eat, and ſleep, and pray, Ii 
And do more good in one ſhort day, | || 
Than be, who his whole Age out wears | 
Upon the moſt conſpicuous Theaters, © | 
Where nonght, but vanity and vice appears. © | 'f 
2. | 
| ſl} 
Good God ! how ſweet are all things here ! "1 
How beautiful the Fields appear ! 
How cleanly, do we feed and lye ! | 
d, I ord ! what good bours d» we keep ! | 
How quietly we fleep ! i 
What peace, what unanimity ! j 
How innocent from the lewd faſhion, l 
Ir all oxr buſineſs, all our recreation! '" 
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Ob, bow bappy bere's ont leaſure ! 

Ob, bow innocent oxr pleaſure |! 

Ob, ye Valleys, Oh ye Mountains ! 

Ob,ye Groves,and Chryſtal Fountains, 
How T love at liberty, 

By turns, to come and viſit ye! 


4+ 


Dear ſolitude, the Souls beſt friend, 
That Man, acquainted with bimſelf doſt make, 
And, all bis makers wonders to intend, 

With thee, I bere converſe at will, 

And would be glad to do ſo ftill, 
For, it i thou alone that keep'(t the Soul awake. 


5. 


How Calm, and quiet a delight, 
Is it, alone © 
Toread, and meditate,- and write 
By none offended, and, offending none ? 
To walk,, ride, fit, or ſleep at ones own eaſe 
And, pleaſing a Mans ſelf none other to diſpleaſe. 


0j 


Chap. 1 r.The Compleat Angler. ro9 


6. 


Oh my beloved Nymph fair Dove 
Princeſs of rivers, how I love 
Upon thy flowry Banks to lye , 
And view thy ſilver ftream, 
When guilded by aSummers beam! 
And init, all thy wanton fry 
Playing at liberty : 
And, with my Angle upon them 
The all of treachery 
T ever learnt induftrionſly to try. 


FO 


Such ftreems, Romes yellowTyber canxot ſhew, 

ake. The Iberian Tagus or Ligurian Po 3 

| The Mauſc, tbe Danube, and the Rhine 

__—_— water all,compar*d with thine : 

And Loyres mou ſtreams yet tos polluted are 
With thine much purer to compare; 

The rapid Garonne, and the winding Seine, 
Are both too mean 

| Beloved Dove, with thee 

ſe) To vie priority 3 

leaſe} Nay, Tame and Ifis, when conjoyn'd ſubmit, 

And lay their Trophies at thy filver feet. 


Ob 
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Ob my beloved Rocks that riſe 
To awe the Earth, and brave the Skies : 
From ſome aſpiring Mountains crown, 
How dearly do T love, 
Giday with pleaſure,to look down. (abovel 
And from tbe vales, to view the noble heights 
Oh my beloved Caves ! from dog-ftars beat, 
And all anxieties, my ſafe retreat: 
What ſafety, privacy, what true delight, 
In th* artificial night, 
Tour gloomy entrals make, 
Have I taken, do I take ! 
How oft when grief has made me fly 
To bide me from ſociety, 
Even, of my deareſt friends, bave 1 
In your receſſes friendly ſhade 3 
All my ſorrows open laid, 
And,my moſt ſecret wes entruſted to your privacy! 


IO. 


Lord | would men let me alone , 
What an over happy one 
Pould I think my ſelf to be ! 
' © MightT in thy deſart place 
C Which moſt Men in diſcourſe diſgrace ) 
Live but undiſturb*d and free | 


Here, 
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Here, in this deſpir'd receſs 
Would I,maugre Winters cold, 
And the Summers worſt exceſt, 
Try, to live out to fixty fall years old! 
And, all the while 
Without an envious eye, 
On any thriving nuder fortunes ſmile, 
Contented live,and then, contented dye. 


C. C. 


Courteons Reader. 
F OU may be pleas'd to take 
notice, that at the Sign of 

the Three Trouts in St. Paul's 
Church-Yard, on the North fide, 


you may be fitted: with all forts of 
the beſt Fiſhing Tackle, by 


Fobn Margrave. 


(Cui 


# | 
' 


<Q? 


? 


&1 


CES 
* 


Uſb THE | 
EXPERIENC'D 


ANGLER: 


O R, | 
ANGLING IMPROV'D, 


BEING 


A General Diſcourſe 


ANGLING. 


Imparting the Apteſt ways and 
Choiceſt Experiments for the ta- 
king of moſt ſorts of FISH in 
Pond or River. 


By Col. ROBERT VE NABLES. 
The Fourth Edition m much Enlarged. | 


LONDON, 


Printed for Richard Marriot, 1676. | 


—_—_— 


To the Reader. 


their Maſters; Beſides, thoſe Recre- 
ations are wore. ſubje& ro. choler 
and paſſion, by how much thoſe 
Creatures exceed a Hook or. Line i 

worth ; And indeed in thoſe Exer- 
ciſes our pleaſure depends much up- 
on the will and humor of a ſullen 
Cur, or Kzte, (as [ bave heard their 
own- paſſions phraſe them ) which 
alſo require much attendance, . care, 
and skill to keep her ſerviceable to 
our ends. Further, theſe delights are 
ofcen prejudicial to the Husband- 
man in his Corn, Graſs and Fences ; 
bur in this pleaſant and harmleſs 
Art of Angling, a wan bathnone to 
quarrel wich but himſelf, and we are 
uſually ſo intirely our own friends, 
as Not co retain an irreconcileable 
hatred againſt our ſelves, but can in 
ſhore time eaſily compoſe the enmi- 

ty ; and beſides our ſelves none are 
offended , none endamaged ; and 
this Recreation falleth within che 
capacity of the loweſt fortune ro 
compaſs, afforciog alſo profit as well 
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Tothe Reader, 
as pleaſure; in following of which 
Exerciſe a man may imploy his 
thoughts in the nobleſt Studies, al- 
moſt as freely as in his Cloſer. 

The Minds of Anglers being uſu- 
ally more calm and compoſed than 
many others, eſpecially Hunters and 
Falkners, who too frequently loſe 
their delight in their paſſion, and 
too often bring home more of me- 
Iancholy and diſcontent than fatiſ- 
faion in their thoughts ; But the 
'Anpler, when he hath the worſt ſuc- 
ceſs, looſeth but a Hook or-Line, or 
perhaps ( what he never poſſeſſed ) 
a Fiſh, and ſuppoſe he take nothing, 
yet heenjoyeth a delightfull walk by 
pleaſant Rivers, in ſweer Paſtures, 
amonegft odoriferous Flowers, which 
gratifie his Senſes and delight his 
Mind; which Contentments induce 
many ( who afte& not Angling ) to 
chooſe thoſe places of pleaſure for 
their Summers Recreation and 
Health. I 

But peradventute ſome may al- 
ledge 


TO THE 
READER. 


Elight and Pleaſure are ſo faſt 

D Rivetced and firmly Rooted 
in the Heart of Man, that I 

ſuppoſe there is none ſo moroſe or 
melancholy , that will not only pre- 
tend to, but plead for an intereſt in 
the ſame , moſt being ſo much ena- 
moured therewith , that they judge 
that life but a living death, which is 
wholly deprived or abridged of all 
Pleaſure z and many purſue the ſame 
with ſo much eagerneſs and impor- 
tunity, ( as though they had been 
born for no other end ) as that they 
not onely conſume their moſt pre> 
cious time, but alſo totally raine 
their Eſtates thereby : for in this 
looſe and licentious Age, when pra- 
fuſe Prodigality paſſes for the Cha» 
raceriſtical mark of true Generofi- 
ty;zand Frugality ( I mean not Nig- 
gardlineſs ) is branded with the ig- 
A3 nominiQus 


To the Reader. 


nominious blot of Baſeneſs, I expe& 
not that this uadervalued Subje& 
k ( though it propound delighr at an 
- ealicrate) will meet with any other 
Encereainment than Negle& , if nge 
Contempt, it being an Art which 
few take picaſure in, nothing patiing 
for noble or delightful which is not 
coſtly; as though men could not 
gratifie their Senſes, but with the 
conſumption of cheir Fortunes. 
Hawking and Hunting have had 
their Excellencies celebrated with 
large Encomiunms by divers Pens ; 
and although I intend not any un- 
dervaluing to thoſe nob'e Recrea- 
tions, ſo much famed in all Ages and 
ty All degrees, yet I muit needs af- 
firm, that they fall noc w:thin che 
- compaſs of every ones ability to 
purſue, being, as ict were, ouely en- 
tailed on great perſons and vatt E- 
ftates ; for if meaner Fortunes ſeek 
ro enjoy them, AZeon's Fable often 
proves a true ſtory, and thoſe Birds 
of Prey not ſeldom quarry a#pon 
their 
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thing,I know no ſort of men leſs ſub- 
z:z& ro Melancholy than Anglers; 
many have caſt off other Recreations 
and embraced it, but I never knew 
any Angler wholly caſt off ( though 
occaſions might interrupt ) cheir af 
fect.ons to their beloved Recreatie 
on; and if this are way prove a Np- 
ble,brave reſt tomy mind, 'ris all the 
ſatisfaQion I cover, 

I have one Requeſt for my ſelf; 
which 1s, that thou apply not what is 
fpoken concerning clear and ſwife 
Rivers, toſlow or more dark co- 


; loured waters , nor the contrary? 


and if ſome paſſages do appear at firlt 
view as if conrradicory , read them 
again , and take them in their moſt 
moderate and reconcileable ſenſe, 
but force them not to claſh by thy 
Interpreration, which of themſelves 


| ivend it nots propoſing only (from 


diſſerent grounds and reaſons Jto a 
further diſcoverv , wake partzcular 
inſtances and dedudgions from gene» 
ral Rules : Bet withal remember that 
every 


To the Readey. 


every general admits of particular 
exceptions, and ſo thou haſt my full 
ſcope and mind. To write ſoas to be 
plainly underſtood by every dull ca- 
Pacity, were to proſtitute this plea- 
ſant Art, and render it contemptible; 
I defire chiefly to ſpeak, ſoas togive 
Ingenuity liberty and ſcope to exer- 
ciſe it ſelf;and alſo to provoke others 


to corre Errors, and out of their ' 


own experience to ſupply defeds, 
and thereby make this delightful Art 
comp!ere and perfe&, which would 
be very great content and ſatiſfaQion 
to thy well-wiſhing Friend. 


Robert Venables, 


N 


(8, 
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To the Reader, 


ledge that this art is mean, melan- 
choly, and infipid : I ſuppoſe the 
old Anſwer, De guſtibus non eff diſpu- 
tendum , will hold as firmly in Re- 
creations as Palatsz many have ſup- 
poſed Yngling void of delight, ha- 
ving never tried it, yet have after- 
wards experimented it ſo full of con- 
inc, that they have quitted al] other 
Recreation, ( at leaſt in ics ſeaſon) 
to purſue it, and I do perſwade my 
ſelf, that whoſoever ſhall aſſociate 
bimſelf with ſome honeſt, expert Ax- 
gler , who will freely and candidly 
communicate his skill unto him , will 
in ſhort time be convinced, that Ars 
ny habet inimicum niſi ignorantem ; 
and the more any experiment Its 
harmleſs delight, C not ſubject to 
paſſion or expence ) probably he 
will be induc'd to relinquiſh thoſe 
pleaſures which are obnoxious to 
choler or contention ( which ſo diſ- 
compoſe the thoughts, that nothing 


during that unſettlement can reliſh 


or delight the Mind ) to purſue that 
Recre- 


To the Reader. 
Recreation which compoſeth the 
Sou] to that calmneſs and ſerenity, 
which gives a man the fulleſt poſſeſ- 
ſion and fruition of -himſelf and all 
his enjoymenesz this clearneſs and 
Equanimiry of Spirit being a matter 
of ſo high a concern and value in the 
judgments of many profound Phi- 
loſophers, as any one may ſee that 
will beſtow the pains to read Sexeca, 
De tranquillitate animi,and Petrarch, 
De utriuſque conditionis ſlatu: Cer- 
tain'y he that lives $7hi & Deo, leads 
the moſt happy life ; and if this Art 
do not diſpoſe and incline the Mind 
of man to a quiet caim ſedatenefſs,| 
am confident it dothnort ( as many 
other delights) caſt blocks and rub; 
before him to wake his way more 
difficult and leſs pleaſant. The cheap- 
nefs of che Recreation abates nor its 
pleaſure , bur with rational perſons 
heightens it, and if it be delightful 
the charge of melancholy falls upon 
that ſcore, and if Example ( which 


is the 'beſt proof )- way ſway an . 


thing, 


1 | 


| TO HIS 
hagenious Friend the AUTHO R, 

ONHIS 
ANGLING Iiprov® 

Honoured Sſr, 

Hough I never (tomy knowkdg) 
had the happineſs to ſee your Face, 
i actidentath coming to a view of this 
Diſcou rſe before it went tothe Preſs, I beld 
m) elf obliged in point of gratitude for the 
great advantage I received thereby toten- 
der you my particular acknowledgment, = 
tþecially baving been for thirty years pas, 
not only a Lover but a prafliſer of that 
Imocent Recreation, wherein by your judt- 
ciows Precepts [ find my ſelf fitted for a 
Higher Form ; which expreſſion I take 
the boldne(s to uſe,becauſe Thave read and 


pradiifed 
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prafiiſed by many Books of this kind, far. 
merly made publick;from which(although 
Treceived muchadvantagein the pradlick) 
yet(without prejudice to their worthy An- 
thors ) I could never findin them that 
height of Judgment and Reaſon, abich 
you have manifeſted in this (as Imay call 
#)Epirome of Angling,fince my reading 
whereof I cannot look u upon ſome Notes o 
my cnn gathering,but. methinks I dx pue- 
rilia traftare. But ft [bould be thought 
to go about to magnifie my own Fudgment, 
in giving yours ſo ſmall a portion of is 
due, T humbly take leave with no more 
ambition than to kiſs your - hand, and ty 
be accounted \ 


Your humble and 
* thankfalServant, - 


4. W 


To the Author of the Experienc'd | Angler, 
By a Brother of the Angle. 


D's Fiſh, What have you done? y ave half undon's, 


The- ART OF ANGLING to diſcloſe ar once, 
By Publiſhing this Book : What? you a Lever 
Of the ſaid ART), and yer ſo much diſcover ? 
I cant but ſnap at you ; Why, this fame Book 
Teacheth to ftrey all Fiſhby Yook oz Trook. 
Your plain Dire&ions when men underſtand, 
No Fiſh above ground can eſcape their Hand ; 
For thereby Pike, Carp, Tench, Pearch, Gudgeon, trowt, 
Etc. may bave a toral rout- 
Pray tell's the reaſon, *Tmuſt be no ſmall matter 
That makes you ftriveof them to clear the water. 
You'r no Recuſant, ſure; if y*are, you'd ftrive 
More to preſerve, and keeptheirRacealive; , 
Yeur Book foreſhews, and makes it evident 
That, /n few years, we cannot keep « Lent. 
Bur yet, Sir, Twas well done, therein to put 
To every of theſe Fi/b, ſo fair a Cuts 
That ſo when we o'th Fiſh deprived ares _ 
The Cuts remain to ſhew what Shape they were 
Pardon, Sir, theſe confuſed Kineg of mine; 
Intoo much haft, I've caſt in every Line: 
I could not draw 'em ſmooth; For who could ftay 
Seeing Fiſh going all ſoplum away ; 
For I muft ſay, To catch Fiſh and ts cheat'em, 
Find who can ſurer wpyes. and troth Ple eat 'em. 


T. B. 
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OR 
Angling Improv'd, 

; Part. III. I 
CHAP, I. 


When to provide Tools, and how to 


make them. 


JO R theattaining ofſuch Ends 
D which our Deſires purpoſe to The In- 
themſclves, of neceſſity we 7. 
muſt make uſe of ſuch com- , 
mon Mediums, as have a Na- enſuing 
tural Tendency to the producing of Dif 
ſuch Effects, as are in our Eye, and at courſe. 
which we aim 3 and - in any work, it 
| one 


The 
rime to 
provide 
Stocks 
and 
Tops 
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one principal Material ' be wanting, the 
whole isat a ſtand, neither can the ſame 
be perfedted :/ So in Angling ,- the end 
being. Recreation , which conliſteth in 
drawing the Fiſh to bite,that we may take 
them ; .if you want Tools though you 
have Baits, or Baits though you have 
Tackle,yet you have no part of pleaſure by 
either of theſe fingly.: Nay, if you have 
both, yet want skill to afe them, all the 
reſt is to little purpoſe. I ſhall therefore 
firſt begin with your Tools, and ſo pro- 
ceed in order with the reſt. 

I. In Autumn, when the Leaves are 
almoſt oraltogether fallen ( which is u- 
ſually about the Winter Solſtice) the Sap 
being then in the Root, which about the 
middle of Fanuary beginneth to aſcend a- 

ain, and then the time is paſt to provide 
your felves with Stocks or Tops :. you 
need not be fo exacly curious for your 
Stocks, as the Tops;though I wiſh you to 
chooſe the neateſt Taper-ground you can 
for Stocks, but let your Tops be the moſt 
neat Ruſh-ground ſhoots you can get, 
ſtreight and ſmoothzand(if for the ground- 
rod ) near, or. full two Yards long ( the 
reaſon for that length ſhall be given pre- 
ſently ) and if for the Flie,of what length 
you pleaſe, becauſe you muſt either _ 
them 
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them to fit the Stock, or the Stock to fit 
them in a moſt exact proportion; neither 
do they need to be fo very much Taper- 
ground as thoſe for the ground, for if your 
Rod be not moſt exactly proportionable; 
( as well as ſlender ) it will neither cafe 
well, ſtrike readily,nor ply and bend equal- 
ly, which will very much endanger your 
Line, When you have fitted your (elf 
with Tops, and Stocks ( for all muſt be 
gathered in one ſeaſon ) if any of them be 
crooked, bind them all together,and they 
will keep one another ſtraight 3 or lay 
them on ſome even boarded floor, with 2 
Weight on the crooked parts, or elſe bind 
them cloſe to ſome ſtraight fiaff or pole 
but before you do this, you mult breath 
them all, ſave the very top, in a gentle 
fire. 


For the ground-Angle,l prefer the Cane The uſe 
or Reed before all other, both for its of the 


length and lightneſs > and whereas ſome 


obje& againſt its colour and ſtiffneſs ; I 
anſwer, both theſe inconveniencies are ea= 
lily remedied, the colour by covering it 
with thin Leather or Parchment,and thoſe 
dyed into what colour you pleaſe, or you 
may colour the Cane it ſelf, as you ſee 
dayly done by thoſe that (ell them in Lox- 
dou, eſpecially if you ſcrape off the ſhi 

B 2 ning 


eed or 


ane. 
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ning yellow out-ſide, but that weakneth 
the Rod, the Riffneſs ofthe Cane is help- 
ed by the length and ſtrength of the top, 
which I would wiſh to be very much ta- 
per-grown, and of the full length I ſpoke 
of before, and fo it will kill a very good 
Fiſh without ever firaining the Cane, 
which will ( as you may obſerve) yield 
and bend a little 3 neither would I adviſe 
any to uſe a Reed that will not receive a 
Top of the fore-mentioned length. Such 
who moſt commend the Hazel rod(which 
I alſo value and praiſe, but for different 
reaſons ) above the Cane, do it becauſe, 
fay they, the ſlender Rod faveth the Line; 
but my opinion is, that the equal bending 
of the Rod chiefly ( next to theskill of 
the Angler ) faveth the Line, and the 
flenderneſs, I conceive, principally ſerveth 
to make the Flie-rod long and light, eafie 
to be managed with one hand, and caſteth 
the Flie far, which are ts me the conſide- 
rations chiefly to be regarded in a Flic- 
rod ; for if you obſerve, the ſlender part 


of the Rod ( if ſtrained ) ſhoots forth in: 


length as if it were part of the Line,fo that 
the whole ſtreſs or ſtrength of the Fiſh is 
born or ſuſtained by the thicker part of 
the Rod, which is no ſtronger than the 


ſtronger end of ſuch a Top as I did be- 
| fore 
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fore dire& for the ground-rod : and you 
may prove what I ſay to be true, if you 
hang a Weight at the top of your Flie-rod, 
which you ſhall ſee ply and bend (in the 
ſtiffand thick part ) more or leſs as the 
Weight is heavy or light. Having made 
this digrefſion for the Cane,I return to the 
making up of the top, of which at the up- 
per or ſmall end I would have you to cut 
off about two foot or three quarters of a 
yard at moſt,and then piece neatly to the 
thick remaining part, a ſmall ſhoot of 
Black-thorn or Crab tree ( gathered in 
the ſeaſon as before ) fitted in a moſt ex- 
a& proportion to the ſtrength of theHazel, 
and then cut off a ſmall part of the ſlender 
end of the Black-thorn or Crab-tree, and 
lengthen out the ame with a ſmall piece 
of Whalebone, made round, ſmooth and 
taper,all which will make your Rod to be 
very long, gentle, and not fo apt to break 
or ſtand bent as the Hazel, both which are 
great inconveniences, eſpecially breaking, 
which will force you from your ſport to 
amend your top, 

But when you make a Rod to Angle 
for the Roach, you muſi not make the top 
ſo tender and gentle,as I have juſt before 
preſcribed for the Flie, but you muſt either 
omit the Whalebone,or make it very ſtiff, 
B 3 that 
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that fo your Rod may exa@ly anſwer the 
motion of your hand,for the Roach being 


a Fiſh that only. nibbleth, if you ſtrike him * | 


not juſt in that very moment of his nib- 
bling you will miſs him,and a very tender 
top will fold and bend a little with a ſud- 
dain jerk 3 I know the Roach will ſome- 
times bite ſurely , but that is ſeldom,and 
uſually a large one. ; 

2. To teach the way or manner how to 
make a Line, were time loſt, ir being fo 
ealie and ordinary; yet to make the Line 
well, handſome, and to twilt the hair even 
and neat , makes the Line ſirong : For if 
one hair be long and another ſhort , the 
ſhort one receiveth no ſtrength from the 
long one,and ſo breaketh,and then the o- 
ther( as too weak ) breakethalſo. There- 
fore you muli twiſt them flowly,and in the 
twiſting , keep them from entangling to- 
gether,which hindreth their right pleiting 
or bedding, Alſo I do not like the mixing 
of ſilk or thred with hair,but if you pleaſe 
you may (to make the Line ſtrong) make 
itall of filk or thred, or hair, as ſirong as 
you pleaſe, and the loweſt part of the ſmal- 
leſt Lute or Viol ſtrings, which I have 
proved to be very ſtrong, but will quickly 
rot inthe water,but you may help that in 
having newand ſtrong to change the rot- 
ten 
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ten ones z but as to hair ( the moſi uſual 
matter whereof Lines are made ) I like 
ſorrel , white , and gray beſt z, ſorrel in 
muddy and boggy Rivers, both the other 
for clear waters: I never could find ſuch 
vertue or worth in other colours, to give 
them ſo high praiſe as ſome do,yet if any 
other have worth in it, I muſt yield it to 
the pale watry green, and if you fancy that 
you may dye it thus; Takea pottle of 
Allom-water , a large handful of Mari- 
golds, boyl them untila yellow ſcum ariſe, 
thea take half a pound of greenCopperas, 
and as much Verdigreece, beat them into 
a fine powder, put thoſe with the hair into 
the Allom-water,ſet all to cool for twelve 
_ then take out the hair and lay it to 
ry. 
_ In making your Lines you muſt put a 
difference betwixt one for the ground- 
Angle, and a Line for the Flic-Rod, your 
Line for the artificial Flie may be ſtronger 
than the ground-Line for the Trout, you 
may alſoin making a Line for the artift- 
cial Flie, much help your ſelf to.-caft it 
well, for if you make the uppermoſt link 


twelve or twenty hairs ſirong,and one or 


two hairs leſs in the next link,and fo abate 
to that proportion in every link,untill you 
come to the Flie it (elf:althoagh you want 
B 4 a very 
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a very ſlender, gentlc,and light Rod; or 
in caſe you be a Learner and no accurate 
Artiſt in caſting the Flie,yet by this means 
a very bungler will caft a Flie well 3 *you 
may alſo this way uſe a very long Rod of 
{ix or ſeven yards to manage with both 
hands, unto which accuſtoming your ſelf, 
you will in time angle as dextrouſly with 
ſuch a Rod, as if you hada very light one 
to uſe with one hand , and if you faſten 
your Hook, and cannot come to looſen it, 
you need not fear loſing above a jerk or 
two at moſi{ though you pull to break it) 
in regard the Line is fo ſtrong at the upper 
end. Leavea bought or bout at both ends 


of the Line, the one to put it to, and take 


it from your RodzThe other to hang your 
loweſt link upon, to'which your hook is 
faſtned, and fo you may change your hook 
fo often as you pleaſe. 

3, Let your hooks be long in the ſhank, 
and ofa compaſs ſomewhat inclining to 
roundneſs , but the point muſt ſtand even 
and fireight , and the bending mutt be in 
the ſhank, for if the ſhank be ſtreight, the 
point will hang outward,though when ſet 
on it ſtand right, yet it will after the ta- 
king of a few Fiſh, cauſe the hair at the 
end of the ſhank to ſtand bent,and ſo (by 
conſequence } the point of the __ to 

| ang 
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hang direQly upwards. When you ſet on 
your hook, do it with ſtrong but ſmall lk, 
and lay your hair upon the infide of the 
hooh.for if on the outſide the filk will cur 
and fret it aſunder, and to avoid the fret- 
ting of the hair by the hook on the inſide, 
ſmooth all your hook upon a Whetſtone, 
from the infide to the back of the hook 
ſlope-ways. 

4, Get the beſt Cork you can without 
flaws or holes ( Quills and Pens are not 
able to bear the ſtrong ſtreams) bore the 
Cork through with a ſmall hot Iron, then 
put it into a Quill ofa tit proportion, nei- 
ther too large to ſplit it, or ſo ſmall toſlip 
out,but ſo as it may ſtick in very clolcly: 
then pare your Cork into the formof a 
Pyramide, or a ſmall Pear, and into what 
bigneſs you pleaſe, then upon a ſmall 
Grinditone, or with a Pumice make it 
complete, for you cannot pare it ſo ſmooth 
as you may grind it , have Corks of all 
tizes. 


Ma 


The 
flore, 


5. Get a Muſquet or Carbine Bullet , To try 


the 
make a hole through it , and put it ina S=5 of 


ſtrong twiſt, hang this on your hook to try 
the depth of the River or Pond. 


6. Take fo much Parchment as will be To carry 


about four Inches broad, and five long, your 


make the longer end round, then take fo 


one or 
artifici- 


many al Flies, 


Worms, 


* 
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many pieces moreas will make five or fix 
partitions, ſow them all together, keaving 
the ſide of the longer ſquare open, to put 
your Lines, ſpare links , hooks ready faſt- 
ned, and Flies ready made,into the ſeveral 
partitions 3 this will contain much ( lie 
flat and cloſe in your Pocket ) in a little 
TOOmM. 

To ſhar: +, Have alſo a little Whetſtone about 

pon_ two Inches long,and one quarter ſquare 

:s dulled 1t5 much better toſharpen your hooks than 
a Flie, which either will not touch a well- 
tempered hook or leave it rough but not 
ſharp. 

To car 8. Have a piece of a Cane for the Bob 

ry Baits and Palmer, with ſeveral Boxes of divers 

and o- fizes for your Hooks, Corks, Silk, Thred, 

ther ne- Lead, Flics, #c. 

ceſſaries, , Bags of Linnen and Woollen for all 

* ſorts of Baits. | 

BE 10. Have a ſmall Pole , made with a 

Cadbair. 100p at the end , like that of your Line, 

Toland but much bigger,to which muſt be faſtned 

great fiſh a mall Net to land great Fiſh, without 

wen which (if you want afliſtance) you will 

CS an be in danger to loſe them : or which is 

aſſiſtant. better, much lighter, and leſs troubleſom, 

get a very Jarge hook called a landing 
hook, with a ſcrew at the end, to ſcrew it 
into a ſocket fixed at the end of a pole,to 


= 


ſtrike 
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ſtrike into the mouth ' or any part of the 
fiſh,and ſo draw them to land : you- may 
alſo fit to the ſame ſocket and pole two o- 


ther hooks, one ſharp to cut weeds away, 
the other to pull out wood. 


11, Your Pannier cannot be too light : Your 


I have ſeen ſome made of Ofiers cleft in- 
to flender,long ſplinters, and ſo wrought 
up,which is very neat and exceeding lights 
you muſt ever carry with you ttore of 
Hooks, Lines, Hair, Silk, Thred, Lead, 
Links, Corks of all tizes, Jeſt if you loſe or 
break (as is uſual) any of them, you be 


forced to leave your ſport, and return for 
ſupplies. | 


—_ 
— 


CHAP, II 
Divers ſorts of Angling: firſ,of the Fly, 


A® there are many kinds and forts 
k of Filh,fo thereare alſo variousand 
different ways to take then 3 and there- 
fore before we proceed: to ſpeak how to 
take each kind, we muſt ſay ſomething in 
general of the ſeveral ways of Angling, as 
neceſſary to the better order of our work. 


Angling therefore may be diſtinguiſhed geyera} 
either into tiſhing by day, or (which ſome ways of 
commend Avglings 


The Erperſenc'd Angler: Part. 111. 


commend, but the Cold and Dews cauſed 
me to difreliſh that which impaired my 
health) by night 3 and theſe again are of 
two forts,cither upon the ſuperficies of the 
water, Or moreor leſs under the ſurface 
thereof : of this ſort is angling with the 

round-Line, ( with lead, but no flote ) 

or the Troxt, or with lead and flote for all 
forts of filh or near the ſurface of the wa- 
ter for Chub, Roach,&fc. or with a Trowle 
for the Pike, or a Minnow for the Trout 
of which more in due place. 

That way of angling upon or above the 
water, is with Cankers, Palmers, Caterpil- 
lers, Cadbait,or any worm bred on herbs 
or trees 3 or with Flies natural or artih- 
cial 3 of theſe laſt ( viz. Flies ) ſhall be 
our firſt diſcourſe, as compriſing much of 
the other laſt named,and as being the moſ 
pleaſant and delightful part of angling. 

But I mult here take leave to diſſent trom 
the opinion of ſuch who aſſign a certain Fly 
to each month, whereas I am certain, ſcarce 
any one fort of fly doth continue its colour 
and vertue one month 3 and generally all 
Flies laſt a much ſhorter time, except the 
fione-fly ( which ſome call the May-fly ) 
which is bred of the water-cricket, which 
creepeth out of theRiver, and gets under 
the ones by the water-fide , and there 

| turneth 
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turneth to a Flie, and lieth under the 

ſtones 3 the May-flie, and the reddiſh Flie 

with aſhy-gray wings. Belides, the ſea- 

fon of the year may much vary the time 

of their coming in, a forward Spri 

bringeth them in ſooner,, and a late Sprin 

the later : For Flies being creatures bred 

of putrefacion, do take life as the heat 

doth further or diſpoſe the ſeminal vertue 

( by which they are generated ) unto a- 

nimation : and therefore all I can fay as 

to time, is, that your own obſervation 

muſt be your beſt Inftrutor when is the 

time that each Flie cometh in and will 

be moſt acceptable to the Fiſh, of which 

I ſhall ſpeak more fully in the nextSectionz 

further alſo 1 have obſerved that ſe- 

veral Rivers and Soils produce ſeveral 

ſorts of Flies, as the moſſy, boggy Soils 

have one ſort peculiar to them 3 the Clay- 

ſoil, gravelly and mountainous Country 

and Rivers, and a mellow, light ſoil, dif- 

ferent from them all; yet ſome ſorts 

are common to all theſe ſorts of Rivers 

and Soils, but they are few, and alſo dif- Wh 

fer ſomewhat in colour frcm thoſe bred in Fiſh " 

another Soil. beſt at 
In general , all forts of Flies are very the Flies 

good in their ſeaſon , for ſuch Fiſh as 9th na- 

will riſe at the Flie, as Salmon, Tromt, _ mk 

Umber, ficial. 


When 
Fiſh 
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Umber,Grayling, Bleak, Chevin, Roach, 
Dace, &c. Though ſome of theſe fiſh do 
love ſome Flies better than other 3 except 
the Fiſh named, I know not any ſort or 
kind that will (ordinarily and freely) riſe 
at the-Flie, though I know alſo ſome do 
Angle for Bream and Pike with artificial 
Flies, but I judg the labour. loſt, and the 
knowledgea needleſs curiofity 3 thoſe Fiſh 
being taken much ealier ( eſpecially che 
Pike )) by other ways : All the foremen- 
tioned ſorts of Fiſh will ſometimes take 
the Flie much better at the top of the wa- 
ter, and at another time much better a lit- 
tle under the ſuperticies of the water, and 
in this your own obſervation muſt be your 
conſtant and daily Infiructor ( for if they 
will not riſe to the top, try them under ) 
it not being poſſible ( in my opinion) to 
give any certain rule in this particular: al- 
ſo the five ſorts of Fiſh firſt named will 
tzke the artificial Flie,ſo will not the other, 
except an Oakworm or Cadbait be put on 
the point of the hook, or ſome other 
Worm ſuitable (as the Flie muſi be) to the 
ſeaſon. 

You may alſo obſerve (which my own 
experience taught me) that the Fiſh never 


moſt co- rife eagerly and freely at any ſort of Flie, 


vert ſuc 
ſorrof 
flie. 


untill that kind come to the waters fidesfor 
though 
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though I have often at the firſt coming in 
of ſome Flics ( which I judged they lo- 
ved beſt ) gotten ſeveral of them, yet I 
could never find that they did much C if 
at all) value them, until thoſe forts of 
Flies began to flock to the Rivers ſides, 
and were to be found on the Trees and 
Buſhes there in great numbers 3 for all 

forts of Flies (where ever bred) doafter 

a certain time come to the River's banks, 

(1 ſuppoſe to moiften their bodies dried 
with the heat ) and from the buſhes and 

herbs there, skip and play upon the water, 

(where the Fiſh lie in wait for them) and 

after a ſhort tine die, and are not to be 

found 3 though oF fome kinds there come 
a ſecond ſort afterwards, but much leſs, as 

the Orange Fliezand when they thus flock 

to the River, then is the chiefeſt ſeaſon to 

angle with that Flie : And that you may 

the better tind what Flic they covet moſt 

at that inftant, do thus : 


When you come firſt to the River in How to 
the morning, with your Rod beat upon find 
the buſhes or boughs which hang overthe p10 .. 
water,and by their falling upon the water, gq at 
you will ſee what forts of Flies are there in thar in- 


greateſt numbers ; if divers forts and e- ſtant 


qual in number, try them all,and you will 72 
quickly tind which they moli defixe.Some- 
times 


deſires 
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times they change their Flie ( but its not 
very uſual ) twice or thrice in one day; || 
but ordinarily they ſeek not for another | 
ſort of Flie, till they have for ſome days e- || * 
ven glutted themſelves with a former kind, | * 
which is commonly when thoſe Flies die | ' 
and go out. Direaly contrary to our Lon- | * 
don Gallants, who muſt have the tirſt of 
every thing, when hardly to be got, but Þ * 
ſcorn the ſame when kindly ripe, healthful, Þ * 
common,and cheap : but the Fiſh deſpiſe | © 
the firſt, and covet when plenty,and when Þ ) 
that ſort grow old and decay, and another | Y 
cometh ay wp then they change 3 
as if Nature taught them, that every thing Þ * 
is beft in its own proper ſcaſon,and not fo Þ 
deſirable when not kindly ripe, or when | { 
through long continuance it beginneth to Þ ©! 
loſe its native worth and goodneſs. | th 
I ſhall add a few cautions and diredi- Þ © 
ons in the uſe of the natural Flic, and then 
proceed, 
Dire#i- 1, When you Angle for Chevin, Roach, 
onsin 3” Dace, with the Flie, you muſt not move F 


_ your Flie ſwiftly when you fee the Fiſh 


Flic. coming towards it, but rather after one Fr 
or two ſhort and {low removes, ſuffer the " 
Flic to glide gently with the ſtream to- | -- 
wards the Fiſh 3 or it in a ſtanding or ve- 8 
ry flow watcr, draw the Flie ſlowly, and 

not 
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( not dire&ly upon him, but ) floaping 
and fide-wiſe by him, which will make 
him more eager leſt it eſcape him; for 
it you move it nimbly and quick,they will 
not ( being fiſh of flow motion ) follow 
as the Trout will. 

2, When Chub, Roach, Dace, ſhew 
themſelves in a Sunſhiny-day upon the 
top of the water, they are moſt cafily 
caught with Baits proper for them 3 and 
you may chooſe from amongſt them which 
you pleaſe to take, 

3. They take an artificial flie with aCad- 
bait or Oakworm on the point of the Hook, 
and the Oakworms, when they ſhew them- 
ſclves,is better upon the water than under, 
or than the flie it ſelf, and more defired by 
them. 


LE — 


— 


CHAT IL 
Of the Artificial Flie. 


u T here I muſt premiſe, that it is gf the 
much better tolearn how to make a arrificial:. 
flic by fight, than by any Papcr-direQion Flie- 


can pothibly be expreſſed, in regard the 
Terms of Art do in moſt parts of Eng- 
land differ, and alſo ſeveral forts of flies 


are called by different names 3 ſome call 
C the 
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the flic bred of the Water-cricket or Cree. 
per, a May-flie , and fome a Stone-flie, 
ſome call the Cadbait-flie a May-flie, and 
ſome call a ſhort Flie of a ſad golden green 
colour, with ſhort brown wings, a May- 
flie : and I ſee no reaſon but all Flies bred 
in May, are properly enough called 
May-flies. Therctore except ſome one 
(that hath skill,)) would paint them,I can 
neither well give their names nor deſcribe 
them, without too much trouble and pro- 
lixity ; nor,as Ialledged, in regard of the 
variety of Soils and Rivers, deſcribe the 
Flies that are bred and frequent each : But 
the Angler (asI before directed) having 
found the Flie which the Fiſh at preſent at- 
fe&,let him make one as like it as poſſibly 
he can,in colour, ſhape,and proPortion:and 
for his better imitation let him lay the na- 
tural Flie before him. All this premiſed 
and conſidered, let him go on to inake his 
Flie, which according to my own practice 
I thus adviſe + 
Firſt, I begin to ſet on my Hook (pla- 


make the cing the hair on the inſide of its ſhank ) 


artifictal 


Flie ſe» 
veral 
W3aYSs 


with ſuch coloured Silk as I conceive molt 
proper for the Flie, beginning at the end 
of the hook,and when I come to that place 
which I conceive moſt proportionable for 
the Wings,then I place ſuch c_—_ 

thers 
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thers there, as I apprehend moſt reſemble 
the Wings of the Flic,and ſet the points of 
the wings towards the head, or elſe I run 
the feathers ( and thoſe muſt be ſiript 
from the Quill or Pen, with part of it {till 
cleaving to the feathers ) round the hook, 
and ſo make them faſt, if I turn the fea- 
thers round the hook, then I clip away 
thoſe that are upon the back of the hook, 
that ſo (if it be poſſible) the point of the 
hook may be forced by the feathers ( left 
on the inſide of the hook ) toſwim up- 
wards 3 and by this means I conceive the 
ſtream will carry your Flies wings in the 
poſture of one flying 3 whereas if you ſer 
the points of the wings backwards, to- 
wards the bending of the hook, the ſtream 
( if the feathers be gentle as they ought ) 
will fold the points of the wings in the 
bending, of the hook,as I have often found 
by experience : After have ct on the 
wing, I go on fo far as I judge fit, till I 
faſten all, and then begin to make the bo- 
dy, and the head laſt the body of the 
Flie I make feveral ways , if the Flie be 
one intire colour , then I take a Worſted 
thred, or Moccado'end, or twiſt wool or 
fur into a kind of thred, or wax a fmall 
ſlender (ilk thred, and lay wool, fur,&c: 
upon it, and then twiſt, and the materials 

C 2 will 
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will ſtick toit, and then go on to make 
my Flie ſmall or large, as I pleaſe. If the 

Flie ( as moſt are )) be of ſeveral colours, 
and thoſe running in circles round theFlie, 

then I cither take twoof theſe threds(faſt- 

ning them firſt towards the bent of the 
Hook ) and ſo run them round,and faſten 
all at the Wings, and then make the Head; 
or elſe T lay upon the Hook, wool, fur of 
Hare, Dog, Fox, Bear, Cow, Hog (which 
cloſe to their bodies have a fine fur ) and 
with a filk of the other colour bind the 
ſame wool or fur down, and then fafien 
all: Or inſtead of the ilk running thus 
round the Flie, you may pluck the feather 
from one {ide of thoſe long feathers which 
grow about a Cock orCapons neck or tail, 
C which ſome call Hack/e ) then run the 
ſame round your Flic, from head to tail, 
making both ends faſt ; but you' muſt be 
fure to ſute the feather anſwerable to the 
colour you are to imitate in the Flie ; and 
this way you may counterfeit thoſe rough 
Inſets ( which fome call Wool-beds, be- 
cauſe of their wool-like out-fide,and rings 
of divers colours.I take them to be Palmer 
Worms) which the Fiſh much delight in. 

Let me add this only, that ſome Flies have 


forked tails, and ſome have horns, both | 


which you mu imitate with a ſlender hair 
faſined 
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faſined to the head or tail of your Flie, 
when you firſt ſet on your Hook , and in 
all things, as length , colour, as like the 
natural Flie as you can poſſibly. The 
Head is made after all the reſt of the bo- 
dy , of filk or hair, as being of a more 
ſhining gloſſy colour, than the other 
materials, as uſually the head of the Flie 
is more bright than the body , and is u- 
ſually of a different colour from the 
body : Sometimes I make the body of 
the Flie with a Peacocky feather, but that 
is only one ſort of Flie, whoſe colour no- 
thing elſe that I could ever get would imi- 
tate , being the ſhort, ſad, golden, green, 
Flie I before mentioned,whichImake thus; 
Take one ſtrain of a Peacocks feather (or 
if that be not ſufficient,then another) wrap 
it about the hook, till the body be accord- 
ing to your mindiif your Flic be of divers 
colours , and thoſe lying long-ways from 
head to tail, then I take my Dubbing, and 
lay them on the hook long-waies one co- 
lour by another(as they are mixt in the na- 
tural Flie from head to tail) then bind 
all on, and make it faſt with fGlk of the 
moſt predominant colour; and this I con- 
ceive is a more artificial way than is pra- 
Qiſed by many Anglers, who uſe to make 
luch a Flie of one colour , and bind it 

C 3 on 
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on with filk, ſo that it looks like a Flie 
with round circles , but nothing at all re- 
ſembles the Flie it is intended for ; the 
head, borns, tail, are made as before. 
That you may the better counterfeit all 
ſorts of Flies, get furs of all ſorts and co- 
Jours, you can poſſibly procure;as of Bears 
hair, Foxes, Cows, Hogs, Dogs, who next 
their bodies have a fine ſoft hair or fur, 
Moccado ends, Crewels, and dyed wool 
of all colours, with feathers of Cocks,Ca- 
pons, Hens, Teals, Mallards, Widgeons, 
Pheaſants, Partridges, the feather under 
the Mallard, Teal, or Widgeons-wings, 
| and about their tails, about a Cock or Ca- 
pons neck and tail, of all colours; and ge- 
nerally of all Birds, Kite, Hickwall, &c. 
that you may make yours exactly of the 
colour with the natural Flic. And here I 
muſt give ſome cautions and directions,as 
for the natural Flie,and ſo paſs'on to Baits 
for angling at the ground.” I have obſer- 
ved that very many make their Flic ſuita- 
ble to the moſi Orient colour ye ſee in 
the natural Flie,which is uſually the back- 
part,and commonly it excelleth the belly 
in luſtre and ſplendor, and fo ye conceive 
ye imitate the Flie exactly, when it is no- 
thing ſo, becauſe the back-part is out of 
the tiſtics eye, and it ye fail of ſport as u- 
{ually 
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fually ye do, yeimpute it to the want of 
the right flie, when as ye have not truly 
imitated the right colour of the flie, which 
the Fiſh chiefly ſee and regard, viz, the 
belly of the flie : Therefore. 

I. In making the artificial flie , chiefly Dire&i- 
obſerve the belly of the Flie, for that co- —— 
lour the tiſh moſt take notice of, as being the are. 
moſt in their eye. ficial 

2. When you try how to fit your colour Flie. 
of the Flie, wet your Fur, Hair, Wool, or 
Moccado, otherwiſe you will fail in your 
work 3 for though when thoſe materials 
are dry, they exactly ſute the colour of 
the Flie yet the water will alter moſt co- 
lours, and make them either brighter or 
darker. 

3- Flies made for the Salmon are much 
better being made with four Wings, than 
if of two onely, and with fix better than 
them of four ; and if behind cach pair of 
wings you place a different colour tor the 
body of the flie, it i» much the better: and 
this in my judgment argueth that he 
loveth to have ſeveral flies on the hook at 
once, for the flic looketh as if it were di- 
vers flies together, Cautions 

1. When you angle with'the artificial _ he 
Aie,you muſt cither fiſh ia a River not ful- ,,*;*:.* 
ly cleared from fome rain lately fallen, a Flie, 
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that had diſcoloured it 3 or in a Mooriſh 
River diſcoloured by moſs or bogs ; or 
elſe in a dark,cloudy day, when a gentle 
gale of wind moves the water 3 but it the 
wind be high,yet ſo as you may guide your 
tools with advantage, they will riſe in the 
plain Deeps, and then and there you will 
commonly kill the beſt Fiſh; but it the 
wind be little or noneat all,you mult An- 
ele in the ſwift ſtreams. 

2, You mult keep your artificial flie 
in continual motion, though the day be 
dark, water muddy,and wind blow,or els 
the Fiſh will diſcern and refuſe it. 

3. If you Angle ina River that is mud- 
ded by rain, or paſſing through moſſes or 
bogs, you muſt uſe a larger bodied Flie 
than ordinary 3 which argues that in clear 
Rivers the Flie muſt be (ſmaller, and this 
not being obſerved by ſome, hindreth their 
ſport, and they 'impute their want of ſuc- 
cels to the want of the right Flie, when 
perhaps they have it , but made too 
__ 

Dire&i- ' 1, If the water be clear and low, 
 2P®® then uſea ſinall bodied Flie with lender 


irs co- 2. When the water beginneth to clear 
tours, after rain, and is of a browniſh colour, 
then a xed or Orange Flic. 


3. It 
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3. It the day be clear, then a light- 
coloured Flie, with ſlender body and 
wings. 

4- Indark weather as well as dark wa- 
ters, your Flie muſt be dark. 

5. If the water be of a Whey-colour 
or whitiſh, then uſea black or brown Flie: 
yet theſe five laſt Rules do not always 
hold, for there is no general but admits 
of particular exceptions, though uſual- 
ly incleareſt mountainous or hilly Rivers 
they do, or elſe I had altogether omitted 
them. 

6. When you Angle with an artificial 
Flie, your Line may be twice the length of 
your Rod,except the River be much cum- 
bred with wood and trees. 

7. For every fort of Flic have three,one 
ofa lighter colour,another {adder chan the 
natural Flic,and a third of the exact colour 
with the Flie, to ſute all waters and wea- 
thers as before. 

8. I could never find ( by any ex- 
perience of mine own or other mens 
obſervation ) that Fiſh would freely and 
eaperly riſe at the artificial Fie,in any flow 
muddy River * by muddy Rivers I mean 
ſuch Rivers, whoſe bottom or ground 
is ſlime or mud : for ſuch as are mud- 
ded by rain (as I have already, and _ 
after» 
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afterwards further ſhew _ at ſome times 
and ſeaſons I would chooſe to angle, yet 
in ſtanding Meers or Loughs I have known 
them ( ina good wind) to riſe very well, 
but not ſo in ſlimy Rivers, either Weever 
in Cheſhire , or Sow in Staffordſhire, &&c, 
and others in Warwick-ſhire , and Black- 
water in Ulſter; in the laſt, after many 
trials, 1 could never tind ( though in its 
beſt ſtreams ) almoſt any ſport, ſave at its 
influx into Lough Neaugh, but there the 


working of the Lough makes it ſandy ; Þ 


and they will bite alſo near Tome Shanes 
Caſtle, Mountjoy, Antrim, Oc. even to 
admiration 3 yet ſometimes they will riſe 
in that River a little, but not comparable 
ro what they will do in every little Lough, 
in any ſmall gale of wind: And though 
I have often reaſoned in my own thoughts 
to ſearch out the true cauſe of this, yet [ 
could never fo fully fatistie my own judg- 
ment, ſoas to conclude any thing poti- 
——_ A. tively; yet have taken up theſe two enſu- 
ures why 17g particulars as moſt probable. 
Fiſhriſe 1+ I did conceive the depth of the 
not well Loughs might hinder the force of the Sun- 
at the ar- beams from operating upon, or heating 
tificial ,- La 
Flie in {2e mud, which in thoſe Rivers(though 
Nimy Ri- deep, yer not ſo deep by much as the 


vers. Lovughs) Iapprehend it doth, becauſe in 
great 
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great droughts fiſh bite but little in any 
Rivers but nothing at all in ſlimy Rivers, 
in regard the mud is not cooled by the 
conſtant and ſwift motion of the River,as 
in gravelly or ſandy Rivers, where C in 
he ſeaſons ) they riſe moſt freely , and 
bite molt eagerly, ſave as before in 
droughts, notwithſtanding at that feaſon 
ſome {port may be had, (though not with 
the flie) whereas nothing at all will be 
done in muddy flow Rivers. 

2, My ſecond ſuppotition was, Whe- 
ther ( according to that old received 
Axiom , ſ#o queque ſimillima celo ) the 
hh might not partake of the nature of the 
River, in which they are bred and live, 
as we (ce in men born in fenny , boggy, 
low, moiſt grounds, and thick air, who 
ordinarily want that preſent quickneſs, vi- 
vacity and activity of body and mind, 
which perſons born in dry, hilly, ſandy 
Soils and clear Air, are uſually enducd 
withall: And ſo the tiſh participating of 
the nature of muddy Rivers, which are 
ever ſlow, ( for it they were ſwift , the 
ſtream would cleanſe them from all mud) 
are not ſo quick, lively, and active, as 
thoſe bred in ſwift, ſandy, or (tony Rivers, 
and ſo coming to the flie with more deli- 
beration, diſcern the ſame to he counter- 
fcit, 
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feit, and forſake it: whereas on the con- 
trary, in ſtony, ſandy, ſwift Rivers (being 
more cold,! the fiſh are more active, and 
ſo more hungry and eager, the ſtream and 
hand keeping the flie in continual mo- 
tion , they ſnap the ſame up, without any 
paule, leſt fo delirable a morſe] eſcape 
them. 

43. You muſt have a very quick eye, 
a nimble rod and hand.,and ſirike with the 
riling of the fiſh, or he conſtantly finds his 
miſtake, and putteth out the hook again; 
I could never( my cyc-light being weak) 
diſcern perfectly where my flie was, the 
wind and ſtream carrying it fo to and a- 
gain, that the Line was never any certain 
direGion or guide to me but it I faw 
any fiſh riſe,l uſe to ſtrike if 1 diſcern- 
cd it might be within the length of my 
Line. 

14. Be ſure in caſting that your Flic 
fall firſt into the water , it the Line fall 
firſt, it ſcareth the fiſh, therefore draw it 
back, and caſt again, that the flie may fall 
firſt,, When you Angle in flow Rivers or 
Rill places with the artificial flie, caſt your 
flie over croſs the River , and let it {ink a 
little in the water, and draw him gently 
back again, fo as you break not the water, 
or railc any circles or motion in the an 

an 


©!, Angling Impzov'd, 


and let the current of the River carry 
the flie gently down with the ſtream , 
and this way I have found the beſt ſport 
in low muddy Rivers with the artificial 
Flics 
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The beſt way to angle with the Cad- How to 


dis, is to fiſh with it onthe top of the wa- 
ter as you do with the fliez it muſt ftand 
upon the ſhank of the Hook, as doth the 
artificial flie ( if it come into the bent 
of the Hook, the Fifh will little,or not at 
all value it, nor if you. pull the blew gut 
out of it ) and to make it keep that place, 
you muſt, when you ſet on your Hook, 
faſten a Horſe-hair or two under the filk, 
with the ends fianding a very little our 
from under the filk,and pointing towards 
the Line, and this will keep it from fli- 
ding back into the bent ; and thus uſed ic 
is a moſt excellent Bait for a Trout. You 
may if you pleaſe place a ſmall flender 
Lead upon the ſhank of your Hook to fink 
the Bait where the River is not violencly 
ſwift,and draw the Cadbait over the Lead, 
you may make the head of black filk, 
and the body of yellow wax; this you 
multi be often raiting from the bettom, 

and fo let it ſink again. 
You may imitate the Cadbait, by ma- 
king the body of Shammy, the hea/ _ 
ilk 


Angle 
with the 
Cadbaite 
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flk. in a muddy water the Trout will not 
take the Cadbait, you muſt thereffe only 
uſe him in clear waters. 

I might here inſert ſeveral forts of flies, 
with the colours that are uſed to make 
them 3 but for the reaſons before given, 
that their colours alter in ſeveral Rivers 
and Soils, and alfo becauſe though I name 
the colours, yet its not eafie to choole that 
colour by any deſcription,cxcept fo large- 
Iy performed as would be over-large, and 
ſwell this (mall piece beyond my intended 
conciſeneſs 3 and I ſuppoſe the former di- 
reqions ( which are eafie and ſhort ) if 
rightly obſerved,are full enough and ſuf- 
cient for making and finding out all ſorts 
of flies in all Rivers. I ſhall only add, 
that the Salmon flies muſt be made with 
Wings ſtanding one behind the other , 
whether two or four; alſo he delights 
in the moſt gaudy and orient colours 
you can chooſe 3 the Wings I mean chiet- 
ly, if not altogether , with long tails F 
and wings 


{ Iwould wiſh might be a ſmall Bullet,the 


| alſo be lighter or heavier, as the fiream 


| your Lead upon the ſhank of the hook, it 


| your top. muſt be very gentle, that the 
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CHAP, IV. 
Of Angling at the Ground. 


OW wearecome to the ſecond fort Ground- 
of Angling (viz.) Under the wa- 38livg- 
ter, which if it be with the ground-Line 
for the Trout, then you muſt not uſe any 
flote at all, only a Plumb of Lead, which 


better to rowl on the ground 3 and it muſt 


runneth ſwift or ſlow, and you mult place 
it about nine inches or a foot from the 
Hook , the Lead muſt run upon the 
ground, and you muſt keep your Line as 
(treight as poſſible, yet by no means {o 
as toraiſe the Lead from the ground, but 
do not over-lead your Line by any means; 
and if you angle amongſt Weeds, place 


will not be ſoapt to intangle upon them : 


fiſh may more eaſily, and ( to himſelf ) 
inſenlibly run away with the Bait,and not 
be ſcared with the ſtiffneſs of the Rod 5 
and if you make your top of Blackthorn 
and Whalebone as I before direed, it 
will conduce much to this purpoſe : Nei- 
ther 
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ther muſt you firike ſo ſoon as you feel the 
fiſh bite, but ſlack your Line ( alittle ) 
that ſo he may more ſecurely ſwallow the 
Bait and hook himſelf,which he will ſome- 
times do, eſpecially it he be a good one; 
however the leaſt jerk hooks him, and in- 
deed you can ſcarce ſirike too ealily. Your 
Tackle muſt be very fine and flender, and 
ſo you will have more ſport than if you had 
ſtrong Lines (which tright che Fiſh) but 
the ſlender Line is cafily broke with a {mall 
jerk. If you uſe a Line much longer than 
your Rod, and fiſh with a Garden-worm 
without float or lead, drawing the fame up 
and down the ſtream as you do the Cad- 
bait, you will take more Troxts than with 
Lead, chicſly it the day be clear. The 
Morning and Evening are belt for the 
ground-Line for a Trozt in clear weather 
and water, but in cloudy weather or mud- 
9% water, you may Angle at ground all 
ay- 

Great Fiſh ( eſpecially Troxts ) feed 
moſi in the Night if it be dark, for they 
are very wary and circumſpe&t to avoid 
danger whilit they are gathering their 
food ( as generally all wild Creatures 
are) and know the times and ſeaſons moti 
he forthe to feed, and when they may 
moſt ſecurely range abroad, even as the 
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Buck when in ſeaſon and fat, lodgeth all 
day and grazeth in the Night, for the 
greater Trouts are moſt bold and eager in 
the darkeſt Nights, and then they bite not 
the next Day enſuing,except it prove dark 
and windy, and only then a little in the 
Afternoon. 
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2, You may alſo in the Night angle for Night 


the Trout with two great Garden-worms, 
hanging as equally in length as you can 
place them on your hook; caſt them from 
you as you would caſt the Flie 3 and draw 
them to you again upon the top of the wa- 
ter, and ſuffer them not tofink; there- 
fore you muſt uſe no Lead this way of An- 
pling: you may hear the Fiſh riſe, give 
ome time for him to gorge your Bait, as 
at the ground, then ſtrike gently. If he 
will not take them at the top, add ſome 
Lead,and try at the ground, as in the day- 
time. When you feel him bite, order your 
ſelf as in day angling at the ground : 
Uſually the bet Th” bite in the Night, 
and will rife in the till] Deeps, but not or- 
dinarily in the ſtream. Or you may uſe a 
black Snail, or with a little black Velvet 
may counterfeit one, this is an excellent 
way for a Trout in the Night,as the Snail 
is for a Chub alſo carly in the Morn- 


ing, 
D 3+ You 


Angling 
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Angling 3, You may angle alſo with a Menow 
_ the for the Trout,which you muſt put on your 
wk a hook thus; Firſt, put your hook through 
Menow, the very point of his lower Chap,and draw 
it quite through,then put yourhook in at 
his mouth, and bring the point to his tail, 
then draw your line ſtreight, and it will 
bring him into a round compals,and cloſe 
his mouth that no water get in, which you 
muſtavoid,or you may ſtitch up his mouth 
Or you may (when you ſet on your hook) 
faſten ſome briſtles under the filk, leaving 
the points above a ſtraws breadth and half, F 
or almoſi halfan inch ſtanding out towards | 
the line, which will keep him from ſlipping F 
back. You may alſo imitate the Mexow F 
as .well as the flie, but it mult be done by F 
an Artiſt with the Needle. 
The uſe You muſt alſo havea Swivel or Turn, | 
ofrhe placed about a yard or more from your 
Swivel. hookzyou need no Lead on your line, you 
muſt continually draw your bait up the Þ, 
ſtream near to the top of the water. 
If you If you firike a large Trowt, and ſhe ei- | 
— ther break hook or line, or get off, then 
how to NEar to her hold(if you can diſcover it )or 


take her the place you firuck her,fix a ſhort ſtick in 


afrer- 
wards. 


the water,and with yourKnife looſe a ſmall 
piece of the rind, ſo as you may lay your 


line in it,and yet the bark becloſe cnough 


to | 
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? þ tokeep your line in that it ſlip not out,nor 
r | the ſtream carry it away 5 bait your hook 
1 | with a Garden orLobworm(let your hook 
V | and line be very ſtrong) let the bait hang a 
t | foot from the {iick, then faſten the other 
» þ end of yourlineto ſome ſtick or bough in 
Il | the Bank , and within one hour you may 
e Þ be ſare of her if all your tackle hold. 
u} The next way of Angling is with a How to 
h ÞF Trowle for the Pike, which is very delights angle 
) Þ ful, you may buy your Trowle ready made, —_ 
S Þ therefore I ſhall not trouble my (elf to with _ 
ft; Þ deſcribe it,only let it have a winch to wind 77owle 
Is Þ it up withall. For this kind of Fiſh your and ſe- 
8 Þ tackle muſt be ſtrong, your Rod muſt not Y*ral 9 
W Þ be very ſlender at the top,where you muſt 
Jy Þplace a ſmall flender ring for your line to 
trunthrough, let your line be filk at leaſt 
n, FEtwo yards next the hook, and the reſt of 
ur Eſirong Shoomakers thred, your hook dou- 
ou Pble, & ſtrongly armed with wire for above 
he Þa foot, then with a probe or needle you 
— Fnuſtdraw the wire in at the fiſhes mouth 
El- Hand out at the tail, that ſo the hook may lie 
en Yn the mouth of the fiſh,and both the points 
or Þneither fide , upon the ſhank of the hook 
{IN Kiſten ſome lead very ſmooth, that it go 
all Vnto the fiſhes mouth and fink her with the 
Dur Bead downward, as though (he had been 
gh laying on the top of the water,and were 
0} D 2 returning 


WaY$e 
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returning to the bottom 3 your bait ma!) 
be ſmall Roch, Dace, Gudgeon, Loch, & 
a frog ſometimes: your hook thus baited» 
you muſt tie the tail of the fiſh cloſe and 


faſt to the wire,or elſe withdrawing to and | 


again the fiſh will xend off the hook, or 
which I judge neater, with a needle and 
ſtrong thred, ſtitch through the fiſh or 
either ſide the wire and tie it very faſt: 


all being thus fitted, caſt your fiſh up and 


down in ſuch places as you know Pikes fre- 


quent, obſerving ſtill that he ſink ſome 


depth before you pull him up again. Wherf 
the Pike cometh ( if it be not ſunk deep) 
you may ſee the water move, , at leaſt yaſ 
may feel him, then ſlack your line and gi 
him length enough to run away to hi 
hold , whither he will go dire&ly, and 
there pouch it,cver beginning(as you m 
obſerve ) with the head,ſwallowing thi 
firſt,thus let him lie untill you ſee the li 
move in the water,and then you may ce 
tainly conclude he hath pouched your bai 
& rangeth abroad for more,then with you 
trowl wind up your line till you think yc 
have it almoſt (treight, then with a ſm 
jerk hook him, and make your pleaſure 
your content. Some uſe no Rod at all,bi 
hold the line on links on their hand,ufi 
lead and float: others uſe a very gre 
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hook with the hook at the tail of the fiſh, 
and when the Pike cometh,then they ſtrike 
at the firſt pull ; others uſe to = a ſtrong 
ſtring or thred or at the mouth of the bait 


| and out at one of the gills, and ſo over the 


head and inat the other gill,and fo tye the 
bait to the hook, leaving a little length of 
the thred or ſtring betwixt the fiſh and 
the hook 3 that ſo the Pike may turn the 


| head of the bait the better to ſwallow it, 
*F and thenas before, after ſome pauſe frike. 


Some ule totye the bait-hook and line to 


| 2 bladder or bundle of flags or bul-ruſhes, 
| faſtening the line very gently in the cleft of 
{ a ſmall ſtick, to hold the bait from ſink- 
| ing more than ( its allowed length Jhalt a 


yard, and the ſtick muſt be faſtened to the 
bladder or flags , to which the line being 
tyed that it might eaſily unfold and run to 
its length, and ſo give theP:ke liberty ta 
run away with the bait, and by the blad- 
der or flags recover their line again. You 
muſt obſerve this way toturn off your bait 
with the wind or ſtream, that they may 
carry it away, or ſome uſe(for more ſport, 
if the Pike be a great one )to tye the ſame 
to the foot of a gooſe, which the Pike ( if 
large) will ſometimes pull under the wa- 
cr. 

When you fiſh for the Pike at Snap,you 
D 3 muſt 
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muſt give him leave torun a little, then 
ſtrike, but be ſure fixike the contrary way to 
that which he runneth : a double ſpring 
hook I conceive principally,if not only uſe- 
ful in this way of angling,and much to be 
preferred before all other hooks 3 for the 
Pike will uſually hold the bait fo faſt in his 
teeth that you may fajlto pull it out of his 
mouth, and alſo ſtrike him; whereas with 
a ſpring hook, though he hold it never {o 
faſt, the wire will draw through the bait, 
and fo the ſpring will open, and you will 
very frequently hook him on the outlide of 
his mouth. I am opinionated. that angling 
withthe Trowle is a ſurer, at leaſt a more 
eaſie way for a learner to practiſe ( who 
wants an inſtructer)than the Snap) beſide, 
I judge the ſnap chiefly uſcful to take a 
Pike, which often pricking with the 
Trowle hath made wary and cunning(for 
one that hath not been ſcared, will ſwallow 
your bait boldly ) ſuch a one is beſt taken 
at Snap : this way of angling put on your 
bait thus, make a hole with the point of 


your hook or probe in the fiſhes fide as | 


near the middleas you can, put in your 


armed wire,and draw it out at the mouth, | 


and with a needle and thred few up the 
hſhes mouth. Others uſe the probe to 


draw the arming wire under the skin only | 


(not 
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(not the ribs by any means )and out at the 
bone behind che gills,then again under the 
gills, and out at the mouth 3 this latter 
way I approve as much the better;becauſe 
there is only the skin to hinder the draw- 
ing and piercing of the hook, whereas the 
former wayzif the Pike hold faſt (as com- 
monly he doth)all the fleth on the outfide 
of the fiſh will be drawn. into a heap or 
lump fo thick, that the hook (except very 
large )can hardly reach through it to pierce 
the Pikes chaps. 

I. After he hath taken your bait, if h 
move ſlowly, and make no ſtop, give hi 
time,and you will ſeldom miſs him. 

2, Or if he lie till after he hath taken 
the bait(as ſomtimes he will )gently move 


| your hand to try which way his head licth 


if you cannot diſcover that, then ſtrike di- 
rely upwards, otherwiſe we may(inſtead 


{ ofhooking him) pluck the bait out of his 


mouth, 
3. If he take it upon the top of the wa- 
ter and lie ſtill, you ſee which way his head 


| lieth and may order your (elf accordingly. 


4. Obſerve that at the Snap your tackle 


{ muſt be much ſtronger than for the Trowl, 


in regard you mult ſtrike much more 

forcibly. 
S- At ſnap you muſt give two luſty 
D jerks 


el 
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jerks one after the other, and be ſure you 
ever ſtrike contrary to the way his head ly» 
eth,leſt you pull the bait from him only. 

6. Faſten your ſwivel to the end of your 
Line, and hook your armed wire upon the 
ſwivel, 

7. For the Snap, caſt a piece of lead 
hollow and fo wide as to go over the wire, 
and theend of the hook which you draw 
within the Fiſhes mouth, let it lie there 
toſink his head downward , make it fo 
rough that it ſlip not out, or ſew up the 
hſhes mouth I like this way much better 
than to place the lead upon the line ( as 
ſome uſe) for the lead will often ſlip fur- 
ther, and alſo entangle the bait and line 
together, | 

8. Both with Trowle and at Snap,cloſe 
at the gills cut away ene of the fins, and 
alſobehind the vent another on the contra- 
ry {ide, the bait will play the better. 


9. In caſting with trowling, or at ſnap, | 


be ſure toraiſe your hand a little when you 
ſee the bait ready to fall into the water , 
this will prevent that the bait daſh not vi- 
olently into the water, inits fall , which 
I preſume ſometimes frights the Pike 


(though he be a bold fiſh) when it falls be- | 


hind, and near to him. 
10. Make your lead fox the Trowle 
| four- 


OR OI. 
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four-ſquare and much thicker and ſhorter 
than moli uſe, the ſquare will keep the 
hook in the ſame place as you ſet it,and the 
thick (hort lead finks him with his head 
downward, ſo that he will not ſhoot 
floop-wiſe, as he doth when the lead is 
long. | 

11. Joyn your wire links together wit 
a ficel ring,the bait will play and fink bet- 
ter, if it lye only in the baits mouth, ic 
will not intangle in the line ſo often, 

12. Alarge bait doth more invite the 
Pike, but the leſſer takes him more ſurely, 
as ſooneſi gorged , and the hook certainly 
taken into his mouth both at Snap and 
Trowel. | 

13. Uſea large white Menow put on 
with the hook in his mouth,angle with him 
for a Pike, as you do for a Trout , and lee 
your. hook be {mal], uſe not a great hook 
with a ſmall bait. 


How to uſe the Menow for a Pike. 


Get a ſingle hook ſlender and long in 
the ſhank , let it reſemble the ſhape of a 
Shepherd's crook , put lead upon it, as 
thick near the bent as will go into the Me- 
nows mouth,place the point of the hook 
direqly up the face of the fiſh, let = 

R 


42 


Angling 
for Roche 
es at Zon- 
den 
Bridge. 


The Experfenc'd Angler : 


Rod be as long as you can handſomely 
manage , with a line of the ſame length, 
caſt up and down,and manage it as when 
you trowle with any other bait 3 if when 
the Pike hath taken your bait he run to the 
end of the line before he hath gorged it, 
do not ſtrike but hold ti!l only, and he 
will rcturn back and fwallow it:but if you 
uſe that bait with a Trowl,I rather prefer 
it before any other bait that I know, 

In the Months of Fane and «ly, afort 
of exceeding, large and very excellent 
Roches:, haunt about Loxudox- Bridge ( in 
other Months none of that ſort are there 
to be found )and they Angle for them 
with this bait and in the manner following, 
vix. They take a ſirong Cord , at the end 
of it they faſten a weight of Lead, about 
two or three poundsz then about a 
foot above the Lead they make a Pack- 
thred of ten or twelve fathom long faſt to 
the Cord,and unto the Packthred, (at due 
diftances)they make ten or twelve ſtrong 
links of hair with Rockh-hooks at them, 
baited with a Periwinckle,which they ga- 
ther in the Thames in ſhells, they break 
the ſhells,and take the Periwinckle whole, 
(for if broken its ſpoiled) and that part 
which ſticks to the ſhell they cut off from 
the Fiſh and leave it ſticking to the ſhell, 

and 
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and bait their Hooks with the other, (I 
ſuppolſe a ſmall white Snail may ſerve in 
want of a Periwinck/e, it's like it ) and 
holding the ſtrong Cord in their hands, the 
biting of the Fiſh drawerh the Packthred, 
and that the Cord, whereby they feel the 
Fiſhes biting, and ſo order themſelves ac- 
cording as their own judgments dicate, 
and ſometimes draw up two, three , or 
more Roches at once. 


There are two ways of fiſhing for Eels, progling 
proper and peculiar to that Filth alone ; for Eels. 


the firſt is termed by ſome, Brogling for 
Eels , which is thus, Take a ſhort ſtrong 
Rod, and exceeding firong Line, with a 
little compaſſed but ſtrong Hook , which 


| you mult bait with a large well ſcoured 


Red-worm , then place the end of the 
Hook very eaſily in the cleft of a ſtick, that 
it may very cafily ſlip outz with this ſtick 
and hook thus baited,ſearch for holes un- 


| der fiones, Timber , Roots , or about 


Floud-gates 3 if there be a good Eel, give 
her time and ſhe will take it, but be ſure 
ſhe hath gorged it.,and then you may con- 
clude,if your Tackling or hold fail not,ſhe 
is your own. 


The other way is called Bobbing for Bobbing 
Eels,which is thus, Take the largeſt Gar- for Zeb. 


dcn-worrs, ſcour them well, and with a 
Needle 
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Needle runa very ſtrong thred or ſilk 
through them from end to end,take fo ma- 
Ny as that at laſt you may wrap them a- 
bout a Board (for your hand will be too 
narrow ) a dozen times at leaſt, then tye 
them faſt with the two ends of the thred 
or filk, that they may hang in ſo many 
Jong bouts or hanks, then taſten all to a 
{ſtrong Cord, and ſomething more than a 
handtul above the Worms faſten a plumb 
of Lead of about three quarters of a 
pound , and then make your Cord ſure 
to a long and firong Pole; with theſe 
Worms thus ordered you mult flh in 
a muddy water , and you will feel the 
Eels tug firongly at them z when you 
think they have ſwallowed them as far 
as they can , gently draw up your Worms 


and Eels , and when you have them | 


near the top of the water , hoift them a- 
main to land ; and thus you may take 
three or four at once, and good ones if 
there be ſtore, 

But before I proceed to give you 
each ſort of Bait for every kind of 
Fiſh , give me leave to add a few 
Cautions and directions for the ground- 


Lineand Angling, as I did for the na- | 


tural and artiticial Flie, and ſo we ſhall 
£0 ON. 
1, When 
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1. When you Angle at ground, keep Dire&i- 
i , 1 ONS 1 
your Line as ſireight as poſſible, ſuffering Acai 
at the 


hindereth the nimble jerkof the Rods ground. 


none of it to lic in the water, becauſe it 


but if (as ſometimes it will happen) you 
cannot avoid.,but ſome little will lie in the 
water, yet keep it in the ſiream above 
your flote, by no meansbelow it. 

2. When you Angle at the ground for 
ſmall Fiſh, put two Hooks to your Line 
faſtned together thus 3 Lay the two Hooks 
together, then draw the one ſhorter than 
the other by nine Inches, this cauſeth 
the other end to over-reach as much as 
that is ſhorter at the Hooks, then turn that 
end back to make a bought or boughte,and 
with a water-knot ( in which you muſt 
make both the links to faſten ) tie them 
fo as both links may hang cloſe toge- 
ther, and not come out at both ends of 
the knot 3 upon that link which hangeth 
longeſt, faſten your Lead near a foot 
above the Hook , putupon your Hooks 
two different Baits, and ſo you may try 
(with more eaſe and leſs time) what Bait 
the Fiſh love beſt: and alſo very often 
( as I have done ) take two Fiſh at once 
with one Rod : You havealſoby this Ex- 
periment one Bait for ſuch as feed cloſe 
upon the ground,as Gadgeon,F — 

an 
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and another for ſuch as feed a little high- 
er, as Roach, Dace, &c. 

3- When you Angle at ground for the 
Salmon, put three or four Lob-worms well 
ſcowred on your Hook at once, and order 
your ſelf as when you Angle at ground for 
a Trout. 

4. Some uſt to lead their Lines heavi- 
ly, and to ſet their Cork about a foot or 
more from the end of the Rod, with a lit- 
tle Lead to buoy it up,and thus in violent 
ſwift ſtreams they avoid the offence of a 
flote, and yet perfectly diſcern the biting 
of the Fiſh, and ſo order themſelves ac- 
cordingly z but this hath its inconveni- 
ence (viz. The lying of the Line in the 
water. 

5. Give all Fiſh time to gorge the bait 
and be not over-haſty, except you Angle 
with ſuch tender baits as will not endure 
nibbling at,but muſt upon every touch be 
ſtruck at ( as Sheeps-blood, Fhes, which 
are taken away at the firſt pull of the Fiſh) 
and therefore inforce you at the firſt 
touch to try your fortune, 

Now we are to ſpeak next of Baits 
more particularly proper for every Fiſh, 
wherein I ſhall obſerve this methodfirſt, 
to name the Fiſh, then the Baits ( accord- 
ing as my Experience hath proved them) 
grateful 
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grateful to the Fiſh, and to place them as 
near as Ican in ſuchorder as they come in 
ſeaſon, though many of them are in ſeaſon 
at one inſtant of time, and equally good. 
I would not be underſtood, as if when a 
new Bait cometh in, the old one were an- 
tiquated and uſeleſs : for I know the 
Worm laſteth all the year,theFlie allSum- 
mer, one ſort of bob all Winter, the o- 
ther under Cow-dung in Fune and Faly, 
but I intimate that ſome are found when 
others are not in rerum natura, 


| — 


CHAT, V. 


Of all forts of Baits for each kind of 
Fiſh, and how to find and keep them, 


I, FT: HE Salmon taketh the artificial flie Bairs for 
very well, but you muſt uſe aTrowl the Sat> 


(as for the Pike ) or he being a ſtrong Fiſh 99: 


will hazard yourLine,except you give him 
length 3 his Flies muſt be much larger 
than you uſe for other Fiſh, the Wings 
very long ( two or four _) behind one 
another,with very long tails 3 his chiecfeſt 
ground-bait a great Garden orLob-worm, 
he ſpawneth about Michaelmas : when 
you (irike him he uſually falleth to plunge 


and 
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and leap, but doth not ordinarily endea- 
vour to run to the end of the Line as the 
To pre- Troxt will ; young Salmons under a quar- 
vent  terof a yard long,have tender mouths, fo 
breaking 25 they are apt to break their hold : to ob- 
der. Viate which inconvenience, I have known 
mouth's ſome that uſe to faſten two hooks together, 
Fiſhes. in like manner as ſome double Pike hooks 
lately uſed in Trowling are madegnot with 
the points oppoſite to one another, but a- 
bout a quarter of a Circle from each other, 
and on them they make their Flie, that if 
one Hook break hold, the other may not 
fail. 
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2. The Trowt takes all forts of Worms, 
eſpecially Brandlings; all forts of Flies, 
Menow young Frogs, Marſhworm, Dock- 
worm, Flag-worm , all ſorts of Cadbart, 
Bob, Palmers, Caterpillars Gentles, Waſps, 
Hornets, Dorrs, Bees, Graſhoppers, Can« 
hers, and Bark-worm; he is a ravenous 
greedy Fiſh , and loveth a large Bait at 
ground, and you muſt tit him accordings 
ly: to that end take two large Garden- 
worms well ſcowred, cut them into equal 
halfs , put them on your Hook, this is a 
very good Bait. 

When you Angle with a Grafhopper for 
Trout or Grayling, you muſt Lead your 
Hook upon the ſhank with a very flender 
plate of Lead made narroweſt and flende- 
reſt at the bent of the Hook, that the Batt 
may the better come over itzlet the Graſ- 
opper be a large one,then drawhim over the 
Lead,after put a leſſer or a Cadbait on the 
point,and keep your Bait in continual mo- 
tiorlifting it up,and finking again,pull off 
the Graſhoppers uppermoſt Wings : In 
March, and the beginning of April,uſe the 
Tagtail, which is a Worm much of the co- 
lour of a mans hand, with a yellow tagg 
on his tail about half an Inch long, you 
rhay find them in Marled Lands and Med- 


not 
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not cold , or after a ſhower. 

The Trout ſpawneth about Michaelmas, 
he isa very nimble quick Fiſh, and will 
ſirive long and vigorouſly for his life, will 
run amongſt Weeds, Roots, or any thing 
that may entangle or break your Line. 

3. The Umber is generally taken with 
the ſame Baits as the Troxt , eſpecially 
Flies, Cadbait, Barkworms, and Palmers, 
artificial or natural Flies or Palmers : He 
is an eager Fiſh, biteth freely,and will riſe 
often at the ſame Flie, if you prick him 
not. 

The Umber is a very nimble Fiſh, hath 
a very tender mouth, ſo that he is moſt 
uſually loſt by breaking his hold, which 
to prevent,make tryal of that way before 
dircaed for taking young Salmons, 


Tie 
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The Barbel bites beft at great red 
Worms well ſcowred in Mofs, at Cheeſe 
and ſeveral forts of Paſtes, and Gentles ; 
he ſpawns in April, is a wary ſubtile 
ſtrong Fiſh, will ſtruggle long, and ex- 
cept you manage him dextrouſly, or that 
your Line be very ſtrong,he will endanger 
to break it, 


The Pearch is a very ravenous Fiſh, 


| and biteth boldly and freely : he taketh all 


forts of Earth-worms, eſpecially Brand- 
lings and Lobworms, it well ſcoured, 
Bobs , Oakworms , Gentles, Cadbait , 
Waſps, Dores, Menow , Colewort-worms, 
and , often any Bait fave the Flie: He 

”- ny fpawneth 
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fpawneth in February or March, and if a 
large ſtrong Fiſh, will contend long and 
hard for his life, 
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4 Carp and Texeb love thelargeſt red 
ind + Tench eſpecially, if they ſmell 
much of Tar ; to which end you may 
ſome ſmall time before you uſe them, take 
ſo many as you will uſe at that time, and 
put them by themſelves ina little Tar, but 
let them not lie long , leſt it kill them 3 
- Paſte alſo of all forts made with ſtrong- 

ſented Oyls, Tar, Bread-grain boyled 
ſoft, Cadbait, Geutles, Marſh-worm, F oA 
worm eſpecially, feed much and often for 
theſe Fiſh. Carp ſpawneth in May and 
Fune uſually; and if when you ſtrike him 
you do not give him play, he will break 
all : heisa ſtrong Fiſh, will ttruggle long 
and ſtoutly. 
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.-5- .The Pike taketh all forts of Baits, 
(fave the Flie)) Gudgeon , Roches, Dace, 
Loaches , young Frogs in Suramer, or a 
Smelt if freſh and ſweet, and well fafined 
on the Hook, for it is a tender Fiſh , and 
will ( if not carefully ordered }) quickly 
break in pieces, but I have not known this 
Bait uſed higher than where it doth ebb 
and flow yet higher than the falt-water 
floweth I have ſeen it practiſed with good 
ſuccels. 

A young PickereF or Parial Facen or 
Trout, is a good Bait to trowl with as 
you can uſe 3 you may halter him thus , 
Faſten a ſirong Line with a ſnare at the 
end of it to the Pole, which if you go cir» 
cumſpecly to work, he will permit you to 
put over his head, and then you muſt by 
ſtrength hoitt him to land: He ſpawns in 
February the latter end, or in March, 
He is a firong bold Fiſh, and a ravenous 
caper biter,will ſtruggle long and ſixong]y; 
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6. Eels, take great red Worms, Beet, 
Waſps, Guts of Fowls, and Mexow : bait 
Night-hooks for him with ſmall Rocbes, 
the Hook muſt lie in the mouth of the 
Fiſh, as for the Pike; this way takes the 
greateſi Eels, 


7. The Gudgeon and Bleak, take the 
ſmalleſt red worms , Cadbait, Gentles, 
IV aſps,he ſpawneth about the beginning of 
May. The Bleak takes the natural or ar- 
tificial Flie, eſpecially in the Evening. 

The Ruff taketh the ſame Baits as the 
Pearch , fave that you muſt have lefler 


Worms, he bcing a ſmaller Fiſh. 
E 4 8, Roch 
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8, Roch and Dace, ſmall worms, Cad- 
bait, Flies, Bobs, Sheeps bloud, ſmall 
white Snails, aH forts of worms bred on 
herbs or trees, Paſte, Waſps, Gnats, Cher- 
ries and Lipberries: the Dace or Dare 
doth ſpawn about the middle of March, 
and the Roch about the middle of May, 
they are very ealily taken and with little 
trouble. 

8. The Bleek is an eager fiſh,and takes the 
ſame baits as the Roch, only they muſt be 
leſs: you may angle for him with as ma- 
ny hooks on your line at once, as you can 
conveniently faſten on it, 

9. Chevin, all ſorts of earth worms , 
Bob, Menow. Flies of all forts, Cadbait, 
all forts of worms bred on herbs and 
trees, eſpecially Oak-worms, young Frogs, 
Cherries, Waſps, Dorrs, Bees, Graſhopper at 
the top of the watcr, Cheeſe, Grain, Bee- 
#les, a great brown Flie that lives on the 
Oak like a Scarabee, black Snails, their 
bellies ſlit that the white appear 3 he lo- 
veth alarge bait,as a Waſpe,Colwort-worm, 
and then a aſpe altogether. The Chevin 
loveth to have ſeveral flies, and of divers 
forts at once on the hook 3 he loveth alſo 
to have ſeveral ſorts of baits at one time 
pn the hook together z3as a Waſp, a young 
Darr ox Hwmble-bee , when his legs and 

| hs wings 
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wings are alittle grown forth,or a Fliea 


_ Cadbait or Oak:worm together 3 or the 


worm bred on a Crab-tree, with one or 
more of the other baits. The Pitch or 
Marrow in the bone of an Ox back , take 
it out carefully,and be very tender in take- 


* ing off the tough outward sKkins , but be 


ſure you leave the inward and tender 
white skin ſafe and untouched,or your la- 
bour is loſt: this is an excellent bait for a 
Chevix all winter long. The Chevin (paw- 
neth in March, is a ſirong fiſh but not very 
active, for after one or two turns he pre- 
ſently yieldeth,if he be a very large one: 

but the leſſer , which are about a foot or 
fourteen inches long, will more endanger 
your line than one of twenty inches or 
more, for he will ſtrive longer. 


x1, Bream 
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11, Bream loveth red worms, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are got at the root of a 
great Dock, it lieth wrapped up in a knot 
or round Clue 3 Paſte, Flag-worms Waſps, 
Greeneflies, Butter-flies, a Graſhopper his 
legs cut off; he ſpawneth in June or be- 
ginning of July, is cafily taken, tor after 
one or two gentle turns, he falleth upon 
one fide, and fo is drawn to land with 
caſe. | 

12. Flounder, Shad, Suant, Thwait, 
and Mullet, love red Worms of all (orts, 
Waſps and Gentles, 

As for the Menow, Loach, Bulbead, or 
Millers-thumb , being uſually Childrens 
recreationz I once propoſed to have 0- 
mitted them wholly, but conſidering they 
often are baits for better Fiſh , as Trout, 
Pike, Eele, &c. Neither could this Dif: 
courſe be general it they were omitted 
and though I ſhould wave mentioning 
them, yet I cannot forget them, who have 
ſo often vexed me with their unwelcome 
eagerneſs, for the Mezow will have a part 
in the play if you come where he is, which 
is almoſt every where, you need not ſcck 
him: I uſe to tind him oftner than I de- 
fire, only deep (till places he leaſt tre- 
quents of any, and is not over-curious in 
his baits, any thing will ſerve that he can 
(wallow, 


thi 
thi 
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ſwallow.and he will firain hard for what 
he cannot gorge 3 but chiefly loveth the 
ſmalleſt red Worms, Cadbait, Worms 
bred on Herbs or Trees, and Waſps. 


The Loach and Bulhead are much of 
the ſame dict, but their principal bait is 
the ſmalleſt red Worms. 


CC 
F / / F4 
/ Pd IN a Llak Aeleankedelh{ Wh 
. - . , — 


— 


* 
n_ 


$a 


Having 


&0 
Several 


ſorts of / 


Paſtes. 


Tbe Experfenc'd Angler 2 


Having ſpoken before of Paſtes, IT 
ſhall now ſhew you how to make the 
lame 3 and though there be as many kigds 
- men have fancies , yet I eſteem theſe 

{A 

1, Take the tendereſt part of the leg 
of a young, Rabbet , Whelp or Catling, 
as much Virgins wax and Sheeps Suet, 
beat them in a Morter till they be pcr- 
fealy incorporated , then with a little 
clarified Hony temper them before the 
Fire into a Paſte. 

2. Sheeps Kidney Suet,as much Cheeſe, 
fine Flower or Manchet , make it into a 
Paſte, (often it with clarified Hony. 

+ 3. Sheeps bloud, Cheeſe, fine Manchet, 
clarified Hony, make all into a Paſte. 

4. Cherrics,Sheeps bloud,Saffron, and 
fine Manchet, make all into a Paſte. 

5. Take the fatteſt oldeſt Cheeſe and 
the ſtrongeſt of the rennet you can get, 
fine Wheat flower , and Anniſced water 
(and if you make it for a Chub add ſome 
reiſted bacon)beat all excceding well into 
a Paſte. 

6. Take the fatteſt old Cheeſe and 


ſtrongeſt of the rennet , Mutton Kidneyſ 


Suet, and Turmerick , reduced into a fine 
powder , work all together into a Paſte, 
and add of thc Turmerick untill the Paſte 

become! 
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become a very lovely yellow colour 3 this 
js excellent for Chevix. 

In September and all Winter, when you 
argle for Chub , and large fiſh, as Carp, 
Bream, &c. with Paſte, you muſt make 
your bait as large as a good Nutmeg, 

You may add toany Paſte Coculus Indie, 
Aſa fatids, Oyl of Polypody of the 
Ok, of Lignum vite, of Tvie, or the 
gum of Tvie diſſolved: I judge there is 
virtue in theſe Oyles, and gum eſpecially, 
which I would add to all Paſtes I make 3 
as alſo a little Flax to keep the Paſte that 
jt waſh not off the hook. 


— 


CHAP, VI, 
To keep Jour Baits. 


ff _—_— will keep very long, if you 

| put Virgin wax and clarified Ho- 
ney into it, and ſtick well on the hook 
if you beat Cotton-wool or Flax into ir, 
when you make your Paſt e. 

2, Put your worms into very good 
long Moſs, whether white, red,or green, 
I matter not; waſh it well, and cleanſe 
it from all earth and filth, wring it ve- 
rydry, then put your Moſs and worms 

into 
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into an earthen Pot, cover it cloſe that 
they crawl not out,ſer it in a cool placein 
Summer, andin Winter .in a warm place, 
that the Froſt kill them not : every third 
day in Summer change your Moſs, once 
in the week in Winter, the longer you 
keep them before you uſe them, the better, 
Clean ſcowring your Worms makes them 
clearer, redder, tougher, and to live Jong 
on the Hook, and to keep colour, and 
therefore more defirable to the Fiſh: A 
little Bole- Armoniack put to them will 


much further your delire,and ſcower them. 


in a ſhort time : Or you may put them all 
Night in water,& they will ſcower them- 
ſelves, but will be weak but a few hours 
in good Moſs will recover them. But leſt 
your Worms die, you may feed them with 
crums of Bread and Milk , or fine Flour 
and Milk, or the Yclk of an Egg and ſweet 
Cream coagulated over the'tire,give them 
a little and often ; If you take the ſtrongeſt 
ſweet Wort you can get (in which there 
hath been no Hops  ) wet your MoſSwell 
with the ſame,and ever night put ſo many 
Worms into that Moſs as you intend to 
uſe the next day, and I ſuppoſe the Fiſh 
will bite the better at them, but they muſt 
not lie over long in the Moſs thus wet, in 
regard it will much (well them, and in 
time 
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time ſpoyl them ; ſometimes alſo-put to 
them earth caſt out of a Grave,the newer 
the Grave the better, I-mean the ſhorter 
time the party hath been buried, you will 
fhnd the Fiſh will exceedingly covet them 
after this carth, and here you may gather 
what Gum that is, which 7. D. in his Se- 
crets of Angling calleth Gum of life. 

3. You mult keep all other forts of 
Worms with the leaves of thoſe Trees and 
Herbs on which they are bred, renewing 
the Leaves often in a day, and put in freſh 
for the old ones:The Boxes you keep them 
in muſt have a few ſmall holes to let in 
air, 


ter z you may breed them by pricking a 
Beaſts Liver full of holes, hang it in the 
Sun in Sumimer time, ſet an old courſe 
Barrel or ſmall Firken with Clay and Bran 
in it, into which they will drop, and 
cleanſe themſelves in it. 


lye hollow in ſhallow Rivers or ſmall 
Brooks, in a very tine gravelly caſe or 
busk, theſe are yellow when ripe; the 0- 
ther in old Pits, Ponds, oz ſlow running 
Rivers 


4+ Keep Gentles or Maggots with dead How to 
fleſh, Beaſts Livers or Suet, cleanſe,gr _ 
ſcower them in Meal or Bran which is bet- ©**#* 


5+ There are two, ſome ſay three ſorts Cadbait 
of Cadbait,the one bred under ſtones that his kinds 
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. Rivers or Ditches, in cafes or husks of 


Straw, ſticks or Ruſhes, theſe are green 
when ripe both are excellent for a Trows, 
uſed as before is directed, and for moſt forts 
of ſmall Fiſh. The green fort, which is 
bred in Pits, Ponds or Ditches, may be 
found in March before the other yellow 
ones come in; the other yellow ones 
come in ſeaſon with May or the end of 
April, and goout in Jxly : a ſecond ſort, 
but ſmaller,come in again in Azgaſt. 

6. Cadbait cannot endure the wind and 
cold therefore keep them in a thick wool- 
len Bag, with ſome Gravel amongſt them, 
wet them once a day at leaſt if in the houſe, 
but often m the hot weather ; when you 
carry them forth,fill the bag full of water, 
then hold the mouth cloſe, that they drop 
not out, and fo let the water run from 
them3E have thus kept them three weeks: 
Or you may put them into an earthen Pot 


fall of water, with ſome Gravel at theJ- 


bottom , and take them forth into your 
bag as you uſe them. 

7. Yellow Bobs are alſoot two ſorts, 
the one bred in mellow light foils,and ga- 
thered after the Plough when the Land is 
firſt broken up from Grazing, and are in 


ſeaſon in the Winter till Mareb 3 the other 


is bred undex Cowdung, hath a red head | 
an 
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and theſe are in ſeaſon in the Summer on-' 
ly : ſcower them in Bran,or dry Moſs,” or 
Meal; 
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8. The ſpawn of ſome Fiſh is a good Spawn | 
bait, to be uſed at ſuch time as thit Fiſh of Fiſh, 


ſpawneth, ſome days before they ſpawn 
they will bite eagerly 3 if you take one 
that is full bellied, take out the' ſpawn, 
boil it ſo hard as to ſtick on your hook,and 
ſouſe it ; or not boil it at all:: the ſpawn 
of Salmon is beſt of all ſorts of ſpawn. 


9. I have obſerved,that Chevin,Rvach, The 


C 
2 Wa 


Dace, bite much better at the Oak: worm 


hiefeſt 


( or any worm bred on herbs or trees ) uſethe *© 
eſpecially if you angle with the lame(when 0uk- _ 
they ſhew themſelves )) at the top of the 79+ 


water ( as with the natural flic ) than it 
you uſe it under for I have obſerved,that 
when a gale of wind ſhaketh the trees, 
the worms fall into the water,and preſent- 
ly riſe and flote on the top, where I have 


ſeen the Fiſh riſe at them as at flies, which 
taught me this experience;and indeed they 


link not, till toſt and beaten by the fiream, 
and fo they dye, and loſe their colour, and 
then the Fiſh(as you may ſee by your own 


on your hook) do not much eſteem 


hem. 


Bark- 


Io, Under the bark of an Oak, Aſh, woras 


Alder, and Birch eſpecially, if they lie a 
year or more afteg they are fallen, yo» 
F mas 


ro, 
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may find a great white Worm, with a 
brown head,ſomething reſembling a Dore- 
Bee or Humble-Bee, this is in ſeaſon all 
. the year, - eſpecially from September untill 
. + 1, June, ar mid-May, the Umber covets 
this bait above any,ſave Flie and Cadbait : 
you may alſo find this worm in the body 
of arotted Alder, if you break it with an 
Ax ot Bzetle,but be careful only to ſhake 
the Tree in pieces with beating, and cruſh 
not the Worm: you may alfo find him 
under the bark of the ſtump of a Tree, if 


decayed. . | 
Howto | 11. Dry your Waſps, Dores, or Bees, 
uſe ' upona Tile-ſtone, or in an Oven cooled 


Waſps. after baking, leſt they burn 3 and to avoid 
that, you mutt-lay them on a thin board or 
chip,and cover them with another ſo ſup- 
ported, as not to cruſh them, or elſe clap 
two Cakes together: this way they will 
keep long, : and ſtick on your hook well: 
Tf you boil them hard, they grow black in 
a few days. : | 

Sheeps 12. Dry your Sheeps blood in the Air 

blood, 'upon a dry, board, till it become a pretty 

bow 19 hard lump ;' then cut. it into ſmall pieccs 
uſe it, Fo hl" 
or your ule, : |: 

How to 13+ When you uſe Grain, Eoyl it ſcſt 

order. in milk, or which I like better, in ſweet 

Grain. wort,and pecl off the outward rind which 
1s the bran3 and then if you will,you way 
| | y iy 
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fry the ſame in Honey and Milk,or ſome 
ſtrong ſcented Oyls, as Amber, Polypody, 
Spike, Ivy,Turpentine; for Nature, which 
maketh nothing in vain, hath given the 
Fiſh Noſlrils, and that they can ſmell is 
undeniable 3 and, I am perſwaded, are 
more guided by the ſenſe of ſmelling,thati 
fight 3 tor ſometimes they will come to the 
float, if any Wax be upon it,ſmell at it and 
go away. We ſee alſo that ſirotig ſcents 
draw them together as, put Grains, 
Worms, or Snails in a bottle of Hay tyed 
pretty cloſe, and you will if you pluck it 
out ſuddenly, ſometimes draw up Eels in 
it, But I never yet made tryal of any of 
theſe Oylsz for, when I had the Oyls, I 
wanted time to try them 3 or when F had 
time,I wanted the Oyls3but I recommend 
them to tryal of others, arid do purpoſe 
( God willing) to prove their virtue my ' 
ſelf, eſpecially that Oyntment ſo highly 


commended by I. D. in his Secret of Ang- 
ling. 


I4. When you ſee the Ant-flies in Ant- 
greateſt plenty,go to the Ant- hills where flies: 


they breed, take a great handfull of the 
earth, with as much of the roots of the 
graſs that groweth on thoſe hills, put 
all into'a large glaſs bottle, then gather a 
pottle full of the blackeſt Ant-flies un- 
bruifed, put them into the bottle or int 
F 2 a 
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a firkin, if you would keep them long ) 
firft waſhed with Honey, or Water and 
Honey ; Roach and Dace will bite at theſe 
Flies under water near the ground. 


Bubs af- 15. When you gather Bobs after the 
ter the * Plough, put them into a Firkin with (uffi- 
Plough. cjent of the ſoil they were bred in,to pre- 
ſerve them, ſtop the veſſel exceeding cloſe, 
or all will ſpoil, ſet it where neither wind 
nor froſt may offend them, and they will 

keep all winter for your uſe. 
To I6. At the latter end of September, take 
breed ſome dead Carrion that hath ſome Mag- 
_ gots bred in it that begin to creep, bury 
CP... all deep in the ground, that the froſt kill 
* them not,and they will ſerve in March or 

April tollowing to uſe. 

To find 17- To find the Flag-worm do thus,go 
the flag tO an old pond or pit where there are ſtore 
worm, of Flags or(as ſome call them )Sedges, pull 
ſome up by the roots, then ſhake thoſe 
roots in the water,till all the mud and dirt 
be waſhed away from them, then amongſt 
the ſmall firings or hbres that grow to the 
roots, you will find little husks or caſes of 
a reddiſh or yellowiſh, and ſome of other 
colours, open theſe carefully with a pin, 
and you will tind in them a little (mall 
worm,white as a Gentle, but longer and 
ſlenderer;this is an excellent bait forTexch, 
Bream, 
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Bream , eſpecially Carp : if you pull the 
Flags in ſunder, and cut open the round 
ſtalk, you will alſo tind a Worm like the 
former in the husk , but tougher, and in 
that reſpe& better. 
18.Carry your baits for the Pike in Bran, 
which will dry up the flimy moiſture that 
is on them, and ſo keep them longer, and 
make them ſtick more firmly on your 
Hook :betides,there is a green watery fub- 
ſtance that iſſueth out of the Fiſh which 
will infe& and rot them, but the Bran dry- 
ing the ſame up, preventeth that miſchief. 
19. Fiſh bite beſt at Graſhoppers in the 
latter end of Fxly, and in Auguſt,you muſt 
cut off their legs and outmoſt wings 3 the 


middle fize is better than either the extra- * 


ordinary great ones, or the ſmall. 


—— 


CHA P. VII. 
Of ſeveral haunts or reſorts of Fiſhes, 


and in what Rivers, or places of 


them they are moſt uſually found. 
_ part of our Diſcourſe being a diſ- 


covery of the ſeveral places or Rivers 
each kind of Fiſh doth moſt haunt or covet, 
and in which they are ordinarily found. 


The ſeveral forts of Rivers, Streams, 
F 3 Soils, 


y8 


I do nbt know any River( I niean high in 


The Etperienc'd Angler : 


Soyls,and Waters they moſt frequent, is 4 
matter(in this undervalued Art )ot no ſmall 
importancezfor if you come with Baits for 
the Trout or Umber, and angle for them in 
flow muddyRivers or places,you will have 
little (if any ) ſport at all: and to ſeek tor 
Carp or Tenchin ſtony ſwift Rivers, is c- 
qually prepoſterous 3 and tho I know that 
ſomctimes you may meet with Fiſh in ſuch 
Rivers & places,as they do not utually tre- 
quent (tor no general Rule but admits of 
particularExceptions)yet the exact know- 
ledg of what Rivers or Soyls,or what part 
of.the River (for ſome Rivers have ſwift 
gravelly ftreams,and alſo flow, deep, mud- 
dy places )ſuch or ſuch forts of tilh do moſt 
frequent, will exceedingly adapt you to 
know whatRivers,or whatpart of them are 
molt fit foryour baits,or what baits ſuit beſt 
with each River, and the Fiſh in the ſame. 

1. The Salmox Joveth large (wift Rivers 
where it cbbeth and floweth, & there they 
are found ingreateſt numbers,never the leſs 
Ihave known them to be found in lefſerRi- 
vers, high up in the country, yet chicfly in 
the latter end of the year, when they come 
thicher toſpawn, he chooſeth the molt ſwitt 
and violent ſtreams, (or rather CataraQts) 
and in Exgland the cleareſt gravelly rivers 
uſually with rocks or weeds, but in Ireland 


the 
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the Country )) (that hath ſuch plenty of 
them, as the black-water by Charlemont, 
and the broad- water by Shanes Caſtle, both 
which have their heads in great bogs, and 
are of a dark muddy colour, and very few 
(comparatively ) in the upper ban,though 
clearer and ſwifter than they. 

2. The Trout loveth ſmall purling 
Brooks,or Rivers that are very (wift, and 
run upon ſtones or _—_ feedeth whilſt 
ſtrong in the ſwifteſt ſtreams, and in the 
deepelt part of it(cpecially if he be a large 
one }) and behind a ſtone-block, or ſome 
bauk that ſhooteth forth with a point into 
the River; upon which the ſtream beareth 


much, and cauſeth a whirling of the water 
back by the bank-ſide, much like the eddy 


'of the tide:and he the more willingly ma- 


keth choice of this place,if there be a ſhade 
over his head, as a buſh, foam,or a hollow 
hanging Bank,under which he can ſhelter 
himſelf ; behind a ſtone, log,or ſorge ſmall 
bank that ſhooteth into the River, which 
the ſtream beareth upon,and there he lieth 
watching for what cometh - down the 
fiream, & ſuddenly catcheth it upzhis hold 
is uſually in the deep,under a hollow place 
of the bank, or a ſtone that lieth hollow, 
which he loveth exceedingly:&ſometimes, 
but not ſo uſually, he is found in weeds, 

3. The Pearch loyeth a gentle ſixeamof 
F 4 4 
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a reaſonable depth (ſeldom ſhallow) cloſe 
by a hollow Bankzand though theſe three 
forts of fiſh covet clear and ſwift Rivers, 
u- weeds and ſtony gravel; yet they are 
ometimes found ( but not in ſuch plenty 
and m——_—_ inflow muddy Rivers. 
4. Carp, Tench and Eels,ſeek mud and 

a ſtill water;Eeles under roots or ſtones3a 
Carp chuſeth the deepeſt and Rilleſt place 
of Pond or River, ſo doth the Tench, and 
alſo green weeds, which he loveth exceed- 
ingly : Greateſt Eeles love, as before, but 
the ſmaller ones are found in all ſorts of ri- 
vers and ſoils, 


| $. Pike, Bream and Cbub, chuſe Sand or 


Clayzthe Bream a gentle fiream,and broad- 
eſt part of the River;thePrke Ci}! Pools full 


of Frie, and. ſhelters himſelf (the better to 


ſurpriſe his prey unawaresJamongſt Bull- 
ruſhes, watcr. ,docks,or under Bulhes 3 the 
Cbab loves the ſame ground(is more rare- 
ly. found without ſome tree to ſhade and 
cover him) large Rivers and ſircams. 

6. 'Barbel, Roach, Dace,Ruff, ſeck gravel 
and ſand more than the Bream, and the 
deepelt parts of the River, where ſhady 
Trees are more gratcfal to them, than to 
the Chab or Chevin. 

7. The Umber deſires Marle,Clay,clear 


waters,ſwiſt ſixeams,far from the Sea(for I | 
never ſaw any taken near it) & the greateſt 


plenty 
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plenty of them that I know of,are found in 
the mountainous parts of Derby-fhire,” and 
Stafford-ſhire,as Dove, Trent, Derwen, tc, 

8, Gudgeon detires ſandy, gravelly,gen- 
tle ſtreams,and ſmaller Rivers, but I have 
known them taken in great abundance in 
Trent in Derby-(hire, where itis very large, 
but coaceive them to be in greater plenty 
nearer the headof thatriver about or above 
Heywood : 1 can ſay the ſame of other Ri- 
vers, and therefore conceive they love 
ſmaller Rivers rather than the larger , or 
the ſmall Brooks3for I never found them in 
ſo great pleaty in Brooks,as ſmall Rivers: 
He bites beſt in the Spring till he ſpawns, 
and little after, till /aſp time. 

9+. Shad, Thwait, Peel, Mullet, Suant, 
and Flounder, love chiefly to be in or near, 
the faltiſh waters , where it ebbeth and 
floweth; I have known the Flounder taken 
(in good plenty )in freſh Rivers, they co- 
vet Sand and Gravel, deep gentle ſtreams 
near the Bank,or at the end of a ſtream in 
a deep ſtill place: Though theſe rules may, 
and do hold good in the general, yet I have 
found them admit of particular excepti- 
ons z but every mans Habitation engageth 
him toone (or uſually at moſt to) two Ri- 
vers, his own experience will quickly in- 
form him of the nature of the ſame, 86 the 
fiſh in them.I would perſwade all that love 
Angling, 
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Fiſh 
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Angling & defire to be complete Anglers, 
to ſpend ſome time in all ſorts of waters, 
Ponds:Rivers,{wift & flow,ſftony,gravelly, 
muddy,& ſlimy; & to obſerve all the dif- 
ferences in the nature of the fiſh, the waters 
& bairs,& by this means he will be able to 
take fiſh where ever he angleth; otherwiſe 
(through want of experience) he will be 
like the man that could read in no book 
but his own; beſides a man (his occalions 
or defires drawing him from home) muſt 
only ſtand as an idle ſpeator, ' whillt 
others kill fiſh, but he none,&ſo loſe the re- 
pute of acompleat Angler, how excellent 
ſoever he be at hisown known River. 

Furthermore, you muft underſtand; hath 


change 25 ſome fiſh covet one ſoyl more than' ano- 


places 


with the *her,ſo they differ in their choice of place 
ſeaſon in every ſeaſon, ſome keep all Summer 


Jong near the top,ſome never leave the 
botromsfor the former ſort you may angle 
with a Quill or ſmall flote near the top, 
with a flie or any ſort of worm bred on 
herbs or trees, or with a flic at the top: the 
Hatter fort you wilt all ſummer longtind at 
the rails of Wiers, Mills, Flood-gates, Arch- 
es of Bridges,cr the*more ſhallow parts of 
theRiverzin 3 trotg, ſwift,or gentle ſtream 
except Carp,8 Tench;& Eel;in Winter all 
flie unto the deep till places; where it eb- 
beth and flowethth.y will ſamct. mes oy 
elit 
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beſt, in the ebb moſt uſually , ſometimes 
when it floweth, rarely at full water, near 
the Arches of Bridges, Wiers, Flood-gates. 


DD ———— 


"CHAP, VIII 


What times are unſeaſonable to Angle in. 


| T Here being a time for all things ; in 


which with caſe and facility the ſame 
may be accompliſhed, and moſt difficult, if 
not impotlible at another : The $kil and 
knowledge how to chule the beRt ſeaſon to 
angle,and how to avoid the contrary, come 
next to be handled; which I ſhall do firſt 
Negatively, viz, What times are -unfit to 
angle 5 and then Affirmatively, which are 
the beſt ſeaſons. = 
I. When the Earth is parched with a 
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When 
unſeaſo» 


nable ro 


angle. 


great drought,ſo that the Rivers ran with 


-a much leſs current than uſually, its to 


no purpoſe to Angle 3 and indeed the heat 
of the day in Suminer (except cooled by 
winds,and ſhadowed with Clouds,though 
there be no drought ,) you will tind very 
little ſport, eſpecially in muddy, or very 
ſhallow and clear Rivers. 

2.In cold, froity, ſnowy weather,1know 


the Fiſh muſt cat in all ſeaſons; and that a 


man may kill F iſh when he mult firſt _ 
| tne 
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the Icezyct1 conceive the ſport is not then 
worth purſuing, the extream cold taking 
away the delight; belides, the indangering 
healch(if not life)by thoſe colds, which at 
leaſt cauſe Rheums and Coughs : Where- 
fore I leave Winter and night-angling to 
ſuch firong healthful- bodies, whole extra- 
ordinary delight in angling,or thoſe whoſe 
neceſſity enforceth them to ſeek profit by 
their recreation in ſuch unſeaſonable times, 


3. When there happeneth in the Spring- 
time(ecſpecially )or Summer,any ſmall hoa- 
ry froſt, all that day atter the fiſh will not 
riſe freely and kindly, except in the even- 
ing, and that the ſame prove very pleaſant, 

4 If the wind be extreme high, ſo that 
you cannot guide your tools to ad vantage. 

5- When Shepherds or Country-men 
walh their Sheep, though whillt they arc 
waſhing ( I mean the firſt time only) the 
fiſh will bite exceedingly well;I ſuppoſe the 
filch that falleth from the Sheep doth draw 
them(as your baiting a place )together,and 
then they ſoglut-themſclves , that till che 
whole waſhing time be over, and they 
have digefied their fulneſs , they will not 
take any artificial baits. 

6. Sharp, bitter, nipping winds, which 
mott uſufly blow out ot the North ar 
Eaſt eſpecially , blaſt your na——_ ; 

; ut 
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but this is rather the Seaſon,than the wind, 
though I alſo judge thoſe winds have a fe- 
cret malign quality to hinder the recreati- 
ON. 

7. Aﬀeer any ſort of fiſh have ſpawned 
they will not bite any thing to purpoſe, 
untill they have recovered their ſirength 
and former appetite. 

8. When any clouds ariſe that willcer- 
tainly bring a (hower or ſtorm (though in 
the midſt of Summer)they will not bite:T 
have obſerv*d that tho the fiſh bite moſt ea- 
gerly,and to your hearts content, yet upon 
the tſt appearing of any clouds, that will 
certainly bring rain(though my own judg- 
ment could not then apprehend, or in the 
leaſt conjecture, that a ſtorm was ariling) 
they have immediately left off bitingzand 
that hath been all that hath given me to 
underſtand that a ſhower was coming,and 
that it was Prudence to ſeek ſhelter againſt 
the ſame, 

9.W hen the nights prove dark & clou- 
dy, and that the Moon ſhines not at all, or 
but very little,theday enſuing youwill have 
litcle or no ſport, except at the ſmall ones; 
for when the great fiſh, that prey on others, 
range abroad, the lefler hide themſelves in 
their holes, to eſcape the danger of devou- 
ring:for prudent Nature hath endowed all 
Creatures with that natural inftinc, as - 
avOi 


73 


When it 
3s beſt to 
Angle- 


The Experſenc'd Angler: 
avoid times of danger,as we ſee wild Beaſts 
and beaſts of prey range abroad in the 
Night, the tame Cattle feed in the dayzand 
you never ſee the Mexow, a Fiſh the Trout + 
covets) ſtir in the Nightor in dark windy 
weather when the great Trouts are abroad, 
but his moſt uſual time is from an hour af- 
ter Sun-riling Cif the day prove fair) till 
an hour before Sun-ſet 3 fo that when the 
Nights are very dark or windy, the next 
day rarely proves very ſucceſsful to the 
Angler for great Trout. = 

to. In ſmall and clear Brooks where 
the Mills ſtand and keep up the water, you 
will not ordinarily .do any good, at the 
ground eſpecially, and but little with the 
Flie,for the Trout will at ſuch a time hard- 
ly come cut of his hold. 


CHAEiF IK. 
The beſt times and ſeaſons to Angle, 


E now come to the Affirmative 

part which is the beſt ſeaſon to an- 

gle, that as before we diſcovered when it 
would be loſt labour to feck recreation:(o 
now you may learn - to improve opportu- 
nity” when it offers it felt )to beſtad vantage. 
1. Calm.clear (or which is better [cool 
cloudy weather in Summer the wind blow- 
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ing gently, ſo as you may guide your tools 
with eaſe 3 in the hotteſt Months the cool- 
er the better. | ot 

2, Whenthe floods have carried away 
all the filth that the rain had waſhed from 
the higher grounds into the River, and 
that the River keepeth his uſual bounds, 
and looketh of a Whey-colour, 

3. When a ſudden violent ſhower hath 
a little mudded and raiſed the River, then 
if you go forth in, or immediately after 
ſuch a ſhower, and Angle in the ſfiream at 
the ground ( with a red Worm chiefly ) 
if there be ore of Fiſh in the River, you 
will have ſport to your own delire, 

4. A little before any Fiſh ſpawn(your' 
own obſervation will inform you of the 
time by the fulneſs of their bellies ) they 
come into the gravelly ſandy foards to rub 
and looſen their bellies, and then they bite 
very freely. 

5. When Rivers after rain do riſe, yet fo 
as they keep within their banks,in (wift ri- 
vers the violence of the ſtream forceth the 
Fiſh to ſeck ſhelter and quiet eaſe, in the 
little and milder currents of ſmall Brooks, 
where they fall into larger Rivers,and be- 
hindthe ends of bridgesthat arclonger than 
the bredth of the River,making a low va- 
cancy, where the Bridge defends a ſmall 
ſpot of ground from the violence of the. 
- ſtream," 
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ftream,or in any logoplace near the Rivers 
fide, where the fiſh gray lie at reſt & ſecure 
from the diſturbanFt of the rapid ſiream ; 
in ſuch a place (being not very deep) and 
at ſuch a time,you will find ſport:my ſelf 
have ever found it equal to the belt ſeaſon. 
6. Early in the morning from ( Carp 
and Tench before ) Sun-riſing, until eight 
of the clook 3 and from four afternoon 
tillnight: Carp and Tench, from Sun-ſet 
till far in the night in the hot months. In 
the heat of om io June and July, when 
Carps ſhew themſelves upan the top of the 
water,if you take a well ſcour'd lob-worm, 
and caſt the ſame to them, as you would 
Angle. with a natural flie, they will bite 
well; but you muſt be very careful to keep 
out of their ſight,or you willdo no good 1 

they bite this way beſt amongſt weeds. 
7. In March, beginning of April.latter 


end of September, and all winter, fiſh bite .. 


beſt inthe warmth of the day, no winds 
ſtirring, the air clear 3 in ſummer months, 
morning and evening is beſi,or cool cloudy 
weather : if you can tind ſhelter,no matter 
how high the wind be. | 

8. Fiſh riſe beſt at the flie after a ſhower 
that hath not mudded the water, yet hath 
beaten the Gnats and flies into the Rivers, 
you may in ſuch aſhower obſerve them riſe 


much it you will endure the rainzalſo the 
beſt 
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be& Months for the flie are March, April, 
May, part of Fune; inthe cooler months, 
in the warmeſt time of the dayzin warmer 
weather,about nine in the morning three 
afternoon, if any gentle gale blow; fome- 
times in a warm evening,when the Gnats 
play much. C 

9. Incalmclear and ſtar-light nights,c- 
ſpecially if the Moon ſhine, Trozts are as 
wary and fearful as in dark windy days,and 
ſir not 3 but if the next day prove cloudy 
and windy,and the water in order, you may 
aſſure your ſelf of ſport, if there be ſtore of 
fiſh in the Riverzfor having abſtained from 
food all night, they are more hungry and 
eager, and the darkneſs and windineſs of 
the day makes them more bold to bite. 

10.In {mall and clear Brooks if you come 
in,or immediately after a ſhower,that hath 
raiſed the water,or take it juſt as any Mill- 
water beginneth to come dowmand fo go 
along with the courſe of the water, Trouts 
will then bite well;for at ſucha tire they 
come forth toſeck food, which they expe 
the water will bring down with it. 

11. In Mayeſpecially,and generally all 
Summer, it the morning prove extream 
cold,as ſometimes it doth (although there 
be no froſt )the fiſh will not bite to any pur- 
poſe,until the day wax warmer 3 and i it 

G prove 
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prove cold all day long, they will bite beſt 


where the Sun ſhines, but not at all in the 
ſhady parts of the River. 

Alſo after the River is cleared from a 
flood they riſe exceeding well, I conceive 


' they were glutted with ground-baits, and 


now covet the flic, having wanted it a time. 
I. A Tront bites beſt in a muddy riſing 
water, in dark,cloudy,windy weather,car- 
ly in the morning, from half an hour after 
eight till ten z and inthe afternoon, from 
three till after four , and ſometimes in the 
eveningzbut nine in the morning,and three 
in the afternoon, are his chiefeft and moſt 
conſtant hours of biting at ground or flie,as 
the water ſuits either 3 March, April, May, 
and part of une are his chiefeſt months, 
though he bites well in July, Amuguft and 
September. After a ſhower in the evening 
he riſeth well at gnats,he taketh theMenow 
beſt when the wind is in the ſouth orſouth- 
welſt,and bloweth ſtrongly,curling the wa- 
ters,and railing high waves. The Troxt 
bites beſt at the Menow in March, and be- 
ginning of April, and in September; but in 
the Summer months he bites not freely at 
theMenow in the day time,except the ſame 
be dark,and the wind very highiand in the 
Summer months you mutt add ſomeLead 
to your line,and fink the Mexow to the bot- 
tom, 
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om,for otherwiſe the Trowt will not take 

him at the top in Summer,and clear wea- 
ther. In little Brooks that fall iato large 


| Rivers where it ebbs & flows,only in freſh 


water or a little brackiſh(for the ſalt water 
I have not tryed if you begin at the mouth 
of ſuch Brooks, juſt as the tide cometh in, 
and go up the Brook with the head ofthe 
tide,and return with the ebbing of the wa- 
ter, you will often take good Troxts, and 
have much ſport 3 and if the tide do not 
muddy the water, they will alfo riſe at the 
flie at ſuch a time. 

2. 'Salmon, three after noon,chiefly in 
Mey, June, July, Anguſt, a clear watct and 
ſome wind 3 and he biteth beſt when the 
wind bloweth againſt the ſtream,and near 
the Sea. 

3. The Barbel biteth beſt early in the 
morning,till nine or ten of the clock 3 the 
latter end of May, June, Jaly, and begin- 
ning of Auguſt. | 

4+ The Pearch biteth well all the day 
long, in cool cloudy weather, yet chiefly 
from cight in the morning till ten;8 from 


a little before three in the afternoon,till a» = 


bout five 3 and ſometimes later, eſpecially 
in hot weather and mid(t of Summer: The 
Ryff is much of his nature and diſpoſition, 
5-Carp and Texch,morning and cycning 
G 2 very 
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very carly and late, une, Jaly, and Au- 
geſt, or indeed in the night in the Mill 
parts of the River. 
6.AChevin from Sun-rifing or carlier(at 
Snails eſpecially, for in the heat of the day 
he careth not for them) in Juxe and July, 
till about eight;again at three afternoon at 
ground or flie 3 and his chict flie which he 
moſt delights in,is a greatMoth, with a very 
great head,not unlike to anOwl, with whi- 
tiſh wings & yellowiſh body; you may hnd 
them flying abroad in Summer evenings 
in Gardens) ſome wind ſtirring, large Ri- 
vers chicfly,ſtreams or ſhadc:he will take 
a ſmall Lamprey or Seven-eyes , and Fel. 
brood,cither of them about a ſiraws bigneſs. 
7. Pike bitcs bcſt about three afternoon, 
in aclear water,a gentle galc July, Auguſt, 
September,Oftober,uſually in the ſtil] places, 
or at leaſt ina gentle ſixeam.In the months 
of Auguſt, September, and all Winter, he 
bites all the day long, eſpecially about 
three afternoon, the water clear, and the 
day windy: In April, May, June,and be- 
ginning ot Fly, he bites beſt early in the 
morning,and late in the evening 3 I could 
never obſerve that he would bite any thing 
to purpoſe in the night,ot all the year. 
8. A Bream tfxom about Sun-riling till 
cight, in a muddy water, a good gon of 
wind ; 
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wind;and in Ponds the higher the wind, 
and where the waves are highcſt,and near- 
er the middle of the Pond, the better;zend 
of May, Fuze, Fuly( eſpecially Jand Anguſt, 
in a gentle ſtream or near to it. 

9. Roach and Dace all day long, beſt at 
the top, at flie or Oak-worm principally, 
and at all other worms bred on herbs or 
trees. Palmers, Caterpillars , &c. inplain 
Rivers or Ponds,under Water-dock leaves, 
under ſhady trees. 

10, Gudgeon, April, and till he have 
ſpawned,in May, and a little after that till 
Waſp time,cxcept in cool weather or after 
a ſhower or Land-floud 3 and then to the 
end of the year all day long, in or near to a 
gentle ſtream. When you angle for the 
Gnageon, ſtir or rake the Sand or Gravel 
with a long pole, and they will gather to 
that place and bite much the better. | 

11, Flounder all day in April, May, 
Fane, July, ina good ſwift fiream,ſome- 
timcs in the fiill decpzbut not ſo ordinari- 
ly as inthe ſtream. 
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CHAP, XR, 
General Obſervations. 


Pym this whole Treatiſe be in 
the greateſt part of it only General 

Obſervations, . yet there are ſome Dire&i- 
ons which fall not under any conſideration; 
but are as applicable to the flie as the 
ground angle 3 and as equally uſcful (for 
their practical part)in the one kind of ang- 
ling as the other,For although all ground- 
baits axe uſeful and certain almoſt in every 
River,yet it is not ſo in the Flic, which va- 
ricth in kind, colour,or proportion well 
nigh in every River; and therefore no ge- 
nefal Rules (as I conceive) can be given 
in that particular, more than are already 
delivered:except every particular circum- 
Rance ſhould be mentioned, which Wayld 
be too tedious, and indeed unneceſſary to 
any ingenious nature z who may with 

eaſe from the former general Rules,draw 

particular concluſions 3 'by the help of his 

own Practice and Experience in thoſe Ri- 

vers he moſt uſually ana frequently ang- 

leth at; For as to ſuch Rivers of which a 

' man hath had no experience,he mult cither 
learn ſomething(I mean as to m— 
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from ſuch as know the River, otherwiſe 
C though the moſt expert of Anglers) he 
will be at a loſs,until his own Experience 
(which by reaſon of his knowledg in varie- 
ty of Rivers and Soils,they walk through) 
will adapt him with more eaſe and facili- 
ty, to make Obſervations upon the ſame : 
But theſe that follow are of an univerſal 
uſe and nature. 

1. Let the Anglers Apparel be ſad,dark 
colours,as fad grays, tawny,purple, hair or 
musk-colour, 

2, Uſe Shoomakers wax to your ilk or 
thred, with which you make or mend ci- 
ther Rod or Fliez it holds more brmly, 
and ſticketh better than any other. 

3. Into ſuch places as you ufe to Angle 
at, once a week at leaſt caſt in all ſorts of 
Corn boyled ſoft, Grains waſhed in blood, 
blood dried and caſt into picces, Snails, 
worms chopt ſmall,pieces of fowl or beaſts 
Guts, beaſts Liversz for Carp and Texch 
you cannot feed too often, or too much , 
his courſe draweth the Fiſh to the place” 
you delire:And to keep them together,caſt 
ibout twenty grains of ground- Malt at a 
*ime, now and then as you Anglezand in- 
deed all forts of Baits are good to caſt in, 
pecially whilft you are Angling with that 


and 
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and you will find they will ſnap up yours 

more eagerly,and with leſs ſuſpicion 3 but 

by no means when you angle in a fircam 
calt them in at your hook,but ſomething 
above where you angle,leſt the ſtream car- 
ry them beyond your hook,and ſo inſtead 
of drawing them to you, you draw them 
from you. 

4.If youdefire to feed theFiſh,ſo as you 
may draw them into a ſfiream, where you 
may rationally conclude that all ſuch feed- 
ing as is caſt into the ſarne after the ordi- 
nary manner will be carried away : you 
muſt get Boxes of Tin, Wood, or lron 
made' full of holes, ſo wide as the Worms 

may creep through them, and with a 
Weight of Lead faſtned to the Tinor 
Wood to fink them (hlled with Worms) 
in the ſtream,faſten a ſtrong Cord orPack- 
thred to the Boxes, torecover them again 
at your pleafarezthis way the Worms will 
come forth leaſurely and not all at once, 
and the Fiſh will be about the Boxes to 
gather them up as they crawl forth. 

* 5. Taketine Clay, Barl:y,Malt ground, 
Water, or Milk, or ( which I like bet- 
ter ) blood, make all into a Paſte 3 and 
if you pleaſe put ſome of thoſe ſtrong ſent- 
£d Oyls,named before Page 55.or Gum of 
Ivy z make this into ſeveral large Cakes, 


and 
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and caſt them into the-ſtream where you 
deſign to draw the Fiſh, and they will 
come to ſuck at it, ang if you pleaſe you 
may ſtitch Worms untoit, or mould their 
heads into it. This is the beſt way to feed in 
a {tream for Salmon, Trout, Umber,evc. that 
T have heard any Angler diſcourſe of, or 
known practiſed. But it after you have 
baited any place twice or thrice, yet not- 
withſtanding when you come to Anyle 
there if you find no ſport, if no man hath 
been before you at that place, or that there 
appear no grand impediment in the ſeaſon 
Or water 3 you may rationally conclude, 
ſome ravenous Pike or greedy Pearch hath 
taken up that place for his quarter, and 
affrights all other Fiſh, that they dare not 
adventure thither ( as Merchants put not 
torth to Sea, when Pirates inteſt the ſame) 
for fear of being made a prey z to remedy 
which evil,you muſt have your Trowle and 
a Bait of thoſe named for the Pike ready, 
and fo fall to work for him and when that 
impediment is removed you may expect 
ſport. 

6. Dcſiroy all Beaſts or Birds that de- 
vour the Fiſh or their ſpawn, and endea- 
vour (whetbcr in. Authority or not) to ſee 
all Statutes put in cxccution.againſt ſuch as 
uſe unlawful Nets or means to take Fiſhze- 
ſpeciaily 
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ſpecially bare Netting andNight-hooking, 

7. Get your Rods and Tops without 
knots,they are dangerous for breaking. 

$. Keepyour Rod dry, leſt it rot, and 
not near the fire, leſt it grow brittle, 

9. In drought wet your Red a little be- 


fore you begin to Angle. 


10. Lob-worms, Dew-worms,and great 
Garden-worms all one. 

It. When youangle at ground,or with 
thenatural Flie,your Line muſt not exceed 
the length of your Rod. For the Trout at 

round it muſt be ſhorter,and in ſome ca- 


not half the length, as in ſmall Brooks 


or Woody Rivers, cither at ground or 
with the natural Flie. 
' 12. When you have hooked a good 
Fiſh, have an eſpecial care to keep your 
Rod bent, leſt he run to the end of the 
Line, and break your hook or his hold. 

13. Such tops or ſtocks as you get,mutt 
not be uſed till fully ſeaſoned, which will 
not be in leſs time than one year anda 
quartcr 3 But I like them better if kept cill 
they be two years old. 

14+ The firlt Fiſh you catch take up his 
belly,and you may then ſee his ſtomach it 
is known by its Jargeneſs and place,lying 
from the Gills to the ſmall Guts ; take it 
out very tenderly(it you bruiſe it your la- 
bour 
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bour and deſign are loſt) and with a ſharp 
knife cut it open without bruifing, and 
then you find his food in it , and thereby 
diſcover what bait the tiſh at that inſtant 
takes beſt, flies or ground baits, and ſo fir 
them accordingly. 

15. Fiſh are trighted with any the leaſt 
fight or motion,thexefore by all means keep 
out of ſight,cither by ſheltring your ſelf be- 
hind ſome buſh or tree, or by ſtanding ſo 
far off the Rivers fide,that you can ſee no+ 
thing but your flic or flote; to effe this, a 
long, Rod at ground,and a Jong Line with 
the artificial flie may be of uſe to you. And 
hereI meet with two different opinions & 
practiſes, ſome always caſt their flie & bait 
up the water,and fo they ſay nothing oc- 
curreth to the Fithes tight but the Line: 0- 
thers iſh down the River, and fo ſuppoſe 
(the Rod and Line being long )the quanti- 
ty of water takes away,or at lea(t lefſeneth 
the Fiſhes (ightzbut the other affirm, that 
Rod and Line , and perhaps your ſelf,are 
ſeen alſo. In this difference of opinions I 
ſhall only ſay,in ſmall Brooks you may an= 
gle upwards , or elſe in great Rivers you 
muſt wade, asI have known ſome, who 
thereby got the Sczatica, and I would not 
wiſh you to purchaſe pleaſure at fo dear a 
ratezbelides caſting up the River you can- 
not 
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not keep your Line out of the water, which 
we noted for a fault before; and they that 
uſe this way confeſs that ifin caſting your 
Alice, the line fall into the water before it, 
the flie were better uncaſt, becauſe it trights 
the fiſh 3 then certainly it muſt do it this 
way.,whether the flic fall firſt or not , the 
line muſt firſt come to the fiſh or fall on 
him which undoubtedly will fright him : 
Therefore my opinion is , that you angle 
down the River, for the other way you tra- 
verſe twice ſo much, and bcat not ſo much 
ground as downwards. 

16.Keep the Sun (and Moon,if Night ) 
before you, if your eyes will endure it, 
Cwhich I much queltion) at leaſt be ſure to 
have thoſe Planets on your tide, tor if they 
be on your back , your Rod wil] with its 
ſhadow offend much, and tie Filh fee fur- 
ther and clearer, when they look towards 
thoſe Lights, than the contraryzas you may 
experiment thus, in a dark Night if a man 
come betwixt you and any light, you ſee 
him clearly:but nor at allit the light come 
berwixt you and him. 

17. When you angle for the Trot , vou 
need not make above three or four tryals 
in one place, cither with Flic or ground- 
baitzfor he wiil then --ither take it,or mike 
an offer, or not tiir at all, and {o you loſe 
time 
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time to ſtay there any longer. 

18. To preſerve Hazels, whether (ncks 
or tops from worm-cating or rotting, z 
twice or thrice in the year,as you ſee nece- 
ſity requires,rub themall over withSallet- 
Oyle, or Lind-ſeed Oyle z ſweet Butter 
which was never ſalted, or Tallow, and 
with much rubbing chate the ſame very 
well into themz and it they be bored, pour 
into them either of the Oyles,or the But- 
ter or Tallow melted,untill they be fullzif 
you uſe Butter or Tallow , keep them ſo 
warm as that they freeze not,or grow hard 
by cooling; Let them ſtand thus a day or 
night, more or leſs, as you fee the Oyle 
fink into them 3 afterward pour the Oyle 
back into the Bottle,to ſerve again for the 
{ame purpoſe another timez you muſt keep 

the end that ſtands downwards cloſe ftop- 


ped, leſt the Oyls, Butter, or Tallow run - 


out as it is put in. | 

19. When you Angle for the Salmon or 
Trout,and of all Day long have had little, 
or rather no ſport, neither at ground or 
with the Flie 3 the very Night following, 
eſpecially in the beginning of it, and un- 
til Midnight,or near it, they will not fail 
to bite(at ground or Flic,as the ſeaſon and 
water ſute beſt for either) very freely and 
eagerly if the weather be not nipping cold 
or trolty. 20, Fiſh 
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20. Fiſh take all ſorts of baits moſt 
eagerly and freely, and with the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion or bogling , when you preſent the 
ſame unto them in ſuch order and manner, 
as Nature affords them, or as themſelves 
ordinarily gather them. 

21. it you defire to angle in a very (ſwift 
ſtream,and have your bait reſt in one place, 
and yet not over burden your Line with 
Lead, take a Stone-hpw or ſmall Piſtol- 
bullet , make a hole through it, wider at 
each ſide than in the middle; yet ſo open in 
every place, as that the Line may caſily 
paſs through it without any ſtop; place a 
very ſmall piece of Lead on your Line, 
that may keep thisBullet from falling nea- 
rer the Hook than that piece of Lead,and if 
your float be made large enough to bear a- 
bove water againſt the force of the ſtream, 
the Fiſh will, when they bite, run away 
with the bait as ſecurely, as if there were 
no more weight upon your line, than the 
little piece of Lead,becauſe the hole io the 

Bullct gives paſſage to the Line, as it it 
were not there. 

22. When Cattle in Summer come into 
the Foards, their Dung draweth the Fiſh 
unto the Jower end of the Foardzat ſuch a 
time angle for a Chevix with baits tit for 
him, and you will have ſport. 

23. Bcfore 
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23+ Before you ſet your Hook to your 
Line,arm the Line by turning the ſilk five 
or {ix times about the link,and ſo with the 
ſage (ilk ſet on your Hook; this preſerves 
your Line, that your Hook cut it not in 
ſunder,and alſo that it will not,when you 


\ uſe the caſt Flie, ſnap off ſo eafily, which it 


is very ſubject to do. 

24.In very wet ſeaſons, when the Rains 
raile the Rivers , and almoſt continually 
keep them equal with their Banks , or at 
lealtabove their ordinary heightitheTrowts 
leave the Rivers and larger Brooks , and 
fice into ſuch little Brooks as ſcarce run at 
all in dry Summers, 

25- Toall ſorts of Paſtes add Flax,Cot- 
ton,or Wool,to keep the Paſte from falling 
off your hook. 

26. Deny not part of what your endea- 
yours (hall purchaſe unto any tick or indi- 
gent perſons, but willingly diſtribute a 
part of your purchaſe to thoſe who may 
delire a ſhare. 

27. It you cut Weeds ina River , the 
better to make a place clear to angle in for 
Carpsithey will not (although before the 
cutting of the Weeds they haunted the 
place verymuch)come there again of two 
or three Months, 

28S, It you come to angle for Carp in 

ſome 
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ſome broad place of Pond or River, where 
you cannot reach with any ordinary Rod 
or Line 3 It you take a Boat that you may 
more ealily caſt your Bait to that part you 
cligne toangle in: and although you have 
Bull-ruſhes or Weeds betwixt you and it, 
ſo as you may hope to ſhadow your (elf 
from the Fiſhes ſight;zyet though you row 
never fo circumſpealy , the Boat will fo 
move the water , that you will affright 
them,ſo as for that time you will have no 
ſport : therefore you muſt have a Rod of 
ſuch a length as will from the Bank with- 
out a Boat reach the place, or you will kill 
no Carps,they areſo very wary and fearful, 

29. The Eyes of thoſe Fiſhes you catch, 
if you pull them out and uſe them on the 
Hook, are an excellent Bait for molt fort 
of Fiſh. 

30. Make not a daily practice (which 
is nothing elſe but a protciſion ) of any re- 
creation, leſt your immoderate love and de- 
light therein,bring a croſs with it,and blaſt 
all your content and pleaſure in the ſame. 
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